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Region 3 had five individuals
step on the top podium at the
NJSIAA wrestling championships
held at Boardwalk Hall in Atlantic
City (AC) on March 2 through
March 4. Several Union County
wrestlers placed in the top-eight,
including Scotch Plains-Fanwood
junior Anthony Tufaro, who
placed eighth at 285-lbs.

The NJSIAA champions from
Region 3 were Anthony Cefalo
(Hanover Park) at 106-lbs,
Brenden Calas (Seton Hall Prep)
at 113-lbs, Mike Magaldo
(Watchung Hills) at 120-lbs, An-
thony Ashnault (South Plainfield)
at 126-lbs and Scott DelVecchio
(South Plainfield at 132-lbs.

Tufaro, the Region 3 champion
at 285-lbs, advanced to the
quarterfinals after recording a 5-
0 victory over Brandon Russo of
Colts Neck. After a scoreless first
period, Tufaro managed to get a
reversal on Russo, who had nearly
turned him to his back using a
dangerous head-and-arm lock
with a single grapevine maneu-
ver. Because it was his bread-
and-butter move, Russo chose
the top position in the third pe-
riod in an effort to get back points,
but Tufaro reversed him again to
insure the win.

“He tried to ride legs, and I
defended. He definitely tried ev-
erything he could, but he couldn’t
do it,” Tufaro explained.

In his quarterfinal bout, Tufaro
lost a heartbreaking, 2-1, three-
overtime decision to Jermaine
Eluemunor of Morris Knolls, who
eventually placed second. Tufaro
went on to defeat Juwan Proctor
(Middlesex), 5-1. Tufaro then
lost, 3-2, to Sumir Burns of Lin-

den in the third round
wrestlebacks to wrestle for sev-
enth place where he lost 3-0 to
John Appice of Manalapan. Burns
finished sixth.

Raider Andrew Jacobs, the Re-
gion 3 champ at 220-lbs, did not
have much luck with his judo-
style wrestling moves in his pre-
quarterfinal bout with Morris
Lawson of Belvidere. Although
he did record a pair of reversals
with his shoulder rolls, his third
attempt ended in disaster when
Lawson caught him in 3:15.

“That’s 100 percent right! The
rolls that he hits work extremely
well to the above average to
good wrestlers. Unfortunately
down here, there’s not above
average or good wrestlers. Ev-
erybody is a step up. So if you
expose your back to a kid down
here, you are more than likely to
get pinned. He tried what he has
been doing all year, and unfortu-
nately, it didn’t work out for him,”
Raider Head Coach TJ Gavor said.

Jacobs had little success in his
next bout, but this time it was

due to the takedown ability of
Ryan Thompson (Haddon
Heights), who ended his quest
with a 9-6 decision in the first
round wrestlebacks.

Blue Devil senior Ellis Opoku,
trailing Rhys Weinberger
(Hillsborough), 5-0, in the 138-
lb preliminaries, scored a
takedown in the third period and
kept trying to turn him to his
back, but Weinberger stayed low
with a solid base to win 5-2.

In an interview with The
Westfield Leader at the end of

last year, Opoku said that his
goal was to make it to AC, and he
did.

“I have always wanted to come
down here. I was very excited.
Last year, I didn’t make the top-
3 in the regions, but my goal
after that was to keep working
hard and make it this year. I felt
like I could have done better my
first match. He had a really low
stance. He kept controlling my
hands so I couldn’t really get my
shots. He clammed when I was
on top, and I couldn’t turn him. I
kept fighting until the end, but it
wasn’t a bad way to end the
season,” Opoku said.

Blue Devil junior Colin Barber
became the victim of a takedown
and a three-point tilt at the hands
of Beauregard Vrancken of North
Hunterdon but battled back to tie
the score, 5-5, early in the third
period. Vrancken escaped, but
Barber shot in for a takedown
late in the period but failed to get
complete control and lost 6-5.

“Colin had his chance to win. I
thought he wrestled a little ten-
tatively early in the match. He
could have pushed the pace a
little bit more. Part way through
that match, he started believing,
‘Hey! I can beat this kid.’ But he
had dug himself a little bit of a
hole. He did a great job digging
himself out, and he really put the
heat on that kid. That kid was
hanging on for dear life at the
end. If you have to lose down
here as a junior, it’s not a bad
way to go down, because I know
it’s going to leave Colin hungry to
come back down here next year
and get up on that podium. I
know he is good enough to do it.
He left it out on the mat, both he
and Ellis,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Glen Kurz said.
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TRYING TO GET UNTANGLED…Brearley Bear Nick DeMarco tries to untangle himself in his 106-lb wrestleback bout
with Mike Russo of St. Peter’s Prep at the NJSIAA tournament in Atlantic City on March 3.


