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SYMBOLIC SPARKLING GLASS…Above, Laura
Wingfield (Kristina Hernandez) comes alive in The
Glass Menagerie as she shows her Gentleman Caller
Jim (Michael Burdick) a prized possession, the deli-
cate glass unicorn. The Tennessee Williams classic
runs weekends through March 24. For tickets, visit
westfieldcommunityplayers.org.

FAMILY ISSUES…Left, Tom Wingfield (Brian Remo)
pens his remembrances of his life, while his mother
Amanda (Mary Dolan Flaherty) solicits magazine sub-
scriptions from her neighbors. The mother/son conflict
is exacerbated by the Great Depression, an absentee
husband and a handicapped young daughter.

Fragile Glass Menagerie Evokes
Clear Emotions at WCP Theater

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Memories can be
Waterford crystal clear in a person’s
mind but might have been blurred by
perception and emotion. Tennessee
Williams’ play, The Glass Menag-
erie, now playing weekends at
Westfield Community Players The-
ater, is called a memory play. The
haunting story is told by narrator and
main character Tom Wingfield (Brian
Remo) whose remembrances of a
time past might not be completely
accurate, but reveal how he set upon
a path that changed his life.

Set in St. Louis in 1937, the heart
of the Great Depression, Tom’s is a
saga of many a child yearning to
break free from the invisible, un-
yielding chains of his parents. His
absentee father is still present in the
life of Tom, his younger sister Laura
(Kristina Hernandez) and the mother
Amanda (Mary Dolan Flaherty). His
picture hangs prominently in the liv-
ing room. Both mother and son refer
to him as “a telephone man who fell
in love with long distance.” He aban-
doned them years ago and Amanda
and Tom have had to eke out a mea-
ger existence for the trio ever since.

His mother, Amanda, has him
boxed into a life he despises. She
lives in a dream world of her life as
a former Southern belle complete
with servants and “gentleman call-
ers” who were vying for her hand.
Her children live in their own
worlds; the horribly shy, fragile
Laura has a pronounced limp and
spends her time in a fantasy land
with her glass collection of tiny
animals. Favorite among them is
the symbolic unicorn – the mythi-
cal animal that is unique because of
a single horn, which separates its
appearance from an ordinary horse.

Poet Tom’s imaginary world is
one of adventure and intrigue. By
day he grudgingly works in a shoe
factory and writes poems when the
boss is not looking. He disappears
nightly to lose himself in the mov-
ies, or in bars just to get away from
a depressing home life.

Amanda, who is a solicitor for a
women’s magazine, spends her time
on the phone or constantly worry-
ing and nagging about Laura find-
ing a suitor. To that end, she enrolls
her daughter in a business school to
improve her chances of getting a
job and ultimately finding a hus-
band. Both Tom and Laura live un-
der the shadow of a mother who has
their best intentions but constantly
carps and complains that they
should strive to be better. The ten-
sion in the household is unbear-
able. In a last-ditch effort to ar-
range for a husband for Laura,
Amanda demands that Tom invite a
co-worker from the warehouse for
dinner in the hopes of getting her a
suitor.

Tom obliges and asks an acquain-
tance from work, Jim O’Connor
(Michael Burdick), to come the next
night. We all know where the road
to good intensions ends.

Director Fred Cuozzo has cast
the four actors in this two-act clas-
sic perfectly. Ms. Flaherty’s
Amanda is irksome enough that we
despise what she is doing to her
children, yet charming enough in
her dealings with the gentleman
caller Jim that the audience, as well
as her children, see her as the one-
time belle of the ball. Ms. Flaherty’s
southern accent is smartly soft yet
distinct.

Kristina Hernandez, as Laura, is
as delicate in face and figure as the
character’s figurines. Laura’s drab,
frightened, birdlike manner in Act
II transforms when she speaks in a
melodious voice of her glass me-
nagerie. The audience feels her hero

Junior Musical Club to Host
Ensemble Concert March 16

WESTFIELD — The Junior Musi-
cal Club is proud to present its annual
Ensemble Concert on Friday, March
16, at 7 p.m. in the First Baptist Church,
170 Elm Street, Westfield. Club mem-
bers in eighth grade and high school
from the local area will play together in
duets and trios. The public is welcome
to attend the concert free of charge.
Refreshments will be served at a recep-
tion following the performance.

The concert will feature the mem-
bers of the club in several duets and
trios. The group will perform the fol-
lowing selections:

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart’s
Sinfonia concertante in E-flat Major
will feature three trios. Jahzeel
Paguntalan, violin, Belle Lin, viola,
and Alex Goldschmidt, piano, will per-
form the Allegro maestoso; Joanne Li,
violin, Belle Lin, viola, and Kristin
Hauge, piano, will perform the An-
dante; and Kristin Hauge, violin, Matt
Osment, viola, and Eddie Chang, pi-
ano, will perform the Presto. “Home-
town Hoedown” by Melody Bober
will be performed by pianists Evey
Le and Mary Lamberti.

Two movements from Edvard
Grieg’s Peer Gynt Suite will be per-

formed - “Anitra’s Dance” by Jessica
Xu and Genevieve Petruccelli, pia-
nists, and “In the Hall of the Moun-
tain King” by Kristin Hauge and
Katherine Purachev, pianists. Anna
Song, piccolo, and Genevieve
Petruccelli, piano, will perform the
Largo from Antonio Vivaldi’s Pic-
colo Concerto. “Out...standing” by
Kevin Olson will be played by pia-
nists Anna Song, Genevieve
Petruccelli, and Alex Goldschmidt.
Two Manx melodies, “False Love”
and “Mona’s Delight,” will be per-
formed by Anna Song, flute, and
Genevieve Petruccelli, harp. Pianists
Eddie Chang and Genevieve
Petruccelli will perform The C.S.
Theme and Variations by Randall
Compton.

Vocalist Rebecca Dias will sing
“Ach, ich fuhl’s” from The Magic
Flute by W.A. Mozart and “Notre
amour” by Gabriel Faure. Vocalist
Samantha Tropper will sing “O mio
babbino caro” from Gianni Schicchi
by Giacomo Puccini. Rebecca Dias
and Samantha Tropper will sing “I
Will Never Leave You” from Side
Show (lyrics by Bill Russell, music
by Henry Krieger) as a duet.

Carriage House Poetry Series to
Feature Poet George Drew

WHS Chamber
Orchestra to Perform
At Mid-Day Musicales
WESTFIELD — The First Con-

gregational Church of Westfield, 125
Elmer Street, continues its series of
Mid-Day Musicales with a concert
by the Westfield High School Cham-
ber Orchestra on Wednesday, March
14. These half-hour noon concerts
are presented on Wednesdays during
Lent with an admission fee of $5.

Westfield High School is noted for
its excellent music program, and the
Chamber Orchestra, conducted by
Raymond Wojcik, is composed of
the top string players in the school,
many of whom participate in regional
and all-state orchestras and go on to
study music in college.

Funding for these concerts has been
made possible in part by the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts,
Department of State, a partner agency
of the National Endowment of the
Arts, through a grant administered
by the Union County office of Cul-
tural and Heritage Affairs.

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free poetry reading on Tues-
day, March 20, at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue, adjacent to
Fanwood Borough Hall. (GPS use 75
N. Martine Avenue.) This event will
feature the award-winning poet
George Drew, followed by an open
mic reading that is open to the public.

George Drew was born in Missis-
sippi and raised there and in New
York State, where he currently lives.
He has published poetry in journals
and anthologies around the country,
most recently in “The Southern Po-
etry Anthology” from Texas Review
Press. His newest book of poetry,
“The View from Jackass Hill,” won
the 2010 X.J. Kennedy Poetry Prize.
An earlier volume, “American Cool,”
won the Adirondack Literary Award
for best poetry book of 2009.

Drew’s poetry is economical,

graceful and richly nuanced. It has
attracted wide critical acclaim since
his first book appeared in 1986.
Though his “roots” may be Southern,
his poems moved a Russian press to
publish a bilingual edition of his book,
“So Many Bones,” in 1997. His work
has great compassion and it leaves
the reader with a respect for the dis-
cipline and courage of both the po-
ems and the poet.

The Carriage House Poetry Series
is in its fourteenth year at the Kuran
Arts Center, an historic Gothic Re-
vival structure that was once a 19th
century carriage house, hence the
name of the series. The March 20th
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic session will follow the
featured performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
visit the website at
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com.

Behind the Scenes at WHS
Spring Musical Pippin

WESTFIELD – The Westfield High
School (WHS) Theatre Department
will present Pippin on Thursday,
March 8, Friday March 9, and Satur-
day, March 10, in the high school
auditorium at 7:30 p.m. While the
actors will certainly shine, the suc-
cess of the show also depends on the
behinds-the-scenes efforts of WHS
students Asher Horowitz, Graphic
Designer; Alison Antonelli, Head of
Costumes; Emma Tabatchnick, As-
sistant Technical Director; Alina
Spera, Prop Mistress; and Bernadette
(Berni) Hopen, Stage Manager.

When creating the poster for Pip-
pin, Graphic Designer Asher Horowitz
found a “cast” of visual inspirations
that included circuses, magic, mys-
tery and stained glass from the 14th
century, to create the iconic imagery
for the show’s poster. “When I start the
design process, I look to the period the
play is set in, as well as the overall
themes and characters to provide a
mood for the design, color scheme
and type,” explained Asher. “But [the
time frame] for Pippin can be inter-
preted in many ways, so I started with
inspiration from the Medieval period.”

As Head of Costumes, Alison
Antonelli brings her sense of color,
fabric and design to creating the cos-
tumes for Pippin. Alison’s job includes

designing, as well working with her
crew to make sure that every article of
clothing is in place for the next re-
hearsal and performance.

Alison says the color of the cos-
tumes will communicate the dream-
like mood of the show. To achieve
this effect, she explained, “From their
original color, we dye them with
gray and brown dye to mute them,
and give each character a more dark
and creepy look.”

The sound of an electrical drill can
be heard over the vocal warm ups of
the cast as they prepare for another
day of rehearsal. Follow that sound,
and you will find Emma Tabatchnick,
Assistant Technical Director. She is
responsible for making sure that the
plans that looked good on paper be-
come three-dimensional reality. “The
basic ideas come to life in the con-
struction,” she said.

This year’s set features several in-
genious ways for actors to enter and
exit the stage, including a slide, stair
cases, and a column, that functions
like a fire pole. One of the most amaz-
ing constructions on the set is a huge
circular stained glass window. Emma
and her crew have spent many long
days building the set, often staying
after the actors have gone home.

When Alina Spera, Prop Mistress,
needed to find several World War I
vintage combat helmets, but did not
have a big budget to buy them, she did
the next best thing. She gathered all of
the old newspapers she could find,
mixed bowls of flour and water, and
made the helmets with her crew.

Alina is responsible for finding and
keeping track of all of the props. “This
is a very hands-on, crafty show to
prop,” says Alina. “It’s different from
other shows; we’re not tracking stuff
down and buying it, we’re actually
making them.”

For the last three months, the best
place to find Stage Manager Berni
Hopen, has been in the Westfield High
School auditorium, clip board in hand.
As stage manager of the 49-person
cast, she shoulders the responsibility
for integrating costumes, props, lights,
sound, and scenery with the actors on
stage. She is the liaison between the
technical aspects of the show, and the
director.

Berni has been working on Pippin
with WHS Director Daniel Devlin
since last summer, when initial plans
for staging the show began.

Berni’s favorite part of the job? “The
opening night, seeing it all come to-
gether,” she said. “When the curtain
opens and I’m the one calling it.”

Pippin will be presented at Westfield
High School’s auditorium on Thurs-
day, March 8, Friday March 9, and
Saturday, March 10, at 7:30 p.m. All
tickets are $12. Email
WHStickets@gmail.com for ticket
reservations.

Charlie Daniels Band
Coming to UCPAC

JERSEY CITY – The Grammy
Award winning Daniels will bring
his brand of southern rock and coun-
try to the Union County Performing
Arts Center stage for the first time on
Friday, March 23, at 8 p.m.

One of Daniel’s central themes is a
Southern rock favorite—pride in
home and country. Songs such as “In
America,” “The South’s Gonna Do
It” and “The Devil Went Down to
Georgia,” pay homage to the strength
and courage of country folk. Through-
out his career, Daniels has resisted
labels and rebelled against everything
ordinary and middle-of-the-road. His
unusual blend of styles from blue-
grass to boogie found its way where
country never trod before - into big-
city arenas in every part of the nation.

Opening for The Charlie Daniels
Band will be local favorite, Corey
Wagar.

For tickets, visitwww.ucpac.org or
call (732) 499-8226.

Charlie Daniels

Piccolos, Piano Featured on
Musical Club’s Program

Town Book Store Hosts
Author John Bushby
WESTFIELD — The Town Book

Store will host John Bushby, author
of “Shadow Soldiers” on Saturday,
March 10, from 2 - 4 p.m.

In 1939, as war descends on Eu-
rope, a lone American takes on the
Nazis in a plan to save a group of
engineers and scientists who are seek-
ing a new life in the United States.
From steamy Havana and into the
cauldron of Berlin, ship owner Rick
Kasten outraces the Gestapo to get
his passengers safely into American
waters. Escorted from central Eu-
rope by an elusive Hungarian opera-
tive, the refugees struggle across the
fringes of Nazi- dominated Europe to
Lisbon. From Lisbon, across the At-
lantic the drama plays out as Kasten,
with the help of the newly formed
OSS weaves his way through a
tangled web of intrigue and danger
finding love along the way. As the
stakes grow higher Rick discovers
that he and his group have become
shadow soldiers in a new and fright-
ening war.

John Bushby was born in Westfield
and attended Grant, Roosevelt and
Westfield High School. He is a re-
tired U.S. Navy Lieutenant Com-
mander with 67 air strikes over North
Vietnam. He is currently the COO of
the New Jersey Center for
Biomaterials at Rutgers.

Meet John Bushby at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East
Broad and Elmer Streets). If you are
unable to attend this event, feel free
to call The Town Book Store at (908)
233-3535 to reserve an autographed
copy of Shadow Soldiers.

worship of the gentleman caller;
we know this could be a life-chang-
ing moment when Laura opens up
to the charming Jim.

Mr. Burdick’s characterization of
Jim is a home run. He’s efferves-
cent, contagiously exuberant and
life affirming not only to Laura, but
to the audience. Natural gestures
and movements are finessed by
good acting and stellar direction.
Director Cuozzo wisely resists the
urge to have Laura and Jim play too
much of the scene on the floor in
the dim candlelight.

Tom is a role that has so many
shadings and nuances, that it is
sometimes difficult to find an actor
who can play the part sympatheti-
cally, yet realistically. Brian Remo
shines in this role. A poetic, sensi-
tive side of the character is revealed
in the narrator’s intimate addresses
to the audience. The realistic ex-
plosive side of Tom is the culmina-
tion of boiling resentment that has
been simmering for years. Mr. Remo
shows us a young man who has
sacrificed his dreams and his life
for his mother and sister. When
Amanda tells him, “All we have to
cling to is each other,” we feel the
trap of guilt ensnare him.

In a world of instant everything,
the blackouts between scenes for
costume and time changes, how-
ever, seem long. Musical interludes
might have bridged the dark spots.

Tennessee Williams’ classic, that
is reportedly somewhat autobio-
graphical in nature, is an intriguing
portrayal of a dysfunctional family
presented expertly by a cast of pro-
fessional caliber actors.

NJWA Summer Workshop’s
Willy Wonka Coming to Town

WESTFIELD — A timeless and
beloved family classic comes alive
on stage this summer when the New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts (NJWA)
Summer Workshop (formerly
Westfield Summer Workshop) Sum-
mer Stage Theater presents Willy
Wonka, the musical based on Roald
Dahl’s Charlie and the Chocolate
Factory.

The Summer Stage Theater, di-
rected by Andrew T. Lyman, is open
to students who will be entering
grades 6 to 9 in September. The pro-
gram runs from Wednesday, June 27,
to Friday, July 27, at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School, 301 Clark Street,
Westfield, with shows slated for
Wednesday, July 25, and Thursday,
July 26.

The Summer Stage Theater is a
program of the NJWA Summer Work-
shop, a five-week fine and perform-
ing arts camp for students in pre-
school to grade 9. The 2012 schedule
features a newly created Fine Arts
Program for serious art students in
grades 7 to 9.

The Summer Workshop runs from
June 27 until July 31, also at Roosevelt
Intermediate School, from 8:30 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m. It provides an op-
tional early morning 7:30 a.m. drop
off and a full day of programming
with the Westfield YMCA Afternoon
Adventures.

For the entire NJWA Summer Work-
shop brochure visit the website at
www.njwasummerworkshop.com.

For further information, phone (908)
518-1551 or visit the NJWA studios at
150-152 East Broad Street, Westfield.

WESTFIELD — The March per-
formance of the Musical Club of
Westfield will be held on Wednesday,
March 14, at 8 p.m. at the First Baptist
Church, 170 Elm Street, Westfield.
Featured on the program will be mu-
sic for solo piano, solo piccolo, flute
and piano, and piccolo duet with pi-
ano.

Flutist Jenny Cline, accompanied
by Mary Beth McFall, will perform
three pieces for flute and piano, Op.
31, by American composer Arthur
Foote (1853-1937). Hailing from New
England, Foote was a member of the
Boston Six, a group of composers,
which included Edward MacDowell
and Amy Beach. Although he lived
well into the 20th century, Foote’s
music has a romantic feel to it, as
evidenced in these three charming
pieces.

Pianist Carolle-Ann Mochernuk
will perform Estampes (Prints) by
French impressionist composer
Claude Debussy. The individual move-
ments, titled “Pagodes” (“Pagodas”),
“Soirée dans Grenade” (“Evening in
Granada”), and “Jardins sous la Pluie”
(“Gardens in the Rain”) evoke images
through color, texture, and musical
gesture.

Clarissa Nolde will perform “Walk-
ing Songs” for solo piccolo, by flutist-
composer Gary Schocker. These
pieces, dedicated to Nolde’s teacher,
Walfrid Kujala, who was the principal
piccoloist of the Chicago Symphony
for 47 years, are little sketches with

whimsical titles like “Eek!,” “Mush-
rooms”, “Reflective”, and “Jaunty”,
alternately demonstrate the piccolo’s
lyrical tone and agility. She will be
joined by Ms. Cline on second pic-
colo, and pianist Ms. McFall, for a
performance of “Two Little Finches—
A Concert Polka” by Henri Kling
(1842-1918). Originally written for
two piccolos and band or orchestra,
this piece was often performed as an
encore, much to the delight of audi-
ences.

The chairman for the program is Ms.
McFall, and hospitality will be provided
by the club’s hospitality committee.

The performance is free and open to
the public. Refreshments will be served
after the program, to give those in
attendance the opportunity to meet
the performers.

The Musical Club of Westfield, now
in its 96th season, offers scholarships
to promising young musicians who
are pursuing a musical education.
Membership in the club is open to
anyone who in interested in music.
Those wishing information about
membership in the Musical Club of
Westfield as a performer or an associ-
ate member may call the membership
chairman at (908) 232-2173.

BEHIND THE SCENES…The success of the Westfield High School musical
Pippin depends not only on great acting, but the hard work put in behind-the-
scenes. Pictured, left to right, are: Graphic Designer, Asher Horowitz; Assistant
Technical Director, Emma Tabatchnick and Stage Manager, Bernie Hoben.

Program for Disabled
Children Offered

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders
and the Department of Parks and Com-
munity Renewal, in collaboration with
the Master Gardeners of Union County,
are pleased to offer a Horticulture Pro-
gram for children with developmental
disabilities, 8-14 years of age, on Sat-
urday mornings at Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside.

The program will be held on six
consecutive Saturday mornings, March
31, April 7, 14, 21 and 28 and May 5,
from 10 – 11 a.m. at Trailside. Pre-
registration is required and the fee for
all six classes is $12.

For information on the Horticulture
Program  call the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal, Programs for the Disabled at
(908) 527-4806; or e-mail
mheisey@ucnj.org.


