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Retirees Group Posts
Tuesday Meeting

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Active Retirees will
host their next meeting on Tuesday,
March 13, from 10 a.m. to noon at the
Mountainside Municipal Building,
located at 1385 Route 22, East, in the
upstairs Community Room.

A guest speaker from the New Jer-
sey American Water Company will
give a talk on “Water Quality, Con-
servation and You.”

All retirees are encouraged at come
and to join in the fellowship and
refreshments following the presenta-
tion. For more information, call Ellie
Annis at (908) 232-4399.

– Obituaries – Charles E. Townsend, Sr., Was Veteran;
Owned Local Moving and Storage Firm
Charles E. Townsend, Sr., known

to many as Red, of Westfield passed
away on Wednesday, February 29.

One of 11 children born to Henry
P. and Anna Townsend, he shared the
joy of raising seven children with his
late wife, Patricia (Drummond)
Townsend. He was predeceased by
his children Shawn, Kathleen and
Donald, and is survived by his chil-
dren Charles E. Jr., Sharon, Michael
and Doreen. He also will be missed
by his seven grandchildren and 10
great-grandchildren.

A veteran of World War II, Mr.
Townsend was active with American
Legion Post No. 3 and was a life

member of Knights of Columbus
Council No. 5437. He was the owner
of Henry P. Townsend Moving and
Storage in Westfield for many years
before retiring in 1992.

A Memorial Mass was celebrated
on Tuesday, March 6, at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield for both Charles and his
second wife, Emily.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Donations may be made to the
Westfield Veterans Memorial Fund.
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Prayer to

The Blessed Virgin
(Never known to fail)

Oh most beautiful Flower of
Mount Carmel, Fruitful Vine,
Splendor of Heaven,  Blessed
Mother of the Son of God, Im-
maculate Virgin, assist me in my
necessity.  Oh, Star of the Sea, help
me! Show me herein you are my
mother.  Oh Holy Mary, Mother of
God, Queen of Heaven and Earth,
I humbly beseech you from the
bottom of my heart to succor me in
this necessity.  There are none who
can withstand your power.  Show
me herein you are my mother.  Oh
Mary, conceived without sin, pray
for us who have recourse to thee.
Holy Mother, I place this cause in
your hands (3x).

Holy Spirit, You who solve all
problems, light all roads so that I
may attain my goal.  You who gave
me the divine gift to forgive and
forget all evil against me and that in
all instances in my life You are with
me. I want in this short prayer to
thank You as I confirm once again
that I never want to be separated
from You in eternal glory. Thank
you for your mercy towards me
and mine. Amen.

Say this prayer on three con-
secutive days. Publish this prayer
after the favor is granted.

M.S.V.S.

Michèle LaRue

Actress to Look at Dilemmas
Faced By Women In ‘Tales’
FANWOOD – In celebration of

Women’s History Month, the
Fanwood Memorial Library will
present “Tales Well Told: Women
Breaking Loose” this
Sunday, March 11, at 3
p.m. The library is lo-
cated at North Avenue
and Tillotson Road.

Professional actress
Michèle LaRue will per-
form two short stories by
prominent and prolific
authors Kate Chopin
(1851-1904) and Edna
Ferber (1885-1968).

“This pairing of stories
by Louisianan Kate
Chopin and Ohioan Edna Ferber
explores in fiction two dilemmas
that women still face daily: Which
comes first – me or my family?
Where do I belong – at home or at
work?,” said Ms. LaRue.

In Chopin’s poignant “A Pair of
Silk Stockings,” widowed Mrs.
Sommers takes an impromptu holi-
day from home. In Ferber’s “Rep-

resenting T. A. Buck,” di-
vorced “lady salesman”
Emma McChesney longs
for life off the road.

Ms. LaRue previously
appeared at the Fanwood
Memorial Library in the
one-woman show “Some-
one Must Wash the Dishes:
An Anti-Suffrage Satire.”

An Illinois native and
Secaucus resident, Ms.
LaRue tours nationally in
many one-woman produc-

tions. In the Garden State, she is a
member of the New Jersey Reper-
tory Company and has performed
as well for the Bickford Theatre,
Centenary Stage, Garage Theatre
Group and Passage Theatre Com-
pany.

The Friends of the Fanwood Me-
morial Library will sponsor this free
program. For more information and
registration, call the library at (908)
322-6400 or check out the events
calendar at fanwoodlibrary.org.

Joy R. Cowles, 96, Was Board Director
Of Westfield Neighborhood Council

Joy R. Cowles, 96, of The Dunes,
Long Beach Island, died peacefully
at home on Tuesday, January 31.

Born and raised in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
the daughter of Marguer-
ite and John Rose, she
graduated from Erasmus
Hall High School, where
she was president of the
Erasmus Girls’ Aero Club,
literary editor of the
Erasmian and member of
Arista, an honorary soci-
ety. She attended Barnard
College prior to her mar-
riage to Roderick Cowles,
who predeceased her.

A Westfield resident for
33 years, Joy was a member of the
First United Methodist Church and a
pioneering officer of the Westfield
Democratic Party. All of her chil-
dren, and three of her grandchildren,
graduated from Westfield High
School, and her son, Peter, was an
elected town councilman from the
Third Ward.

She was board director of the
Westfield Neighborhood Council,
founded in 1969, and along with
Ronald Grant, director of the center,

was instrumental in secur-
ing the funds and imple-
menting the plans to build
a new center on its current
site in 1974, as well as for
the Martin Luther King
Memorial Playground ad-
jacent to the center in 1980.

Surviving her are her
children, Peter, Marguer-
ite, David and Jonathan. A
son, Michael, predeceased
her. She also leaves nine
grandchildren, Peter, Jr.,

Jacqueline, John, Silintira, Benjamin,
Michael, Keenan, Abigail and Daniel,
and six great-grandchildren.

Services will be private. In lieu of
flowers, contributions in her memory
may be made to the Westfield Neigh-
borhood Council, 127 Cacciola Place,
Westfield, N.J. 07090.
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William F. Sheehan, 87, Decorated Vet.;
Teacher, Golf Coach and Family Man

William F. Sheehan, 87, of
Westfield, N.J. passed away peace-
fully, surrounded by his family, on
Thursday, March 1, 2012, at Over-
look Medical Center in Summit.

He was born in Jersey City, N.J.,
resided in Millburn for a time and
lived in Westfield for 56 years. An
Army veteran of World War II, Bill
served with the 69th Infantry Division
in the Central Europe Rhineland cam-
paign. He was the recipient of the
Combat Infantrymen’s Badge, the
Bronze Star Medal and the New Jer-
sey Distinguished Service Award with
cluster.

Mr. Sheehan was a beloved math
teacher, department head and admin-
istrative assistant at Millburn Junior
High School. He was Millburn High
School golf coach who coached his
teams to several championships, and
was named Golf Coach of the 60’s
decade by The Star-Ledger. When his
children were younger, Bill was active
locally with Boy Scout Troop 270 and
Westfield Boys Baseball League.

Bill loved a good laugh with friends
and family. He thrived on spending

time with his children and grandchil-
dren and was always ready to make
up a game to play with them.

Bill was predeceased by his sister,
Ellen Jeanne Sangiuliano of Scotch
Plains, in 2006. In addition to his
beloved wife of 58 years, Jo, he is
survived by a brother, Tom, of
Seaford, Del.; two sons, William A.
Sheehan of Williamstown, N.J. and
Mark E. Sheehan of Garwood; a
daughter, Susan Lee (David) of
Malvern, Pa., and seven grandchil-
dren who he loved dearly, Kate,
Victoria, Clare and Elizabeth Sheehan
and Michael, Carolyn and Alex Lee.

A Funeral Mass was offered on
Tuesday, March 6, at St. Anne’s Ro-
man Catholic Church in Garwood.
Interment was private in Keyport, N.J.

Arrangements were by the Dooley
Funeral Home, 218 North Avenue,
West, in Cranford.

In lieu of flowers, donations in
Bill’s name to St. Anne’s Roman
Catholic Church in Garwood or to a
charity of one’s choice would be
greatly appreciated.
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Rosary Altar Society
Schedules Meeting

WESTFIELD – The Rosary Altar
Society of St. Helen and Holy Trin-
ity parishes will meet at noon on
Thursday, March 15, at St. Helen’s
Parish Center, located at 1600
Rahway Avenue in Westfield.

Special honor, in prayer and song,
will be given to St. Patrick, whose
feast day is Saturday, March 17,
and to St. Joseph, whose feast day
is Monday, March 19. Bakery treats
will be served.

Arrangements have been made to
have as guest speaker Edith Coogan,
who will describe her steps in the
founding of Raphael’s Life House
in Elizabeth. All women from the
two parishes and their friends are
welcome. For more information,
call Betty Avis at (908) 233-6813.

IHM Announces Programs
For Lent and Holy Week

SCOTCH PLAINS – To coincide
with the solemn season of Lent, the
Immaculate Heart of Mary (IHM)
Parish will once again host a series of
scripture lectures “with a twist” start-
ing Monday, March 12, and continu-
ing for the two following Mondays.

Paul Gibbons, a lecturer on sacred
scripture at Seton Hall University and
chairman of the Sr. Rose Thering Fund
for Education in Jewish-Christian
Studies, will present a series of three
talks on the Gospel of Mark in the
Father Byrne Auditorium, located
immediately beneath the Main Church.
All the lectures will begin at 7:30 p.m.
and will be free and open to all.

IHM will host a Healing Mass, or
Mass of Anointing, this Saturday,
March 10, at 11 a.m. in the Main
Church. Although the sacrament
termed “Anointing of the Sick” is
normally associated with the termi-
nally ill, this Mass represents a
broader outreach to those who are
troubled in body, mind and spirit.

Members of the community are
invited to share in the Way of the
Cross Fridays during March at noon
and 4 p.m.; the 4 p.m. services are
designed with younger children in
mind, with snacks available down-
stairs upon their conclusion.

The Way of the Cross also will be
a featured part of the parish services
being offered on Good Friday, April
6, again at noon and 4 p.m.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation
will be offered in anticipation of
Easter on Saturday, March 31, at 5
p.m.; Sunday, April 1, at 10 a.m.;
Monday, April 2, at 4 p.m.; Tuesday,
April 3, at 7 p.m., and Wednesday,
April 4, at 7 p.m. Holy Thursday
will feature a celebration of Mass at
7:30 p.m. followed by Adoration.

Good Friday services in Remem-
brance of the Passion will begin at
7:30 p.m. on April 6, encompassing

Veneration of the Cross.
The Immaculate Heart of Mary

Roman Catholic Church is located
at 1571 Martine Avenue in Scotch
Plains. For additional information
on this program or others offered by
the parish, call the parish office at
(908) 889-2100, visit the parish
website, ihmparish.net, or e-mail
IHM123@aol.com.

Joy R. Cowles

Library Friends Sale
To Begin Saturday

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Friends
of the Scotch Plains Public Library
(FSPPL) will begin their annual book
sale with the children’s sale this Sat-
urday, March 10, from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Sunday, March 11, from
noon to 3 p.m.

The adult sale will then begin
Thursday, March 15, and conclude
on Saturday, March 17, with the all-
day $5 bag sale. A Friends-only pre-
view sale is set for Wednesday, March
14, and new members may join at the
door to access that preview.

Volunteers are still urgently needed
for all days of both the children’s and
adult sales, as well as the adult sale set
up scheduled from March 11 to 14.
The sales will take place at the library,
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

For more information, contact
FSPPL President Joe Quarto at
joequarto@gmail.com or visit
scotlib.org. The annual sale aids the
Friends’ non-profit mission of sup-
porting the activities and program-
ming of the library.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Kenneth L. Jones, Devoted Family Man;
Owned and Operated Contracting Firm
Kenneth L. Jones of Scotch Plains,

formerly of South Plainfield, passed
away unexpectedly on Friday, March
2, 2012, at JFK Medical Center in
Edison, surrounded by his loving
family.

Born in Plainfield, Ken was raised
and resided in Scotch Plains, where
he was a graduate of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School. He owned
and operated Kenneth Jones Con-
tracting Company for the past 40
years in South Plainfield. In most
recent years, he had been a service
contractor with Gulf Oil/Cumberland
Farms and C&S Associates
(Jefferson/Lexington Apartment
complexes) in Somerville.

Ken is known for his big heart,
devotion to his family and work, and
lots of laughs shared by the many,
many people he touched during his
life. He also took pride in his large
personal collections of “stuff.”

A wonderful husband, he married
the love of his life of over 40 years,
wife Jean (Wojciechowski). An out-
standing, loving father, grandfather,
brother and son, he will be sadly
missed but remembered always.

He is predeceased by his father,
J.B. Jones; his brother, Marvin Dou-

glas Jones, and his brother-in-law,
Vincent Wojciechowski, Jr.

Surviving are his wife, Jean; his
three daughters, Sherry Smith (and
her husband, Brian), Jeannine Montes
(and her husband, David) and Heather
Jones; his seven grandsons, who knew
him as their “Poppy,” Brandon, Kyle
and Derek, David and Matthew, Ken-
neth and Jason; his mother, Mary
(Nelson) Jones; four siblings and their
spouses, Sandra (Sue) Turner, Donnie
Joe and Norma Jones, Jay Michael
and Jean Jones, and David Wayne and
Barbara Jones, and so many brothers-
in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces and neph-
ews and very dear friends like Melissa
Lapper, Debby Feldman and Zella
Rubin and family.

Funeral services were held yester-
day, Wednesday, March 7, in the
McCriskin-Gustafson Home For Fu-
nerals, 2425 Plainfield Avenue, South
Plainfield, N.J. 07080;
www.mccriskinfuneralhome.com.
Interment followed at Hillside Cem-
etery in Scotch Plains.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his
memory may be made to the Muscu-
lar Dystrophy Association.
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Library to Commence
Foreign Film Festival
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Memorial Library will present its
Spring Foreign Film Festival in
March, April and May on three
Mondays, with screenings at 2 and
6:30 p.m. The library is located at
550 East Broad Street.

The festival will kick off with A
Matter of Size, a Hebrew-language
film that runs 90 minutes, on March
12. Next, the library will offer Toast,
an English film that runs 96 min-
utes, on April 16, and finally, The
Piano in a Factory, which is in Man-
darin Chinese and runs 100 minutes,
will be screened on May 14.

The movies will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries. To
see if a library participates, visit the
Westfield Memorial Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Fanwood EMT Helps Save
Passenger at 30,000 Feet

FANWOOD – A planned cross-
country business trip for Fanwood Res-
cue Squad EMT Ian Lewis was cut
short over the Midwest on February 26
when he jumped into action
to help save an unresponsive
passenger.

Mr. Lewis, a senior project
manager for Sena Systems, a
technology consulting firm,
was flying from Newark to
Santa Ana, Calif., in a seat
towards the rear of the United
Airlines plane. While over
Missouri, Mr. Lewis heard a
commotion coming from the
area outside the rear
restrooms.

A flight attendant had checked up
on a passenger who was inside one of
the lavatories for a long time and found
her unresponsive. The passenger, an
82-year-old woman, was moved onto
the galley floor, where Mr. Lewis be-
gan CPR. The flight crew brought out
an automated external defibrillator
(AED) and a first aid kit that contained
some equipment and medications to
treat cardiac arrest.

“Fortunately, there was a CCU [car-
diac care unit] nurse on the plane who
was able to start an IV and administer
lidocaine and epinephrine,” said Mr.
Lewis, referring to medications typi-
cally used to help jumpstart the heart.
“The woman had no pulse and wasn’t
breathing.”

Mr. Lewis advised the flight crew to
land the plane as soon as possible. The
AED, which gives automated voice
prompts to rescuers, said no shock was

advised, but the woman remained unre-
sponsive. Mr. Lewis continued CPR for
about 45 minutes, the time it took to land
the plane in Kansas City and get local

EMS on board to transport
the woman to a hospital.

Because of patient con-
fidentiality rules, little in-
formation was available on
the victim. However, Kan-
sas City police and fire of-
ficials confirmed the pa-
tient had regained a pulse
and respiration during
transport to the hospital.

“It was all about being
in the right place at the
right time,” said Mr. Lewis.

“Having a CCU nurse on board to
administer the meds and another
nurse helping out made it a team
effort.”

Trinity Church Reveals
Choir Concert Date

CRANFORD – The Trinity Uni-
versity Choir will perform a concert
on Wednesday, March 14, at 7:30
p.m. at the Trinity Episcopal Church,
located at 119 Forest Avenue, at the
corner of North and Forest Avenues,
in Cranford.

The concert will feature works by
Brahms, Tormis, Hindemith and
Palestrina, English anthems, folk
songs and spirituals. Dr. Gary
Seighman, conductor of the Trinity
University Choir, was the choral di-
rector at Cranford High School from
2000 to 2004.

All are welcome to attend this con-
cert. Admission will be free, but a
free-will offering will be taken to
benefit the Trinity University Choir,
the Trinity Episcopal Church Music
Program and the Cranford High
School Choral Program.

Robert A. Schwarz, 89, Active Locally;
Worked For NJ Bell and Taylor Realty
Robert Adolph “Bob” Schwarz, 89,

of Westfield and Brielle, N.J. and
Pompano Beach, Fla., died Sunday,
March 4, 2012, at Overlook Medical
Center in Summit.

He was predeceased by his wife,
Shirley, in 1998, and his parents,
Adolph C. and Janet D.
Schwarz.

Surviving are his son, Ri-
chard Schwarz, and his wife,
Karen, of Brielle; his son,
Douglas Schwarz, and his
wife, Susan, of Westfield; his
daughter, Carol Greco, and
her husband, Norman, of
Westfield and his sister, Jean
Gillie, of Westfield. He also is
survived by his grandchildren,
Kimberly Bongiovanni and
her husband, Daniel, of Brick,
Kathryn Angelo and her hus-
band, Andrew, of Point Pleas-
ant, Richard Schwarz, Jr. of Brick,
Bradford Schwarz and his wife, Mary,
of Hoboken, Christopher Schwarz of
New York City, Kenneth Davidson
and his wife, Jennifer, of Westfield,
Jeffrey Davidson and his wife,
Kristen, of Westfield, and Kyle
Davidson of St. Petersburg, Fla. Ad-
ditionally, four great-grandchildren
survive him, Gracelyn Angelo, Emma
Angelo, Andrew Davidson and
Bradyn Davidson. Finally, a niece,
Linda Winter, and her husband, Gre-
gory, of Westfield, and a nephew,
Bruce Gillie, and his wife, Dana, of
Scotch Plains, also survive.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
Robert attended Lehigh University
briefly prior to enlisting in the U.S.
Navy at the beginning of World War
II. Following commissioning from
Naval Officer Candidate School, he
attended Naval Flight Training School.
After graduation, he accepted an invi-
tation to become a U.S. Marine pilot,
where he finished his service to this
country as a captain, USMC.

Following World War II, he joined
New Jersey Bell Telephone, not in
the field, but at the company head-
quarters in Newark. During his time
with NJBT, he moved into office man-
agement at the local level, working as
a manager in several of the area NJ

Bell business offices.
In 1963, he left NJ

Bell to manage real es-
tate for Taylor Realty, a
family owned business,
and a position he held
until recently. During
these years he was ac-
tive in a variety of com-
munity organizations,
offering his quiet, but
much sought after, level
of leadership. He was
president of the
Westfield Lions Club
and a 55-year member;

Commodore of the Manasquan River
Yacht Club, with 45 years of mem-
bership; president of the Fairbanks
North Condominium Association,
Pompano Beach, Fla.; a member of
Martin Wallberg American Legion
Post No. 3 of Westfield and a 74-year
member of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield. He was a charter mem-
ber and Member Emeritus of the
Roundtable Lunch Group.

Funeral services will begin at 10
a.m. on Saturday, March 10, at The
Presbyterian Church in Westfield, 140
Mountain Avenue, Westfield. Inter-
ment will follow at Fairview Cem-
etery in Westfield. Arrangements are
by Gray Funeral Directors of
Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, the family asks
that donations be made to the
Westfield Volunteer Rescue Squad,
P.O. Box 356, Westfield, N.J. 07091,
the Brielle EMS, P.O. Box 262,
Brielle, N.J. 08730, or to the Salva-
tion Army.
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Gladys G. Haley, 104, Registered Nurse;
Had Been Employed at Area Hospitals

Gladys G. Haley, 104, of Fanwood
passed away on Tuesday, March 6,
2012, at Norwood Terrace in
Plainfield.

Born in Halifax, Canada, she lived
in Fanwood since 1940.

Mrs. Haley, a registered nurse,
graduated from the Overlook Hospi-
tal School of Nursing in 1929. She
was employed at the Presbyterian
Hospital in Newark, St. Barnabas
Medical Center and Orange Memo-
rial Hospital. She was a longtime
member of the Fanwood Woman’s
Club and St. Bartholomew the Apostle
Roman Catholic Church in Scotch
Plains.

Her husband, Fred, and her daugh-
ter, Elinor, predeceased her.

She is survived by her son, Fraser

Haley; her sisters, Regina Lacourse
and Pauline McLean; three grand-
children, Jill, Nancy and Andrew, and
three great-grandchildren, Griffin, Eli
and Holly.

Funeral services will be held to-
morrow, Friday, March 9, at 11 a.m.
at the Memorial Funeral Home, 155
South Avenue in Fanwood. Entomb-
ment will follow at Woodbridge Me-
morial Gardens. Visitation will be
Friday, one hour prior to the service.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the National MS Society
(www.nationalmssociety.org). For
additional information or to sign the
guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Robert A. Schwarz

Ian Lewis


