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RaidersBlue Devils

March 3, 2008:Winning a North
Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 champi-
onship was not enough for the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
basketball team. Seniors Danny
DeCataldo and Bryan Dougher
banged 3-pointers in bunches dur-
ing the first half to lead the 22-6
Raiders to a 71-56 victory over 20-
10 Wayne Valley in the Group 3
semifinal round at East Orange Cam-
pus on March 3.

March 13, 2008: Four years ago
freshmen Erin Miller, Gab O’Leary
and Stephanie Slodycka were facing
a Blue Devils girls basketball pro-
gram that had a 0-23 record the year
before. Their work was cut out for
them but, with the addition of several
talented players over that span of
time, this year’s Blue Devils captured
their first Union County Tournament
(UCT) championship, while finish-
ing with a 17-7 record.

But those freshmen had to take the
first step and that step was to get a
victory. It came when Miller scored
33 points in a 79-57 victory over St.
Dominic in Westfield on December
20, 2004. That step led to a 9-13
record, but more was needed. The
next year, with the addition of Tara
Handza, Gab Jakub, Charlotte
O’Leary, Cyndyl Matthew and Keri
Pringle, the Blue Devils jumped to a
14-10 season and qualified for the
state sectional tournament.

Last year, freshman Diana Venezia
entered the varsity lineup and the
team qualified for the sections, just
missed winning the UCT title by
losing to Scotch Plains-Fanwood in
overtime and finished with a 19-9
record (tied for the most in WHS
girls history).

Early March 2007: Competing
with a conference/county schedule,
which included six top-20 teams, the

Blue Devil boys basketball team
played very effectively to finish with
a 16-10 record – fourth straight win-
ning season – and to qualify for the
North Jersey, Group 4, Section 2 tour-
nament for the fifth time in the past
six years.

Senior Mike Venezia led the team
in scoring with 485 points, including
53 three-pointers, to bring his career
total to 1,079 (third highest in WHS
history). Senior Tom Bonard not only
had the heart of a lion, but he also had
great vision to see what very few
could see. He scored 285 points, in-
cluding 36 three-pointers, and had a
team-leading 35 steals

March 5, 2006: The Lady Raider
basketball team had its best showing
of the season with a 49-45 victory
over second-seeded host South
Plainfield in the North Jersey, Sec-
tion 2, Group 3 semifinals. Raider
point-guard Allie Zazzali led the
charge with a career-high 27 points,
including 10-of-12 from the free
throw line.

March 2005: The graduation of
four super athletes marked the end of
an era for the Raider girls basketball
team. When Hillary Klimowicz, Jenny
Burke, Maura Gillooly and Elizabeth
DeCataldo first stepped onto the court
to play their first varsity game in
December of 2001, perhaps, they
never could have guessed the impact
they would have had. Klimowicz be-
came the all-time SPF scoring leader,

David B. Corbin (March 13, 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
UNION COUNTY BASKETBALL CHAMPIONS…The Westfield High School girls basketball team shown with Westfield
Mayor Andy Skibitsky, upper left, won the Union County title and finished with a 17-7 record (March 2008).
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SPLIT

CRANFORD. Welcome to this lovely three bedroom, two full bath
split level home situated on a private tree-line dead end street. This
home features a spacious eat-in kitchen, living room, family room
with built-ins, laundry room and three large bedrooms with hardwood
floors throughout. A finished basement with a dry bar, workshop and
abundant storage with additional storage in the attic. The backyard is
a park-like setting with a private deck off the eat-in kitchen. $339,000.

Jamie

Garber

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Welcome to this spacious 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath CHC
in a wonderful. This home features an updated eat-in kitchen, family room,
living room with wood burning fireplace, formal dining room, office,
moldings and hardwood floors throughout. The 2nd level has 3 bedrooms
plus an updated full bath with double sinks. The 3rd level offers a huge
bedroom with abundant storage. Professionally landscaped with new front
brick steps and a fenced-in private yard with a patio. $449,000.

Frances

Bradley

and

Ebtsam

“Sam” Sayed

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. This beautiful and spacious home boasts 4
bedrooms, including a 1st floor Master Suite with walk-in closet, Jacuzzi
soaking tub and separate stall shower, and 2 Bedrooms plus office with
full bath on the 2nd floor. Additional updates and amenities include an
updated EIK with granite counters, SS appliances and a wine refrigerator.
A walk-out full basement, two-car detached garage and abundant closet
and storage space complete the appeal of this lovely home. $469,900.

Nancy

Kronheimer

OPEN HOUSE: SUN, 3/11 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub Zero and
Bosch appliances, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters and glass tiled backsplash.
Kitchen rail system for cooking tools and professional lighting. Integrated audio
system in kitchen and throughout home. Bathrooms with custom tile work, top
of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers. Fabulous location on cul-de-
sac, close to schools, town and train. Professionally landscaped private backyard
and custom paver patio. Directions: Rahway - Grove St - Floral Ct. $1,295,000.

Holly

Cohen

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This distinctive 10 room Custom Center Hall Colonial
home has been tastefully renovated and offers an outstanding level of quality
throughout. The top of the line kitchen, custom built ins and fireplace in
the Family Room and granite topped serving bar in the Living Room are just
a few of this home’s delightful amenities that add to the home’s overall
appeal. Set on a tranquil tree lined street just moments to top rated schools,
downtown Westfield, NY transportation and recreation. $919,000.

Associate of the Month

Jamie

Garber

Holly Cohen
Top Lister for the Month of February
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Indians Nip Raiders, 50-47, in Hoops Section
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

range. Forwards Tom Bonacum (8
rebounds, 3 assists) and Anthony
Byers (assist), who led the team with
18 rebounds, along with guard Xavier
Noel-Brooks (6 rebounds), scorched
the net with eight points each. Senior
point guard Dom Gonzales (3 assists,
3 steals) fired in six points, Tyree
Singletary hit a 3-pointer and An-
drew Miller contributed five rebounds
and two points.

Babrow led everyone in scoring
with 18 points. Kornegay bucketed
15 points and Matthews sank 11
points.

Thanks to Kornegay’s eight points,
the 23-3-0 Indians won the first quar-
ter, 12-8. Brooks stepped up for the
Raiders and scored four points, while
Bonacum and Gonzales each sank
one basket.

The effectiveness of a clinging de-
fense and rebounding and taking ad-
vantage of aggressiveness to the bas-
ket proved somewhat different in the
second quarter as the Raiders
outscored their opponent 15-10.
Johnston had connected from down-
town and nailed a 2-pointer, and
Bonacum rolled in a lay-up and went
2-for-2 from the stripe. Byers, Noel-
Brooks and Miller had two points
each. At the end of the half, the Raid-

ers held a 23-22 lead.
But the Indians got back into their

game and rambled to a 19-11 advan-
tage to win the third quarter. It was all
Matthews, who found the mark with
eight points, including a pair from 3-
point range, Babrow sizzled in seven
and Kornegay added two points.
Johnson connected for his second 3-
pointer Byers hit a jumper and went
2-for-2 from the stripe, while
Bonacum and Brooks each sank 2-
pointers for the Raiders.

An energetic Raider assault fea-
tured a 9-2 outburst to begin the fourth
quarter, highlighted by Singletary’s
3-point bomb that tied the score at
43-43.The only disappointing part of
the final quarter was that Babrow
scored six of Rahway’s nine points
including his lay-up that broke the tie
that sent Rayway off on a 7-0 run with
20 seconds to play.

Johnston answered the call for the
Raiders with a pair of free throws to
narrow the score at 50-47 with seven
seconds left on the clock. After a
timeout, Bonacum’s attempt to tie the
game fell just short.

“We just did all the little things,
rebounded the ball well, and that’s
what you have to do against Rahway.
I told them to just keep working, just

keep on working. We were able to fast
break and played good defense. After
we tied the game at 43-43, we stayed
with the trap when we were down by
seven. We did get a chance to tie it,
but sometimes it comes down to mak-
ing shots, and they made a couple
more than we did. At the end, Tom
(Bonacum), a good 3-point shooter
got a good look; sometimes they go,
sometimes they don’t. That’s all you
can do, just keep going, see what
happens and it almost happened,”
Coach Doherty said.

“Two evenly matched teams to
say the least. This is our third battle
with them and I do mean battle,
double overtime last time; tonight it
came right down to the end and I
thought both teams fought really
hard. Every time I thought we put it
away, ‘boom’, they came back.
Kornegay! I think that may have
been the difference, not to say their
guards didn’t play great. Credit to
them! They really played great to-
night,” concluded Rahway Head
Coach Kevin Conroy.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   8 15 11 13 47
Rahway 12 10 19   9 50

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN FOR THE LAY-UP…Raider guard Ian Johnston, right, goes in for the lay-up in the state sectional game against Rahway
on February 29. The Indians won a 50-47 thriller.
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