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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

State’s Investigation of UC Watchdog
Smacks of Oppression, Gestapo, KGB

Community Thanked
For Supporting Resolve

Resolve’s Board of Directors sin-
cerely thanks The Stage House Inn in
Scotch Plains and Two River Bank in
Fanwood for once again partnering
with us to make our recent fundraising
dinner a success, in particular, Ms.
Maria Cianci, vice-president of pri-
vate banking at Two River Bank, and
the management of The Stage House
Inn who gave a huge amount of time
and energy in helping to facilitate
this event.

And to all the guests who attended,
many thanks for your support. It was
an evening spent with great friends,
great food for a great cause.

Barbara Roskin, President
Scotch Plains

New Sewer Tax Could Make Westfield
Less Affordable for Families, Seniors

Governor Should Support Doherty’s
Fair School Funding Plan for Aid

The county tries to intimidate and
harass my wife Tina in trying to stop
her citizen activism. They have
stepped over the line in the past and
have done so again recently when
two special agents from the state Of-
fice of Criminal Investigation came
to our home to “check the status of
her organization.” The document they
were looking for is on file in their
office.

What is outrageous about the un-
announced visit is that the Office of
Criminal investigation is not saying
who initiated or authorized the visit.
Did the agents take it upon them-
selves to make the trek to Cranford?
Were they instructed to by superiors?
Did anyone in Union County govern-
ment play any roll in the investiga-
tion?

Now in Sunday’s Star-Ledger the
spokesman for the state Treasury De-
partment is quoted as saying: the
agents work off tips – usually high-
profile stuff. “What that unit nor-
mally handles is some very sensitive
stuff,” [Andrew] Pratt said, adding
that “sometimes they deal with ter-
rorists…. They’re a serious group.”

I couldn’t believe what I was read-
ing. Is he equating a citizen who is
asking for public records to being a
terrorist? Does the Union County
Watchdog Association warrant the
same attention as terrorist groups?
This statement is disturbing because
it is coming from the state govern-
ment. What message does it send to
all the other law enforcement agen-
cies in the state? Are Tina and I now
put on notice? Do I have to worry

now about any encounter with gov-
ernment authority?

What is worse is that there is no
mechanism to challenge any nefari-
ous actions by these agencies. The
county prosecutor’s office and state
Attorney General’s office are not au-
tonomous and have historically been
unwilling to investigate their col-
leagues.

This latest attack on Tina goes be-
yond a local government official ver-
bally abusing a citizen who asks a
question during the public comment
part of a meeting. This smacks of
oppression. It transcends Tina’s ac-
tivities as an open government activ-
ist. The effort to stop her activism is
now institutionized involving mul-
tiple layers of governmental agen-
cies. Now the government can come
to her door and ask to see her papers?
Who are they Gestapo? or KGB?
Look at any country in the “Axis of
Evil” and you will see the same in-
timidation tactics being used.

I had to check if I was over reacting
before I started writing this, but the
more I think about it the worse the
situation is. This is a matter of a
slippery slope. The subtle harassment
is getting worse and worse and now
to the point of agents are arriving at
my door. I can only image what the
next level will be.

This issue must be addressed now
and someone must be held account-
able. But, to whom are they account-
able? That’s the biggest question of
all.

Joe Renna
Cranford

Editor’s Note: The following letter
was sent to the Governor’s office and
copied to this newspaper.

*****
Dear Governor,
I am concerned about the unequal

funding for our public schools. In
particular, as you know the courts
have mandated that the majority of
state aid is provided to some 31 for-
mally designated Abbott Districts.

This situation was forced on us by
our courts who overstepped their
bounds in dictating funding which
our Constitution mandates is the sole
responsibility of the New Jersey Leg-
islature.

We understand that you have a
plan, which appears to be very lim-
ited in its scope and benefit to the
majority of our towns.

However, there exists a plan spon-
sored by Senator Michael Doherty of
Hunterdon County termed the Fair
School Funding Plan, which would
serve to rectify this situation and, in
fact, would yield to my town of Scotch
Plains some $39 million, your boy-
hood town of Livingston $42 million
and your present town of Mendham

Township $6 million of additional
state aid. In our town of Scotch Plains,
this additional aid would provide al-
most half of our school budget and
would significantly reduce our prop-
erty taxes far more than a 10 percent
cut on our income taxes. It would
mean thousands of dollars versus ten’s
of dollars to the average taxpayer.
Senator Doherty’s plan treats all New
Jersey students equally by providing
almost $7,800 of equal aid to all
students.

Many of us taxpayers and voters
respectively ask you to fully support
and act aggressively for his bill’s
passing.

Oh, just to be upfront this letter
will be shared with the media. It is
possible that the public’s support for
Senator Doherty bill is growing and
you may very well hear from more of
us tax paying, voting public.

Can we count on you to offer your
full and active support for this true
tax relief and correct something that
should never have taken place in the
first place?

Albert Muller
Scotch Plains

Republican Senate Minority
Leader Everett McKinley Dirksen is
alleged to have said, “A billion here,
a billion there, and pretty soon you’re
talking about real money.”

Too bad Senator Dirksen is not
alive to tell the same thing to the
Town of Westfield and its school dis-
trict. The Town Council unanimously
voted to set up a new fee for sewer
usage in order to offset a budget gap
of approximately $1.5 million. The
council unanimously passed an ordi-
nance on first reading which will
allow the town to bill single-and multi-
family housing units $170 for the
year, condominium and townhouses
$135 per unit, commercial and in-
dustrial uses $315, and each apart-
ment unit $100.

Is this “A mere bag of shells,” as
Jackie Gleason as Ralph Kramden
used to say on “The Honeymoon-
ers?” The Town Council thinks so.

But a new tax here and a tax in-
crease there and pretty soon what-
ever is left of the middle class in
Westfield vanishes. That many resi-
dents of Westfield move out of state
or to a lower-taxed community in
New Jersey should be a matter of
deep policy making concern in the
Town Hall. That young families just
starting out in life let alone older
families cannot afford the real prop-
erty taxes in Westfield should also be
of such concern.

There is that old saw, “But we need
the tax increase to fund the township
and the school district.”

 But when does this old saw wear
out? At what point do the legislators
say, “Enough is enough?”

Oh, the school district would ar-
gue. “We need $700,000 to update
any computer system that is even
seven years or older.” But I am writ-
ing this letter on a computer, which is
at least that old and works just fine.

“We need $250,000 with a recur-
ring cost of $30,000 for professional
development.”

 A little here and a little there and
soon it is a lot here and a lot there, to
paraphrase Senator Dirksen.

 So many of the plans and projects
of the township and of the school
district are good if not excellent, but
life is not a matter of having every-
thing one wants. There are limits in a
family budget or should be. In a busi-
ness budget or should be. And in a
government budget or should be.

Serving the public good is impor-
tant, but protecting the private good is
important as well. The Palace of
Versailles built by Louis XIV “The
Sun King” was glorious and is now a
huge tourist attraction, but it nearly
bankrupted France and further weak-
ened the economic position of the
people. The Czars of Russia lived ex-
traordinarily lavish and luxurious lives
in their vast marble and gold encrusted
palaces while the mass of Russian
people lived in abject poverty.

Great societies, great countries can-
not survive on a regimen of high and
higher taxes. The loss is that indi-
vidual initiation and free enterprise
without which there can be no na-
tional economic greatness or oppor-
tunity for individual prosperity.

Stephen Schoeman
Westfield

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

Phone - (908) 232-4407

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dadalian – Ingenious or intricate
2. Ustulate – Discolored or blackened

as if by burning
3. Cuckquean – A woman whose hus-

band has committed adultery
4. Skilder – To live by beggingor steal-

ing

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RORIFEROUS
1. Round or oval in form
2. Producing dew
3. Boisterous; noisy
4. Snarly; tangled

DIABOLIST
1. A sword swallower
2. A nutritionist
3. A devil worshiper
4. An editor

MARICIOUS
1. Sea-dwelling; marine
2. Very sweet; tasty
3. Marshy; covered with water
4. Strong; racy

OMADHAUN
1. A tyrant or despot
2. A fool or imbecile
3. A Moslem cleric; a holy man
4. A Scottish grandfather or great

grandfather

Philatelists Appreciate
Recognition of the 50th
Anniv. WF Stamp Show

The Board of Governors and mem-
bership of the Westfield Stamp Club
wish to express our appreciation and
sincerest thanks to Assemblyman
Bramnick, Assemblywoman Munoz,
Senator Tom Kean and the Legisla-
ture of the State of New Jersey for
their sponsorship and passage of the
resolution congratulating the
Westfield Stamp Club on the occa-
sion of its 50th Anniversary Stamp
Show on March 3, 2012. It was an
unexpected pleasure and an honor to
receive a copy of this resolution from
Assemblyman Bramnick’s office just
prior to the show.

It was placed on prominent display
during the show, and the resolution
was read to the members and guests
present at our banquet that evening.
We are pleased to note that the show
was an outstanding success with
record attendance, a continuously
busy bourse of stamp dealers, an ac-
tive children’s area and standing room
only attendance at the two scheduled
lectures.

Nick Lombardi, President
Ed Grabowski, Vice President

Westfield

Not Donkey or Pachyderm Thing,
Redistrict the Counties for Balance
County government in New Jersey is often the

second largest portion of property tax bills after
the school tax (the school tax is another issue that
needs resolution). The Reform Party of New Jer-
sey has raised an interesting point that 16 of the 21
counties in New Jersey are controlled by either the
Democrats or the Republicans — there is no in
between.

Only Atlantic, Bergen, Cumberland, Gloucester,
Passaic, and Salem counties have two-party repre-
sentation. A single party controls Burlington,
Camden, Cape May, Essex, Hunterdon, Hudson,
Ocean, Mercer, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris,
Somerset, Sussex, Union and Warren counties.

Here in Union County, the Democratic Party has
held all nine at-large seats since 1998. While Re-
publicans run candidates, they do so with little
enthusiasm. It seems as if there is a gentlemen’s
agreement between parties — “Don’t mess with my
empire and I won’t mess with yours.” The GOP has
come no closer than a few thousand votes.

In our view, a second party is needed at the county
level to ensure balanced representation — that real
transparency is taking place — and this does not
necessarily mean Republicans — It could be Re-
formers, Tea Party representatives or even someone
from the Democrats for Change, anyone, but the
sole establishment. This would surely bring things
to the public’s eye that are currently not discussed or
debated at freeholder meetings.

In our view, more balance is needed. Legislation
needs to be passed and signed by the Governor to
redistrict at least some of these 16 counties so that
there is another voice on these boards. Counties
could easily be redistricted to give the minority
party or others an opportunity to win seats. New
Jersey’s definition of the two-party systems means
“one or the other, but never both.” With this two-
party definition, do not count on county taxes or
debt going down anytime soon. Don’t count on
better decisions or policies for the citizens.

Summit elected officials and residents have been
attending meetings the past few weeks encouraging
the Board of Chosen Freeholders to reduce the tax
levy to eliminate some of the burden on Summit
taxpayers. To date those efforts have fallen on deaf
ears at the county.

For the past decade, legislation was introduced in
Trenton that would create “Effectiveness of County
Government Study Commission” to define the role
of county government statewide. Unfortunately,
that legislation died in committee each legislative

session as both political parties were likely heavily
lobbied by county officials of their respective party
to kill the bill. We would like to see lawmakers take
up this effort again as the legislation was first
introduced in 1998 by Senator Louis Bassano (R-
Union Twp.) and remained active through 2011
when Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz (R-21, Sum-
mit) was the sponsor. Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick (R-21,
Westfield) have also been sponsors of this legisla-
tion over the years.

Under that legislation, such a commission would
determine whether county “functions and services
can be performed more efficiently and effectively
by state or municipal government, and if so, [the
commission would] recommend to the Governor
and the Legislature a plan for the reassignment of
those functions and services that it deems better
provided by state or municipal government.”

We also believe Governor Chris Christie should
expand the scope of a task force he established last
year to study whether to move the county prosecu-
tor offices to the state budget. In our opinion, this
study should also include the county courthouses,
county jails and juvenile detention facilities – in-
cluding operating budgets for staff salaries, ex-
penses as well as ownership of the buildings them-
selves including outstanding capital debt. After all,
why is Union County building a $45-million, 78,000-
square-foot family court facility to rectify a state
fire code issue for the tower portion of the Union
County Courthouse? Shouldn’t this be a state issue?
— Does it really have to cost $45 million with all the
real estate currently available at bargain prices? This
debt is being poured to the taxpayer along with the
myriad of others including the multi-$million ban-
quet clubhouse at the Galloping Hills Golf Course in
Kenilworth, and debt from the authorities and agen-
cies. Is it soon to be joined by the new ice skating rink
being studied for Oak Ridge Park in Clark? Even the
bonding agencies are getting squeamish.

A comparison of how the state could fund a
takeover of the bulk of the county criminal justice
system for all 21 counties, such as through the
income tax or some other source of funding, versus
how this would decrease property taxes would cer-
tainly be compelling.

Perhaps even more significant would be identify-
ing where and how much all the debt is before new
projects and other decisions are made. It’s not a
donkey or pachyderm thing, it’s a frantic need to
bring control to the financial chaos.

S

DAYLIGHT SAVING
TIME SUNDAY?...

AS BEN FRANKLIN
SAID, IT’S NOT TO
LET THE SUNLIGHT

IN, IT’S TO LET
THE DARKNESS

OUT...

See more letters on page 5


