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Daylight Saving Time!

Spring Ahead
Sunday, March 11th

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GET YOUR PANCAKES...Adult Troop Leader Gail Rhein and Boy Scouts from No. Troop 104 serve pancakes at the
Scotch Plains Lions Club Pancake Breakfast at the Scotch Hills Country Club on Sunday morning.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STAMP SHOW...Janet Klug of Pleasant Plain, Ohio, past president of the
American Philatelist Society, along with Edward Grabowski of Westfield, stand
by the Grand Prize winner of the Westfield Stamp Club’s annual show held
Saturday in the Westfield Municipal Building.

Courtesy of Judy Joshua
ARROW OF LIGHT...On February 10, Scotch Plains Cub Scout Pack No. 34
Webelos II scouts were awarded the Arrow of Light, Cub Scouting’s highest
honor. These scouts completed all the necessary requirements within the Cub
Scout Trail. In recognition, each scout was presented with a hand-crafted arrow.
Pictured, left to right, are: Josh Venick, James Cerini, Patrick O’Brien, Kyle
Burton, Jimmy Walsh and John Kayser.

Zoning Board OK’s Amended
Plan for UC Netting System

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – In a reversal
last Thursday evening, William But-
ler, the attorney for Union Catholic
High School, 1600 Martine Avenue,
amended his application to the Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment
in order to seek d-(3) variances for
two poles along the first and third
base lines of the school’s baseball
field, and for a netted “extended hood”
over the backstop to contain foul balls
that have landed in neighbors’ yards
along Dutch Lane and Black Birch
Road. The board approved the
amended plan.

At the start of the meeting, Mr.
Butler stated that he was not with-
drawing his original application for
an elaborate system of netting which
was to be supported by 10 poles of
various heights, from 60 feet at home
plate to 110 feet at first and third base,
a move that confused and angered
board members.

The controversy began in 2009
when the school reconfigured the
baseball field, installed artificial turf,
moved home plate and installed a
rubberized running track along the
perimeter of the baseball field. The
school installed a cement slab and
placed bleachers on it, just 12 feet
from the property of Sachin and Rajul
Shah of Dutch Lane who live near the
third base line, and in violation of
local zoning laws. The Shahs’ and
other neighbors on Dutch Lane and
Black Birch Road complained about
encroachments near their property
lines and about balls falling in their
yards. The neighborhood is zoned as
residential, and the homes abutting

the field are in the $1-million range.
The Shahs sued Union Catholic

and the Township of Scotch Plains in
2010 to oppose structures built too
close to their property. The suit was
dismissed by state Superior Court
Judge Karen Cassidy, the Union
County assignment judge. The Shah’s
took the school to court again last
June about the number of foul balls
landing in their yard, and were granted
an injunction by Superior Court Judge
John Malone, prohibiting the school
from batting balls until safety con-
cerns were addressed and in place.
The school needed to comply with
the injunction by the start of baseball
practice, which was to start on March
2, if it wanted to play this season.

The original application before the
board was for variances to accom-
modate the netting system in an at-
tempt to comply with the injunction,
and to ensure safety to the neighbors.
Neighbors felt the 10-pole netting
proposal was intrusive and estheti-
cally unattractive.
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
AMERICAN HERO…Anthony “Tony the Vet” LoBue marched through Scotch
Plains, where he grew up, on Tuesday carrying an American flag, hoping to draw
attention to the sacrifice and needs of veterans on his 100-mile trek from Allentown,
Pa. to Grand Central Station in New York City. He is pictured with Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool in front of the town’s September 11th Memorial.

Proposed SP Budget Would Hike
Property Taxes By Average of $46

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Township
Manager Chris Marion presented to
the township council on Tuesday his
2012 municipal budget proposal – a
$22.3-million spending plan that, if
adopted, would result in a 3.8-cent
increase in the municipal tax rate
this year.

For the average assessed home of
$121,800, that would spell a munici-
pal property-tax increase of $46.28,
from $1,742 last year to $1,790. The
council will introduce the budget at
its Tuesday, March 20 meeting, but

will hold meetings with department
heads to discuss particular spending
proposals on Thursdays, March 15
and March 22, in advance of the
anticipated public hearing and vote
on the budget on Tuesday, April 17.

Mr. Marion will provide details of
his executive budget at the council’s
March 20 meeting, but in his four-
page letter to the council that accom-
panied his budget notebook, he said
that $2.24 million in township sur-
plus would be used to balance the
2012 budget. Other revenue sources,
besides property taxes, include
$2,227,587 in state aid – the same

level as last year – $570,000 in con-
struction code fees, $15,000 in inter-
est on investments and $1.6 million
in miscellaneous revenue.

Also at the council’s conference
meeting on Tuesday, Mr. Marion pre-
sented his capital budget proposal,
which calls for between $1.5 million
and $1.75 million in funding for a
variety of 2012 projects, including
road and street improvements, storm
sewer upgrades, fire department
equipment upgrades, some parks
improvements, an upgrade of the
police department’s 911 system, ve-
hicle acquisition for the public works
department and some upgrades for
Scotch Plains Television. The final
numbers will be settled on prior to
the council’s introduction of a bond
ordinance on March 20 to finance the
capital program.

 It is expected that sewer fees for
2012 will remain the same as last
year, despite an expected lower level
of fees to be collected. Rates each
year are set based upon average wa-
ter usage in the previous year’s Octo-
ber-November-December period.
Assistant Township Engineer Joe
Timko said on Tuesday that 615 mil-
lion gallons were used in that fourth
quarter 2010 period, but dropped 7
percent to 571 million gallons in the
same period of 2011. Of that 44 mil-
lion-gallon decline, 36 million of it
was from non-residential properties,
Mr. Timko said. As a result, if users
were billed this year at the same rate
as last year, and taking into account
the lower water usage, collections in
2012 would amount to $2.535 mil-
lion versus $2.62 million last year.

 To maintain rates and to close the
expected shortfall, Chief Financial
Officer Lori Majeski said about half
the $899,000 surplus at the sewer
utility can be used to balance its bud-
get this year. Most of the council
concurred, although Councilman
Kevin Glover again urged – as he did
last year – that the surplus funds be
returned to ratepayers. “Times are
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FW to Unveil Budget March 20
With Average Tax Hike of $7.67

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the borough council, at
Tuesday night’s monthly agenda
meeting, reviewed figures in the pro-
posed 2012 municipal budget.

As it stands now, the average
Fanwood homeowner would see a
projected total (municipal, library,
county and school) tax increase of
about $55, according to preliminary
budget calculations prepared by
borough Chief Financial Officer Fred
Tomkins.

Mr. Tomkins and Mayor Mahr

emphasized that the proposed mu-
nicipal portion of the tax bill is “basi-
cally flat,” increasing about $7.67
per household.

“Basically we’re able to keep a lid
on things,” said Mr. Tomkins, point-
ing out that no layoffs or reductions
in services are proposed and “appro-
priations are actually less than last
year.”

Mr. Tomkins estimated the pro-
posed increase at about “one-third of
1 percent.”

“We came in well below the [state’s
mandated] 2-percent cap,” Council-
man Kevin Boris said.

“I don’t think anybody will have a
problem with this budget,” Mr.
Tompkins added, although empha-
sizing that the projected numbers with
respect to the county could change.

Mayor Mahr indicated the govern-
ing body plans to introduce its mu-
nicipal budget at its Tuesday, March
20 regular meeting; formal adoption
following a public hearing could
come as soon as about a month after
introduction.

In other business Tuesday night,
Mayor Mahr, following a discussion,
requested that an evening meeting be
scheduled at the Carriage House

within the next week regarding plans
for flood control work in the
Glenwood and Tillotson Road neigh-
borhoods.

The borough has applied for low-
interest financing from the New Jer-
sey Environmental Infrastructure
Trust Fund to pay for the long-talked-
about project, totaling nearly $2.2
million. A key issue is securing the
required easements (about $212,000
worth) from local property owners to
facilitate the installation of under-
ground pipes.

Councilman Robert Manduca
asked how the easements estimate
was calculated. “Did you knock on
people’s doors and ask them what
they wanted?”

Rosario Santos, with T&M Asso-
ciates, the borough’s engineering
firm, indicated the easement estimates
are based on comparable property
values in the region.

Councilman Mike Szuch suggested
that the borough “reach out to prop-
erty owners before we put the cart too
far out front.”

“The sooner you have the meeting,
the better,” Borough Attorney Den-
nis Estis agreed.
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SP-F BOE Prepares to Submit
$85-Mil. Budget to County

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Another bud-
get report presentation was given by
Business Administrator James Davis
last Thursday evening at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting. The meeting was held spe-
cifically for the members of the BOE
to finalize what they are proposing to
the county’s executive superinten-
dent of schools.

According to Mr. Davis, the total
proposed operating budget for the
2012-2013 year is $85,690,101,
which represents an increase from
last year by a little more than $3
million. The proposed school tax levy
is $74,816,890, about $1.2 million
over last year’s school tax.

The overall tax levy increase is 1.6
percent, which is within the 2-per-
cent cap, Mr. Davis said. Because of
the district serving both Scotch Plains
and Fanwood, Mr. Davis explained
that Scotch Plains taxpayers will pay
77.8 percent of the school tax levy,
while Fanwood residents pay 22.1
percent. He also noted that the for-
mula to figure out the allocation

comes from the School Funding Re-
form Act.

The report states that the average
increase for Scotch Plains will equal
about $71 annually on the average
assessed home in Scotch Plains,
equaling $121,800, and $9 annually
in Fanwood on an average assessed
home in the borough of $84,000.

Mr. Davis also noted that the state
aid given to the district for next year
is $2.7 million, an increase of
$551,411 over last year.

It was noted that members of the
BOE’s finance committee, which in-
cludes Betty Anne Woerner, Warren
McFall, Douglas Lane and Nancy
Bauer, all worked to set aside money
for technology in addition to bring-
ing some relief to taxpayers.

After the brief report, Ms. Bauer
noted, “This is the first year that we
haven’t had to cut teachers. I am so
happy that we are not cutting staff.”

Mr. Lane commented that, “I am
glad we are returning some money to
the taxpayer, in addition to making a
wise investment in computers in the
elementary schools.” Ms. Bauer noted
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