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Spring Ahead
Sunday, March 11th

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
HARD AT WORK...Hundreds of people gathered in the Westfield High School cafeteria on Saturday for the Westfield
Rotary Club’s Pancake Breakfast, which featured entertainment for adults, honoring of local volunteers and a children’s
fair for the younger crowd. The annual event raises money for scholarships for Westfield High School students. Above,
volunteers help to make the annual event a success.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
STAMP SHOW...Cheryl Ganz, curator of the National Postal Museum in
Washington, D.C., shows part of her personal collection from the Hindenburg
at the Westfield Stamp Club’s show held Saturday at Town Hall. Included in
the collection was a partially burnt envelope recovered after the crash.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
BREAKFAST SERENADE...The Westfield High School Concert Band, under
the baton of music teacher Chris Vitale, perform at the Rotary Club’s annual
Pancake Breakfast at the Westfield High School on Saturday morning.

Chief John M. Parizeau

Westfield Police Chief Parizeau
Announces Retirement After 31 Yrs.

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – After 31 years with
the Westfield Police Department,
Chief John Parizeau has announced
his retirement effective August 1. Due
to time owed for vacation and sick
days, Chief Parizeau’s last day on the
job will be March 29, exactly 31
years from the day he started on pa-
trol, March 29, 1981.

Chief Parizeau told The Westfield
Leader that he has a couple of job
offers and has not made up his mind
yet as to what he will be doing. He
said that he made the decision to
retire as he is still young enough to be
marketable for a new job, but has

already reached the maximum 30-
year pension credit.

The chief started his career at the
Westfield Police Department in the
patrol unit and quickly rose to the
rank of detective. In 1985, when the
department became computerized,
“somehow I got volunteered for that
project” he told The Leader. Despite
predictions that the process of com-
puterizing the department would only
take a few months, and that he would
be able to return to the detective bu-
reau, it took much longer and the
chief became a core part of the
department’s administration. After
being promoted to lieutenant he
served as the department’s public in-
formation officer and was also in
charge of scheduling, training and
ensuring officers’ certifications. Chief
Parizeau became chief six years ago
following the retirement of former
Chief Barney Tracy.

He told The Leader that he took
over as chief just as the economy
collapsed and that the department had
to cut back, saying, “it was trying.”
But he added, “I have to give credit to
my guys...they did more with less.”

“I’m going to miss it, definitely,”
Chief Parizeau told The Leader. “I
had the best time ever here and I
would do it again in a second.”

Mayor Andy Skibitsky told The
Leader, “He’ll be missed. He’s got
the professionalism and the quiet
confidence to do it (the job of chief)
well.” He added that the chief has left
the department in a good position.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said, “I’m sorry to see him go.” He
added that he enjoyed working with
the chief over the years and that he
“served Westfield well.”

Due to the newness of Chief
Parizeau’s announcement, the town
has yet to decide on what the process
will be for selecting the next chief,
but Mr. Gildea assured The Leader
that the town “will have a process”
soon.

Chief Parizeau is the most recent
among several Union County police
chiefs to announce their retirements.
In the past year, Clark Police Chief
Denis Connell, Summit Chief Robert
Lucid and Garwood Chief William
Legg retired. Cranford Police Chief
Eric Mason recently announced his
pending retirement, as he has been
named the township’s administrator.

HUD OKs Senior Housing
For St. Anne’s School Site

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) has officially
approved funding for Westfield Senior
Housing Corporation (WSHC) to build
a 72-unit apartment complex for people
age 62 and over on the former St.
Anne’s School property in Garwood.

The project, which was announced
in 2010, has already received approval
from the Garwood Planning Board and,
according to HUD, the borough has
approved the project for tax exemp-
tions.

“Our goal is to begin actual physical
development (of the property) some-
time in the fall,” WSHC Board Presi-

dent Robert Conroy told The Westfield
Leader. He added that the board wants
to “get it done sooner, rather than later,
because there is a real housing need
and we want to meet that.” He said that
it would take approximately a year
from the time they break ground to
complete the project.

HUD is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that “pro-
vides very low-income elderly persons
62 years of age or older with the oppor-
tunity to live independently in an envi-
ronment that provides support services
to meet their unique needs.” The project
is slated to receive $11,719,100 for
capital costs and $1,588,500 for rental
assistance over three years. According
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Courtesy of Liz Fennik
AGREEMENT DONE…Karen Simon, executive director of the Westfield Senior
Housing Corporation (WSHC), signs the funding agreement between HUD
(Housing and Urban Development) and the WSHC to develop the St. Anne’s
property in Garwood, as satisfied participants look on. Pictured, left to right, are:
Robert Conroy, WSHC Board chairman; Reverend Richard Villanova, pastor of
St. Anne’s Church; Garwood Councilman Timothy Hak, Ms.  Simon and
Garwood Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi.

Board OK’s Y’s Plan to
Modernize Clark St. Facility

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Operating in a
structure that was built before the
Great Depression, the Westfield Area
‘Y’ will modernize its facility to bet-
ter accommodate the elderly and
handicapped populations.

The Westfield Board of Adjust-
ment voted unanimously last Wednes-
day to grant preliminary and final
major site-plan approval, with C and
D variance relief, to construct a three-
story elevator, new hallway and
restrooms on the third floor, new stair-
way and lift for access to the Wallace
Pool, safety walk and safety stairway
in the rear of the building, as well as
a new entrance ramp and vestibule in
the front of the existing building.

Board Chairman William
Heinbokel emphasized in his closing
remarks, the changes are “modest” in
scope; “this is not an expansion of
use.”

After listening to three members of
the public speak on behalf of approv-
ing the application, Mr. Heinbokel
said he “agreed with much of what
we heard from the public; [the ‘Y’]
provides more than just exercise. It’s
a valuable asset...and we want it to
continue to be an asset.”

The ‘Y’, built in 1927, added its
pool and gym in 1960. The Clark
Street vestibule was established in
1985, but no major improvements

have been made in more than 25
years.

In his testimony, Westfield ‘Y’ CEO
Mark Elsasser said during his 10 years
in charge, the senior population has
“increased dramatically,” from 850
to 2,000. In addition, he said the
facility houses special-needs pro-
grams and has offerings for people
with Parkinson’s disease. The pro-
posed improvements to the ‘Y’ were
made with these populations in mind,
he said, adding that the facility has to
improve its accessibility.

In addition, he said the existing
three-foot ramp at the front of the
building is “inadequate” for accom-
modating not only handicapped indi-
viduals, but families with small chil-
dren and strollers.
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Westfield Council Debuts Budget;
Town Applies for Grants

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town council’s
finance committee unveiled
Westfield’s $36.95-million 2012
municipal budget, Tuesday night, and
TownAdministrator Jim Gildea an-
nounced that the town has applied for
grants that would fund the hiring of
new police officers and firefighters.

Finance Committee Chairman Sam
Della Fera said 2012 was “another
challenging year” and that one of the
ways the committee met the budget
needs was by “reducing salaries and
wages for the third year in a row.”

Mr. Gildea said the town came in
under the required 2-percent cap,
which he said is “a very significant
achievement when you have a lot of
statutory requirements.” He added
that while the town has lost employ-
ees through attrition, unlike other
towns, there have not been any lay-
offs.

Although in past years the town
had surplus or money in the sale of
town assets account, in this budget
there are none, which Mr. Gildea said
has put the town in a good situation
as, “these decisions will now sustain
revenue regeneration.”

Residents will now be charged a
sewer fee which will bill single and
multi-family housing units $170 for
the year; condominium and
townhouses $135 per unit; commer-
cial and industrial uses $315, and
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BOE Told Schools Need
$13.5 Mil. In Roof Repairs

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Westfield schools
feature 10 football fields worth of di-
lapidated roofing, architect George
Duthie told the Westfield Board of
Education on Tuesday night, and it
would cost more than $13.5 million to
repair. In response, one BOE member
has suggested floating a bond.

Interim Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro said Westfield’s build-
ings are “well-maintained,” but called
the schools’ roofs “one major area that
we have had a difficult time funding.”

Westfield had previously been
thwarted in its efforts to contract with
solar-energy firms that would place
solar panels on the schools’ roofs. After
inspecting the buildings, companies
believed it would “not be cost-effec-
tive” due to the condition of the roofs.
It was at this point that the district asked
Mr. Duthie to assess their condition.
Mr. Duthie told BOE members that
each school in town has experienced
leaks, and his conservative estimate to
address Westfield’s six elementary
schools, two intermediate schools,
Westfield High School, Lincoln School,
BOE Office and Kehler Stadium Field
House was $13,567,026. In total, he

proposed more than 421,760 square
feet of roof space in need of replace-
ment.

According to Mr. Duthie’s report,
the district’s previous roofing-recov-
ery project is now “failing.” The sprayed
polyurethane foam is 10-plus years old
and “beyond its useful life.” The aver-
age age of a Westfield school roof is
more than 20 years old. A new covering
would have a 20-year warranty and
“last longer if well maintained.” He
said there is a “sense of urgency” to
perform this work now, as leaks are
“difficult to keep up with,” and repair-
ing water-damaged ceilings “consumes
a large part of the maintenance staff’s
time and budget.”

Board President Richard Mattessich
called Mr. Duthie’s report “eye-open-
ing” and said the board now “has its
arms around the magnitude of the is-
sue.” Mr. Duthie said Westfield has “an
ambitious amount of work” on its hands,
but it could be completed in the sum-
mer of 2013 if four contractors were
used.

Board member Ann Cary said there
“would be few things I would be in
favor of bonding,” but noted that the
district is “never going to have” $13.5
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