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DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

This Is Westfield A MUST for businesses and
organizations in the region.
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Home Values Have Dropped:
Shouldn’t Property Taxes?

James M. Foerst

SCOTCH PLAINS – Is a property
tax appeal right for you?

In the last five years, home values
in Union County have dropped dra-
matically. As the real es-
tate market is depreciat-
ing, your property taxes
have been increasing. As
a taxpayer, you have the
right to appeal your prop-
erty-tax assessment as a
means to reduce your real
estate tax obligations. As
a taxpayer considering an
appeal, you should un-
derstand that you must
prove that your home’s
assessed value is legally
“unreasonable.” With a
successful tax appeal, your lowered
tax assessment will be set for three
years, which can amount to consider-
able savings. The best way to suc-
ceed in appealing your taxes is to
present your claim to the courts
through expert tax and legal counsel
with local knowledge.

James M. Foerst is the principal of

Spector Foerst & Associates and has
been assisting families with real es-
tate and tax issues for more than a
decade in our local community. Mr.

Foerst brings with him
his experience with local
government and the mu-
nicipal budget process.

Save money in this
economy. Make the sale
of your home more at-
tractive. Reduce the long-
term expenses associated
with your home. Make it
more affordable to stay
in your house. All with
lower property taxes.

Tax appeals must be
filed by April 1. For more

information about tax appeals, visit
www.spectorfoerst.com and com-
plete the complimentary assessment
form to see if you can save money on
your taxes, or get started with a free
consultation by calling James M.
Foerst at (908) 322-4886.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

GRAND ADVENTURE...Patrick Mahoney, Jr., a seventh grader at Roosevelt
Intermediate School in Westfield, enjoys The Westfield Leader on a recent trip to
the Grand Canyon.

Betsey Burgdorf for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HOUSEWIFE IN THE FARMHOUSE…Former “The Real Housewives of New
Jersey” star, Dina Manzo, was in Westfield on Monday filming a segment of her
HGTV series “Dina’s Party” at the Farmhouse Store on East Broad Street. Pictured
with Ms. Manzo are Farmhouse Store co-owners, Ed Menapace, left, and Bill Curtis.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CROWD CONTROL…The Westfield Police Department was hired by a private
entity to control the influx of visitors to Fairview Cemetery after singer Whitney
Houston was buried there on February 19. According to Westfield Police Chief
John Parizeau, taxpayers are not responsible for the added security.

not require total roof replacements
on the buildings. He also stated that
these were “the four worst” roofs in
the district.

At the conclusion of the presenta-
tion, board member Nancy Bauer ex-
plained for the public that “a lot of
time was spent in committee asking
very specific questions about the bud-
get.” She also noted that the exact
impact on taxpayers has yet to be
determined and would not be known
until the state aid figures were plugged
into the budget.
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Courtesy of Tom Kranz
BLACK HISTORY MONTH...Peter Harvey, former New Jersey attorney gen-
eral, spoke at The Chelsea at Fanwood on  February 21 as part of Black History
Month. He spoke broadly about the need for citizens to become involved in the
political process.

chairman of the Elizabeth-based The
National United Youth Council and a
member of the Union County Advi-
sory Board on the Prevention of Vio-
lence, thanked the freeholders for
passing a resolution supporting the
recognition by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control that youth violence is a
public health problem in the United
States. As such, the resolution states
that there is a need for youth violence
prevention programs/policies in
Union County. Mr. Ismial said Union
County is the first New Jersey county
to pass such a resolution.

During the public portion of the
meeting, Springfield resident Karen
Bonacorda asked the board to “inves-
tigate an apparent lack of mainte-
nance for Union County parkland
and the Rahway River in Spring-
field.” She said there is “so much” silt
deposits upstream off Springfield
Avenue that “it displaces flood water
outside the dikes and exacerbates
flooding because it has not been
cleared.”

Downstream, she said, there is gar-
bage deposited from Hurricane Irene
and previous floods. “Garbage is lit-
tered throughout the parkland, and
while unsightly, also gets washed into
the river and clogs downstream
bridges during rainstorms,” Ms.
Bonacorda said.

In addition, she said, tree trunks
“litter the dikes” and trees pulled
from the river during the hurricane
have yet to be removed from the
park.

County Engineer Tom Mineo re-
sponded that the county is working
with Springfield as some of the main-
tenance issues involve township
parkland. He said the county will
work with Springfield “to maintain
and clean up any trash” in the park.
Although the dike is on Springfield
parkland, he said the county would
work with the town to address dam-
age to the dike caused by fallen trees.

The county engineer said cleaning
up the Rahway River, however, would
require approval from the New Jer-
sey Department of Environmental
Protection (DEP). Mr. Mineo said he
would contact the DEP to “see what
their thoughts are…on dredge re-
moval on this particular section of
the river.”

Tom Garvey, representing the tax-
payers of Summit, said the city’s
school budget will be flat while the
city budget is going up less than 1
percent or $50 per household, while
he heard Union County taxes will
rise 10 percent. He said Union County
taxes rank in the top five out of 3,000
counties nationwide, with Summit
paying the highest tax in the county.

“The entire school budget of $62
million for the Summit schools is less
than the increase in [state] aid given to
the Elizabeth schools,” Mr. Garvey said.

Bruce Paterson of Garwood told
Mr. Mirabella he should “rethink”
who should chair the board’s fiscal
committee, saying Freeholder
Sullivan has a “conflict” because he
is interim executive director of the
Union County Utilities Authority,
which is included in the county’s
“revenue stream.”
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Cemetery Financially
Responsible for Security
By BETSEY BURGDORF

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The media atten-
tion has faded surrounding the sud-
den death and the unexpected inter-
ment of singer Whitney Houston at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield, but
police presence is still noticeable at
the cemetery gate.

Questions have arisen as to who
is responsible for payment of the
round-the-clock police presence,
needed to keep curious fans out of
the private cemetery.

Westfield Police Chief John
Parizeau told The Westfield Leader
that although he cannot “comment
or release information on the secu-
rity procedures in place,” Westfield
taxpayers are not responsible. “The
compensation for the police offic-
ers is being provided by a private
entity,” Chief Parizeau said.

Despite police presence, several
audacious fans have attempted to
“crash” the gate, claiming they are
visiting loved ones buried in the
cemetery.

“All the fans of Ms. [Whitney]
Houston have been respectful to
being turned away from the prop-
erty,” stated Chief Parizeau. “Those
with loved ones are permitted entry
after speaking with the officer at
the gate.”

Because of the level of Ms.
Houston’s celebrity, and the mag-
nitude of interest in her final rest-
ing place, the Westfield Police De-
partment required the assistance of
several other local departments to
keep the area surrounding Fairview
safe for motorists and residents.

“With the cooperation of the
Union County Police Department,
the Union County Emergency Re-
sponse Team and the Cranford Po-
lice Department, we were able to
minimize the impact of the burial
service to our community,” Chief
Parizeau said. “I would also like to
thank the residents in that area with

being patient and understanding, as
well as those who have been visit-
ing loved ones at the property.”

Westfield Town Administrator
Jim Gildea concurred, telling The
Leader that Westfield residents will
not bear the cost in any way of the
24/7 security and that the safety of
the community is not being com-
promised. “The private property
owner has made arrangements with
the Westfield Police Department for
private security at their own ex-
pense. These private arrangements
have no impact on the daily opera-
tions of the police department,” Mr.
Gildea stated.
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FW Plan Bd.
sey Department of Transportation,”
the mayor said.

Mayor Mahr said there is a
$25,000 grant available from the
New Jersey Department of Com-
munity Affairs, which she would
like to see used for crosswalks and
façade design. Mr. Renaud re-
sponded that, “you need to get the
borough engineers to draw a plan
and submit it.”

Mayor Mahr added that, “Part of
the study we’re going to do is asso-
ciated with crosswalks.”

“It makes the intersections safer,
but maybe we should eliminate
parking there because parked cars
makes traffic go slower,” Mr.
Molenaar said.

Board member Daniel Zucker
suggested that the borough move
away from its “Victorian look.” “We
can look retro, but not that far back,”
he said.

There will be a planning board
agenda meeting on Monday, March
19, and a regular meeting on
Wednesday, March 28, at 7:30 p.m.
at the municipal building on North
Martine Avenue.

tion process, he asked the new risk
manager to review all levels of insur-
ance coverage and related practices
for compliance with JIF requirements.

“Because the determination was
made mid-year, we decided to imple-
ment the requirement for the 2012
season,” he said. “There has been no
revenue lost due to the absence of the
hold-harmless agreement.”

When asked about the new require-
ment possibly hindering the usage of
township fields, he said, “Registra-
tion and/or participation should not
be impacted…and we expect that our
fields will be used to full capacity
again this year.”

Mr. Marion confirmed that St.
Bart’s Softball Commissioner Tom
Kucin contacted Parks and Recre-
ation Director Ray Poerio and ex-
pressed his concerns regarding the
hold-harmless agreement; Mr. Kucin
also provided a modified hold-harm-
less agreement for the township’s
consideration.

After reviewing the proposed
agreement with the township
attorney’s office, township risk man-
ager and the JIF representative, “it
was my decision that all organiza-
tions would be required to sign off on
the standard JIF hold-harmless agree-
ment for 2012 and that the comments
and concerns submitted by [St. Bart’s
Softball] would be submitted to the
JIF for further discussion and revi-
sion in 2013 (if appropriate),” Mr.
Marion said.

Mr. Talcott said he hopes the town-
ship will table the issue for another
year.

“Considering that several leagues
have issues with the hold-harmless
document, and the fact that the sport-
ing season is fast-approaching, it
might be a good idea for Scotch Plains
to hold off one year from instituting

their new policy. This would allow all
affected parties to iron out issues,” he
said.

Mr. Marion, when asked, said he
was unaware of any other groups be-
sides St. Bart’s finding fault with the
new requirement.

“We really want to work with the
groups,” he said. “We don’t feel it’s an
imposition; it’s only to make sure the
township is covered.”

To further his point, he made an
allusion to the musical Footloose.

“The people can still dance; we’re
just asking them to be accountable for
the steps they are taking,” he said.

Separately, Mr. Talcott also took
issue with a new $30-per-participant
fee for each player who does not re-
side in Scotch Plains or Fanwood.
According to the township’s resolu-
tion, the $30 surcharge is levied against
non-residents participating in any
youth or adult sports program admin-
istered by the Scotch Plains Recre-
ation Commission or any of the allied
associations, as well as any recreation
program with a registration fee greater
than $240.

According to Mr. Marion, the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission imple-
mented the measure earlier this year
“to help offset the costs associated
with the ongoing upkeep and mainte-
nance of township facilities.”

Mr. Talcott said Union County resi-
dents have already contributed to the
financing of Scotch Plains’ field im-
provements through the township’s
Open Space Tax and because of these
improvements maintenance costs are
less.

Mrs. DePaola said the out-of-town
surcharge “is not so much of a rev-
enue-maker as it is an equalizer for
the resident taxpayers who use the
facilities and are charged a lesser
amount or nothing.”
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St. Bart’s League Police Chief Mason Named
Cranford Administrator

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor David
Robinson announced on Tuesday that
Police Chief Eric Mason, who has also
been serving as acting township ad-
ministrator since last summer, would
assume that position permanently.

Mr. Mason, a 34-year veteran of the
police department and its chief since
2003, “has earned the right” to the
administrator’s position, the mayor said
at the end of Tuesday’s township com-
mittee meeting. Township officials have
praised Mr. Mason’s performance as
acting administrator, especially his role
in the recovery from Hurricane Irene
last summer. He took on the duties as
acting administrator when former ad-
ministrator Marlena Schmid was placed
on involuntary administrative leave last
September. Mr. Mason will officially
retire from the police force on May 31,
thus necessitating a search for a new
police chief.

In other business, the committee ap-
proved ordinances setting salary ranges
for several dozen township employees
and raising —“very minimally,” in the
words of Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins
— the fees for the township swimming
pools. The committee also introduced an
ordinance that will prohibit the feeding
of wildlife in Cranford. Commissioner
Lisa Adubato-Nesi said the ordinance is
aimed primarily at curbing the feeding of
deer on both public and private property.
She said this practice has led to other
wildlife, including foxes, coming into
residential neighborhoods. The public
hearing on the ordinance will be held on
Tuesday, March 27.

Another ordinance was introduced that
lowers the minimal usage for sewer fee
assessments from 75,000 gallons to
25,000 gallons. Deputy Mayor Kalnins
said this was being done in an effort to
make the sewer fee “more equitable.” He
noted that the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) fees charged to
Cranford are going up 20 percent this

year. Mayor Robinson said “the goal is to
incent conservation,” and pointed out
that those who use the least water will see
an average decrease in their sewer fees of
about 28 percent. The public hearing on
the ordinance will also be held on March
27.

The committee approved, with two
abstentions, a resolution backing a bill in
the state Legislature that would scrap the
current formula for disbursing state aid to
local boards of education and replace it
with a system of equal assistance for
every student in New Jersey, namely
$7,481 per student, regardless of where
the school district is located. Mayor
Robinson said such a change would re-
sult in more than $20 million in addi-
tional state aid to the local board of edu-
cation. Commissioner Edward O’Malley
abstained, saying the township commit-
tee was “looking to vent some frustra-
tion” without having adequately analyzed
the proposal. Commissioner Adubato-
Nesi also abstained, saying that while she
supported the “concept,” the proposed
legislation had “not been vetted enough.”

The committee also approved a resolu-
tion naming the new park at the former
site of Roosevelt School as Theodore
Roosevelt Park.

The township committee is complet-
ing its work on the 2012 municipal bud-
get, and Commissioner Kevin Campbell
said the five members would go over the
budget “line by line” at their conference
meeting on Monday night. Mr. Kalnins
said the budget was ready for introduc-
tion, but that committee members still
wanted to review it to look for additional
ways to lower expenditures and keep the
tax rate from rising too much. And Mayor
Robinson said that even after the budget
is formally introduced in the next several
weeks, there would still be time for
changes to be made before the budget is
voted on later in June.
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