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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
REDEDICATION CEREMONY…Freeholders Bette Jane Kowalski and Al Mirabella of Fanwood speak at the Cranford
Rescue Squad rededication ceremony held Sunday. The building that housed the squad was destroyed during Hurricane
Irene.

QUICK RESPONSE…The Knights of Columbus Council at St. Bartholomew
the Apostle Roman Catholic Church in Scotch Plains recognized emergency
responders from Fanwood and Scotch Plains at their annual Shield Awards
ceremony on February 23. The two towns’ police, fire and EMS organizations
choose members to receive recognition. Among this year’s award recipients
were Fanwood Police Officers Elliott Bernard, second from left, and Tony
Espinoza, fourth from left. They were  awarded for their quick response last fall
to the home of a Fanwood resident whose heart had stopped. Their quick use of
CPR and an AED saved his life. The man, Andy Glaydura, with his wife, Pat,
right, handed the officers their certificates. Also present was Fanwood Police
Chief Richard Trigo, left.

NEWEST ROTARIANS...The Rotary Club of Fanwood-Scotch Plains recently
inducted its newest members. Pictured, from left to right, are: Mindy Scarlett,
Alternative Press; Gina Fragner, K & S Music; Kristy Bell, L & B Printing, and
Maureen Gavan-Dobis, ERA Real Estate.

SP-F BOE Hears $85.1 Million
Operating Budget Proposal

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Another bud-
get report presentation was given by
Business Administrator James Davis
last Thursday evening at the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Board of Education
meeting. This was the second time
during February meetings that the
budget was presented to the public.

According to Mr. Davis, the total
proposed operating budget for the
2012-2013 year is $85,084,506, of
which 56 percent is allotted for sala-
ries. He also stated that benefits for
district employees makes up 19 per-

cent of the budget.
During the presentation, Mr. Davis

noted that state aid figures came out
and they still had to be plugged into
the budget. Scotch Plains-Fanwood
is to receive $2,751,204, an increase
of $551,411 over last year. Mr. Davis
reported that the revised budget with
the state aid figures was due to the
county by Monday, March 5. He also
noted that there would be a special
board of education meeting for fur-
ther budget discussion tonight, Thurs-
day, March 1. The meeting will start
at 7:30 p.m. as there will not be an
executive session.

Last week, Mr. Davis reported that
total classroom expenses for the up-
coming school year are up
$1,920,027 from the current school
year. He noted in the year 2012-
2013, the total classroom expenses
totaled $49,317,838, while last year
the total equaled $47,397,807. He
further noted that an additional
$3,501,255 would be added to the
total instruction line for basic skills
programs, English as a Second Lan-
guage programs, co-curricular pro-
grams and athletics. These added
expenses were said to be $30,115
higher than the 2011-2012 budget.

Mr. Davis reported again that the
custodial and maintenance line of the
budget had decreased by $919,187.
He stated that the reason for the re-
duction was that previously a $1.2-
million maintenance fund had been
appropriated. He noted that approxi-
mately $500,000 of this money was
set to be used for the Heating, Venti-
lation and Air Conditioning (HVAC)
replacement project to be done at
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.
To update the maintenance portion of
the budget, Mr. Davis said that 10
bidders had made proposals on the
current HVAC project and that it was
awarded to the lowest bidder at
$487,000.

He also noted that there was a long-
range plan to replace 17 HVAC units
“to improve both the air flow and
energy efficiency to the building.”
Mr. Davis additionally stated that
these units currently date back to the
original building, which is approxi-
mately 50 years old. He said the units
would cost an estimated $165,000
per unit and that they would be re-
placed on a “piecemeal basis over the
next few years.”

In his report, Mr. Davis also noted
that roof repairs need to be done at
Brunner School, Evergreen School,
School One and Park Middle School
this summer. He said the projects did

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BOE ELECTION CHANGE…Union County Clerk Joanne Rajoppi is interviewed
last week by Paul Peyton, The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times assignment editor, on
the change of the school election from April to November. See story on page 2.

Costs of Family Court
Building Up to $45 Million

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday introduced two ordinances
and passed a resolution regarding
construction of a $45-million, 78,000-
square-foot family court building
being built at 10 Cherry Street in
Elizabeth. The new building will in-
clude a 150-space parking deck.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan said the
$45-million cost includes $36 mil-
lion for construction costs; $5.2 mil-
lion for demolition of the existing
building, construction management,
architectural and legal fees, and $3.7
million for the cost of the bond and
debt service.

“It’s starting to sound like a boon-
doggle,” said Garwood resident Bruce
Paterson. He said cost estimates have
jumped from an original $20 million
to the now $45-million total. “The
whole facade (of the family court
building) is basically window walls”
which he said is not an efficient con-
struction plan.

“The taxpayers are footing the bill
for this,” Mr. Paterson said. “You are
actually now borrowing legal costs,
you’re borrowing the engineering
costs. You’re borrowing the soft costs,
$9 million, which is 25 percent of the
hard costs.”

County Counsel Robert Barry ex-
plained that the issue on the family
court dates back nine years, when the
state first informed the county of fire-
code issues and safety issues in the
courthouse tower.

“We have investigated a number of
alternatives,” Mr. Barry said, noting
that the state gave the county two
initial options, one for an exterior
staircase on the tower or to build an
interior stairwell into the tower.

He said building an interior stair-
well would have caused “an enor-
mous disruption” of the courts as
well as “enormous costs” of $29 mil-
lion. He said talk of moving court-
rooms to another location was first
discussed two years ago.

Finance Director Bebe Taylor said
the debt payments for the family court
building for the next 11 years, begin-
ning May 1, 2013, are projected to be
$1.8 million annually. She said after
2024, debt payments would increase
as principal on the bond is included
in the payments. The county’s net
debt is currently $556,196,024, al-
though she said the family-court
project would not impact the county’s
net debt as the project is being funded
with revenue bonds and lease pay-
ments.

In other business, the board passed
a resolution “to explore privatization
options for county government.”

“With regard to ongoing budget
discussions and negotiations that we
have we feel that it’s necessary to
explore all potential options relative
to what may be the most efficient way
to provide services in various com-
ponents of county government,”
County Manager Al Faella said.

County employee David Weeks of
Elizabeth said he has heard that lay-
offs were possible as well as
privatization of Runnells Specialized
Hospital in Berkeley Heights.

“We are working through the bud-
get process right now and there are a
lot of things that are on the table to
solve the issue we have with our
budget,” Freeholder Mirabella said.
He said officials are “aggressively
looking for ways to present a budget
that will work for this county.”

On another matter, Salaam Ismial,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

FW Planning Bd. Considers
Changes to Conditional Uses

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD - The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board talked about making
changes to the existing ordinances
in the borough, and explored ideas
for the downtown commercial dis-
trict at last Wednesday’s meeting.

Richard Renaud, planning board
attorney, recommended deleting
community shelters, and residences,
from the list of conditional uses in
the borough. This provision is pre-
empted by a New Jersey statute,
which provides community resi-
dences for the developmentally dis-
abled, community shelters for vic-
tims of domestic violence, and for
those who are terminally ill, or for
persons with head injuries. This also
applies to adult family care homes
for elderly persons and physically
disabled adults, which are permit-
ted uses in all residential districts.
Mr. Renaud said community shel-
ters cannot be a conditional use in
the borough and this section should
be removed.

Mr. Renaud also suggested that
residences that are located over a
business (second floor) in the gen-

eral commercial zone be permitted
as a conditional use so people do
not have to make an application to
the planning board.

Board member Matthew Juckes,
who serves on the environmental
commission, suggested, although
it is not required, that a Master Plan
environmental inventory be done
with regard to the “green element,”
such as wetlands and foliage.

Regarding South Avenue, and ex-
pansion of the redevelopment plan
to include the corner of South and
Martine Avenues, Board Chairman
Jack Molenaar suggested there be a
five-year window for existing busi-
nesses to refurbish their property
or someone else could develop the
property. Mayor Colleen Mahr said
the primary goal would be to clean
up that area of the borough.

Mayor Mahr also said she is look-
ing for an outline of recommenda-
tions for crosswalks to foster a pe-
destrian-friendly downtown, and
how to correlate that with on-street
parking. “We need to figure out
what we want to do and if we have
to get approval from the New Jer-
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St. Bart’s League Disputes SP’s
New Hold-Harmless Requirement

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – By updating
its procedures last year, Scotch Plains
may inadvertently cause the cancel-
lation of one long-standing softball
squad’s season.

According to Scotch Plains Mu-
nicipal Manager Christopher Marion,
after a comprehensive review of the
township’s insurance policies and
risk-management practices last year,
it was determined that a hold-harm-
less agreement should be required

from all organizations that utilize
township facilities. The standard
agreement was obtained from the
Suburban Municipal JIF (joint insur-
ance fund) and sent out to all of the
organizations that utilize township
fields.

A signed copy of the hold-harm-
less agreement is required back from
each organization before permits will
be issued for the 2012 season. The
hold-harmless clause protects Scotch
Plains Township from any liability
that may occur during the time the
facilities are being used.

The St. Bartholomew (St. Bart’s)
Old-timers’ Softball League has taken
issue with the decision. The league
has been in existence since 1978 and
features 150-plus players.

St. Bart’s Publicity Chairman Dean
Talcott said signing the waiver would
make the league liable for other ac-
tivities in the park, including non-
softball-related happenings such as
people using the basketball court or

the playground equipment.
“As of now, we are not in a position

to sign the agreement,” Mr. Talcott
said. “If we can find ways to further
protect ourselves to the extent that
our risk level is reduced to a satisfac-
tory level, we may then decide to sign
it. Otherwise, our 2012 season may
be cancelled.”

And with its 2012 league draft night
scheduled for April 20, “the timing is
tough,” Mr. Talcott said. “If we found
out last September, we would have
had time to discuss things,” he added.

Township Councilwoman Mary
DePaola, who serves as deputy mayor,
said that since Mr. Marion became
municipal manager, “we have tried to
update a lot of our procedures that
were previously a ‘handshake deal.’
No town can operate like that any
longer.”

Mr. Marion said when the town-
ship hired a new risk-management
firm last March, as part of the transi-


