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SCHIAVO SLAPS 3 HITS, GETS 3 RBI; DENNER 2 HITS, 2 RUNS, BILLINGS SCORES 3 RUNS

Westfield Blue 12s Get Jump on Mountainside in Districts
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Eighth grade graduation took
its toll on the Mountainside 12-
year-old baseball team that sur-
rendered an 11-run first inning
to the Westfield Blue team that
went on to claim a 15-1 victory in
the pool play portion of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 21.

The absence of several players
placed Mountainside in an awk-
ward situation of shuffling its
defense, and Westfield Blue as
the visiting team took advan-
tage of any irregularities.
Westfield Blue, on the other hand,
played stellar defense, snagging
key line drives that could have
produced runs for Mountainside.

“There were a couple of plays
early in the game. First inning,
we had bases loaded, one out
and Chris Schmedel hit a line
drive. The first baseman made a
nice play and doubled us up at
first. It was hard to watch. We
tried to keep the kids in the
game, and hopefully, we will live
to fight another day,”
Mountainside Head Coach Joe
D’Angelis said.

“We jumped out on them early.
We got some good breaks. Balls
fell in for us in the first inning. We
took advantage of chances that
were given to us,” Westfield Blue
Head Coach Dan Eliades said.

“It’s happened to us before.
We have a young team. Forty
percent of our team is 11-years-
old. It’s a long summer. We just
started playing summer ball here
and hopefully it turns around,”
Coach D’Angelis said.

Westfield Blue found success
with all three of its pitchers, be-
ginning with Cory Hiltz, who
pitched the first inning and al-
lowed one run on two hits, while
walking one. Brett Denner re-
lieved and pitched two scoreless
innings, while walking two and
allowing no hits. Sean Taylor
pitched the fourth inning and
retired the side 1-2-3.

“We got great starting pitching
out of Cory Hiltz, who’s been our
ace all year. Brett Denner gave
us some good innings in the
middle of the game. Sean Taylor

closed the game out. He pitched
very well,” Coach Eliades said.

Mason Boenning, who tossed
the third and fourth innings, was
Mountainside’s most effective
pitcher. He yielded just one hit in
each inning, but no Westfield
Blue player managed to cross
the plate.

“Mason did a nice job changing
speeds and hitting the target. I
think earlier in the game, we
looked like we weren’t ready to
play to some degree, and Mason
came in and settled us down,”
Coach D’Angelo said.

Westfield Blue totaled 11 hits
and got six of its nine free passes
(1 hit batter) in that momentous
first inning. Mark Schiavo (2 runs
scored) ripped three RBI singles
in his four plate appearances.
Denner singled twice, scored
twice, walked once and had an
RBI. Leadoff hitter Cory Billings
singled, walked twice and scored
all three times. Matt Manning
singled, walked, scored twice and
had two RBI. Nate Reyes had an
RBI single and scored twice. Chris
Marner singled, scored once,
walked, reached base on a

catcher’s interference call and
took a glancing fastball to the
helmet. Andrew Eliades rapped
an RBI single and scored once.
Hiltz singled, walked and scored
once. Tanner Devin walked twice,
scored once and added an RBI.
Graham Studwell walked in his
plate appearance.

“We got big hits from the big
guys in the middle of our lineup.
Nate Reyes and Matt Manning
have been hitting well all season.
Cory Billings is always on base
and scoring a lot of runs,” Coach
Eliades said.

Both of Mountainside’s hits
came in the bottom of the first
inning. Dylan DeFronzo walked,
Matthew Perez-Santalla singled,
Pat D’Angelis reached safely on a
throwing error and Boenning
sizzled an RBI single to leftfield.
Their rally ended when
Schemedel drilled a scorching
line drive into the glove of Reyes,
who stepped on first for a double
play.

Mountainside’s Justin Tavares
and Joe D’Angelo each drew a
walk in their two plate appear-
ances. Tani Marke grounded out
to third and reached safely on an
error, and Will Tracy grounded to
third and to first in his two plate
appearances. Only one strikeout
was recorded in the entire game.

Earlier in the tournament,
Westfield Blue lost to Chatham
and a strong Scotch Plains-
Fanwood team but came on to
beat South Orange/Maplewood
before stopping Mountainside.

“It was a good team effort.
Hopefully we have done enough
to advance. We put ourselves in
a hole early in the tournament.
Now we need a little bit of help to
move on to the next round,”
Coach Eliades said.
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SWIPING SECOND BASE…Westfield Blue’s Chris Marner steals second base in the first inning as Mountainside
shortstop Mason Boenning, front, catches the throw and second baseman Tani Marke, No. 4, backs up the throw.


