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l'ennemi du journaliste
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Modeled after the style of the
varsity team that recently won
the Group 3 championship, the
Cranford 12-year-old baseball
team exercised timely hitting and
seized opportunities on the base
paths to defeat Summit, 11-1, in
the pool play portion of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 24.

The Little Cougars upped their
record to 3-1 to place themselves
in a favorable position for the
seeded portion of the tournament.

“We are 3-1. We lost to Millburn,
but we have been playing really
well lately. The kids are hitting,
playing good defense and are
aggressive on the bases,” Cou-
gar Head Coach Tom Ronan said.

The Little Hilltoppers, on the
other hand, were playing in only
their second Ripken Tournament
game, which was just their third
in summer ball, so searching for
the proper setup was still a chal-
lenge for the Summit coaches.

“This is our second game in the
tournament and third game this
season, so I am still getting to
know the kids. The kids are still
getting to know the different
positions, but it’s coming to-
gether. They are having fun. It is
all about improving and having
fun. They will be fine,” Summit
Head Coach Hank Gordon said.

CONNOLLY RAPS 4 RBI, 3HITS; WALDNER 3 RBI, 2 HITS; PERINO 3B, 2B, 1B, 2 RUNS SCORED

Cranford 12s Topple Summit in Ripken District 12 Tourney
In their three innings at the

plate, the Cougars pounded 13
hits, including six doubles. Lead-
off hitter Matt Perino went 3-for-
3 with a triple and a double, had
an RBI and scored twice. Pat
Connolly banged in four RBI with

a pair of doubles and a single,
while scoring once. Brian Waldner
(2-for-2, run scored) hammered
a three-run double, and Sean
Petrucci drilled an RBI double
and scored once.

Cougar Alex Esposito (RBI),

Tommy Ronan (RBI), Chris
Librera and Gordon Graceffo each
singled and scored once. Anthony
Patella scored in both of his plate

appearances. Colin Reilly
launched a long fly ball that
eluded the right fielder’s glove.
Jack Cellan and Pat Jarosa each
had a plate appearance.

Cougars Perino, who pitched
the first three innings, and

Graceffo, who pitched the fourth
inning, combined to limit the
Hilltoppers to one hit and two
walks, while notching six
strikeouts.

“Matt and Gordon throw hard.
They move the ball around. They

are smart on the mound. I got to
give credit to my catcher Chris
Librera. Credit goes to all the
kids. Everyone of them played
well,” Coach Ronan said.

Leadoff batter Greg Vlass had
the Hilltoppers’ only base hit, a
single to right field in the third
inning. Dylan Ingerman walked,
stole third base and scored
Summit’s only run in the second
inning. Andrew Kanaley walked
and stole second base. Will
Gibson and Brady Scheaffer each
had two plate appearances, while
Daniel McGill, Max Hayford,
Tommy Walker, Addison Drone,
Matt Supran and Joe Shepard
each had one plate appearance.

The Cougars scored a run in the
bottom of the first inning. Perino
drilled a leadoff triple – he was
awarded third on an interference
call while rounding second base.
Connolly followed with a looping
RBI single over first base.

Waldner led off the second in-
ning with a single, but the next
batter drilled a line drive to short-
stop that was caught by
Schaeffer, who fired to first to
double up Waldner. After the next
batter reached safely on a throw-
ing error, the Cougars exploded
with 10 hits, which included five
doubles, and a walk to plate 10
runs.

Schaeffer relieved and fanned
the next batter for the third out
and added two more strikeouts
in the third inning, while walking
one and permitting no further
runs.

“That’s one of the things we do
in practice. We do a two-out
hitting drill. Put the ball in play,
and obviously it paid off for the
kids,” Coach Ronan said.

Despite the very successful in-
ning, Coach Ronan was concerned
with some miscommunication on
the base paths when a runner on
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MAKING THE PUTOUT AT THIRD BASE…Cranford 12s third baseman Anthony Patella, No. 14, puts the tag on
Summit’s Max Hayford in the second inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament in Westfield.


