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The final 2011-12 ShopRite Cup
standings are in and the winner in
Group 4 is Hunterdon Central. The
Red Devils, from Raritan Township,
finished first despite the fact that they
did not win any state team champion-
ships. In fact, their best finish was
second place by the softball team, and
they are currently in the process of not
rehiring the longtime coach (more on
that later).

The final standings list six teams in
Group 4 – Hunterdon Central (68),
West Windsor-Plainsboro South (64),
Bridgewater-Raritan (50), and Chero-
kee, Columbia and Livingston, all with
47 points. WHS, despite three state
championships, was not listed.

Among the other winners were:
Group 3: Moorestown.
Group 2: Haddonfield.
Group 1: New Providence.
Non-Public A: CBA.
Non-Public B: Gill St. Bernard’s.
Now, back to Hunterdon Central

and its legendary softball coach Pete
Fick. The 71-year-old has won over
700 games, and indications are that
this year was one of his best coaching
jobs ever, reaching the Group 4 final
with an eight-loss team. But still he
apparently is going to be replaced.
Why?

Interesting question, considering
that a couple years ago the same school
fired its volleyball coach. All her team
did was win a state title and go 36-1.
She got canned for, among other things,
not allowing the boys to sing on the
bus after a loss.

Boys basketball coach Brian
Glennon – with over 300 career victo-
ries, the winningest in school history –
was not rehired.

And please don’t get me going on
how the school board opted to not re-
name their Field House in honor of
longtime wrestling coach Russ Riegel,
the longtime athletic director who put
Hunterdon Central on the state map.
(This is the same school, remember,
that named its football field after a
basketball coach.)

Again, why?
Gimme a P … gimme an A … gimme

an R … gimme an E … gimme an N …
gimme a T … gimme an S. What’s the
spell? PARENTS. What’s the spell?
PARENTS.

Do I know this for a fact? Actually,
yes; at least according to my source for
Hunterdon County sports – Mr. Lowell
Snare. Sure, not all the parents of ath-

letes at Hunterdon Central are bad
people. But it only takes a couple of
well-positioned people to stage a coach-
ing coup d’etat. And apparently there
are enough of them out there to be able
to fire any coach, at any time, no matter
how successful he/she may be.

They put out their money for camps,
travel teams, AAU teams, elite teams,
and showcase tournaments, so their
kids better play! Or they want to know
the reason why! The coaches of those
teams tell the parents (duh) how great
their son/daughter is, so it must be the
high school coach who doesn’t know
what he’s doing.

(Why parents would pay thousands
and thousands of dollars for those
camps/teams, to get back a scholarship
of a couple hundred bucks, if they get
anything, is an even better question.)

And let’s not forget what happened up
Route 31 at North Hunterdon, where
Snare’s brother Parker, who played foot-
ball at Montclair State with WHS’s Bob
Brewster, was let go as soon as he won
his 500th baseball game in 2011. They
even rescheduled meaningless rained-
out games to get him to No. 500 so the
athletic director could bring in his own
guy to coach in 2012. They rushed him
out the door so they could start resod-
ding and repairing the baseball field.

“They wanted to start a new era, and
they did,” Lowell said. “They set a
school record this year with 16 losses.”

Anyhow, Hunterdon Central may
have won the ShopRite Cup, but as the
old film title said, “What Price Glory?”
Yes, 20 years from now the ShopRite
Cup list of champions is just going to
say who won in 2012 and not what
happened along the way. The un-re-
hired coaches will be little more than
minor speed bumps on the ultimate
road to success. Sometimes you’re the
windshield, sometimes you’re the bug.

(On a side note, the great Victor
McLaglen and the equally cool James
Cagney starred as Captain Flagg in the
1926 and 1952 movie versions of What
Price Glory?)

HALL OF FAME UPDATE
The 2012 Westfield Athletic Hall of

Fame induction dinner will be Mon-
day, Nov. 19, at the Westwood, in
Garwood. The dinner will be the con-
clusion of a full day that includes a
noon luncheon at the high school.

This year will feature the largest
class ever inducted, including 2010
inductee Greg Chlan, who was unable
to attend that dinner due to surgery.

This year’s inductees (chronologi-
cally):

Henry Stevens (1916): basketball,
baseball

Terry Bentley (1957): football,
swimming, tennis

Roger Love (1957): honoree
Ray Bailey (1960): basketball, base-

ball
Dan Nichols (1961): swimming
Football team (1961)
Jim Kovacs (1962): football, track
Paul Byrne (1969): football, track
Gordon Clark (1970): swimming
Steve Schramm (1976): diving
Boys tennis team (1978)
Noreen Morris (1983): soccer, bas-

ketball, track
Mike Drury (1987): soccer, tennis
Kim Kumpf (1990): soccer, basket-

ball, softball
Aimee Stout (1992): gymnastics,

cross-country, swimming, track
Shaun Cherewich: football and la-

crosse coach
SCHOLAR-ATHLETE UPDATE

Congratulations to Nate Mitchell,
WHS’s 2011-12 Scholar-Athlete.

Mitchell was a record-setting quar-
terback last fall, in his only year var-
sity, leading the football team to a 7-3
record. He set school records for just
about every passing statistic: attempts
in a season (184), completions in a
season (102), and yards in a season
(1,255).

He also scored 137 points as a point
guard on the basketball team.

He will be attending the University
of Richmond.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
The 2012 WHS football schedule

features an interesting group of oppo-
nents, and is easily one of the toughest
schedules in school history.

New to the regular-season schedule
are former playoff opponents
Hunterdon Central and Phillipsburg,
recent rival Bridgewater-Raritan and
first-time foes Franklin and
Hillsborough. Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Elizabeth, Union and Plainfield round
out the schedule. Ancient rivals Linden
and Rahway are gone.

Looking at the schedule, it’s safe to
say that by Oct. 1, we should have a
pretty good idea of how good WHS
will be this fall.

The 2012 football schedule:
Sept. 7, at Elizabeth, 7 p.m.
Sept. 14, at Hillsborough, 7 p.m.
Sept. 22, Phillipsburg, 1 p.m.
Sept. 29, Hunterdon Central, 1 p.m.

Oct. 5, at Union, 7 p.m.
Oct. 13, Franklin, 1 p.m.
Oct. 19-20, bye week
Oct. 27, Bridgewater-Raritan, 1 p.m.
Nov. 3, at Scotch Plains-Fanwood,

1 p.m.
Nov. 9-10, playoffs
Nov. 16-17, playoffs
Nov. 22, at Plainfield, 11 a.m.
Speaking of WHS football, the Blue

Devils currently rank No. 5 among
New Jersey’s all-time winningest pro-
grams with 583 victories. The team
has also won 14 sectional champion-
ships, although the most recent was
back in 1977.

Here are New Jersey’s top 10
winningest football programs:

  1. Phillipsburg 637
  2. Hammonton593
  3. Paulsboro591
  4. Montclair590
  5. Westfield583
  6. Atlantic City578
  7. Woodbury561
  8. Glassboro553
  9. Millville 552
10. South River541

BALL UPDATE
Congratulations to James O’Rourke,

a first team all-state selection.
O’Rourke, Mike Mondon and Matt
Varakian earned first team all-county
honors, as did softballers Audrey
Peterson and Shannon Schaefer.

The Westfield Post 3 American Le-
gion season has begun and, at last
look, Westfield was 2-2 in the Union
County League’s 19-under division.
The season ends Friday, July 13, at
Union’s Teener Field. Other teams in
the seven-team league are Roselle,
Watchung Hills, Summit, Linden and
Kenilworth.

The Westfield 17-under team is cur-
rently 3-5, losing twice by one run to
unbeaten Scotch Plains.

In a recent Devil’s Den, we printed
a list of the 28 players who attended a
celebration of coach Bob Brewster’s
500th career victory, and ninth Union
County Tournament title. It was a great
group of talent and got me to wonder-
ing how many of them were still play-
ing summer hardball. How great would
it be if Westfield had together a team –
unlimited age limit, like the old-time
Merchants – in, say, the Morris County
Majors? Any team that had Brian
Ciemniecki, Brian Butts, Jay Cook,
Jim McKeon, Brett Picaro, Tom
Bonard, Billy Hearon, Mike Murray,
etc., etc. would be an awful lot of fun
to watch. If any of you guys read this,
send me an e-mail and let me know
what you’re doing.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
school year (and when something hap-
pens). Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

They May Be No. 1,
But Not in My Book
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Marketing New Jersey Real Estate at the Highest Level SM 

937 Hillside Avenue, Plainfield

$450,000
Located in the Historic Hillside District, this historic Victorian home boasts all of the charm

of the era while providing the updates of modern living.  Enjoy the Victorian charm of the

High Ceilings, Hardwood floors and enormous wrap around porch which has been known

to hold 100 guests for social functions.  The master bedroom suite does provide a private

bath and an exclusive private deck.  Additional amenities include an updated kitchen with

a center island, 6 additional bedrooms and 2 full baths.

704 Highland Avenue, Westfield
$1,200,000

Nestled in "The Gardens”, a highly desirable area of Westfield, New Jersey, this elegant, eclectic

and captivating Spanish mission style home was built in the Victorian era. Original architectural

details have been lovingly maintained and preserved, including beveled glass doors, brass fixtures,

rich paneling, box beam ceilings and inlaid hardwood floors. Many of the rooms feature original

stained glass panels over the windows. The third floor features a bonus room with a fireplace, that

is currently being used as an art studio, but has many additional uses. There are many surprises in

this special home, including a "secret room" and a generous, "hacienda" wrap-around porch.

2012 RAIDER
SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains - Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 9 - JULY 13
JULY 30 - AUG. 3

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Co-Ed • Grades 1-9

Goal Keeper Training

Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Tactical Camp for Teams

Indoor Facilities

Boys and Girls

Grades 1-12

Cougar Softballer Siragusa
Named Third Team All-State

Cranford High School junior pitcher
Julie Siragusa, along with Governor
Livingston Highlander Jenna Kulback,
have been selected to the All-State
Third Team in softball by The Star-
Ledger. Four Lady Cougars and three

Westfield Blue Devils received All-
Union County (UC) honors.

In addition to being a very effec-
tive pitcher, Siragusa (All-Group 3
First Team, All-UC First Team) was
even more effective at the plate.
Siragusa amassed a .685 avg., ham-
mered 11 home runs and led the team
with 32 RBI. On the mound, she
pitched 129 innings, rarely walked
anyone, recorded 124 strikeouts and
yielded 41 earned runs.

Blue Devil senior first baseman
Audrey Peterson and sophomore out-
fielder/pitcher Shannon Schaefer,
along with Cougar senior catcher
Melissa Moreno (All-Group 3 Sec-
ond Team) were named All-UC First
Team.

Peterson had some big power num-
bers at the plate with seven doubles,
five triples and five home runs. She
went 41-for-82 for a .500 batting
average (BA), scored 18 runs and led
the team with 29 RBI. Schaefer also
had a .500 BA (43-for-86), belted
three doubles and two triples and led
the team with eight home runs and 35
runs scored, while adding 26 RBI.
Moreno batted in the No. 3 spot and
finished the season with a .534 bat-
ting average (avg.). She also had 21
RBI and belted four home runs.

Cougar shortstop Ali Verrilli and
second baseman Stephanie
Bagniewski were named to the All-
UC Second Team. Blue Devil sopho-
more shortstop Cali Chambliss was
named to the All-UC Third Team.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
THIRD TEAM ALL-STATE…Cranford junior Julie Siragusa was selected
Third Team All-State. Siragusa amassed a .685 batting avgerage, hammered 11
home runs and led her team with 32 RBI.


