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NOT JUST BURGERS…Burger Palace is now open at 251 North Avenue near
the north side train station platform. The restaurant serves breakfast, lunch and
dinner. Attending the recent ribbon cutting, from left to right, are: Jeffrey
Christakos, Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC); Westfield Councilman
Sam Della Fera; Mayor Andy Skibitsky; Mohamed and Heba Helal, Burger
Palace; Mitch Beinhaker, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce chair-
man; Councilman Dave Haas; Peter Vietes, DWC, Sienna Vietes; and Robert
Centrella, DWC.

Motorists Face Additional
Charges in Fatal Accident
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WESTFIELD – Two motorists who
were involved in a fatal accident last
January in town were served last week
with additional charges by the Union
County Prosecutor’s Office.

According to authorities, around
6:05 p.m. on January 25 a car driven
by Patricia Currie, 68, of Scotch Plains
was passing through the intersection
of North Avenue at Tuttle Parkway
when it appears she grazed a pedes-
trian as he crossed the street, Union
County First Assistant Prosecutor
Albert Cernadas said. Ms. Currie
immediately stopped and offered as-
sistance to the man, attempting to
lead him across the street.

Witnesses reported that as the two
walked across the road, a Chevy Cava-
lier, driven by Charles Casiere, 84, of
Westfield, struck the pair, causing
injuries and propelling them several
yards down North Avenue. Almost
immediately after, a second vehicle,
a GMC pickup driven by John Diaz,
74, of Westfield, struck Ms. Currie,
who was now in the roadway, caus-
ing further injury, Mr. Cernadas said.

Ms. Currie was taken to Overlook

Medical Center in Summit and pro-
nounced dead a short time later. The
male pedestrian, David Kervick of
Westfield, was transported to Uni-
versity Hospital in Newark for treat-
ment.

Previously, Casiere, who stopped
at the scene, was charged with driv-
ing while intoxicated (DWI), failure
to yield to a pedestrian in a crosswalk
and reckless driving. Diaz was
charged with DWI, failure to yield to
a pedestrian in a crosswalk, failure to
report an accident and reckless driv-
ing.

Last week, Casiere additionally was
charged with vehicular homicide and
assault by auto. State Superior Court
Judge Scott Moynihan set Casiere’s
bail at $50,000. Diaz additionally
was charged with leaving the scene
of a fatal accident. Judge Moynihan
set his bail at $25,000. The judge set
both the bails on the condition that
the men have interlock on any cars
they drive.

Both men surrendered to Westfield
police headquarters on June 20 and
posted bail.

DWC Promotes Upcoming
Events; Approves Grants

By DOMEINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of the Westfield’s
special improvement district (SID),
discussed upcoming events to be held
in town this summer and also ap-
proved several grants to be awarded
to local businesses during its monthly
meeting Monday night.

The Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz
Festival was the first event promoted
by the board. Held over nine con-
secutive Tuesdays from July 3 to
August 28 at 7 p.m., the event gen-
erates  revenue for the many busi-
nesses in the downtown area, mainly
those involved in the restaurant in-
dustry. DWC Executive Director
Sherry Cronin stated that in the case
of inclement weather the festival
would be held the following Wednes-
day.

Ms. Cronin explained the signifi-
cance of the festival to local busi-
nesses and the town at large. “So
many people come downtown…it’s
such a great way to bring people and
expose them to downtown. Really,
the restaurants are the ones who prob-
ably benefit the most, because they
say it’s like a Friday or Saturday
night on a Tuesday.”

DWC Board Chairman Dominick
Verdic also commented that a num-
ber of restaurants in town bring back
some of the bands other nights of the
week to further promote themselves
and the downtown area.

Almost 40 bands will be perform-
ing over the course of the summer at
different locations around town. A
full schedule may be viewed on the
DWC’s website, located at
WestfieldToday.com.

The board next promoted
Westfield’s Annual Sidewalk Sale,
scheduled this year from July 12-15.
This event is more geared toward
retailers in town, most of which par-
ticipate and offer discounts for their
wares. Ms. Cronin said the sale would
remain open in the event of inclem-

ent weather.
The final event promoted by the

board was the annual Downtown
Westfield 5K Run and Pizza Extrava-
ganza. The run is scheduled for
Wednesday, July 25, at 7 p.m. Over
2,500 runners and 6,000 spectators
were present for the event last year.
Thus far, 900 runners have registered
for the 5K Run this year.

Information on registration for the
run can be found on the DWC’s
website. According to Ms. Cronin,
registration for the run can only be
accomplished online. Ms. Cronin
stated that Casa di Pizza, Cosimo’s
and Ferraro’s would again be provid-
ing the pizza for the runners at the
conclusion of the event. Ms. Cronin
said the DWC is requesting volun-
teers to assist with the run.

In other news, the board approved
grants for four businesses located in
the SID. The DWC regularly pro-
vides grants to new businesses for
signage and other exterior work and
also to established businesses that
upgrade signage and otherwise im-
prove their exterior facade in an ef-
fort to offset some of the costs in-
volved.

American Shoe Repair, Kennedy’s
All-American Barber Club, Pegasus
Sporting Goods and The Rug Gallery
of Westfield will be receiving grants
for improvements made to their re-
spective businesses.

While three of the four businesses
awarded grants are new in town, the
board was most enthusiastic for the
upgrades scheduled for American
Shoe Repair. “This is a big improve-
ment going on over there [at Ameri-
can Shoe Repair],” Ms. Cronin stated.
“The fact that this is actually coming
to fruition with all these improve-
ments that we have down East Broad
Street is really fabulous in my opin-
ion.”

The DWC’s next Board of Direc-
tors meeting open to the public is
scheduled for Monday, August 27, at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street.

SPBPA and FBPA Award
Grads With Scholarships

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — During the Scotch
Plains and Fanwood Business and
Professional Associations’ 2012
barbeque in the park and scholarship
ceremony on June 13, four Scotch
Plain-/Fanwood High School gradu-
ates were presented with scholarships.

The food for the barbeque, which
was held in La Grande Park, was
provided by Flannery’s Irish pub of
Fanwood.

Steve Goldberg, vice-president and
scholarship chairman of the Scotch
Plains Business and Professional As-
sociation (SPBPA), presented
Madelyne Dhaliwal’s mother with a
$750 scholarship for her daughter who
was unable to attend. Mr. Goldberg
cited Madelyne’s involvement with
MLK Day, Relay for Life, and her
time spent as an anchor for the high
school’s TV station, as just a few of
her many accomplishments. She will
be attending University of Miami in
the fall.

Lauren Eckert, who will be study-
ing business and marketing at Penn
State next year, was awarded a schol-
arship for the same amount for her
volunteer work at a soup kitchen and
the Salvation Army, as well as her
work as a yearbook editor, and com-
peting in the regional finals for DECA.

Meghan Allen was also awarded a
$750 scholarship for serving as the
president of the National Honors
Society, her participation in the local

Rotary Club, and her volunteer work
at the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra. Meghan will be studying busi-
ness at Boston University in the fall.

Mr. Goldberg also presented
Raushan Palejwala with the Ray Par-
don Memorial scholarship in the
amount of $1,000. Raushan was the
fourth recipient of the memorial
scholarship, which is given to “honor
entrepreneurial skills and business
acumen” in honor of Ray Pardon,
who was a founding member of the
SPBPA.

Raushan received the award for his
work as an editor of the high school
yearbook, participation in French Club
and Physics League, and his volunteer
work at the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary. He will be majoring in business
at Boston University next year.

Ian Johnston was this year’s recipi-
ent of the $1,000 Peter J. Chemidlin
Entrepreneurial Award, which is given
to a student who has a GPA of 3.5 or
higher, and demonstrates entrepre-
neurial skills with a future focus on
business. In addition to his involve-
ment with DECA, Ian is currently
working with Plainfield Habitat for
Humanity and has raised over
$38,000 for the organization. He will
also be majoring in business at Bos-
ton University next year.

“These are really smart good kids,”
Mr. Goldberg said of the 2012 award
recipients.

Beckerman Awarded
Insurance Designation
SCOTCH PLAINS – Michael J.

Beckerman has been awarded the pro-
fessional insurance designation of
Chartered Property and Casualty Un-
derwriter (CPCU) by the Institutes.

 The Institutes are an educational
organization that confers the CPCU
designation on persons who com-
plete eight rigorous courses and ex-
aminations and meet its ethics and
experience requirements. All CPCUs
are required to maintain and improve
their professional knowledge, skills
and competence through their com-
mitment to The Institutes’ CPCU
Code of Professional Conduct.

Mr. Beckerman is a principal of
Beckerman and Company, with offices
in Colonia, Forked River and
Bloomfield, specializing in commer-
cial and personal insurance as well as
consulting. He is a 2001 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
and earned his Bachelor of Arts degree
in Finance from the Robert H. Smith
School of Business at the University of
Maryland, College Park, Md.

NJ Transit Looks to Feasibility
Of Bus Rapid Transit in County

By LISA HAGAN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

REGION — The results of a study
that NJ Transit conducted about 18
months ago regarding the Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) line aimed at reducing
congestion and increase ridership was
the main topic of discussion at the June
18 meeting of the Raritan Valley Rail
Coalition meeting in Westfield.

NJ Transit has worked with Union
County towns for the past six months
on the BRT’s proposal and the areas
that are eligible to be a part of this travel
corridor, said Kenneth Wedeen, staff
person for the Coalition and principal
planner of the Somerset County Plan-
ning Division.

At the meeting, the Coalition pre-
sented a PowerPoint with a summary of
the study’s results, including the on-
and off-road amenities, and pictures
where the line would run. Mr. Wedeen
said the BRT would be a higher fre-
quency bus service that would be more
expensive since it would operate more
and have nicer buses. He also said the
line would continue to stay on schedule
even during rush hours.

In the model, Mr. Wedeen said the
BRT was connected to the Jersey Gar-
dens Mall in Elizabeth, which he said
ridership was kind of low. Since the
number of riders shot up dramatically
when it traveled to Newark Liberty
International Airport, the endpoints of
the line would run from Plainfield to the
airport. The BRT would use existing
streets, which would connect with other
local bus routes, as well as off-road
existing freight tracks that are no longer

in use.
“The BRT will get people out of their

cars and reduce congestion and pollu-
tion, but the key thing is that it needs to
be able to run and not sit in traffic,
which will reduce the travel time,” Mr.
Wedeen said. “On-road buses could
also potentially run on the shoulder to
bypass traffic.”

The BRT would also have its own
brand to encourage riders as well as off-
board ticketing at bus shelters so they
can operate faster. Other on-road ameni-
ties include queue jump lane, bus signal
prioritization, and real time information.
Some of the off-road amenities include a
potential lane for bicycles and pedestri-
ans, grade separation, and full stations.

The North Jersey Transportation
Planning Authority (NJTPA) also has a
concurrent economic analysis of the
area on redevelopment opportunities.
These developers and sites could ben-
efit from the increased ridership while
it also encourages more people to ride
the BRT.

The study ultimately showed the
BRT’s feasibility with capital costs from
$60 to $80 million and support from
municipalities and developers. Mr.
Wedeen said they could potentially have
5,000 to 6,000 riders daily.

With the initial draft report, project
costs, and ridership numbers currently
under staff review, NJT is going to
continue sharing the report with indi-
vidual municipalities and search for
funding and grants for additional stud-
ies. They have a pending TIGER grant
for Elizabeth Station and grant for an
alternatives analysis of the corridor.

CSH Named Hospital of Yr.
By NJBIZ Healthcare Heroes
MOUNTAINSIDE — Children’s

Specialized Hospital has been named
the 2012 Hospital of the Year by
NJBIZ Healthcare Heroes. Nomi-
nated by The Robert Wood Johnson
Health System, Children’s Special-
ized Hospital was one of six hospitals
chosen as a finalist.

“On behalf of the more than 1,000
clinicians and staff of Children’s Spe-
cialized Hospital, we are honored to
be selected by NJBIZ as the 2012
Hospital of the Year. We thank the
Robert Wood Johnson University
Hospital for nominating us and con-
gratulate all of the nominees and win-
ners,” said Amy Mansue, president
and CEO of Children’s Specialized
Hospital. “This year we will deliver
specialized medical care to over
19,000 children with special needs at

our 10 sites. This award is a true
testament to the excellent care and com-
passion our staff delivers everyday.”

The Healthcare Heroes awards fi-
nalists were recognized and the win-
ners in each category were announced
during a breakfast awards ceremony
on June 19 at the Palace in Somerset
Park in Somerset.

CSH will open one new outpatient
therapy site in Egg Harbor Township in
Atlantic County this year and has plans
to open another in Newark in 2013.

CSH has nine sites in New Jersey,
making it the largest pediatric reha-
bilitation system of its kind in the
nation. It has facilities in Bayonne,
Clifton, Mountainside, Toms River,
Fanwood, Hamilton, New Brunswick
and Roselle Park as well as outreach
programs.

County Sponsoring
Recycling Events

REGION — Union County will
sponsor recycling events throughout
the summer. The dates are as follows:
paper shredding, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., Thurs-
day, July 12, Rahway River Park, and
Saturday, August 11, Kean University,
Union; household hazardous waste, Sat-
urday, August 4, Union County Vo-
Tech, Scotch Plains, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.For
more information, call the recycling
hotline at (908) 654-9889.


