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BUENO...Frank,  Alison, Gail  and Wyatt Smith of Westfield enjoy The Westfield
Leader, as well as the sights  in Florence, Italy with Brunelleschi’s Duomo behind
them.

Julie Shilling for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LISTENING INTENTLY...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Class of 2012 listen to the Senior Choir during Thursday’s commencement
exercises.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
HI, MOM AND DAD!...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Class of 2012 enter Perry Tyson Field at the start of Thursday’s graduation
ceremony.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Fireworks

minute of it. “You are living in a fast
paced world where you need to take in
the moment,” Superintendent Hayes
said. “Where tweeting and texting is
not sufficient, remember phone home
as you embark on your next chapter in
life.”

Naomi Joseph, senior class presi-
dent, along with three other students,
Destinee Edwards, vice-president,
Jacqueline Mains, treasurer, and
Marisol Pacaja, secretary, presented
the Class of 2012 and called each
senior’s name, one by one, while they
were given their diplomas.

“Remember to be true to yourself
and never forget the place where it all
began,” Naomi said.

The graduation would not have been
complete without the music from the
SPFHS Marching Band, along with
family, friends and faculty who trav-
eled far and near to view the cer-
emony.

For a list of graduates see page 9.
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poles.
Resident Marvin Agran asked

why the township was not building
new tennis courts to attract more
people to use them.

“We’re not doing a full-blown
renovation, just lighting and repair,”
Mr. Poerio said.

Frederick Lane, coordinator of the
township’s basketball program, said
the growth of the basketball pro-
gram is such that, “We need four
courts, and those lights are at the end
of their life.” The renovation plans
were approved by the board.

The last hearing concerned final
site plan approval of Temple Sho-
lom, the congregation of which seeks
to construct a fully conforming
temple at 1925 Lake Avenue in an R-
1 zone. The preliminary site plan
was approved by the planning board
on June 14. The temple is permitted
as a conditional use and fully con-
forms with code.

The temple is represented by at-
torney Michael K. Ligorano of
Norris McLaughlin and Marcus of
Bridgewater, architect Michael
Hauptman of Brawer Hauptman of
Philadelphia, and engineer Mitch
Ardnauer of the Reynolds Group of
Raritan.

Mr. Ardnauer outlined slight
changes to the site plan pertaining to
lighting, grading, signage, vegetation
and parking. He said that absorbent
asphalt would be used for the drive-
way and parking lot instead of absor-
bent concrete, which he said would
reduce the amount of water runoff on
the property. The masonry dumpster
enclosure would be replaced by a
wooden structure. The Lake Avenue
property is approximately 5.6 acres in
size. The temple building will be 8,870
square feet. The final site plan was
approved by the board.

Approximately 30 members of the
congregation were present at the meet-
ing. Temple Sholom sold its building
in Plainfield due to a demographic

shift in population and has been meet-
ing in the Fanwood Presbyterian
Church for the past eight years. This
year the congregation will mark their
100th anniversary by breaking ground
in Scotch Plains for a new temple.

At the start of the meeting, the
board accepted the resignation of
Alice Agran, who, Board Chair-
woman Paulette Coronato said, had
served Scotch Plains in many ca-
pacities over the past 30 years in-
cluding as mayor. Long-time Scotch
Plains construction official and zon-
ing officer and current acting co-
manager, Robert LaCosta, told Mrs.
Agran, “It has been my pleasure to
serve with you.”

“This board, each of you, has a
remarkable intelligence. It is one of
the very best boards I have ever worked
with,” Mrs. Agran said.
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Food and beverages will be available
for sale.

A 7:30 p.m. concert will feature
1910 Fruitgum Company and Bar-
bara Harris and the TOYS. The
evening will conclude with fireworks
by the Garden State Fireworks Com-
pany of Millington. A donation of $5
per person will be collected at the
gates, although children under 2 will
be admitted free.

Summit
Summit’s 65th annual Fourth of July

celebration will be highlighted by a
Cameos concert and fireworks display
at Soldiers Memorial Field on Ashland
Road. The daylong celebration will
begin with a flag-raising ceremony at
9:45 a.m. followed by a children’s deco-
rated bicycle parade, a Polka Dot
children’s concert and rides and amuse-
ments. The Kootz will perform in con-
cert from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., with The
Cameos concert at 7:45 p.m. Fireworks
are scheduled for 9:15 p.m. In case of
rain, the fireworks display will be held
the next clear night at Memorial Field.

Clark
Clark Township will hold its an-

nual Independence Day fireworks
show at 9  p.m. at the Arthur L.
Johnson High School field.

Saturday, July 7
Plainfield

The city’s Independence Day cel-
ebration will kick off with the 89th
annual parade, which this year is be-
ing called “Returning Heroes Day”
in honor of Iraq and Afghanistan re-
turnees and veterans. The parade,
which will start at 10 a.m., will fol-
low along Leland Avenue and East
Front Street before ending at noon at
Madison Avenue and West Front
Street. Iraq and Afghanistan return-
ees and veterans will be honored in
this year’s parade.

Also featured will be a custom car
and bike show beginning at 1:30 p.m.
at Cedar Brook Park, followed by a
5:30 p.m. concert featuring R&B art-
ists Howard Hewett and Alicia Myers.
A fireworks display will be held at 10
p.m.

well as two multipurpose fields.
“We live on Cooper [Road] and

can walk right over. We’re here all
the time,” said Lisa Melville, a
Scotch Plains resident who was an
active member of the Ponderosa
Citizens Committee, along with her
husband. The Citizens Committee
worked with the county on the de-
velopment of the park.

According to Scotch Plains Parks
and Recreation Director Ray Poerio,
it has yet to be decided how exactly
the fields will be used, but will
“most likely be used for soccer and
lacrosse since there is no baseball
inlay.” The fields will not be lit, as
that was one of the deals made with
the Citizens Committee during de-
velopment.

While the park will be maintained
by Scotch Plains, it is open to all
county residents. Permits for field
use or picnicking, which will be
granted by Scotch Plains Depart-
ment of Parks and Recreation, are

open to all, but “primary usage”
will be for Scotch Plains and
Fanwood residents, according to
Mr. Poerio.

“The fields are open to others, so
long as it doesn’t have a negative
impact on the maintenance of them,”
Mr. Poerio said. “We want to make
sure the fields don’t get destroyed.
Over-usage of the fields will de-
stroy them, since they are natural
grass.”

When asked about estimated
maintenance costs for the park, Mr.
Poerio told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times that since it is a
new facility the actual cost is not
known as of now.

“It’s like a new car,” Mr. Poerio
said. “In the beginning all it needs
is an oil change, but as it gets more
wear and tear, the maintenance will
go up.”

As of now, the township has pur-
chased a new, larger lawn mower
and hired a full-time employee who
will be at the park Monday through
Friday during the town’s business
hours, and will be responsible for
mowing the grounds as well as seed-
ing and fertilizing. As with the other
parks in Scotch Plains, park rang-
ers will patrol the park at night and
clean the restroom facilities. Sea-
sonal help will be hired as neces-
sary.

“I’d like to thank the Union
County Freeholders,” Mr. Poerio
said. “We have an excellent work-
ing relationship with the freehold-
ers. This park took five years, but
the end result is definitely benefit-
ing everyone.”
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Julie Shilling for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
READY TO GRADUATE...Members of the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
Class of 2012 stand during the start of Thursday’s graduation at Perry Tyson Field.

that this board has made generous
offers to the MEA. It’s been said
and signs are around the town ‘Settle
Now.’ Well this board has made
perhaps the most generous offers
that a Mountainside Board of Edu-
cation has made in recognizable
past,” he said.

Mr. Minks stated that the MEA
missed several contract negotiation
meetings in March and May and
were, by its own admission, “un-
prepared and unwilling to partici-
pate” in the fact-finding session of
the most recent meeting in June.

Mr. Minks also stated the MEA
informed the board that it
“remain(s) unprepared” and can-
not meet at the scheduled July meet-
ing.

Mr. Minks continued, “The
Mountainside board has conducted
its negotiations in the utmost of
good faith and has refused to enter
into public debate. We do not want
to alienate our staff members. We
do not want to punish our teachers.
We simply want to achieve the most
fair, reasonable and equitable solu-
tion possible.”

Mr. Minks’ entire statement can
be viewed on the district’s website,
located at mountainsideschools.org.

In other news, several students
were recognized for various note-
worthy accomplishments.

Allison Post,  a student at
Deerfield School, was honored for
her photography submission in the
Parent-Teacher Association (PTA)
Reflections Program.

PTA Co-President Venessa
Rittman addressed the board re-
garding Allison’s achievement.
“The PTA Reflections Program is a
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Mountainside BOE
national program. It’s one of the
largest student art recognition pro-
grams in the country and each year
hundreds of thousands of students
participate…Students can submit
works in six different areas but some
of them are dance choreography,
photography and visual arts,” she
stated.

Ms. Rittman continued, “This is
Allie’s second year that she’s won
at the county level for her age group
and last year Allison won at the
county level for her literature sub-
mission.”

Ms. Lubarsky then acknowledged
and addressed the Deerfield
School’s girls’ softball team, some
members of which were in atten-
dance. “We want to really recog-
nize the outstanding achievement
by our girls’ softball team tonight
because of their undefeated season
under the expert coaching of Ms.
Lauren Rosenhaft,” she said. “We
think this is a wonderful way to
inaugurate our new softball field.
You couldn’t have made us any
prouder.”

The team includes Jenna
Attanasio, Gillian Carannante, Julia
Colendenski, Shannon
Cunningham, Katie Debbie,
Ashleigh Fenton, Jamie Hibberson,
Caleigh Lawrence, Isabelle Matlin,
Jennifer Murowski, Madison
Phillips, Lily Sanzalone and Nicole
Trezza.

The next BOE meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tues-
day, July 10, at 7 p.m. at the
Beechwood School’s Susan O.
Collier Media Center. This meeting
will be the district’s second strate-
gic planning session for the year.


