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Holiday Notice
Due to the Fourth of July holiday

on Wednesday, the newspaper next
week will be printed on July 5.
Production of the newspaper will
be July 3. Local store and mail
delivery will be on July 6.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IT WAS WORTH THE WAIT...With his wife, Mary, standing with the dignitaries,
97-year-old Ennio John Viglianti displays his original uniform with the Bronze Star
with the “V” device and the sign from American Legion Post No. 209 in Scotch Plains
that hosted the presentation ceremony of the Star on Sunday afternoon. Gathered,
from left to right, are: Commander of the Union County American Legion Laurie
Galan, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Brigadier General (retired) Vincent Stahl,
Mr. Viglianti, his wife, Mary Viglianti, and Union County Freeholder Chairman Al
Mirabella. Mr. Viglianti was awarded the medal for his actions during the Battle of
the Bulge. The Bronze Star with the “V” for valor device is awarded for heroism.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CLASS DISMISSED!...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2012 graduates celebrate at the conclusion of
Thursday’s commencement.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WE DID IT!...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2012 graduates
celebrate after receiving their diplomas at Thursday’s commencement.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A PROUD MOMENT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School Class of 2012
Valedictorian Varshini Narayanan prepares to address her fellow graduates
during Thursday’s commencement.

SP-F High School Graduates 369
During Commencement Exercises

 By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The sound
of the cymbals of the marching band
sounded off the graduation march on
Thursday evening as the Scotch Plains
Fanwood High School (SPFHS) Class
of 2012 walked proudly across Perry
H. Tyson Athletic Field.

SPFHS Principal David Heisey
started the program with comments
and welcoming remarks. “This year,
369 seniors have met the graduation
requirements and make up the hottest
graduation SPFHS ever held!” Mr.
Heisey said with a nod to the weather.

The class included Varshini

Narayanan, valedictorian and Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program fi-
nalist; five National Merit Com-
mended students and 36 students who
graduated with National Honor Soci-
ety recognition.

“It has been a true pleasure to serve
as your principal,” Mr. Heisey told
the graduates.

Despite the upper 90-degree tem-
perature, streaming sun and heat
index at 102 degrees, well over
1,000 guests, including family and
friends, came to watch the 50-
minute ceremony. Before, during
and after the ceremony, over a dozen
golf carts were available to help

shuttle the audience back and forth
from their parked cars to the field.
Bottled water was sold for $1 and
umbrellas were sold for $10. Huge
water coolers with plastic cups were
also provided.

The Scotch Plains and Fanwood
Police Departments and Scotch Plains
and Fanwood first aid squads also
gave their time and stood on the side
to make sure everyone was kept hy-
drated.

Speakers seemed to speed through
their speeches because of the heat.
Families held balloons, flowers, fog-
horns, cowbells and banners, and
watched the official send-off of the
seniors. Parents’ and other specta-
tors’ liveliness filled the stands.

Varshini presented a sentimental
speech and reminisced about band
and warm cafeteria cookies. “We
found our niche here and we are all so
proud all throughout our veins,” she
said.

She talked about being successful
in life along with being prepared for
the unexpected. “You learn there’s a
formula for success. It has been
defined for us but now it is in our
hands,” she added. “Things don’t
always go to plan and they shouldn’t
yet how much would you change?
You can’t plan everything, but look
back and smile and let yourself take
a wrong turn once in a while.”

Following her speech was the se-
nior chorus, made up of over a dozen
boys and girls, who sung an a
cappella version of “In My Life” by
the Beatles.

Next, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
Board of Education President
Norman “Trip” Whitehouse talked
about succeeding in life. He men-
tioned Nick Virgilio, a famous poet
who made his living writing haiku
in the 1970s and 80s. “You have
been prepared to face the real world;
don’t forget to leave your mark
wherever you go,” Mr. Whitehouse
told graduates.

Superintendent of Schools Mar-
garet Hayes discussed three life les-
sons and how fast times goes. She
mentioned how fragile life is and
how everyone needs to savor every
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SP Planning Bd. OKs New Temple,
Upgrades at Brookside, Kramer

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Planning Board on Monday
evening approved upgrades to
Brookside and Kramer Manor
Parks, honored a longtime public
servant, and welcomed the Temple
Sholom congregation by approv-
ing construction of a new temple on
Lake Avenue.

Recreation Director Raymond
Poerio outlined the upgrades
planned by his department to
Brookside Park on Hetfield Avenue.
“Last year, when we restriped the
basketball court, we realized that
we didn’t have enough parking
spaces at the site,” he said. He said
the recreation department wants to
repave the existing U-shaped drive-
way in front of the park and add 30
additional parking spaces off the

driveway. The department also seeks
to install a walking trail around the
park and a berm with trees in front
of the park along Hetfield Avenue.

Board member Ted Spero asked
if the trees would provide complete
coverage. Project Engineer Anthony
Pedro of Hatch Mott MacDonald of
Millburn said, “No. You will still be
able to see into the park.” The board
approved the upgrades.

Mr. Poerio’s upgrades at Kramer
Manor Park, located on Evelyn
Street, would include replacing ex-

isting lighting and color coat and
crack repair of the tennis and bas-
ketball courts. He told the board that
the lights were 25 years old. Robert
Doeller, a lighting expert with Mosco
Lighting of Ohio, told the board that
he did a lighting audit at the site and
determined the beam would be bet-
ter directed and the glare would be
lessened with the new plan.

“The neighbors will not be both-
ered,” he said. The 10, 30-foot poles
will be replaced by six, 60-foot
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Fourth of July Celebrations,
Fireworks Schedules

Thursday, June 28
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Dr. Thomas
Connors, will hold its annual Inde-
pendence Day Celebration at 7:30 p.m.
at the gazebo in Mindowaskin Park.

Among the evening’s highlights
will be “Bugler’s Holiday.” The band
also will perform “Oklahoma!” by
Richard Rodgers and Oscar
Hammerstein II. Additional selec-
tions will include “Battle Hymn of
the Republic,” “America the Beauti-
ful” and “Stars and Stripes Forever.”
Joining the band will be the Sons of
the American Revolution (SAR) and
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion. The evening’s musical selec-
tions are a salute to America’s musi-
cal heritage.

The festivities also will include the
Town Crier and a traditional Inde-
pendence Day address. Admission
will be free and audience members
are encouraged to bring blankets or
chairs.

Tuesday, July 3
New Providence

The New Providence Independence
Day Celebration will include enter-
tainment by DJ Mike Savage and
juggler Will Shaw. Kids of all ages
can get a free “bucket” of chalk to
create art and messages on the South
Street pavement. The borough’s fire-
works will begin at 9:30 p.m. South
Street will be closed from Gales Drive
to Springfield Avenue.

The rain date for the event is Fri-

day, July 6, at the same place and
time.

Wednesday, July 4
Cranford

A variety of family-oriented events
will be held throughout the day in the
township, including canoe races be-
ginning at 8 a.m., the annual Fire-
cracker 1 Mile Run at 8:30 a.m.,
followed by the 4 Mile race at 9 a.m.,
a bike-decorating contest at 1:30 p.m.
and an egg toss at 2 p.m. The Fire-
cracker Run will be held at
Nomahegan Park as will evening fire-
works. The rain date for fireworks is
Thursday, July 5.

Mountainside
The annual fireworks display by

Garden State Fireworks of Millington
will be held at Our Lady of Lourdes
School field. A DJ, snacks and give-
aways will be included. This event
will be held in conjunction with the
borough, the Mountainside Volun-
teer Fire Company and the
Mountainside PAL.

Springfield
The township’s festivities will be-

gin at 5 p.m. at Meisel Avenue Field
with rides, a petting zoo, pony rides
and a trackless train for children.

Ponderosa Farm Park
Opens in Scotch Plains

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The grand
opening of Ponderosa Farm Park
was commemorated with a ribbon-
cutting ceremony against the back-
drop of children running and play-
ing in the park on June 19.

“This project has been in the
works for quite some time, and I
can’t tell you how excited I am to be
here today and gaze upon the fin-
ished product,” Freeholder Chair-
man Al Mirabella, a Fanwood resi-
dent, said during the ceremony.

The project, which totaled ap-
proximately $3.7 million after the

$10-million property purchase
price, was bonded with associated
costs and payments coming from
the Union County Open Space Trust
Fund, as well as a $900,000 acqui-
sition grant through the New Jersey
Department of Environmental
Protection’s (DEP) Green Acres
Program, and $750,000 in park de-
velopment money.

Prior to being purchased by Union
County in 2003, the 22-acre park
was a privately owned and operated
farm for 40 years. The transformed
space now contains walking trails,
a playground and spray fountain, as
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MS BOE Introduces New
Interim Business Admin.
By DOMINIC A. LAGANO

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) introduced new School Busi-
ness Administrator and Board Secre-
tary (SBA/BS) Charles Milewski at
Tuesday’s night’s meeting. Mr.
Milewski will succeed the retiring
Daniel Saragnese, who had been with
the district for the past two years. He
will be paid $600 per day for a maxi-
mum of 150 days in Mountainside.

Mr. Milewski received a Bachelor
of Arts degree from the University of
Bridgeport and a Master of Arts de-
gree from Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity. he has more than 30 years’
experience in his profession and most
recently was employed by the Madi-
son School District as its school busi-
ness administrator and board secre-
tary from 2002 to 2010 and by the
Chathams’ school district from 2010
to 2011 in the same capacity.

Chief School Administrator Nancy
Lubarsky welcomed the new hire to
the district and explained there was a
multitude of reasons for his hiring.
“He comes very highly recommended
and he has a wealth of experience and
has been in districts very similar to
ours…and he was very well vetted
and is a former colleague of Mr.
Saragnese,” she said.

Mr. Saragnese will remain with the
district until June 30 of this year. He
will return to the district in the fall to
address the board when the audit for
the current fiscal year is complete.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, Christopher
Minks, chairman of the Personnel/
Negotiations Committee, delivered a
statement pertaining to the district’s
ongoing contract negotiations with
the members of the Mountainside
Education Association (MEA).

“We want to make it factually clear
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10


