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Holiday Notice
Due to the Fourth of July holiday

on Wednesday, the newspaper next
week will be printed on July 5.
Production of the newspaper will
be July 3. Local store and mail
delivery will be on July 6.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WHS CLASS of 2012...Westfield High School Class of 2012 listens to speeches during Thursday’s commencement
exercises which took place outside with temperatures in the 90s.

Susan M. Dougherty  for The Westfield Leader
IT WAS WORTH THE WAIT...With his wife, Mary, standing with the dignitar-
ies,  97-year-old Ennio John Viglianti displays his original uniform with the
Bronze Star with the “V” device and the sign from the American Legion Post 209
in Scotch Plains that hosted the presentation ceremony of the Star on Sunday
afternoon. Gathered, from left to right, are: Commander of the Union County
American Legion Laurie Galan, Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Brigadier
General (retired) Vincent Stahl, Mr. Viglianti, Mary Viglianti, and Union County
Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella. Mr. Viglianti was awarded the medal for his
actions during the Battle of the Bulge. The Bronze Star with the “V” for valor
device is awarded for heroism.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
CLASS LEADERS...Westfield High School Class of 2012 Senior Class President
Bernadette Hopen and Student Council President Krysta Huber congratulate
their fellow classmates at Thursday’s graduation ceremony.

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
WORDS OF WISDOM...Westfield High School (WHS) Class of 1993 graduate,
Major Matthew J. Gorbaty, USMC, delivered the commencement address at
Thursday’s WHS graduation. He is a Bronze Star recipient and now lives in
Virginia. Also pictured are WHS Principal Peter Renwick and Superintendent
of Schools Margaret Dolan.

Fourth of July Celebrations,
Fireworks Schedules

Thursday, June 28
Westfield

The Westfield Community Band,
under the direction of Thomas
Connors, will hold its annual Inde-
pendence Day Celebration at 7:30
p.m. at the gazebo in Mindowaskin
Park.

Among the evening’s highlights
will be “Bugler’s Holiday.” The
band also will perform “Okla-
homa!” by Richard Rodgers and
Oscar Hammerstein II. Additional
selections will include “Battle
Hymn of the Republic,” “America
the Beautiful” and “Stars and Stripes
Forever.” Joining the band will be
the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion (SAR) and Daughters of the
American Revolution. The
evening’s musical selections are a
salute to America’s musical heri-
tage.

The festivities also will include
the Town Crier and a traditional
Independence Day address. Admis-
sion will be free and audience mem-
bers are encouraged to bring blan-
kets or chairs.

Tuesday, July 3
New Providence

The New Providence Indepen-
dence Day Celebration will include
entertainment by DJ Mike Savage
and juggler Will Shaw. Kids of all
ages can get a free “bucket” of chalk
to create art and messages on the
South Street pavement. The
borough’s fireworks will begin at
9:30 p.m. South Street will be closed
from Gales Drive to Springfield
Avenue.

The rain date for the event is
Friday, July 6, at the same place and
time.

Wednesday, July 4
Cranford

A variety of family-oriented
events will be held throughout the
day in the township, including ca-
noe races beginning at 8 a.m., the
annual Firecracker 1 Mile Run at
8:30 a.m., followed by the 4 Mile
race at 9 a.m., a bike-decorating
contest at 1:30 p.m. and an egg toss
at 2 p.m. The Firecracker Run will
be held at Nomahegan Park as will
evening fireworks. The rain date
for fireworks is Thursday, July 5.

Mountainside
The annual fireworks display by

Garden State Fireworks of
Millington will be held at Our Lady
of Lourdes School field. A DJ,
snacks and giveaways will be in-
cluded. This event will be held in
conjunction with the borough, the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire Com-
pany and the Mountainside PAL.

Springfield
The township’s festivities will be-

gin at 5 p.m. at Meisel Avenue Field
with rides, a petting zoo, pony rides
and a trackless train for children.
Food and beverages will be avail-
able for sale.

A 7:30 p.m. concert will feature
1910 Fruitgum Company and Bar-
bara Harris and the TOYS. The
evening will conclude with fire-
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Westfield High School Graduates
456 At Commencement Ceremony

By MICHAELA WINBERG
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The faculty and
staff of Westfield High School
(WHS), along with many parents
and guests, celebrated the gradua-
tion of the 456 members of the
Class of 2012 on the softball fields
behind the school Thursday night.
The 6 p.m. ceremony, dedicated to
the graduates’ accomplishments and
potential, was held outdoors in over
90-degree temperatures.

In an effort to protect against the
intense heat, accommodations, such
as a tent, were set up behind the
graduates’ seats and a live viewing
of the ceremony was aired in the
high school’s air-conditioned audi-

torium for several hundred family
and friends of the graduates. In-
stead of giving his speech to the
graduating class during the cer-
emony, WHS Principal Peter
Renwick delivered it to the class at
one of the rehearsals to save time
during the ceremony. Paramedics
were present during the entire cer-
emony in case of emergency, and
ice cream vendors were nearby with
cooling refreshments for sale.

The graduation ceremony began
with the combined Westfield High
School Concert Band, Wind En-
semble, String Symphony Orches-
tra and Chamber Orchestra playing
the “Graduation Processional” by
Sir Edward Elgar and Johannes

Brahms, which was arranged and
conducted by Raymond Wojcik, the
orchestra teacher at WHS.

Student Council Vice-President
Sarah Ramirè led the graduating
class and the audience in the “Pledge
of Allegiance.” Rory Fitzpatrick, a
2012 graduate, conducted the
orchestra’s playing of “The National
Anthem.”

In consideration of the heat, Prin-
cipal Renwick delivered a short-
ened speech. He welcomed the au-
dience to the graduation ceremony,
thanked the orchestra and acknowl-
edged all the parents and teachers
for their efforts in getting the gradu-
ates to this day.

Senior Class President Bernadette
Hopen welcomed the guests and
reminded the graduates that they
begin the next phase of their lives
with clean slates and that they have
strong potential.

 Student Council President Krysta
Huber saw graduation as an every-
day accomplishment, saying in her
speech, “Each day we are faced
with life’s newest challenges, and
with each of those challenges we
are expected to make decisions.
Every time we make one of those
decisions, we graduate.”

Principal Renwick recognized
many students’ accomplishments
during the ceremony, including the
216 recipients of the President’s
Award for Academic Distinction,
the 161 graduating members of the
National Honor Society, the nine
graduates with perfect attendance,
the five National Merit semi-final-
ists and the three National Merit
Scholarship recipients. Rory
Fitzpatrick received a National
Women’s Club award for her per-
fect grade point average, and Jason
Qin received the respective National
Men’s Club award. In addition, nine
graduates were recognized for hav-
ing earned a perfect 4.0 grade point
average every year of high school.

Principal Renwick similarly rec-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CF Committee Invites Public
To Examine Birchwood Plan

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — The township
committee and several residents
spent more than an hour Tuesday
night discussing various aspects of
the ongoing litigation and other
matters surrounding the Birchwood
Avenue development. The devel-
opment could mean up to 360 new
housing units in what local officials
say is a flood zone that could be
better utilized as a water detention
basin in the event of a heavy rain-
storm similar to last summer’s Hur-
ricane Irene.

Township attorney Phil Morin, as
has become his custom at township
committee meetings, provided an
update on the project, noting that

Cranford Development Associates
LLC, the Birchwood Avenue devel-
oper, had recently submitted a site
plan to the township. The plan, he
said, is available for the public to
inspect at the Cranford library and
in the township clerk’s office, as
well as the township zoning office.
A court-appointed hearing officer,
Douglas Wolfson, is also reviewing
the plan and will eventually make
recommendations to state Superior
Court Judge Lisa Chrystal, who last
year issued an order over the
township’s objections allowing the
development to move forward. The
township is in the process of filing
an appeal of the judge’s decision.

Meanwhile, a court-appointed
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

WF BOE Hires New Bus. Admin.,
OKs Contract With Supervisors

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education appointed Dana Sullivan
as its next business administrator/board
secretary Tuesday night. Her appoint-
ment becomes effective September 1.
The position has been held by Interim
Business Administrator Vincent Yaniro
following the arrest of former adminis-
tration William Berman as part of a
kickback scheme involving school con-
struction bids.

According to Lorre Korecky, the
district’s spokeswoman, Ms. Sullivan
has been the business administrator for
15 years in the Montclair Public
Schools, which has an enrollment of
6,000 students, as does Westfield. She
will be assisting Superintendent of

Schools Margaret Dolan with the prepa-
ration of the school budget as well as
assist her in the development and imple-
mentation of a multi-year maintenance
plan and the district’s long-range fa-
cilities master plan.

She will also serve as the purchasing
agent for the board and will ensure the
proper maintenance of records related
to auditing requirements and tax laws.

In addition, all custodial, maintenance,
food service and transportation per-
sonnel will be under her supervision as
well as the business operations staff.

Ms. Sullivan holds a Master of Arts
degree in Educational Administration
from Montclair State University and a
Bachelor of Science degree in Account-
ing from Rutgers University.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

MS BOE Introduces New
Interim Bus. Administrator

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) introduced new Interim
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary (SBA/BS) Charles
Milewski at Tuesday’s night’s meet-
ing. Mr. Milewski will succeed the
retiring Daniel Saragnese, who had
been with the district for the past two
years. Mr. Milewski will be paid $600
per day with a maximum of 150 days.

Mr. Milewski received a Bachelor
of Arts degree from the University of
Bridgeport and a Master of Arts de-
gree from Fairleigh Dickinson Uni-
versity. He has more than 30 years’
experience in his profession and most
recently was employed by the Madi-
son School District as its school busi-
ness administrator and board secre-
tary from 2002 to 2010 and by the
Chathams’ school district from 2010
to 2011 in the same capacity.

Mountainside Chief School Ad-
ministrator Nancy Lubarsky wel-
comed the new hire to the district and
explained there was a multitude of
reasons for his hiring. “He comes
very highly recommended and he
has a wealth of experience and has
been in districts very similar to
ours…and he was very well vetted
and is a former colleague of Mr.
Saragnese,” she said.

Mr. Saragnese will remain with the
district until June 30. He will return
to the district in the fall to address the
board when the audit for the current
fiscal year is completed.

During the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting, Christopher
Minks, chairman of the BOE’s per-
sonnel/negotiations committee, de-
livered a statement pertaining to the
district’s ongoing contract negotia-
tions with the members of the
Mountainside Education Association
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