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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

O’ROURKE LED TEAM IN HITS, DOUBLES; IONTA RBI

Blue Devil Nine Finish 21-4,
Won 13th UCT Championship

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Filling the vacancies after a banner
2011 season would prove to be a real
test for this year’s Westfield High
School baseball season, but the Blue
Devils passed the test by capturing
their 13th Union County Tournament
championship with a 13-3 victory
over Union, presenting Head Coach
Bob Brewster with his 500th career
win on the first game of the season
and finishing with a 21-4 record.

Getting the second seed for the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 4 tour-
nament, the Blue Devils’ hopes of a
repeat were stopped short when vis-
iting JP Stevens pulled off a stun-
ning, 9-6 upset in the first round.
However, prior to that game, the Blue
Devils had been on a 17-game win-
ning streak.

“I couldn’t be more pleased with
the team. We were able to bring up a
few kids to get ready for next year. We
had five or six underclassmen to keep

things going,” Coach Brewster said.
Senior leadoff hitter/centerfielder

James O’Rourke, who was the first of
several left-handed batters in the
lineup, led the team in hits with 41
and doubles with 10 and tied senior
leftfielder Matt Varakian in runs
scored with 31. He also had 17 RBI,
walked 14 times and stole five bases
to finish with a .446 average.

“He is the straw that stirs the pot!
He played defense as well as you can
play in centerfield,” said Coach
Brewster, who added, “We tried not
to run as much as we have in the past
because of all the left-handed batters
in the lineup.”

Senior shortstop Brett Ryan batted
in the No. 2 spot and went 38-for-85
(.447 avg.), had seven doubles, with
16 RBI and scored 29 runs, while
drawing 14 walks and swiping five
bags. He also became a power hitter
once with a home run. Ryan also found
time on the mound and in 22 innings,
he finished 3-1 with a 3.50 ERA.

“He was a switch hitter with a
fantastic year. He was very impres-
sive at shortstop. When he pitched,
the fielding at shortstop was not as
good,” Coach Brewster said.

Following O’Rourke and Ryan in
the lineup, Varakian led the team with
eight stolen bases and also led the
team with a .453 avg. (39-for-86) for
players who have started the entire
season. He also had six doubles, two
triples, 14 walks and 22 RBI.

“He was an experienced guy in the
outfield. He had two years for us. He
was so smooth in the No. 3 spot.
Those three were on base over half
the time and all could run and score
runs,” Coach Brewster said.

Senior first baseman Mike Coletta
batted .311 (23-for-74) with six
doubles and a home run, 11 RBI, 16
runs scored and five sacrifices.

“The big thing was how well he
played first base. He was a big asset
on defense, and he didn’t strike out

MARCHELITIS 7 RBI, ULICHNY 5 HITS, 4 RBI, 4 RUNS

Joes Ambush ‘James Gang’
In St. Bart’s Men’s Softball

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Supposedly mighty St. James Gang
came ill prepared and became the
victim of St. Joseph’s ambush in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on Flag Day (June 14).

The neo “James Gang” had been
perched at the top of the roost in the
Angels Division, but the Joe boys,
noticing the absence of some of their
big guns, especially Billy Aumenta,
jumped on them early with 10 runs in

the first three innings en route to a 17-
12 beating.

The Joes out-hit the “Gangsters”
24-16 and their leading hitter was
Tom Ulichny, who went 5-for-5, in-
cluding a triple, with four RBI and
four runs scored. Ed Marchelitis had
a super evening with seven RBI, while
going 3-for-4 with two runs scored.
Leadoff batter Steve Mavrakis hacked
a pair of singles and a double and
scored four runs. Brian Williams (2
RBI) and Rich Pitronzo (triple, RBI)
each had three hits and scored once.

Playing it crafty, Mike Abram drew
three straight walks and doubled, and
scored all four times. Russ Voorhees
had three singles and an RBI. John
Veglia singled twice and had two
RBI. Captain Dean Talcott singled
and scored.

Dan Shneyder (double) and Jim
Cassidy initially led the “James Gang”
with three hits, two RBI and a run
scored each. Paul Leso (double, RBI)
and Rob Stratton (3 RBI) each had
two hits and two runs scored. Sal

WF’s REYES HOMERS;SPF’s LEEGAN, DINIZO KEY HITS

SPF Raider 12s Top WF Blue
In Cal Ripken Pool Play, 7-4

RUTMAYER, WILLIAMSON 1-2 PUNCH, FOLINUSZ POWER

Cougars Won Group 3 Crown,
Finished Baseball Season 22-4

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two quick losses brought this year’s
Cranford High School baseball team
to its senses and the result was a 10-
game winning streak at the right time,
which led to a sectional title, a Group
3 title and a 22-4 record.

The Cougars, who received the top
seed for the Union County Tourna-
ment, were stunned in the
quarterfinals by Union, but their
championship journey began after
suffering a setback to South
Brunswick a few days later.

On June 1, the Cougars regained
their North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3
title with a 7-0 win over West Morris.
Their next step was a 7-4 victory over
West Milford in the Group 3 semifi-
nals then the Group 3 crown belonged
to them when junior Ryan Williamson
tossed a two-hitter in a 4-1 victory
over Freehold Borough on June 9.

“The kids worked extremely hard.
They pitched and played defense al-
most every game, which were the key
components to the team’s success. Good
old fashioned baseball,” Cougar Head
Coach Dennis McCaffrey said.

Senior right-hander Kurt Rutmayer
and Williamson, a lefty, became the
most fearsome 1-2 punch on the
mound. Rutmayer recorded a 9-1
record and a 2.02 ERA in 52 innings.
He recorded 44 strikeouts, while
walking 15, hitting eight batters and
allowing 55 hits. Williamson finished
6-0 with two saves in 47 innings,
allowing only four earned runs for a
0.60 ERA. He yielded just 12 walks
and a hit batter, and 24 hits, while
striking out 66.

“Rutmayer! Williamson! The two
were extremely successful. They are
both multi-sport athletes. Two years
ago, we rode on their ability. The two
pitched in every state game the last

three years. We were 13-1 in state
games,” Coach McCaffrey pointed out.

Senior pitcher Vinnie Colaneri, a
three-year letterman, added an addi-
tional punch to record a 2.40 ERA
and a 2-2 record in 35 innings. He
fanned 34 batters, while walking 10
and allowing 36 hits.

“He worked hard over the summer
to prepare for this season. His suc-
cess is a credit to his hard work,”
Coach McCaffrey said.

At the plate, Williamson finished
with a .392 batting average (avg.)
going 31-for-79 with three doubles
and two triples. He also had 21 RBI
and 18 runs scored.

Power numbers could not get much
more impressive for junior catcher
Chris Folinusz, who belted nine home
runs, including two in the Group 3
championship game, drilled 13
doubles, had a 1.026 slugging per-

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Spirited battles always occur when
rival teams Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) and Westfield meet face-to-
face. This time, the SPF Raiders over-
came a 3-1 deficit with four runs in
the third inning and added two insur-
ance runs in the sixth to earn a 7-4
victory over Westfield Blue in the
pool play portion of the Cal Ripken
12-year-old District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
Father’s Day, June 17.

The Raiders totaled eight hits and
got a key two-run double from An-
thony Dinizo, who also walked and
scored a run. Dinizo also pitched the
final three innings, allowing one run

on one hit, while walking five and
striking out two.

“Anthony is a strong kid who wants
to do everything right,” Raider Head
Coach Joe Higgins said.

Raider leadoff hitter Patrick
Downey went 1-for-3 with an RBI
and scored twice. He also swiped
three bases. Alex Lipshitz had two
RBI, a single and scored once. An-
drew Kriney and Nick McCormack
each singled and scored once. Sam
Schetelich had an RBI and was hit-
by-a-pitch. Jake Friedman singled,
Regan Mooney laid down a sacrifice
bunt, Vinnie Ferrara walked and
Timmy Glastal hit a sharp grounder
to shortstop.

The Raiders received some big time

help from Michael Leegan, who en-
tered in the fourth inning and went 2-
for-2 with an RBI and a run scored.

“Michael is an excellent hitter. He
has good balance and a good ap-
proach at the plate. When he stepped
in and got two hits, I wasn’t sur-
prised,” Coach Higgins said.

Westfield Blue had five hits, drew
nine walks and was very aggressive
on the base paths with seven stolen
bases. Nate Reyes blasted a towering
solo home run in the first inning and
added an RBI sacrifice fly to deep
centerfield. He also pitched the first
three innings, allowing four hits,
walking two, hitting a batter and strik-
ing out one. Matt Manning added a
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David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWEET TASTE OF VICTORY…The Blue Devils rejoice after winning the Union County Tournament championship for
the 13th time in the school’s history. The Blue Devils finished with a 21-4 record.

David B. Corbin (Spring 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
NOT AFRAID TO TAKE CHANCES…Andrew Difrancesco, right, and many Cougars were not afraid to be aggressive on
the base paths this season. Difrancesco led the team with 42 hits for a .483 batting average.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ZEROING IN ON THE BALL…St. Joseph slugger Dean Talcott zeroes in on the ball and raps a single to leftfield in the
game against the “James Gang” at Brookside Park. The Joe boys ambushed the “James Gang” 17-12.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWIPING THIRD BASE…SPF youth Raider Patrick Downey steals third as Westfield Blue third baseman Andrew Eliades
awaits the throw in the first inning of the Cal Ripken District 12 Tournament in Westfield.


