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The 2012 Cranford Township
Committee can do pretty much
whatever it likes, just like the
2011 committee. And why is that?
Neither governing body approved
bylaws, the document stipulat-
ing the rules that are to be fol-
lowed by Cranford’s municipal
government.

Cranford’s bylaws are typically
adopted by resolution at the Town-
ship Committee’s re-organization
meeting held on or about January
1st of each year. The 2010 Cranford
Township Committee was the last
to do so. The omission in 2011 was
to allow the appointment of Daniel
McCarthy as township Attorney,
despite his failure to comply with
the “Fair and Open” process stipu-
lated in the township’s bylaws. As
the year progressed, the impact of
failing to adopt bylaws and the
committee’s preference for oper-
ating behind closed doors were
evident.

Article II, Section 3.0(A) of the
bylaws, Public Procurement Prac-
tices for all Offices Governed by
the Township Committee, states:

“The Township Committee is com-
mitted to openness, transparency,
fairness and the highest standard
of ethical conduct in its business
dealings pertaining to the pur-
chase of goods and performance
of services for all Township op-
erations, programs and services
that are offered... All activities
shall be governed by sound pro-
curement practices and policies,
the Local Public Contracts Law
and Administrative Code, Fair and
Open procurement of goods and
services, professional services,
extraordinary unspecifiable ser-
vices, work, public works and
improvements, and concessions
and other statutes and regula-
tions.” Undoubtedly, the 2011
Township Committee failed to
meet such a standard in conduct-
ing the township’s affairs. And
efforts to hold to such a standard
may have played a role in the
sudden and unexplained depar-
ture of Ms. Marlena Schmid, prior
township administrator.

Was the failure by the 2012
committee to adopt bylaws de-
signed to avoid the rules apply-
ing to the hiring of professionals?
The process outlined in Article II
certainly was not followed in the

Cran. Committee Should Adopt Bylaws by Ordinance ASAP
selection and appointment of the
new township administrator. The
discussions to give Mr. Mason
the township administrator posi-
tion on a permanent basis began
prior to the end of 2011, and
there was no formal process fol-
lowed either in 2011 or 2012 to
fill the professional opening. It
should be noted that he was
serving as chief of police and
acting administrator during the
extensive excavation at the
Birchwood Avenue site.

The 2012 committee followed
lockstep the 2011 committee’s
actions regarding bylaws, policy,
and the appointment of a new
administrator. No serious con-
sideration was given to conduct-
ing a true search for the most
qualified candidate. Mr. Robinson
offered at the March 12, 2012,
workshop meeting that Mr. Ma-
son may not have applied had
the type of search required by
the bylaws been conducted. Why
should that matter? Residents
are expected to be satisfied with
the Township Committee’s ex-
planation that the committee
feels “comfortable” with their
choice. Such disdain coming from
the governing body is becoming
common place and should be
rejected by Cranford’s residents.

The simplest way to end disrup-
tion regarding the bylaws is to
have them adopted by ordinance.
Such a change would prevent each
year’s new governing body from
playing political games with the
bylaws. The bylaws would be in
place permanently and could only
be changed with an amended or-
dinance, which requires a public
hearing. Such a change would
help prevent the abuses seen
during the past year and half. The
2012 Township Committee should
adopt the bylaws by ordinance as
soon as possible and take a long
hard look at the way it is conduct-
ing itself.

Mark C. Smith
Cranford

Letter to the Editor

is still in effect,” resident Bruce
Paterson said to the council.

It has been a hot topic at
Garwood council meetings with
crossing guards voicing their op-
position to losing their benefits.

Crossing Guard Rosemary Snow
said Tuesday that she is filing for
unemployment insurance.

The council voted, with Mr.
Mathieu abstaining, to approve a
bond ordinance to authorize the
2012 road and drainage improve-
ment project in the amount of
$340,000, with $185,000 to be
provided by state funding. It
would include road resurfacing
on Willow Avenue and Maple
Street and drainage on Hickory
Avenue, from East Street to Lex-
ington Avenue.

A letter was circulated announc-
ing the Garwood Republican
Committee’s candidates for Dis-
trict Leader, Cheryl and Steven
Blaufeder, representing the vot-
ers of the second district. In the
letter, the committee said they
endorsed a change in the second
district, represented currently by
Mr. Mathieu, because of Mr.
Mathieu’s support for having a
Democrat in the council
president’s seat, among other
reasons.

Councilman Mathieu told The
Westfield Leader that he voted
for Mr. Sluka “because I believe
he had the character to be coun-
cil president and because I be-
lieve he is more conservative
than any of the other members
of the Republican Party.”

Resident John Conlin inquired
about the HUD (federal govern-
ment Department of Housing and
Urban Development) develop-
ment at the former St. Anne’s
School that was approved two
years ago, and asked if Garwood
residents would have preference
in applying. The mayor said hous-
ing units are offered on a first
come, first served basis, and must
meet certain qualifications un-

der HUD rules. The housing de-
velopment would be for low-in-
come senior citizens. She said it
is a federal program that does
not show preference for Garwood
residents. Mr. Conlin said he
would not have voiced his ap-
proval of the project had he
known Garwood seniors would
not have first crack at housing.

Senior citizens who would like
to apply should contact the
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation, the sponsor, to get
on its mailing list, the mayor
advised.

Mr. Conlin also suggested to
the council that legal ads be
printed in The Westfield Leader,
and not the Cranford Chronicle
because the Chronicle has not
reported Garwood news for many
weeks.

Mr. Petruzzelli announced the
Garwood Recreation Committee
now has a Facebook page.

Mr. Sluka and Mr. Mathieu said
they had attended the most re-
cent Union County Freeholders
meeting, as part of a new sug-
gestion by Councilwoman
Todisco.

Garwood Denies Bulk Waste Pick-Up
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GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Club has announced
the recent elections of Matt Allouf
as club president, Deborah
McCarthy as vice-president, Carol
Lombardo as secretary, and Den-
nis McCarthy as treasurer.
Charles Lombardo remains chair-
man of the Garwood Democratic
Committee and also has agreed
to serve as membership chair-
man for the Democratic Club.
Mrs. Lombardo will serve as hos-
pitality chairwoman. Council-
woman Sara Todisco will orga-
nize fundraising events for the
year, and Bill Nierstedt will pro-
vide publicity for the club.

Gwd GOP Club Elects Officers, Announces Events
At recent meetings, Mr. Allouf

called for the creation of a com-
munity participation group with
a goal of involving the club in
activities that exist for the bet-
terment of Garwood citizens,
particularly those who need the
most assistance. The group’s first
activities were donating food bas-
kets for Thanksgiving, and Eas-
ter food drives. The club will
accept monetary or food dona-
tions for these causes and any-
one who knows someone in need
is asked to contact Mr. Allouf.
Further publicity will be available
as the holiday seasons approach.

Earlier this year, the Demo-

cratic Committee selected Mr.
Nierstedt and Mike Wilson to be
the Democratic Party candidates
for the 2012 borough council elec-
tion. Their campaign will begin in
earnest in September with the
candidates going door-to-door
listening to residents concerns
and ideas. The 2012 Campaign
to Elect Nierstedt and Wilson is
also looking for volunteers to
coordinate and assist in the cam-
paign.

The club is scheduling a num-
ber of fundraisers for 2012. Pro-
ceeds will be used to advance
club goals and activities. The club
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