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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for TheWestfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee, on a 3-2 party-line vote
Tuesday night, gave final approval
to the 2012 municipal budget that
will be financed by a 2.96-percent
increase in property-tax levies.

The $33.97-million spending
plan – of which $22.5 million will
be financed by property taxes
with $900,000 in surplus also
contributing – was criticized by
the two committee Democrats,
with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much
surplus was being used, a move
he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings ac-
count of the town” and more
should be set aside for future
emergencies such as another
hurricane and flooding.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come
at the expense of drawing down
the surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by say-
ing that he was not a big be-
liever in maintaining large sur-
plus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told
residents at Tuesday’s commit-
tee meeting, adding that he had
favored, unsuccessfully, using
another $100,000 in surplus
funds to lower the property tax
hike even further. Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins, a Republican, said
he was confident that the sur-
plus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant
line items in this year’s budget
are $5.3 million in salaries and
wages for the police depart-
ment, the largest expense in
the spending plan. Fire depart-
ment salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total
about $3.5 million. Group health
insurance costs will amount to
$3.8 million this year. Construc-

tion code fees are anticipated
to be $756,000 vs. $625,000
last year. And the library, which
will be financed by a separate
line item on property-tax bills,
will see a $1.36-million budget.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the
committee had for next year’s
budget, when revenue from the
Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT)
program at Cranford Crossing will
not be available. That program
allows local governments to retain
most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing develop-
ments for a set period of time.
Deputy Mayor Kalnins said the
committee would look at ways to
offset the expected revenue loss
of about $275,000. Mayor
Robinson said the committee did
not expend all of the PILOT money
this year, so the “hit,” as he termed
it, will not be as bad as expected
next year.

In other business, the commit-

tee approved an ordinance chang-
ing the Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) name to the
Downtown Business and Economic
Development Office. Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato-Nesi said the
move had come in response to a
“long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moni-
ker “better reflects the responsi-
bility and role” of the organization.
Commissioner Campbell cast the
lone vote against the change, call-
ing it “unnecessary.” He said the
new name was “too wordy, too
bureaucratic. It sounds like some-
thing out of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclama-
tions to three newly-minted Eagle
Scouts: Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge,
Thomas Gabriel Cappucci and
Theodore Winkleblech. He also
presented a proclamation to resi-
dent Louis Margolis to mark his
90th birthday. Ten Girl Scouts re-
ceived proclamations for achiev-
ing the Gold Award. And Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley presented
certificates to two local businesses
– Next Cleaners and Cake Artist
Café – for their efforts at adopting
environmentally-sustainable prac-
tices as part of the local Go Green
initiative.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The motion to
pass an ordinance for bulk pickup
this year failed, 3-2, Tuesday,
with borough council members
Timothy Hak and Louis Petruzzelli
voting in favor of the plan. Coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo was ab-
sent.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said,
“I think it is the fair thing to do,”
when asked by Councilman Jim
Mathieu of her opinion on the
bulk ordinance presented. She
said she thought there were resi-
dents who did not have the means
to dispose of unwanted items
through hiring a private hauler
themselves.

The ordinance presented Tues-
day would have cost $95 per
permit on a first-come, first-
served basis. The contractor’s
proposal was to sell permits in
increments of 25, so if there was
a 26th person and no more ap-
plied than that 26th person would
be denied a permit. Another 25
people would be needed in order
to sell more permits.

Council President Keith Sluka
said shutting out residents due
to the increment layout is “poor
customer service.” He also said
residents should handle their
“over consumption” by finding a
private hauler. “We have gone
beyond a government solution,
we have a government problem
now,” he said.

Bulk has been discussed at
length at council meetings. Last
year, bulk cost $55 and was
hauled away by borough em-
ployees. This year, the council
wanted to take the task away
from borough employees so as
not to have any liabilities prob-
lems, and hire an outside ven-
dor, resulting in elevating the
permit cost.

Last month, Councilman Hak,

head of the committee in charge
of bulk, had presented the bulk
solution at $125, and to be sold
in increments of 21 permits. Since
then, Borough Clerk Tina
Ariemma rebid bulk and had a
lower bid — the $95 per permit.

Ms. Ariemma also said Cranford
officials said they were not inter-
ested in Garwood sharing bulk
service with the township, and
Westfield officials had not re-
turned her inquiries on sharing
the service.

Councilman Mathieu said he was
in favor of bulk but was swayed
by the length of time it took to
get a plan in place, and by Mr.
Sluka’s viewpoints of bulk. He
also said the fee increase is a
“whack” to the taxpayer.

Four bidders submitted bids for
the construction of the athletic
field complex ranging from $2.75
to $3.2 million, Councilman
Petruzzelli said. One bidder is
protesting the bids and is to be
reviewed by the borough attor-
ney.

A new proposal for the crossing
guards’ contract will be presented
at the council’s next meeting,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco explained, “The
proposal does not change the
net income to the current cross-
ing guards, however, because of
changes to the legion of new
crossing guards and new guards
hired, as well as alternates, there
would be substantial savings to
borough if the motion is passed.”

A Republican bill, A-2454,
stalled in the State Legislature,
would alter eligibility require-
ments for unemployment insur-
ance for seasonal public entity
workers, and could include cross-
ing guards.

“This is not an issue at this
moment. I don’t know why you
are talking about something that
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Holistic Moms Meeting
On Tap For Tuesday

GARWOOD – Two La Leche
League of Union leaders will
present “Compassionately Com-
municating the Language of Love
to Our Children” at the Tuesday,
June 19 meeting of the Holistic
Moms Network. The meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ, located
at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

The session will concentrate on
discovering effective tools to con-
sistently and compassionately
convey messages of love to chil-
dren in a fast-paced society. The
presentation will highlight how
parents can communicate effec-
tively to children of all ages
through modeling, by what they
say, by what they do not say,
what they do, what they give, and
communication blockers to avoid.

College of St. Elizabeth
Announces Grads

MORRISTOWN - The following
local residents received degrees
from the College of Saint Elizabeth
during its 2012 Commencement:

Dominique Collucci of Cranford
received a Bachelors of Arts in
Art.

Jacqueline Riley of Westfield
received a Masters of Arts in
Educational Leadership.


