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500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning June 25th
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

www.artlabforkids.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”
First Class Accommodations

4 popcorns

WF Community Band Begins
Centennial Summer Series

Fanwood Poet Adele Kenny
Receives International Award

WESTFIELD LANDMARKS…Ricardo Roig, of Westfield, created a series of
limited edition hand cut screen prints highlighting Westfield’s famed landmarks
that will be available at the Evalyn Dunn Gallery in Westfield. Pictured,
“Arcanum Hall” is the first of the series.

FANWOOD – Fanwood poet,
Adele Kenny, has been awarded the
International Book Award in poetry
for her book, “What
Matters.”

“What Matters” is a
collection of poems that
deal with memory, mor-
tality and survival.
Former United States
Poet Laureate Robert
Pinsky wrote of the
book, “These poems are
eloquent, candid,
straightforward and
genuine.” Pulitzer Prize
winner Stephen Dunn
wrote that the poems are
“finely wrought meditations on grief
and loss.”

Ms. Kenny is the author of 23 books
(poetry and nonfiction). Her poems
have appeared in journals worldwide,
as well as in books and anthologies.
Her awards and honors include two
poetry fellowships from the New Jer-
sey State Arts Council, a Merton Po-
etry of the Sacred Award, first place
Merit Book and Henderson awards, a
Writer’s Digest Poetry Award, and a
Women of Excellence Award from
the Union County Commission on

the Status of Women for her work in
the arts and humanities.

One of her poems appeared on the
Rialto West Theater mar-
quee in New York City
as part of the 42nd Street
Art Project, and one of
her antiques reference
books was cited by
Home and Garden Tele-
vision.

A former creative writ-
ing professor and sec-
ondary-level English and
gifted education teacher,
Ms. Kenny also taught
report writing at the John
H. Stamler Police Acad-

emy in Scotch Plains and she has
worked as a poet-in-residence, grant
writer, grants review panelist, and
workshop leader for various agencies
and organizations.

Adele Kenny is poetry editor of
Tiferet Journal and founding director
of the Carriage House Poetry Series at
the Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood. In
March, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the Fanwood Borough Council
announced Ms. Kenny’s appointment
as Fanwood’s Poet Laureate. “What
Matters” is available via Amazon.com.

Adele Kenny

NJWA Summer Workshop
Offers Collage of Courses

WESTFIELD — Whether stu-
dents are fascinated by histories,
mysteries, recipes or strategies, there
is something for everyone at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Summer Workshop.

In addition to the traditional
courses in the areas of art, music
and drama, the Workshop offers cre-
ative ways of approaching other ar-
eas. Those interested in Historical
Hauntings will embark on a tour of
haunted history, where strange oc-
currences and unexplainable phe-
nomena are commonplace.

If challenges between kings,
queens and knights are a priority,
then Chess would be the choice.
Campers who enroll in Strategy
Games will experience the challenge
and excitement of both traditional
and modern strategies to apply to
decision-making and tactical skills.

Cooking Courses abound at the
Summer Workshop. Students in the
Pre-k, kindergarten and grade 1
workshops will have cooking as part
of their curriculum. Chefs in other
grades will learn to cook unique and
creative recipes in Snack Attack,
while those who participate in Sweet
Tooth learn to make purely delight-
ful confections. Confectionery art-
ists will also become skilled at culi-
nary decorating techniques in Cup-
cake Zone.

The 2012 program will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, from June 27 until July

31. Classes are held from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Early morning drop
off is available and students may
also enroll in Afternoon Adventures,
a program in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA.

V i s i t
NJWASummerWorkshop.com to
view, download or print the 2012
NJWA Summer Workshop bro-
chure and application. Completed
applications should be mailed or
delivered to New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts at the address indicated
on the form.

For additional information, call
(908) 518-1551, e-mail
NJWA.SummerWorkshop@gmail.com
or visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 E.
Broad Street, Westfield.

PROUD MOMENT…Westfield High School senior, Daniel Mandelbaum, win-
ner of the Westfield Art Association’s Fine Arts Award for “Stripe and Reflection
Study” pictured, second from top, poses with parents Mary Jo McShane and Roy
Mandelbaum. Minuetto Musical Festival

Set for June 26-30

MUSIC FESTIVAL…The inaugural Minuetto Music Festival will take place
June 26-30 in the air-conditioned comfort of Central Presbyterian Church in
Summit. All concerts are at 7:30 p.m. 70 Maple Street, Summit. Tickets: $25 for
the three concerts. Call (908) 264-5324 for information and tickets or visit
www.continuoarts.com for more information.

SUMMIT — The inaugural
Minuetto Music Festival will take
place June 26-30 in the air-condi-
tioned comfort of Central Presbyte-
rian Church in Summit. Presented
by the Continuo Arts Foundation,
the Festival comprises three con-
certs: The Milton Cross Young Art-
ists Showcase June 26, The Judy
Kang CD Release Concert June 28
and the Finale Concert June 30.

The finale concert includes selec-
tions from The Tales of Hoffman, La
Traviata and Bernstein’s Chichester

Psalms. Artistic Directors are
Candace Wicke of Continuo Arts
and Beverly Coulter from Miami’s
Riunite Opera. Sponsors are the
Grand Summit Hotel, Investors
Bank, Overlook Medical Center,
Hilltop Bank and Peapack Gladstone
Bank.

All concerts are at 7:30 p.m. 70
Maple Street, Summit. Tickets: $25
for the three concerts. Call (908) 264-
5324 for information and tickets or
visit www.continuoarts.com for more
information.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Thomas Connors, begins
their Centennial Summer Concert
Season on Thursday, June 28, at 7:30
p.m.

Throughout this milestone season,
the band will highlight music from
all musical genres including marches,
music from the early 20th century,
marches, Broadway musicals and
contemporary symphonic works
amongst its many selections.

In the opening of their summer
season, the band will feature its first
of many Broadway musical high-
lights of the season including Lerner
and Loewe’s “My Fair Lady”. The
1956 Broadway hit was based on
George Bernard Shaw’s play
Pygmalion and relates the story of
Eliza Doolittle. Well known songs
within the arrangement include, “Get
Me to the Church on Time”, “With a
Little Bit of Luck”, and “I Could
Have Danced All Night.”

Another musical feature includes
“Pineapple Poll”, which is a Gilbert
and Sullivan inspired comic ballet,

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Enjoying the profound and humor-
ous insights about one’s golden years
so charmingly assayed by John
Madden’s “The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel,” it occurred that this film should
be mandatory viewing for anyone with
a civic sense. While seniors will enjoy
the concurrence of truths they’ve
learned, young folks should benefit
most from its wisdom.

Apparently, none of the characters
etched here by a fine ensemble of
grade A British thespians saw that
dooming sign in the grocery stores,
barber shops and auto garages of their
youth that read, “We grow old too soon
and smart too late.” For in 21st Century
England, approaching the precipice of
their last act, they are all painfully
unprepared.

For most it’s money. In a comical,
expository scene, being shown a hum-
drum example of over 55 housing
mediocrity, Penelope Wilton’s Jean
Ainslie exclaims, “Thirty years in the
Civil Service and this is what we can
afford?” For others it’s a dream unful-
filled, an inability to adjust, or, as in
Grahame Dashwood’s case, a past af-
fair never reconciled.

Had Arthur Hailey added to his “Air-
port” and “Hotel” a work he might
have called “Active Adult Commu-
nity,” odds are it’d mirror what novelist
Deborah Moggach so affably achieved
in “These Foolish Things,” here trans-
posed to the screen by Ol Parker as
“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.” A
bunch of people share a bunch of prob-
lems.

Mad as hell and not willing to take it
anymore, to paraphrase Peter Finch’s
newscaster Howard Beale in “Net-
work” (1976), our splendid dramatis
personae decide to make some destiny
modifications. Having all learned about
the title residence in India through
colorfully descriptive, exalting bro-
chures, it’s there they will outsource
their retirement.

Although widow Evelyn
Greenslade, sharply portrayed by Judi
Dench, hasn’t quite resorted to eating
cat food, yet, her dear departed, finan-
cially irresponsible spouse has left her
little choice. The same situation pretty
much applies to the aforementioned
public servant and her Casper Milque-
toast of a spouse, Douglas, caringly
played by Bill Nighy.

Continuing down the line, the great
Maggie Smith’s Muriel Donnelly has
a bad hip and a broken heart after being
told by the family whose children she
raised and accounts she kept in order
for over thirty years that her services

would no longer be needed. Putting her
rabid xenophobia aside for the mo-
ment, the hip replacement is a real steal
in India.

And then for some, the decision to
export one’s future has, in varying de-
gree, a sexual connotation. Pretty Marge
Hardcastle (Celia Imrie), like Tennes-
see Williams’s Blanche Dubois, has
always relied on the kindness of strang-
ers to ensure her sense of wellbeing.
Whereas Ronald Pickup’s wily Norman
Cousins is just an old rake on the make.

Running counterpoint to these sagas
of the silver-haired set is the story of
their ambitious host, Sonny, the young-
est of several Indian brothers, all of
whom have achieved some sort of suc-
cess. Played by Dev Patel, the peren-
nial optimist hopes to make his fortune
and so impress his mom that she ac-
cedes to his love of the lesser caste
Sunaina (Tena Desae).

But it won’t be easy. Sonny some-
what overstated the beauteous attributes
of the Marigold, which is neither best
nor exotic in the conventional sense of
those adjectives. Like that first house
the realtor showed you, just to set you
up for the realities of the market, this is
a fixer-upper extraordinaire. Insofar as
Mom, well, she’s Babbitt in a sari.

Of course the rambling hotel, replete
with tons of great old columns, al-
coves, nooks and rooms bereft of doors
is an architectural metaphor, its blighted
state begging to rise up from the ashes
and realize its potential glory. Thus it
follows that, like Dorothy’s pals in
“The Wizard of Oz” (1939), each so-
journer hopes to find what’s lacking in
his or her life.

Reminded of the adage, “There, but
for the grace of G-d, go I,” our souls
demand we root for them, both as
fictitious characters and because of the
real world shame they represent. You
want to wave their plight under the
haughty noses of Social Darwinists the
way the Ghost of Christmas Present
revealed to Scrooge the indigent tots
under his robe.

It is muckraking in its politest, most
savvy form, a synergy of Western and
Eastern sentiment woven into a com-
pelling cry for redress. Although the
faucets leak, the phones don’t work
and the food is a bit spicier than you’re
used to, just chalk it up as part of the
overall charm that makes “The Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel” a four-star film
destination.

…
“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,”

rated PG-13, is a Fox Searchlight Pic-
tures release directed by John Madden
and stars Judi Dench, Tom Wilkinson and
Dev Patel. Running time: 124 minutes

based on a collection of Gilbert and
Sullivan works from the late 1870s,
including H.M.S. Pinafore. Addi-
tional selections for the evening in-
clude “Sea Songs,” by Ralph Vaughan
Williams, and the Fanfare from
“Sinfonia No. IV”, by Bruce Yurko.
The band’s summer concert series
continues for the next three weeks
with the Independence Day Celebra-
tion on Thursday, July 5, followed by
concerts on July 12 and 19.

Admission is free and audience
members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs. Concerts are held
on the gazebo in Mindowaskin Park,
next to 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. In the event of inclement
weather, the concert will be held in
the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, next
to the park.

The Westfield Community Band is
sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, Bruce Kaufman,
Director. For more information, con-
tact (908) 789-4080 or go to the band’s
website at
westfieldcommunityband.com

Westfield Community Band

Photo courtesy of Paul Deroo
FINE ART…Westfield High School
senior, Robert Capaldo, winner of the
Lougod Award presented by Paul
Deroo at the Senior Fine Arts Awards
Night on May 30, for his artwork “The
Tricycle.”

GOTTA FIND MY CORNER OF THE SKY…Matt Lynn, who played the title
role of Pippin, was nominated for Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a
Leading Role at the Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards held June 4.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

Courtesy of Alex Cena
PRE-PROM...A  Westfield High School pre-prom party is held at the O’Leary  residence on Lawrence Avenue in Westfield.


