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Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader
THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE, PIPPIN…The cast of Westfield High School’s musical, Pippin, strike a pose at the end of
their presentation at the Rising Star Awards at Paper Mill Playhouse on June 4. Pippin was nominated for Outstanding
Overall Production of a Musical. See story page 18.

Richard Mattessich (WF) Gretchan Ohlig (WF)

Jeane Parker (MS)Adele Lewis (GW)Barbara Greet (GW)

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
‘BREWING’ UP A BIG SURPRISE…Westfield High School Baseball Head
Coach Bob Brewster, center, is surrounded by some members of his teams from
the 2000 to 2005 at Molly McGuire’s in Clark on June 9. Members of his teams
from other decades, along with his family, were also present at the event that was
arranged by assistant coaches Jay Cook and Mike Murray. See page 9. More
photos will be shown in the June 21 issue of The Westfield Leader.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Westfield Additions OK’d to Home
On Mohawk, Dentist Office

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – The town’s zoning
board of adjustment on Monday night
made two property owners happy by
approving their applications and disap-
pointed others because they were re-
luctant to vote on a (d) variance appli-
cation without a full board present.

Alan and Carol Schwartz of 27
Mohawk Trail sought approval to con-
struct a one-story addition on the rear
of their home. Mrs. Schwartz told the
board that the kitchen and dining room
were small, and they want to extend
them to make the space more func-
tional. They also sought to add a mud-
room and a sitting room. The architect
is David Bailey of Westfield. The town’s
ordinance requires a minimum side-
yard setback of 10 feet, where the
Schwartzes have proposed 9.7 feet.
The ordinance requires a minimum
rear-yard setback of 35 feet, where the

couple has proposed 30 feet, eight
inches. The ordinance allows a maxi-
mum building coverage of 20 percent,
where they are proposing 21.8 percent.
The board approved the application.

Arida Properties, Inc. of 131 South
Euclid Avenue sought preliminary and
final site plan approval to construct
two, one-story additions to the building
that houses the dental practice of Dr.
Kenneth Arida. Attorney Arthur
Attanasio of Cranford and architect

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

BOE Candidates File For
November School Election

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

TRENTON – With board of educa-
tion elections changing to November
this year, candidates for several towns
filed their nominating petitions to
seek office on June 5 to run.

In Westfield, two incumbents and
one new candidate are running for
the three open seats to serve for three
years. BOE President Richard
Mattessich, current member Gretchan
Ohlig and new candidate Lucy Biegler
are running for positions. J. Brendan
Galligan has filed to run for the one-
year term seat, a seat that was vacated
by Julia Walker.

Mr. Mattessich, who has lived in
Westfield since 1994, has served on

the board for the past three years. He
has one sixth-grade and one eighth-
grade daughter, both of whom attend
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

“We moved here specifically right
before we had kids,” he said. “We
were looking for a town with a great
school system, great downtown, and
something that seemed family-ori-
ented.”

An attorney for 17 years, Mr.
Mattessich said he and the board have
focused on maintaining the quality of
education with the decreasing state
aid. He has also worked on establish-
ing the annual budget and imple-
menting maintenance additions such
as new boilers and windows through

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Report Shows WF Enrollment
Rose 17.4 Percent Since 2000

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – A report presented
to the Board of Education Tuesday
night shows that while Westfield’s popu-
lation increased 3.2 percent between
2000 and 2010, public school enroll-
ment increased 17.4 percent during the
same time frame. No decline in enroll-
ment is projected over the next five
years, school officials said.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan presented the report, compiled
by Ross Haber Associates and the
BOE’s long range planning commit-
tee. The report focused on enrollment
history, facility charts and census infor-

mation. Because Westfield offers a half-
day kindergarten and many parents opt
for a full-day program, the most sig-
nificant percentage of registrants new
to the district are those entering the first
grade, the report showed. With the ex-
ception of the Jefferson Elementary
School, enrollment is expected to de-
cline slightly over the next five years.
The same is projected for middle school
enrollment. Westfield High School’s
enrollment has been steadily increas-
ing and is expected to reach 1,967 by
the 2016-2017 school year. The addi-
tion to the high school, built in 2003,
was in anticipation of enrollment reach-
ing 2,000 students.

Conclusions reached by the study
are: that school buildings are fully uti-
lized, well maintained and offer an
inviting environment. There is no need
for a full-day kindergarten and redis-
tricting on the elementary level would
not solve space issues. In addition, the
report found that the elementary schools
do not have music or art classrooms,
but each school have managed to find
space for the classes.

In other business, Greg Bliasi, an
architect on the Tamaques School Out-
side Class Room and Garden, showed
a model of the outdoor room, which
will enhance the landscaping at the
front of the school. Tamaques School
PTA Co-Presidents Donna Dwyer and
Paula McCauley praised the outdoor
classroom as a nurturing learning ex-
perience for the students and faculty
and faculty alike.

“By September, a wireless computer
program will be in place in all of the
schools. The high school media center
is the highest priority, with desktops,
laptops and printers, which will en-
hance research capabilities. An ipad
cart will be added to each school, each
containing 30 ipads. There will be new
tech labs for each school replacing
existing labs. Staffing is expected to
include a data analyst and a district
technician, two tech coaches and a
person to assist teachers to implement
technology. This is expected cost
$680,000 in equipment and $310,000
for increased staffing,” said Brian
Aauker, the district’s chief technology
officer said.

Tim Harrison, supervisor of k-12
language arts program, outlined new
initiatives in the k-5 curriculum. They
include reading and writing workshops,
with a professional committee (made
up of teachers), and a library leader in
each school. The goal is to help strug-
gling students achieve proficiency in
language arts. Professional develop-
ment in language arts is part of the
program. The district is collaborating
with Columbia University to achieve
this goal.

The BOE also honored three teach-
ers who distinguished themselves as
educators of the year. Jan Fine, of the
Westfield High School guidance de-
partment, Ellen Muir, a math teacher in
the Project ‘79, an alternative educa-
tion program, and Peter Horn, also of
Project ‘79, all thanked the board for
being supportive of their efforts.

Garwood Council Denies
Bulk Waste Pick-Up, 3-2

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The motion to pass
an ordinance for bulk pickup this year
failed, 3-2, Tuesday, with borough
council members Timothy Hak and
Louis Petruzzelli voting in favor of the
plan. Councilman Victor DeFilippo was
absent.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said, “I
think it is the fair thing to do,” when
asked by Councilman Jim Mathieu of
her opinion on the bulk ordinance pre-
sented. She said she thought there were
residents who did not have the means to
dispose of unwanted items through hir-
ing a private hauler themselves.

The ordinance presented Tuesday
would have cost $95 per permit on a
first-come, first-served basis. The
contractor’s proposal was to sell per-
mits in increments of 25, so if there was
a 26th person and no more applied than
that 26th person would be denied a
permit. Another 25 people would be
needed in order to sell more permits.

Council President Keith Sluka said
shutting out residents due to the incre-
ment layout is “poor customer ser-
vice.” He also said residents should
handle their “over consumption” by
finding a private hauler. “We have gone
beyond a government solution, we have
a government problem now,” he said.

Bulk has been discussed at length at
council meetings. Last year, bulk cost
$55 and was hauled away by borough
employees. This year, the council
wanted to take the task away from
borough employees so as not to have
any liabilities problems, and hire an
outside vendor, resulting in elevating
the permit cost.

Last month, Councilman Hak, head
of the committee in charge of bulk, had
presented the bulk solution at $125,
and to be sold in increments of 21
permits. Since then, Borough Clerk
Tina Ariemma rebid bulk and had a
lower bid — the $95 per permit.

Ms. Ariemma also said Cranford
officials said they were not interested in

Robert Algarin of Westfield represented
Arida Properties. The application was
for front-yard setback and parking and
driveway improvements. Dr. Arida said
he wishes to build a consultation room,
a staff room and a children’s room and
to add an open front porch.

At its May meeting, the board told
the applicant to make the porch smaller,
eliminate a railing on the roof of the
porch and address drainage issues. The

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Mountainside Teachers
Rally for New Contract

By MEGHAN A. CUNNINGHAM
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE — Approxi-
mately 45 teachers from the
Mountainside school district paraded
around Beechwood School on Tues-
day night despite the inclement weather
to rally for a contract, of which they
have been without for two years.

The teachers, in matching blue shirts,
displayed red and white posters as they
chanted, “Still teaching, still caring, no
contract, two years!” The teachers
marched through the board of educa-
tion parking lot and down Woodacres
Drive in front of the school.

The Mountainside school district
teachers’ salaries have been frozen for
two years. In addition, as a result of new
state laws, teachers also expressed their
concern with regards to healthcare ben-
efits.

“At a minimum we lose 1.5 percent
of our salary. So our salary has stayed
the same for two years and we have to
put out more just to get health insur-
ance. So mothers who work because
they have to are losing money, young
people saving for a house, older people
wanting to retire, all of that takes a toll
on people,” said Linda Shanahan, an

Meghan A. Cunningham for The Westfield Leader
TEACHER RALLY…Teachers from the Mountainside School District parade
around Beechwood School on Tuesday night despite the inclement weather to
rally for a contract, of which they have been without for two years.

Happy Father’s Day!
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BEAUTIFUL…Westfield High School students pose for a photo as they enjoy a pre-prom party at the Rediker home on
June 2.

Courtesy of Alex Paglialunga

WHS Prom 2012
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Board of Education Candidates
his work on the facilities commit-
tee and chairman of the finance
committee.

“I look forward to serving again
if elected,” Mr. Mattessich said.
“Seeing students come into the
board room and showing their suc-
cess with the (school) play, athlet-
ics or test scores is very gratifying
to be a part of.”

During a tough economic time,
he said, the board has been able to
maintain the schools’ programs as
well as providing students with op-
portunities without cutting things
such as fine arts or core curriculum.

Ms. Ohlig, who has lived in
Westfield for 11 years, was ap-
pointed to the board in January af-
ter Ms. Walker resigned. With three
children who attend Jefferson El-
ementary School and Edison Inter-
mediate School, she said joining
the board was a great opportunity
and she was “lucky enough to get
selected.”

“I love serving on the board,
which has been a huge learning
experience, and I still feel like I’m
running uphill trying to get a real
sense of the issues,” she said. “I still
have a lot to learn, but I’m enjoying
it.”

A lawyer by training who works
at a firm in New York City, Ms.
Ohlig said the board has dealt with
many budgetary and facility issues,
including the repair of new roofs on
the school buildings as well as the
debate over turf field installation. It
also has dealt with the increasing
student population for the past few
years, which has prompted
Westfield to redistrict some students
at Washington Elementary School.

As a member of the BOE policy
committee, she said the group has
been looking at policies to update
and reevaluate, especially in regards
to technology in the schools. They
have $6 million allocated to get
them up to speed on these policies
and whether students should bring
their own devices to the classroom.

“The people serving on the board
are really committed to the best
interest of the kids, and I would like
to continue that,” Ms. Ohlig said.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three
current members including the
president, Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, and members Karen
Kulikowski and Betty Anne
Woerner, are running for reelection
for three-year terms.

Mr. Whitehouse, who has been a
Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dent for about 22 years, has three
children – two in college and one
who is a sophomore in high school –
who have all gone through the SP-F
school system. Involved in commu-
nity service and coaching his chil-
dren in sports for many years, he has
served on the board for 10 years.

“I grew up in a family where my
parents each served on the BOE at
different times, my dad was a coun-
cilman, and my grandfather the
mayor at one time,” he said. “My
house was very involved in civic
participation, and it really wasn’t a
question of what may have pushed
me to run, just what area I would
choose to serve.”

With financial constraints and re-
ductions over the past few years, Mr.
Whitehouse said that now that they
are stable, the BOE wants to devote
time to maintenance work on the
schools, such as repairing the roofs.
He said the board wants to “bring
buildings back to their condition”
since they had to hold off on repairs
in order to maintain their schools’
programs.

“I just wanted to stay involved
since I haven’t heard of much inter-
est in candidacy with moving the
election to November,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. “I can comfort-
ably say this would be my last term,
and for the next few years, I hope to
help focus on developing a board
with future board leaders and add
some additional values.”

Mr. Whitehouse said he would
also like to incorporate more tech-
nology into the district curriculum
in addition to the growth of the
world languages offered at the
schools.

Ms. Kulikowski, who has lived in
Scotch Plains since 2000, has just
ended her first term on the board.
With one child who attended Park
Middle School and is now at Union
County College, she is a dentist
who also spent time on the PTA as
president.

“I enjoy giving something back
to the community and enjoy work-

ing with all the people on the board
and within the school district,” she
said. “We try to make things run
smoothly and work on whatever
comes up on the agenda including
personnel issues, negotiating, and
the curriculum.”

Similar to the issues Mr.
Whitehouse addressed, Ms.
Kulikowski also said the board was
limited by the budget and with the
cuts from a few years ago, it was
unable to get the funds for a new
roof.

“I’m not on the board for me, but
to help the kids,” she said. “We are
all volunteers and I have the time
and desire to help and that’s why I
do it.”

Although two incumbents have
filed to run for the Garwood BOE,
there is still a three-year seat open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet are
running for the three-year open po-
sitions. If there are no write-ins
during the election, then the board
will appoint another member to fill
the last position after interviewing
the candidates.

Ms. Lewis, who is a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood and has two daugh-
ters who have attended Garwood
schools, has been serving on the
board for nine years and has been
president for seven-and-a-half-
years. Working as the Garwood
planning and zoning board admin-
istrator in Maplewood and as the
planning board secretary for
Garwood, she said she has always
been involved in her community.

“I joined the board because edu-
cating children is such an impor-
tant job and a great way to give
back to the community,” she said.

Along with the issues of dwin-
dling resources, she said they have
been dealing with the new mandates
regarding the state’s new bullying law
and the process of renting the Wash-
ington School to the Westfield Area
“Y.” “That’s an exciting thing right
now, especially to provide service for
a community and to enhance childcare
and recreation,” Ms. Lewis said.

“With a decade of service, I’m proud
of the board and our diligence,” Ms.
Lewis said. “I have to give credit to my
fellow board members who are very
diligent and have made it easy for
me.”

She is also one of the founding
members and trustees of the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood.

Ms. Greet, who has lived in
Garwood for 23 years and is the mother
of four children who are all in college,
has also served on the board for nine
years. A practicing registered nurse
for 38 years, she serves as the chair-
woman for the BOE’s education com-
mittee and is a member of the finance
and negotiations committees.

“It is a great opportunity to volun-
teer for the town and give back to the
school all four of my children at-
tended and graduated,” she said.

One issue the board had to work
with was taking Washington School
offline in order to maintain school
programs and staff. Working under a
tight budget with less funding every
year, Ms. Greet said the board had to
move students to Lincoln School to
save money.

Ms. Greet said she waited to serve
on the board until her children were
older because of the time commit-
ment, noting she wanted to give 100
percent.

“Unfortunately, not too many

people are stepping up to run and I
feel obligated to serve this great little
town,” Ms. Greet said. “Hopefully,
someone will step up who is young
in town with young children and
will want to get involved.”

Mountainside only has two open
seats for its BOE up this year. Cur-
rent members Jeane Parker and Kate
Motz decided to run again for three
more years on the board.

Ms. Parker, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2004, was ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011
after two members resigned. The
mother of one daughter who will be
graduating from the middle school,
she originally ran for the board and
lost by only several votes.

“I initially ran because I was just
really frustrated with the way the
board worked and the lack of com-
munication,” she said. “I was con-
cerned where the money was going
and what happened to money we
had lost and I was frustrated with the
status quo and how divisive the board
was.”

A senior writer for The New York
Post, Ms. Parker said she believes
the board needs to “beef up” com-
munication with newsletters and get
the community that does not have
children involved. With the forma-
tion of a communications commit-
tee, she said it has been a slow pro-
cess that needs to continue to be
more inclusive.

“I feel like they gave me a chance
after I lost, and I feel like for the first
time in many years there’s a focus
on what we need to do, what’s lack-
ing, and what’s good about our dis-
trict,” Ms. Parker said. “Everyone’s
moving in the direction we should,
and I want to continue and contrib-
ute to that.”

Since Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights share Governor Livingston
High School, Ms. Parker said the
Mountainside BOE has a strength-
ened relationship with Berkeley
Heights, which she said needs to
continue to be improved.

Ms. Motz, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2008, has served
on the board since October 2011
along with Ms. Parker. Ms. Motz has
three children, two who attend
Beechwood Elementary School and
the youngest who is in preschool at
Sundance in North Plainfield. As a
board member, she is a BOE liaison
to the Mountainside PTA and is a
member of the BOE’s community
outreach, curriculum and strategic
planning committees.

“I want to serve my community
and be a part of the growth of our
schools, a part of the change, a voice
for my fellow parents and an advo-
cate of our fantastic education sys-
tem,” she said.

Ms. Motz said she is mainly con-
cerned about community outreach
and strategic planning. These issues,
which have made some progress,
touch upon the board’s successes
and challenges and she affirmed,
“We need a good plan.” Ms. Motz is
also the creator of NJ Moms Guide,
which started in 2006 as Westfield
MomsTown and has branched out to
all parts of the state.

“It’s very refreshing to work with
a group of people that care so much
about their community, volunteers
that want to do whatever it takes to
make our schools better for our chil-
dren,” Ms. Motz said. “I look for-
ward to serving for as many years as
possible.”

Garwood sharing bulk service with the
township, and Westfield officials had
not returned her inquiries on sharing
the service.

Councilman Mathieu said he was in
favor of bulk but was swayed by the
length of time it took to get a plan in
place, and by Mr. Sluka’s viewpoints of
bulk. He also said the fee increase is a
“whack” to the taxpayer.

Four bidders submitted bids for the
construction of the athletic field com-
plex ranging from $2.75 to $3.2 mil-
lion, Councilman Petruzzelli said. One
bidder is protesting the bids and is to be
reviewed by the borough attorney.

A new proposal for the crossing
guards’ contract will be presented at
the council’s next meeting, Council-
woman Sara Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco explained, “The pro-
posal does not change the net income to
the current crossing guards, however,
because of changes to the legion of new
crossing guards and new guards hired,
as well as alternates, there would be
substantial savings to borough if the
motion is passed.”

A Republican bill, A-2454, stalled in
the State Legislature, would alter eligi-
bility requirements for unemployment
insurance for seasonal public entity
workers, and could include crossing
guards.

“This is not an issue at this mo-
ment. I don’t know why you are
talking about something that is still
in effect,” resident Bruce Paterson
said to the council.

It has been a hot topic at Garwood
council meetings with crossing guards
voicing their opposition to losing their
benefits.

Crossing Guard Rosemary Snow
said Tuesday that she is filing for
unemployment insurance.

The council voted, with Mr. Mathieu
abstaining, to approve a bond ordi-
nance to authorize the 2012 road and
drainage improvement project in the
amount of $340,000, with $185,000
to be provided by state funding. It
would include road resurfacing on
Willow Avenue and Maple Street and
drainage on Hickory Avenue, from
East Street to Lexington Avenue.

applicant sought relief for nine setback
and coverage ordinances. The board
approved the new plan with the condi-
tion that the Westfield engineer review
the drainage system.

Sonny and Tammy Adoni, who wish
to build a new large home with a three-
bay garage at 745 Lenape Trail, were
represented by attorney Robert Triarsi
of Cranford, architect Gabriel Calenda
of Kenilworth, engineer Victor Zinagra
of Cranford and planner Kevin O’Brien
of Rahway. At last month’s meeting,
the team had to stop their presentation
of the site plan because the meeting
was running past 11 p.m.

On Monday evening they did not
even get the opportunity to present
their work because the full board was
not present and they were asking for a
(d) variance. Board Attorney Vincent
Loughlin said he did not think it would
be appropriate to vote without the full
board present. Neighbors Joe O’Keefe
and Russ Howell of Prospect Street,
who live behind the Adoni property,
were present to express their concerns
about water and drainage, but were
unable to speak since the application
was not heard and the public portion
was not held.

The next meeting of the board will
be held Monday, July 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF BOA

A letter was circulated announcing
the Garwood Republican Committee’s
candidates for District Leader, Cheryl
and Steven Blaufeder, representing
the voters of the second district. In the
letter, the committee said they en-
dorsed a change in the second district,
represented currently by Mr. Mathieu,
because of Mr. Mathieu’s support for
having a Democrat in the council
president’s seat, among other reasons.

Councilman Mathieu told The
Westfield Leader that he voted for Mr.
Sluka “because I believe he had the
character to be council president and
because I believe he is more conserva-
tive than any of the other members of
the Republican Party.”

Resident John Conlin inquired about
the HUD (federal government De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment) development at the former
St. Anne’s School that was approved
two years ago, and asked if Garwood
residents would have preference in
applying. The mayor said housing units
are offered on a first come, first served
basis, and must meet certain qualifica-
tions under HUD rules. The housing
development would be for low-income
senior citizens. She said it is a federal
program that does not show prefer-
ence for Garwood residents. Mr.
Conlin said he would not have voiced
his approval of the project had he
known Garwood seniors would not
have first crack at housing.

Senior citizens who would like to
apply should contact the Westfield
Senior Citizen Housing Corporation,
the sponsor, to get on its mailing list,
the mayor advised.

Mr. Conlin also suggested to the
council that legal ads be printed in The
Westfield Leader, and not the Cranford
Chronicle because the Chronicle has
not reported Garwood news for many
weeks.

Mr. Petruzzelli announced the
Garwood Recreation Committee now
has a Facebook page.

Mr. Sluka and Mr. Mathieu said they
had attended the most recent Union
County Freeholders meeting, as part of
a new suggestion by Councilwoman
Todisco.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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Cranford Committee Okays Budget,
With 2.96-Percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for TheWestfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee, on a 3-2 party-line vote Tues-
day night, gave final approval to the
2012 municipal budget that will be
financed by a 2.96-percent increase in
property-tax levies.

The $33.97-million spending plan –
of which $22.5 million will be financed
by property taxes with $900,000 in
surplus also contributing – was criti-
cized by the two committee Demo-
crats, with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much surplus
was being used, a move he called “not
wise at this time.” He said the surplus
should be looked at as “the savings
account of the town” and more should
be set aside for future emergencies
such as another hurricane and flood-
ing.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come at
the expense of drawing down the
surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by saying

that he was not a big believer in
maintaining large surplus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told resi-
dents at Tuesday’s committee meet-
ing, adding that he had favored,
unsuccessfully, using another
$100,000 in surplus funds to lower
the property tax hike even further.
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins, a Re-
publican, said he was confident that
the surplus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant line
items in this year’s budget are $5.3
million in salaries and wages for
the police department, the largest
expense in the spending plan. Fire
department salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total about
$3.5 million. Group health insur-
ance costs will amount to $3.8 mil-
lion this year. Construction code
fees are anticipated to be $756,000
vs. $625,000 last year. And the li-
brary, which will be financed by a
separate line item on property-tax
bills, will see a $1.36-million bud-
get.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the com-
mittee had for next year’s budget, when
revenue from the Payment-in-Lieu-of-
Taxes (PILOT) program at Cranford
Crossing will not be available. That
program allows local governments to
retain most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing developments
for a set period of time. Deputy Mayor
Kalnins said the committee would look

at ways to offset the expected revenue
loss of about $275,000. Mayor
Robinson said the committee did not
expend all of the PILOT money this
year, so the “hit,” as he termed it, will
not be as bad as expected next year.

In other business, the committee ap-
proved an ordinance changing the
Downtown Management Corporation’s
(DMC) name to the Downtown Busi-
ness and Economic Development Of-
fice. Commissioner Lisa Adubato-Nesi
said the move had come in response to
a “long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moniker
“better reflects the responsibility and
role” of the organization. Commis-
sioner Campbell cast the lone vote
against the change, calling it “unneces-
sary.” He said the new name was “too
wordy, too bureaucratic. It sounds like
something out of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclamations to
three newly-minted Eagle Scouts:
Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge, Thomas
Gabriel Cappucci and Theodore
Winkleblech. He also presented a proc-
lamation to resident Louis Margolis to
mark his 90th birthday. Ten Girl Scouts
received proclamations for achieving
the Gold Award. And Commissioner
Edward O’Malley presented certificates
to two local businesses – Next Cleaners
and Cake Artist Café – for their efforts
at adopting environmentally-sustain-
able practices as part of the local Go
Green initiative.

eighth-grade Language Arts teacher.
Tuesday night’s rally was not the

first attempt by the Mountainside teach-
ers to demonstrate their need of a con-
tract. On May 22, the teachers wore
matching black T-shirts to symbolize
unity in their cause. “We’ve done things
that will not negatively impact the chil-
dren,” said Jana MacMillan, a teacher
who commutes from Pennsylvania
every day.

“We understand there’s financial prob-
lems that the whole state is going through,
and we would like to have a fair settlement
for our members so they can provide for
their families,” said Suzanne Jenks, presi-
dent of the Mountainside Education Asso-
ciation. “With this rally, maybe the board
will see that we’re all united — that the
entire association wants the same thing
and that it’s just not a small group of
people.”

At the end of the night, when thank-
ing her fellow supporters for coming
out, Ms. Jenks remarked wittily, “the
rain is tears for what we’re going
through.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Mtsd. Rally

Courtesy of Josephine Donatelli
WHS...Couples gather for pre-prom night at the house of Dr. Andrew
Maran and Carolyn Kalos in the Brightwood Section of Westfield. Pictured
are: Jordan Yarusi and Joseph Porchetta, Gabrielle Fraenkel and Adam
Firestone, Betsy Freeman and Paul DeVita, Nicoletta Kalos and Josh
Posluszny, Madison Yarusi and Timothy York, and Jillian Mongiove and
Justin Ricardo.
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WELCOME TO FANWOOD…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr inaugurates the
newly unveiled “Welcome to Fanwood” sign on June 3. The sign, located at the
intersection of South and La Grande Avenues, is the Eagle Scout Project of Ricky
Abichandani of Troop No. 33. Ricky said Scouts and volunteers spent over 100
hours preparing, installing and landscaping the sign and the surrounding area.

Charlotte Murtishaw for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ABANDONED…This home at 36 Glenwood Road in Fanwood will be the subject
of a hearing at Borough Hall on Tuesday, July 17, as borough officials are
deciding whether to place it on the list of abandoned properties.

Courtesy of  Brooks Crandall
PRE-PROM GLITTER…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School held their senior prom last Friday at Pines Manor in Edison.
A pre-prom party was held at the home of the Brown family. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joe Mcquoid and Lauren
Eckert, Louis Campanaro and Abigal Churman, Jose Sanchez, Laura Caupelli and Sam Brown, Marianna Caruso-Gilbert
and Grant Crandall.

Trip Whitehouse Betty Anne Woerner Karen Kulikowski

Grillstone Rest. Told to Resubmit
Application for 567-Ft. Addition

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment,
last Thursday evening, sent three ap-
plicants back to the drawing board
with applications deemed incomplete
by Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin.

Apollo 2, LLC, trading as
Grillstone Restaurant, located at 2377
Route 22 West, located in an R-3A
zone, wishes to construct a 567-
square-foot addition, and a 1,622-
square-foot outdoor patio area, which
would contain restaurant seating, thus
requiring a (d) use variance. The ap-
plicant, on Thursday, was seeking
site plan completeness only.

Board Engineer Steve Bolio had
several concerns about the applica-
tion. He said that lot lines had to be
re-surveyed and a copy of it had be
submitted to the board. Mr. Bolio
also questioned the proposed build-
ing elevation and signage. Apollo
attorney James Clarden said that no
changes in that area were proposed.
Mr. Bolio said waivers would be
needed for outside storage and park-
ing and should be submitted with the
application to the board.

“It looks like they’re narrowing the
driveway. All design waivers must be
attached so we know if the minimum
requirements are met,” Mr. Bolio said.
“We need a size and description of all

proposed topographical elevation
data.”

He also asked about any new light-
ing that would be added. Mr. Clarden
said there were no plans to install
additional lighting. Mr. Bolio also
questioned if the plans for drainage
were for above or below ground. An
engineer representing Apollo, Rob
Freund, stated that the drainage would
be below ground.

Board planner Mary Moody ques-
tioned the porch in back of the restau-
rant, and the 20-foot driveway de-
marcation.

Apollo was told by Mr. Loughlin
to resubmit a new site-plan applica-
tion, including any front-yard park-
ing variances sought, done by a cer-
tified architect. A public hearing on
the matter will be held at the Thurs-
day, July 12, board meeting if the
material submitted meets with board
approval.

Julia Beaumont sought approval to
construct a 30-by-25-foot deck at 413
Farley Avenue, located in an R-3A
zone. The borough ordinance requires
a rear-yard setback of 30 feet, where
Ms. Beaumont has proposed 13.5
feet. Ms. Beaumont said she wanted
the deck for added entertainment
space for her family.

She said the deck would be at an
elevation of three feet. Brian Doyle
asked if she was adding lighting to
the deck, to which Ms. Beaumont
said no. Board members Llewlyn
Jones and Susan Dinan noted the
deck was pretty big for the size of the
property. Board member Dan Sullivan
asked that she have an engineer sub-
mit a drawing of the deck and how it
would look on the property for the
board to be able to make a proper
decision on the application.

“It might make sense to have an
adequate site plan and survey. Your
contractor can help you with an accu-
rate drawing and pictures,” Mr.
Loughlin said. Mr. Jones added that
the deck should have cement posts as
a base.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Borough Looking to Declare
Glenwood Home Abandoned

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In August of 2006,
Fanwood resident Amy Sumner died
at the age of 100, leaving behind her
multigenerational descendents and
a white split level on Glenwood
Road.

Nearly six years later, the house
languishes untouched by any claim-
ants and overgrown with shrubbery.
Soon, it is expected to be moved
onto the abandoned property list,
after which the municipality as-
sumes control of the estate.

The house is more than qualified
for placement on the list, as the
basic criteria stipulate that the prop-

erty must be abandoned for at least
six months and the condition of the
property “constitutes a nuisance,”
according to Fanwood Attorney
Dennis Estis. Although the borough
has sporadically sent workers to
perform maintenance on the
grounds, the latter charge is sup-
ported by area residents, who have
watched the property fall slowly
into disrepair for nearly six years.

Susan Kocses, a neighbor, has
lodged numerous complaints with
various figures in the local govern-
ment.

“When people walk by, they stop.
I told this to the mayor. They stop,
people point fingers, a woman was
taking pictures one time. It’s dis-
gusting. It decreases the value of
my house, because that house is so
disgusting,” she said. “I called the
board of health because it was so
overgrown, and with the warm win-
ter and wet spring there’s an in-
crease of bugs and ticks and
mosquitos...My husband’s out there
mowing our lawn, trimming our
bushes. I don’t want to have to be
endangered because of it.”

Somewhat mysteriously, it is un-
clear who the true property owner is

following Ms. Sumner’s death.
Clinton Dicksen, director of the
Fanwood Public Works Department,
confirmed that the deceased remains
listed on current property records.

“You wonder why in six years
whoever the executor of the estate is
has not undertaken to sell the prop-
erty,” Mr. Estis said. “It’s a very
unusual length of time. Normally, it
does take a while to probate a will
and go through other requirements.
But maybe two, three years.”

When a house is placed on the
abandoned property list, it frees the
town to move forward with dealing
with the property as it sees fit. After
six years, it looks like the Glenwood
residence will finally be served –
after the requisite legal procedures.

“It’s a very slow process,” Ms.
Kocses said. “They told me that and
we’re being very patient but as an-
other season comes around, another
springtime, everybody’s out on their
properties – that still sits and it’s
very upsetting.”

The hearing, originally scheduled
for June 19, has been postponed
until prior to the borough council
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 17, at Borough Hall.

Mountainside Teachers
Rally for New Contract

By MEGHAN A. CUNNINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Approxi-
mately 45 teachers from the
Mountainside school district pa-
raded around Beechwood School
on Tuesday night despite the in-
clement weather to rally for a con-
tract, which they have been without
for two years.

The teachers, in matching blue
shirts, displayed red and white post-
ers as they chanted, “Still teaching,
still caring, no contract, two years!”
The teachers marched through the
board of education parking lot and
down Woodacres Drive in front of
the school.

The Mountainside school district
teachers’ salaries have been frozen
for two years. In addition, as a re-
sult of new state laws, teachers also
expressed their concern with re-
gards to healthcare benefits.

“At a minimum we lose 1.5 per-
cent of our salary. So our salary has
stayed the same for two years and
we have to put out more just to get
health insurance. So mothers who
work because they have to are los-
ing money, young people saving for
a house, older people wanting to

retire, all of that takes a toll on
people,” said Linda Shanahan, an
eighth-grade Language Arts
teacher.

Tuesday night’s rally was not the
first attempt by the Mountainside
teachers to demonstrate their need
of a contract. On May 22, the teach-
ers wore matching black T-shirts to
symbolize unity in their cause.
“We’ve done things that will not
negatively impact the children,” said
Jana MacMillan, a teacher who
commutes from Pennsylvania ev-
ery day.

“We understand there’s financial
problems that the whole state is
going through, and we would like
to have a fair settlement for our
members so they can provide for
their families,” said Suzanne Jenks,
president of the Mountainside Edu-
cation Association. “With this rally,
maybe the board will see that we’re
all united – that the entire associa-
tion wants the same thing and that
it’s just not a small group of people.”

At the end of the night, when
thanking her fellow supporters for
coming out, Ms. Jenks remarked
wittily, “the rain is tears for what
we’re going through.”

BOE Candidates File For
November School Election

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – With board of educa-
tion elections changing to November
this year, candidates for several towns
filed their nominating petitions to
seek office on June 5 to run.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three
current members including the presi-
dent, Norman “Trip” Whitehouse, and
members Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner, are running for
reelection for three-year terms.

Mr. Whitehouse, who has been a
Scotch Plains and Fanwood resident
for about 22 years, has three children
– two in college and one who is a
sophomore in high school – who have
all gone through the SP-F school
system. Involved in community ser-
vice and coaching his children in
sports for many years, he has served

on the board for 10 years.
“I grew up in a family where my

parents each served on the BOE at
different times, my dad was a coun-
cilman, and my grandfather the mayor
at one time,” he said. “My house was
very involved in civic participation,
and it really wasn’t a question of
what may have pushed me to run, just
what area I would choose to serve.”

With financial constraints and re-
ductions over the past few years, Mr.
Whitehouse said that now that they
are stable, the BOE wants to devote
time to maintenance work on the
schools, such as repairing the roofs.
He said the board wants to “bring
buildings back to their condition”
since they had to hold off on repairs
in order to maintain their schools’
programs.

“I just wanted to stay involved
since I haven’t heard of much inter-
est in candidacy with moving the
election to November,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. “I can comfort-
ably say this would be my last term,
and for the next few years, I hope to
help focus on developing a board
with future board leaders and add
some additional values.”

Mr. Whitehouse said he would
also like to incorporate more tech-
nology into the district curriculum
in addition to the growth of the
world languages offered at the
schools.

Ms. Kulikowski, who has lived in
Scotch Plains since 2000, has just
ended her first term on the board.
With one child who attended Park
Middle School and is now at Union
County College, she is a dentist

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Happy Father’s Day!
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Photo courtesy of Brooks Crandall
PROM NIGHT...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors pose for the camera at a pre-prom party at the home of James
and Lorraine Milner. Pictured, left to right, are: Billy Schauer and Elise Miner, Luke Emnas and Chrissy Monroy, David
Pak and Ariel Hwang, Maxine Marvosa and Jordan Dagasaro, Melissa Gara and Milan Tailor, Catherine Amberg and
Brian Van Brunt.

Photo courtesy of Brooks Crandall
A GOOD-LOOKING GROUP...Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School seniors gather during a pre-prom party at the
home of James and Lorraine Milner. Pictured, left to right, are: Sarah Weber and Mike Vilarino, Rachel Armus and
Johnny Turchin, Dory Baron and Jake Zacharia, Nicole Depaola and Chad Tussel, Allison Whitehouse and Kristina
Zekunde.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THINK ABOUT YOUR LIFE, PIPPIN…The cast strikes a pose at the end of
their presentation at the Rising Star Awards at Paper Mill Playhouse on June
4. Westfield High School’s musical, Pippin, was nominated for Outstanding
Overall Production of a Musical, so they were one of seven schools to perform.
See story page 18.

Mr. Loughlin told Ms. Beaumont
to bring back the contractor’s work
proposal, and come back on July 12
due to lack of a site plan. Ms. Beau-
mont said had she been told what was
required for the application she would
have complied.

James Cleaves sought a certificate
of non-conformity for usage of 385
Westfield Road, located in an R-3A
zone, to continue to use the home as
a two-family home contrary to town
code, which allows only one-family
homes. Mr. Cleaves said the home,
which originally belonged to his
grandparents, was always taxed as a
two-family even though it is in a one-
family zone.

“If it is a two-family in a one-
family zone, you have a heavy bur-
den,” Mr. Loughlin said. “I’m
troubled by the insufficient nature of
the application you submitted.”

Mr. Loughlin advised Mr. Cleaves
to get a land-use attorney, and told
him he had the right to ask for a
postponement from the board. Mr.
Loughlin said Mr. Cleaves would need
documentation and tax records and
that the matter could have significant
financial ramifications. The case was
postponed until the Thursday, Sep-
tember 6, meeting at 7 p.m. Neigh-
bors opposing the application were
in the audience but did not speak
because no public hearing was held.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP BOA

who also spent time on the PTA as
president.

“I enjoy giving something back
to the community and enjoy work-
ing with all the people on the board
and within the school district,” she
said. “We try to make things run
smoothly and work on whatever
comes up on the agenda including
personnel issues, negotiating, and
the curriculum.”

Similar to the issues Mr.
Whitehouse addressed, Ms.
Kulikowski also said the board was
limited by the budget and with the
cuts from a few years ago, it was
unable to get the funds for a new
roof.

“I’m not on the board for me, but
to help the kids,” she said. “We are
all volunteers and I have the time
and desire to help and that’s why I
do it.”

Although two incumbents have
filed to run for the Garwood BOE,
there is still a three-year seat open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet are
running for the three-year open po-
sitions. If there are no write-ins
during the election, then the board
will appoint another member to fill
the last position after interviewing
the candidates.

Ms. Lewis, who is a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood and has two daugh-
ters who have attended Garwood
schools, has been serving on the
board for nine years and has been
president for seven-and-a-half-
years. Working as the Garwood
planning and zoning board admin-
istrator in Maplewood and as the
planning board secretary for
Garwood, she said she has always
been involved in her community.

“I joined the board because edu-
cating children is such an impor-
tant job and a great way to give
back to the community,” she said.

Along with the issues of dwin-
dling resources, she said they have
been dealing with the new man-
dates regarding the state’s new bully-
ing law and the process of renting the
Washington School to the Westfield
Area “Y.” “That’s an exciting thing
right now, especially to provide service
for a community and to enhance
childcare and recreation,” Ms. Lewis
said.

“With a decade of service, I’m proud
of the board and our diligence,” Ms.
Lewis said. “I have to give credit to my
fellow board members who are very
diligent and have made it easy for me.”

She is also one of the founding
members and trustees of the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood.

Ms. Greet, who has lived in
Garwood for 23 years and is the mother
of four children who are all in college,
has also served on the board for nine
years. A practicing registered nurse
for 38 years, she serves as the chair-
woman for the BOE’s education com-
mittee and is a member of the finance
and negotiations committees.

“It is a great opportunity to volun-
teer for the town and give back to the
school all four of my children at-

tended and graduated,” she said.
One issue the board had to work

with was taking Washington School
offline in order to maintain school
programs and staff. Working under a
tight budget with less funding every
year, Ms. Greet said the board had to
move students to Lincoln School to
save money.

Ms. Greet said she waited to serve
on the board until her children were
older because of the time commit-
ment, noting she wanted to give 100
percent.

“Unfortunately, not too many people
are stepping up to run and I feel obli-
gated to serve this great little town,”
Ms. Greet said. “Hopefully, someone
will step up who is young in town with
young children and will want to get
involved.”

Mountainside only has two open
seats for its BOE up this year. Current
members Jeane Parker and Kate Motz
decided to run again for three more
years on the board.

Ms. Parker, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2004, was ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011
after two members resigned. The
mother of one daughter who will be
graduating from the middle school,
she originally ran for the board and
lost by only several votes.

“I initially ran because I was just
really frustrated with the way the board
worked and the lack of communica-
tion,” she said. “I was concerned where
the money was going and what hap-
pened to money we had lost and I was
frustrated with the status quo and how
divisive the board was.”

A senior writer for The New York
Post, Ms. Parker said she believes the
board needs to “beef up” communica-
tion with newsletters and get the com-
munity that does not have children
involved. With the formation of a com-
munications committee, she said it
has been a slow process that needs to
continue to be more inclusive.

“I feel like they gave me a chance
after I lost, and I feel like for the first
time in many years there’s a focus on
what we need to do, what’s lacking,
and what’s good about our district,”
Ms. Parker said. “Everyone’s moving
in the direction we should, and I want
to continue and contribute to that.”

Since Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights share Governor Livingston
High School, Ms. Parker said the
Mountainside BOE has a strength-
ened relationship with Berkeley
Heights, which she said needs to con-
tinue to be improved.

Ms. Motz, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2008, has served
on the board since October 2011 along
with Ms. Parker. Ms. Motz has three
children, two who attend Beechwood
Elementary School and the youngest
who is in preschool at Sundance in
North Plainfield. As a board member,
she is a BOE liaison to the
Mountainside PTA and is a member of
the BOE’s community outreach, cur-
riculum and strategic planning com-
mittees.

“I want to serve my community
and be a part of the growth of our
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Board of Education Candidates
schools, a part of the change, a voice
for my fellow parents and an advo-
cate of our fantastic education sys-
tem,” she said.

Ms. Motz said she is mainly con-
cerned about community outreach
and strategic planning. These issues,
which have made some progress,
touch upon the board’s successes and
challenges and she affirmed, “We
need a good plan.” Ms. Motz is also
the creator of NJ Moms Guide, which
started in 2006 as Westfield
MomsTown and has branched out to
all parts of the state.

“It’s very refreshing to work with a
group of people that care so much
about their community, volunteers
that want to do whatever it takes to
make our schools better for our chil-
dren,” Ms. Motz said. “I look for-
ward to serving for as many years as
possible.”

In Westfield, two incumbents and
one new candidate are running for
the three open seats to serve for three
years. BOE President Richard
Mattessich, current member Gretchan
Ohlig and new candidate Lucy Biegler
are running for positions. J. Brendan
Galligan has filed to run for the one-
year term seat, a seat that was vacated
by Julia Walker.

Mr. Mattessich, who has lived in
Westfield since 1994, has served on
the board for the past three years. He
has one sixth-grade and one eighth-
grade daughter, both of whom attend
Roosevelt Intermediate School.

“We moved here specifically right
before we had kids,” he said. “We
were looking for a town with a great
school system, great downtown, and
something that seemed family-ori-
ented.”

An attorney for 17 years, Mr.
Mattessich said he and the board have
focused on maintaining the quality of
education with the decreasing state
aid. He has also worked on establish-
ing the annual budget and imple-
menting maintenance additions such
as new boilers and windows through
his work on the facilities committee
and chairman of the finance commit-
tee.

“I look forward to serving again if
elected,” Mr. Mattessich said. “See-
ing students come into the board room
and showing their success with the
(school) play, athletics or test scores
is very gratifying to be a part of.”

During a tough economic time, he
said, the board has been able to main-
tain the schools’ programs as well as
providing students with opportuni-
ties without cutting things such as
fine arts or core curriculum.

Ms. Ohlig, who has lived in
Westfield for 11 years, was appointed
to the board in January after Ms.
Walker resigned. With three children
who attend Jefferson Elementary
School and Edison Intermediate
School, she said joining the board
was a great opportunity and she was
“lucky enough to get selected.”

“I love serving on the board, which
has been a huge learning experience,
and I still feel like I’m running uphill
trying to get a real sense of the is-
sues,” she said. “I still have a lot to
learn, but I’m enjoying it.”

A lawyer by training who works at
a firm in New York City, Ms. Ohlig
said the board has dealt with many
budgetary and facility issues, includ-
ing the repair of new roofs on the
school buildings as well as the debate
over turf field installation. It also has
dealt with the increasing student
population for the past few years,
which has prompted Westfield to re-
district some students at Washington
Elementary School.

As a member of the BOE policy
committee, she said the group has
been looking at policies to update
and reevaluate, especially in regards
to technology in the schools. They
have $6 million allocated to get them
up to speed on these policies and
whether students should bring their
own devices to the classroom.

“The people serving on the board
are really committed to the best inter-
est of the kids, and I would like to
continue that,” Ms. Ohlig said.

Cranford Committee OKs Budget,
With 2.96-Percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — The township
committee, on a 3-2 party-line vote
Tuesday night, gave final approval
to the 2012 municipal budget that
will be financed by a 2.96-percent
increase in property-tax levies.

The $33.97 million spending plan
– of which $22.5 million will be
financed by property taxes with
$900,000 in surplus also contribut-
ing – was criticized by the two com-
mittee Democrats, with Commis-
sioner Kevin Campbell saying that
too much surplus was being used, a
move he called “not wise at this
time.” He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings account of
the town” and more should be set
aside for future emergencies such
as another hurricane and flooding.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come at
the expense of drawing down the
surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by saying
that he was not a big believer in
maintaining large surplus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told resi-
dents at Tuesday’s committee meet-
ing, adding that he had favored,
unsuccessfully, using another
$100,000 in surplus funds to lower
the property tax hike even further.
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins, a Re-
publican, said he was confident that
the surplus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant line
items in this year’s budget are $5.3
million in salaries and wages for
the police department, the largest
expense in the spending plan. Fire
department salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total about
$3.5 million. Group health insur-
ance costs will amount to $3.8 mil-
lion this year. Construction code
fees are anticipated to be $756,000
versus $625,000 last year. And the
library, which will be financed by a
separate line item on property-tax
bills, will see a $1.36-million bud-
get.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the
committee had for next year’s bud-
get, when revenue from the Pay-
ment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT)
program at Cranford Crossing will
not be available. That program al-
lows local governments to retain
most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing develop-

ments for a set period of time.
Deputy Mayor Kalnins said the
committee would look at ways to
offset the expected revenue loss of
about $275,000. Mayor Robinson
said the committee did not expend
all of the PILOT money this year, so
the “hit,” as he termed it, will not be
as bad as expected next year.

In other business, the committee
approved an ordinance changing
the Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) name to the
Downtown Business and Economic
Development Office. Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato Nesi said the
move had come in response to a
“long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moniker
“better reflects the responsibility
and role” of the organization. Com-
missioner Campbell cast the lone

vote against the change, calling it
“unnecessary.” He said the new
name was “too wordy, too bureau-
cratic. It sounds like something out
of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclamations
to three newly-minted Eagle Scouts:
Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge, Thomas
Gabriel Cappucci and Theodore
Winkleblech. He also presented a
proclamation to resident Louis
Margolis to mark his 90th birthday.
Ten Girl Scouts received proclama-
tions for achieving the Gold Award.
And Commissioner Edward
O’Malley presented certificates to
two local businesses – Next Clean-
ers and Cake Artist Café – for their
efforts at adopting environmentally-
sustainable practices as part of the
local Go Green initiative.

WF Additions OK’d to Home
On Mohawk, Dentist Office

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s zon-
ing board of adjustment on Mon-
day night made two property own-
ers happy by approving their appli-
cations and disappointed others be-
cause they were reluctant to vote on
a (d) variance application without a
full board present.

Alan and Carol Schwartz of 27
Mohawk Trail sought approval to
construct a one-story addition on
the rear of their home. Mrs.
Schwartz told the board that the
kitchen and dining room were small,
and they want to extend them to
make the space more functional.
They also sought to add a mudroom
and a sitting room. The architect is
David Bailey of Westfield. The
town’s ordinance requires a mini-
mum side-yard setback of 10 feet,
where the Schwartzes have pro-
posed 9.7 feet. The ordinance re-
quires a minimum rear-yard set-
back of 35 feet, where the couple
has proposed 30 feet, eight inches.
The ordinance allows a maximum
building coverage of 20 percent,
where they are proposing 21.8 per-
cent. The board approved the appli-
cation.

Arida Properties, Inc. of 131
South Euclid Avenue sought pre-
liminary and final site plan approval
to construct two, one-story addi-
tions to the building that houses the
dental practice of Dr. Kenneth
Arida. Attorney Arthur Attanasio
of Cranford and architect Robert
Algarin of Westfield represented
Arida Properties. The application
was for front-yard setback and park-
ing and driveway improvements.
Dr. Arida said he wishes to build a
consultation room, a staff room and
a children’s room and to add an
open front porch.

At its May meeting, the board
told the applicant to make the porch
smaller, eliminate a railing on the
roof of the porch and address drain-
age issues. The applicant sought
relief for nine setback and coverage
ordinances. The board approved the
new plan with the condition that the
Westfield engineer review the drain-
age system.

Sonny and Tammy Adoni, who
wish to build a new large home with
a three-bay garage at 745 Lenape
Trail, were represented by attorney
Robert Triarsi of Cranford, archi-
tect Gabriel Calenda of Kenilworth,
engineer Victor Zinagra of Cranford
and planner Kevin O’Brien of
Rahway. At last month’s meeting,
the team had to stop their presenta-
tion of the site plan because the
meeting was running past 11 p.m.

On Monday evening they did not
even get the opportunity to present
their work because the full board
was not present and they were ask-
ing for a (d) variance. Board Attor-
ney Vincent Loughlin said he did
not think it would be appropriate to
vote without the full board present.
Neighbors Joe O’Keefe and Russ
Howell of Prospect Street, who live
behind the Adoni property, were
present to express their concerns
about water and drainage, but were
unable to speak since the applica-
tion was not heard and the public
portion was not held.

The next meeting of the board
will be held Monday, July 9, at 7:30
p.m. at the Westfield Municipal
Building, located at 425 East Broad
Street.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Photo courtesy of Nick and Lisa Karter
QUIET ELEGANCE...A heron was spotted taking in the scene at Mindowskin
Park in Westfield.
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 Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
OUTSTANDING EFFORT... Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
right, congratulates Ken Gorman of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department,
center, on earning the Battalion Chief Ken Nocera Memorial Award for Out-
standing Excellence in Fire Fighter 1, fall semester, upon graduating from the
Union County Fire Training Academy in Linden. They are joined by Fanwood
Fire Chief John Piccola. Twenty-five firefighter recruits from the Clark, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Kenilworth, Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains and Sum-
mit Fire Departments graduated in the fall 2011/spring 2012 Classes.

Stender Bill Hikes Penalties
 For Guns in Schools

Sgt. Viglianti, 97, to Receive
Bronze Star on June 24

WESTFIELD – Battle of Bulge
veteran, Sergeant Ennio John
Viglianti of Westfield, 97, will be
presented with his long-awaited
Bronze Star at a special 3 p.m.
ceremony on Sunday, June 24, at
the Scotch Plains American Le-
gion Hall, located at 237 Park Av-
enue.

The quest to secure the Bronze Star
for Sgt. Viglianti, the uncle of the late
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti, began in Late 2010 when
he told a group of golfing buddies
about his experiences in the Battle of
the Bulge, and the fact that he was
recommended for the award but never
received it. He referred to a news
article, which appeared in The
Westfield Leader in April 1945, which
quoted his commanding officer, Colo-
nel George Ruhien, who said “...the
energetic and untiring devotion to
duty of Sgt. Viglianti exemplifies the
highest tradition of the service.”

Sgt. Viglianti served as ammuni-
tion chief on the Service Battery, 3rd
Armored Field Artillery Battalion,
Combat Command A, 9th Armored
Division.

“By rotating drivers and using pre-
ventive maintenance while the trucks
were being serviced, he (Sgt.
Viglianti) was able to keep all trucks
rolling despite snowstorms, icy
roads, fatigued drivers and enemy
action,” Col. Ruhlen stated in the
1945 Leader article. “Some ammu-
nition was being hauled as far as 120
miles and was under shell fire some
of the time.”

Art Lundgren, one of the group of
golfers who took the lead in working
to get Sgt. Viglianti’s his Bronze Star,
commented: “When I decided to re-
quest that the Army check into Vig’s
claim, I used documents provided by
him including his discharge papers,
various articles about his unit, and
also researched information on the
9th Armored Division, 3rd Field Ar-
tillery Battalion on the Internet.”

“Using this data, I contacted the
Military Personnel Records in St.
Louis only to be informed that all
Army personnel records from 1912
to 1959 were destroyed in a fire in the
mid 70’s. They referred me to the
Army Review Agency for my ap-
peal,” Mr. Lundgren said. “When I
was informed that the review process
could take over one year, I contacted
Senator (Frank) Lautenberg’s and
Rep. (Leonard) Lance’s offices for
help. Both responded quickly and
suggested that only one office should

be involved in order to avoid a dupli-
cate effort. Since Rep. Lance’s office
was in Westfield, Vig’ s hometown, I
decided to pursue the request through
them.”

After contacts with the Army De-
partment of Human Resources
(Awards and Decorations Branch),
the Army Review Boards Agency
said more specific information and a
personnel recommendation from an
immediate superior officer was
needed.

“I found that most of them were
deceased, and the National Archives,
which provided me with detailed in-
formation in an ‘After Action Report’
dated December 1 to December 31,
1944, I resubmitted a request for a
further review. However, it did not
seem to be enough.

“Enter, 93-year-old Capt. (now
Col. Retired) Bob Rupp who turned
out to be Vig’s immediate command-
ing officer. Last September I received
a call from Vig’s son, Joe, who in-
formed me that his dad had received
an invitation from Col. Rupp to at-
tend a reunion of the Field Artillery
Battalion. This was the break we
needed. I contacted Col. Rupp who
wrote [a] letter of recommendation,
which was the final piece of our
pursuit of the Bronze Star, ” Mr.
Lundgren said.

The completed form was submit-
ted to Rep. Lance’s office, which
forwarded it with the Congressman’s
letter of recommendation, to the De-
partment of Human Resources. On
May 9, the day before Mr. Viglianti’s
97th birthday, Mr. Lundgren received
a call from Human Resources in-
forming him that the request had been
approved.

According to a copy of the cita-
tion on the medal, “Sergeant
Viglianti constantly resupplied units
of the 9th Armored Division be-
tween distances of 75 to 100 miles
in its drive to relieve the 101st Air-
borne Division in Bastogne
[Belgium]…under extremely haz-
ardous conditions” helping the 3rd
Armored Field Artillery Battalion
to accomplish its mission.

Mr. Viglianti will be presented with
the Bronze Star by Brig. General
Vincent Stahl. Over 35 family mem-
bers from three states will be attend-
ing in addition to members of his
“golfing family.” The Legion, under
the direction of Commander Alex
DiPace, will provide the required
military environment and protocol
for the presentation.

TRENTON — An Assembly com-
mittee has advanced legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) that would
upgrade the penalty for carrying a fire-
arm in school buildings and grounds.

“We send our children to school so
they can exercise their right to an
education and a better way of life,”
said Asw. Stender, a former Fanwood
mayor and Union County freeholder.
“We should not have to worry about
whether they’ll return home at the end
of the day. It seems as if every week
we read about another senseless trag-
edy involving gun violence in our
schools. The only way to be proactive
against this threat is to combine vigi-
lance with a tougher, no-nonsense
approach to weapons possession.”

The bill (A-1216) would upgrade
the penalty for possessing a firearm in
or upon any part of the buildings or
grounds of any school, college, univer-
sity or other educational institution
without the written authorization of the
governing officer of the institution.

Currently, carrying a firearm on
school grounds is punishable by im-
prisonment for a term of three to five
years, a fine of up to $15,000 or both.
Asw. Stender’s bill would upgrade
the penalty to a term of imprisonment
of five to 10 years, a fine of up to
$150,000 or both, as the crime would

be moved from a third-degree to a
second-degree crime.

The lawmaker said that upgrading
the penalty for this particular fire-
arms violation would bring it into
conformance with the penalties cur-
rently imposed for the possession of
a firearm for an unlawful purpose
and the unlawful possession of a hand-
gun. The measure was approved by
the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee and now awaits consider-
ation by the full Assembly.
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Small Biz Loan Program
Launched in Union County

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation have announced
the “Union County Means Business
Loan Initiative,” a new program de-
signed to help small businesses get
access to low interest loans for equip-
ment, inventory and other needs.

The loans will be administered by
the Union County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (UCEDC), a
certified U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration microlender. As a
microlender, UCEDC’s mission is to

make loans to small businesses that do
not qualify for conventional lending
by banks. UCEDC has agreed to lower
its interest rates for the Loan Initiative,
with fixed rates starting at 6 percent
for short-term loans of up to $50,000.
Businesses can use the funds for equip-
ment, inventory, working capital, and
renovations on owned property. The
reduced rate under the Loan Initiative
will be available for applications re-
ceived by October 1, 2012.

Visit www.ucedc.com or  ucnj.org/
or ucnj.org/ucmeansbusiness for more
information.

Munoz Bill on Harboring
Sex Offen. Clears Panel

TRENTON — Legislation sponsored
by Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-
21, Summit) to increase penalties for
harboring or concealing a sex offender
has been approved by the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee.

 The bill, A-2079, would require
an offender to serve a minimum term
of imprisonment without eligibility
of parole for harboring or concealing
a convicted pedophile who fails to
register as a sex offender at their
current residence. They would face a
minimum term of three years in jail.

A Senate committee approved iden-
tical legislation, S-622, in March.

MS BOE Gets Presentation
On Improving Strategic Plan

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
borough’s board of education (BOE)
held their annual “goal setting re-
treat” on June 5. At the meeting,
members had a guest speaker who
presented a 17-slide presentation and
discussed ways to help improve the
2012-2013 “strategic plans” for the
Mountainside School District.

“The purpose of this board meet-
ing is to make sure the school district
is running efficiently and smoothly,”
BOE President James Ruban said.

The speaker, Dan Bearison, has 20
years experience in business and fi-
nancial planning. He was born and
raised in Mountainside and said he
felt the schools “district overview”
needed “an update.”

“I feel your district goals’ state-
ment needs a tremendous improve-
ment and your vision statement
should be replaced by a purpose state-
ment, Mr. Bearison said.

The school’s district overview and
their “vision” “mission” and “district
goals” statements can be found under
www.mountainsideschools.org

During his presentation Mr.
Bearison explained a “strategic plan”
into three points, which are having
“core values,” having a “purpose”
followed by having a “mission.”

“Anytime you make a plan you
need to refer to those three key ele-
ments,” Mr. Bearison told the BOE.

Mr. Bearison also brought to the
table and explained the “SWOT” analy-
sis which stands for strengths, weak-
ness, opportunities, and threats along
with the term “SMART” which stands
for specific, measurable, actionable,
results oriented, and time bound.

“When you’re looking at a goal,
refer to your SWOT and SMART strat-
egy to help you achieve,” he added.

After his presentation, BOE mem-
bers pressed forward and changed
the school’s district overview. They
made a rough draft and had each
member jot down ideas to change
“our district goals” along with “our
vision” statement.

By the end of the meeting, the
rough draft has been changed to: “The
purpose of the Mountainside Board
of Education is to represent the com-
munity through setting policy and
overseeing the district to ensure stu-
dents are provided with an optimal
education.”

“There’s not time tonight to fully
finish,” Mr. Bearison said. “We should
spend at least two hours each on

finalizing the school’s goals, mis-
sion, and vision which I feel, the
vision should be changed to a ‘pur-
pose’ statement.

“I speak his [Bearison’s] same lan-
guage. I agree we need a change,”
said board member Dante Gioia said.

“We need someone like you to
push us,” said BOE member Kate
Motz. “You gave us a great guideline
to follow.”

Finalizing the meeting he tested
the members and gave them home-
work.

“Sleep on this rough draft and we
will finalize it more. Next time you’re
online, Google ‘strategic planning’
and measure it by your job and ask
yourself, ‘how can I improve my
thought process for next time?’” Mr.
Bearison said.

Mr. Bearison has knowledge in
business processing and managing.
He has worked for Lucent Technol-
ogy, AT&T, and Omnicom Group.
He currently works for Omnicom
and has been for seven years along
with outside consulting which he does
on his spare time.

“With my job [Omnicom Group] I
am sent around the world to help
people improve with their business
by providing recommendations to
people,” he concluded. “In the end, I
feel you guys will have the best stra-
tegic plan. I feel I bring the willing-
ness and ability to help out.”

 “I would love to have you here
every meeting. I appreciate your time
and I can’t thank you enough,” Mr.
Ruban said.

College Loan Schedules
Addressed by Bill

TRENTON – Legislation that
would require educational brochures
on college loan repayment schedules
to be created and distributed to high
school students was released last week
by an Assembly Higher Education
Committee.

The measure (A-1083) would di-
rect the state Higher Education Stu-
dent Assistance Authority (HESAA)
to create a document that would serve
to educate high school students about
college loan repayment schedules.
The HESAA would be required to
post the document on its website and
distribute it annually to public and
nonpublic high schools. School dis-
tricts and nonpublic high schools
would be required to disseminate the
document to high school juniors and
seniors annually.

Mayors Look to Move
On Detention Project
REGION — The mayors repre-

sent ing communit ies  in  the
Rahway River Watershed met with
area legislators at Union County
College last week to seek support
for the funding in the next state
budget for the development of the
South Mountain  s tormwater
project.

Officials said the construction of a
dry detention basin in the South
Mountain Reservation is expected to
significantly reduce water elevations
during peak storm conditions in
Millburn, Union, Springfield,
Cranford and Rahway. The mayors
explained that the over $75 million of
flood damage was caused by Hurri-
cane Irene and that the detention
project is a positive response to flood
mitigation.

The detention project was evalu-
ated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers who has done hydrology work
to estimate the potential water eleva-
tion reductions. The mayors showed
a video produced by the Mayors
Council.

Mayors and their community engi-
neers will be meeting with the Army
Corps in their headquarters to con-
tinue to refine the analysis. The May-
ors Council on Rahway River Water-
shed Flood Control will also be hold-
ing a public hearing in Millburn on
Wednesday, June 27, to get input for
the various key environmental orga-
nizations.
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ON THE WAY TO LBI…On Sunday, June 3, Jay’s Cycle Center hosted their Annual 100-Mile Charity Bicycle Ride from
Westfield to Beach Haven on Long Beech Island with 45 riders in tow. What began as a two-man ride has grown into an
annual event raising over $3,000 for the Pan Mass Challenge – Jimmy Fund. Westfield residents Bill Foley, Ed Gallagher
and Erik Leite are participating in the fundraiser, which raised $35 million last year. Jay’s Cycle Center will be hosting its
10th annual LBI Bicycle Ride June 2, 2013.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Labor Dept. Says N.J. 47th of 50
States in Econ. Performance

The United States Labor Depart-
ment recently released data indicating
the state’s economy shrank by 0.5
percent in 2011, even as 43 states saw
their economies grow last year, with
the state ranked 47th in economic
performance, The Record has reported.

A non-partisan state legislative
budget analyst told New Jersey law-
makers in an e-mail that a gap be-
tween earlier budget projections and
actual tax collections may now be as
wide as $1.4 billion through the end
of June 2013, a development the
governor’s office later downplayed,
the paper reported.

New Jersey’s unemployment rate
was 9.1 percent in April, a full per-
centage point above the national rate.

“Governor Christie has now spent
months talking about two things: ‘the
Jersey Comeback’ and (presumptive
Republican Presidential nominee)
Mitt Romney’s record as a job cre-
ator,” New Jersey State Democratic
Chairman John Wisniewski re-
sponded. “We now know that both
are myths. Under (former Massachu-
setts Governor) Mitt Romney, Mas-
sachusetts ranked 47th out of 50 in
terms of job creation. Under Chris
Christie, New Jersey now ranks 47th
out of 50 in terms of economic per-
formance. Mitt Romney’s record as a
job creator is abysmal, and the Jersey
Comeback doesn’t exist.”

Rutgers Governing Boards OK
Negotiation Principles for Merger

Rutgers University’s Board of Gov-
ernors and Board of Trustees have
approved a list of principles for nego-
tiations to merge Rutgers and Rowan
University’s Camden campuses un-
der a plan being pushed by South
Jersey political boss George Norcross
and state Senate President Stephen
Sweeney, both Democrats, accord-
ing to a Star-Ledger report.

Rutgers’ governing bodies said
they’ve only agreed to let its Camden
campus merge with Rowan if each
school “retains its independence and
autonomy.”

Under compromise legislation,
Rutgers would operate UMDNJ, in-
cluding the medical and dental
schools. University Hospital, the
teaching hospital in Newark, would
continue as a separate institution.

In Camden, Rutgers-Camden and
Rowan University would maintain
their names and campuses, but unite
under a single governing board.

State Senator Richard Codey (D-
27, Roseland) and Senator Ron Rice

(D-28, Newark) have opposed the plan.
Updated Results Given for
Lance Victory Over Larsen

Updated results from the New Jer-
sey Secretary of State’s office show
Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th) won his
Primary over businessman David
Larsen by a tally of 23,180 to 15,164.
Mr. Lance won Union County by 3,000
votes, Hunterdon County by over
2,000 tallies and Somerset County by
some 2,800 votes. Mr. Larsen won
Morris County by 650 votes.

NJEA Supports Diegnan’s
Tenure Reform Bill

The New Jersey Education Asso-
ciation (NJEA) has come out in favor
of tenure reform legislation spon-
sored by Assemblyman Patrick
Diegnan (D-18), chairman of the
Assembly Education Committee.
Asm. Diegnan’s bill would change
how teachers are evaluated, making
those evaluations more frequent and
tying them more closely to earning
and keeping tenure. Tenure would be
earned at four years, a year longer
than current law.

The bill would also shorten the
time needed to remove ineffective
teachers by removing tenure cases
from the court system and placing
them before arbitrators who can hear
and rule on cases more quickly and at
a fraction of the cost of a court case.

Wash Times Poll: Rubio Top
Pick for VP by CPAC Activists
Florida U.S. Senator Marco Rubio

has emerged as the top pick of con-
servatives as a running mate for Re-
publican presidential nominee Mitt
Romney, according to a Washington
Times-sponsored poll of more than
500 attendees of the Conservative
Political Action Committee (CPAC)
gathering in Chicago last Friday.

The first-term Florida Senator received
30.4 percent of the first-place votes from
CPAC delegates, more than twice the
number for New Jersey Governor Chris
Christie, named by 14.2 percent of the
respondents. House Budget Committee
Chairman Paul Ryan, a Wisconsin Re-
publican, finished third in the poll.

Courage to Reconnect
SP, FW Sets Hearings
AREA — Courage to Reconnect

Scotch Plains/Fanwood will sponsor a
series of public hearings to receive
comments on its application to the
state’s Department of Community Af-
fairs’ (DCA) Local Finance Board seek-
ing the creation of a municipal consoli-
dation study commission to study the
consolidation of  the two towns.

A copy of the application may be
requested in advance of the hearings by e-
mailing DCA staff at dlgs@dca.state.nj.us
or via  SPFreconnect.wordpress.com/ap-
plication/. The first hearing will be
held at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, June 18,
in the Scotch Plains Council Cham-
bers, 430 Park Avenue. The second
will be on Wednesday, June 27, at 7
p.m. at 80 Second Street in Fanwood,
located in La Grande Park near Third
Street and La Grande Avenue.  The
joint public hearing will follow at 8
p.m. in the same building.
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Garwood GOP Club Elects
Officers, Announces Events

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Club has announced the
recent elections of Matt Allouf as
club president, Deborah McCarthy
as vice-president, Carol Lombardo
as secretary, and Dennis McCarthy
as treasurer. Charles Lombardo re-
mains chairman of the Garwood
Democratic Committee and also has
agreed to serve as membership chair-
man for the Democratic Club. Mrs.
Lombardo will serve as hospitality
chairwoman. Councilwoman Sara
Todisco will organize fundraising
events for the year, and Bill Nierstedt
will provide publicity for the club.

At recent meetings, Mr. Allouf
called for the creation of a commu-
nity participation group with a goal
of involving the club in activities that
exist for the betterment of Garwood
citizens, particularly those who need
the most assistance. The group’s first
activities were donating food baskets
for Thanksgiving, and Easter food
drives. The club will accept mon-
etary or food donations for these
causes and anyone who knows some-

one in need is asked to contact Mr.
Allouf. Further publicity will be avail-
able as the holiday seasons approach.

Earlier this year, the Democratic
Committee selected Mr. Nierstedt and
Mike Wilson to be the Democratic
Party candidates for the 2012 bor-
ough council election. Their cam-
paign will begin in earnest in Sep-
tember with the candidates going
door-to-door listening to residents
concerns and ideas. The 2012 Cam-
paign to Elect Nierstedt and Wilson is
also looking for volunteers to coordi-
nate and assist in the campaign.

The club is scheduling a number of
fundraisers for 2012. Proceeds will
be used to advance club goals and
activities. The club has scheduled a
trip to a Somerset Patriots baseball
game, featuring after game fireworks
on Saturday, June 30. Future press
releases will advise of time, ticket
costs, and more details. Other events
to be scheduled are trips to Monmouth
Racetrack, a Red Bulls Soccer game,
and possibly a New Jersey Devils
game in the fall. Interested parties
can contact Councilwoman Todisco
as details become available.

Letters were recently mailed to reg-
istered Garwood Democrats in antici-
pation of increasing membership. For
information about joining the club,
contact Mr. Allouf at (908) 264-8550.

Marks Elected Chairman
Of Scotch Plains GOP

SCOTCH PLAINS — Following
the June 5 Primary Election, the
Scotch Plains Republican Commit-
tee on Monday night selected former
mayor Martin Marks as its new chair-
man. Mr. Marks will succeed former
mayor Bill McClintock, who retired
after serving as chairman for 11 years.

“First and foremost, I want to thank
Bill McClintock for his friendship
and leadership over the years. He has
been my mentor in government and
politics since I arrived in the commu-
nity and I know I will continue to rely
on his wisdom and advice in my new
role,” Mr. Marks said.

He continued, “There seems to be
an air of enthusiasm and anticipation
in Republican circles in this Presi-
dential election year. That enthusi-
asm is certainly evident here in Scotch
Plains as we picked up several new
members to our committee by virtue
of the Primary Election. It was nice to
see some new (and younger) faces at
our reorganization meeting ready to
roll up their sleeves and get to work.
Our committee is now stronger and
more vibrant than it has been in re-
cent memory and that bodes well for
us in this important election year.”

 “I really look forward to working
with our campaign committee on the
reelection of Mayor Mary DePaola
this year. Mary has already demon-

strated the leadership necessary to
guide Scotch Plains government dur-
ing challenging times,” Mr. Marks
said. “There is a lot on our local
government’s plate right now includ-
ing the recruitment of a new munici-
pal manager and the ongoing discus-
sions for the consolidation of the
Scotch Plains and Fanwood police
departments and we need Mayor
Depaola to help us move forward on
these and other issues.

“I am also particularly pleased that
former board of education member
Edward Saridaki has joined the Re-
publican ticket as our council candi-
date for 2012. Ed is known for having
been a budget hawk while on the
board of education and I know it will
be his fiscal conservatism that trans-
lates into cost savings for the taxpay-
ers of Scotch Plains,” Mr. Marks con-
cluded.

The Scotch Plains Republican
Committee also elected former mayor
Joan Papen as vice-chairwoman, Liz
Mangan as secretary, and Ken
Greenman as treasurer to serve with
Mr. Marks for a two-year term.

Bill Would Require Publication of Pacts
TRENTONS -- Legislation to penalize

government officials for failing to follow
a law that makes transparent public em-
ployment contracts and interest arbitra-
tion awards has been introduced in Tren-
ton by a Monmouth County senator.

“Localities across the state have vio-
lated this 44-year-old law by failing to
file for public disclosure all employment
contracts with the state Public Employ-
ment Relations Commission,” Senator
Jennifer Beck (R-11, Red Bank) said.

The bill would establish that public
employers in New Jersey, including coun-
ties, municipalities and school districts,
file all negotiated public employment
agreements with PERC within 15 days of
execution. Custodians of contracts who
fail to file contracts in time would be
liable for a fine up to $1,000. All con-
tracts would have to be posted on PERC’s
website, www.perc.state.nj.us/
publicsectorcontracts.nsf, on a perma-
nent basis.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com
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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You for Support
Of Faltermayer Sch.
My family and I would like to

extend our deepest gratitude for the
community’s ongoing support of the
Edmund K. Faltermayer Journalism
Scholarship.  The scholarship, pre-
sented annually in my father’s
memory to a graduating senior at
Westfield High School, was awarded
to its 10th recipient this year.

We also thank our friends who
spearheaded the effort behind this
scholarship as well as the Westfield
Foundation for its excellent manage-
ment of the fund that makes it pos-
sible. Even with the economic down-
turn, we recently were able to double
the award, and our hope is for its
continued growth.

My father was an esteemed jour-
nalist for nearly 50 years and a proud
and longtime resident of Westfield.
For more information about the schol-
arship, please contact the Westfield
Foundation at (908) 233-9787.

Charlotte Faltermayer Dolling
Westfield

Dad, I Owe You One; It Always
Pays to Get Three Quotes

Here’s Why I Am An Independent,
Tea Party Follower, Not a ‘D’ or ‘R’

Recently, I had the need to remove
a 40-year old oak tree that was lean-
ing into my neighbors’ property and
about to do damage to their garage.
Naturally, I called a tree removing
service and they came, they saw and
they quoted $1,700. Next, I called
another tree service. They came, they
saw and they quoted $2,100. Made
sense, relatively close.

Next, I called a third tree service
(my father told me to always get three
quotations). They came, they saw
and they quoted $720. Could this

possibly be? I Googled them and
they had no blemishes. All three ser-
vices were quite professional and all
three quoted the same work. They
even pointed out similar issues when
evaluating the job. But one company
quoted almost $1,000 less for the
same job. I went with Tree-Tech.

Not only did they have the lowest
price, their service was remarkable
down to the details of clean up. Dad,
I owe you one.

Burt Goldstein
Westfield

Why am I an Independent/Tea Party
follower and hate the Republican and,
even more so, the Democrat Party?

I pay about $10,000 per year in
property taxes, 65 percent of that
money pays for teachers’ salaries,
their benefits and the school system.
Those taxes pay teachers who have to
pay dues, they have no opt out ability
in New Jersey. Those dues are given
to their Union leaders and when the
union donates money to a political
party, 99 percent of the dues money is
donated to the Democratic Party only.
A teacher who calls themselves an R,
an Independent or a Tea Partier has
no choice of where their dues money
goes; their money dues goes to the
Democratic Party.

 Why can’t teachers say, “Hell no,
I want my dues money to go to the R
or an I candidate or a Tea Party can-
didate?” Aren’t teachers smart enough
to make their own decisions? Why

the heck don’t those teachers com-
plain? So this money-laundering
scheme has my tax dollars going to-
wards the coffers of the Democrats
so they can elect men and women
who believe in a cradle-to-grave-
nanny state. To me it seems like the
Democrats believe in bigger govern-
ment similar to a Socialist-type sys-
tem where the government runs our
lives. I do not like the idea that my
money, through this laundering
scheme, goes to a party I do not trust.
Don’t forget, I don’t trust the R’s
either.

Teachers should have the ability to
not pay dues, and if they must, they
should be ably to direct their dues
money towards a political party of
their choice.

That’s only one reason why I’m a
Tea Party follower.

John Mancini
Westfield

Transporting Unrestrained Animals
Shouldn’t Be Considered Cruelty

The New Jersey Veterinary Medi-
cal Association (NJVMA) recognizes
that distracted driving is a significant
problem that is noticed not only in
the Garden State, but one that is faced
across the country. However, trans-
porting an unrestrained animal should
not be considered a cruelty offense
under the state’s animal cruelty stat-
utes.

According to the official U.S. gov-
ernment website for distracted driv-
ing, some distractions while driving
include: eating and drinking, talking
to passengers, or adjusting a radio.
Should the State of New Jersey fine
citizens as they exit the fast food
drive through; or issue citations to
drivers that are seen changing the
radio station? Of course not, that prac-
tice would be seen as impractical and
avaricious. N.J.S.A 4:22-18 states,
“A person who shall carry, or cause to
be carried, a living animal or creature
in or upon a vehicle or otherwise, in
a cruel or inhumane manner, shall be
guilty of a disorderly persons offense
and punished as provided in subsec-
tion a. of R.S.4:22-17.” The fine of
this penalty can range from $250 to
$1,000 and carry a six-month jail

term for each offense. This would
include, for example, carrying an
animal in the back of an open pick-up
truck, yet it is quite a stretch to equate
driving a dog to the groomer or vet-
erinarian in the back seat of a car as
“cruel.”

The NJVMA acknowledges that
unrestrained pets can be a distraction
to drivers and recommends that when
traveling with a pet, the animal be
transported so as not to be a distrac-
tion to the driver. All pets have indi-
vidualized needs and may include
placing your pet in a traveling crate,
pet seatbelt harness or in the back
seat. Nevertheless, the NJVMA does
not endorse the imputation of cita-
tions under the animal cruelty stat-
ute.

The NJVMA works to assure that
pets stay safe, but would be disheart-
ened to see any animal owner cited
inappropriately for animal cruelty. It
is also important to remember in these
warm summer months, to not leave
pets unattended in a parked car as the
high temperature can be fatal to your
pet.

Anthony DeCarlo
N.J. Veterinary Medical Assoc.

Father’s Day Offers Us Chance
To Salute Special Men In Our Lives

This Sunday, June 17, is Father’s Day. It is the day
we pay tribute to our fathers, grandfathers, husbands
and other men who play such a unique role in the
lives of their families and in the lives of others who
look up to them.

A father’s relationship with his children’s mother,
and his children, can set the tone of family life for
multiple generations. A son sees his dad as a role
model for manhood; for a daughter, he is the first
male in her life. Through his values, character and
conduct, a father can have a profound influence on
his children’s future relationships and parenting style.
In the way he handles his responsibilities, in the
sacrifices he makes for his family, he helps to shape
the kind of adults his children will become.

The concept of a day to honor fathers began more
than a century ago and may have multiple origins.
The first Father’s Day celebration occurred on June
19, 1910 in Spokane, Wash., where it became an
annual tradition. Sonora Smart Dodd (1882-1978),
who lived in Spokane, is primarily credited with its
inception. Her inspiration was her own father, Wil-
liam Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran who raised
six children on his own following the death of his
wife. Just as there was now Mother’s Day, Mrs.
Dodd felt fathers should likewise be recognized for
their dedication to their families. Mrs. Dodd peti-
tioned the Spokane Ministerial Alliance and the
local Young Men’s Christian Association for sup-
port of a day to honor fathers and proposed June 5
– her father’s birthday. While the organizations
both endorsed her idea, the celebration could not be
held until the third Sunday in June.

The custom of a day honoring fathers subse-
quently gained popularity across the nation. For
decades after that inaugural celebration in Spokane,
Mrs. Dodd continued to campaign for official recog-
nition of Father’s Day. She lived to see her labor of
love come to fruition. President Lyndon Johnson, in
1966, signed a presidential proclamation establish-
ing the third Sunday of June as Father’s Day. Presi-
dent Richard Nixon followed this in 1972 by making
Father’s Day a permanent national holiday.

While Mrs. Dodd receives primary credit for the
creation of Father’s Day, the devastating Fairmont
Coal Company Mining Disaster in Monongah, W.
Va. on December 6, 1907 may have been an inspira-
tion as well. Explosions in two mines claimed the
lives of 362 men and boys that day in what remains
the nation’s worst mine disaster. A West Virginia
church held a service on July 5, 1908 to commemo-
rate the lives of these fathers and family men, al-
though it did not become an annual observance.

A man need not have children of his own to
perform that all-important role of “father figure” in
the life of a young person. Stepfathers, foster fathers,
uncles, coaches, scout leaders and clergy, among
others, can have an equally important influence.

Here’s wishing all dads, granddads, surrogate
dads and all other special father figures in our
communities and beyond a happy and healthy Father’s
Day. Let us remember them this Sunday, and on
other days as well, with a visit, phone call, card, gift
or even a simple note, thanking them for all they
have done for us and for their invaluable presence in
our lives.

Cranford Committee Should Adopt
Bylaws by Ordinance ASAP

The 2012 Cranford Township Com-
mittee can do pretty much whatever
it likes, just like the 2011 committee.
And why is that? Neither governing
body approved bylaws, the document
stipulating the rules that are to be
followed by Cranford’s municipal
government.

Cranford’s bylaws are typically
adopted by resolution at the Town-
ship Committee’s re-organization
meeting held on or about January 1st
of each year. The 2010 Cranford
Township Committee was the last to
do so. The omission in 2011 was to
allow the appointment of Daniel
McCarthy as township Attorney, de-
spite his failure to comply with the
“Fair and Open” process stipulated
in the township’s bylaws. As the year
progressed, the impact of failing to
adopt bylaws and the committee’s
preference for operating behind
closed doors were evident.

Article II, Section 3.0(A) of the
bylaws, Public Procurement Practices
for all Offices Governed by the Town-
ship Committee, states: “The Town-
ship Committee is committed to open-
ness, transparency, fairness and the
highest standard of ethical conduct in
its business dealings pertaining to the
purchase of goods and performance
of services for all Township opera-
tions, programs and services that are
offered... All activities shall be gov-
erned by sound procurement prac-
tices and policies, the Local Public
Contracts Law and Administrative
Code, Fair and Open procurement of
goods and services, professional ser-
vices, extraordinary unspecifiable
services, work, public works and
improvements, and concessions and
other statutes and regulations.” Un-
doubtedly, the 2011 Township Com-
mittee failed to meet such a standard
in conducting the township’s affairs.
And efforts to hold to such a standard
may have played a role in the sudden
and unexplained departure of Ms.
Marlena Schmid, prior township ad-
ministrator.

Was the failure by the 2012 com-
mittee to adopt bylaws designed to
avoid the rules applying to the hiring

of professionals? The process out-
lined in Article II certainly was not
followed in the selection and appoint-
ment of the new township adminis-
trator. The discussions to give Mr.
Mason the township administrator
position on a permanent basis began
prior to the end of 2011, and there
was no formal process followed ei-
ther in 2011 or 2012 to fill the profes-
sional opening. It should be noted
that he was serving as chief of police
and acting administrator during the
extensive excavation at the
Birchwood Avenue site.

The 2012 committee followed
lockstep the 2011 committee’s ac-
tions regarding bylaws, policy, and
the appointment of a new administra-
tor. No serious consideration was
given to conducting a true search for
the most qualified candidate. Mr.
Robinson offered at the March 12,
2012, workshop meeting that Mr.
Mason may not have applied had the
type of search required by the bylaws
been conducted. Why should that
matter? Residents are expected to be
satisfied with the Township
Committee’s explanation that the
committee feels “comfortable” with
their choice. Such disdain coming
from the governing body is becom-
ing common place and should be
rejected by Cranford’s residents.

The simplest way to end disruption
regarding the bylaws is to have them
adopted by ordinance. Such a change
would prevent each year’s new gov-
erning body from playing political
games with the bylaws. The bylaws
would be in place permanently and
could only be changed with an
amended ordinance, which requires
a public hearing. Such a change would
help prevent the abuses seen during
the past year and half. The 2012 Town-
ship Committee should adopt the
bylaws by ordinance as soon as pos-
sible and take a long hard look at the
way it is conducting itself.

Mark C. Smith
Cranford

Thank You Westfield
Police Department

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the Westfield Police
Department for their efforts on June
2nd (the day of the WHS Prom) at our
homes controlling traffic. Along with
our neighbors, Barbara and Mark
Mitchell, we hosted two pre-prom
parties on our street, which is a small
cul-de-sac with very little on street
parking. The police department, in
particular Detective Lisa Perotta and
Sergeant Jason McErlean, worked
with us in advance to place “no park-
ing” signs, find alternate parking ar-
eas and on the day of the prom they
were extremely helpful directing traf-
fic and handling all of the vehicular
logistics that permitted us to focus on
the main event – taking prom pic-
tures!

Thank you again for all of your
help and ensuring the safety of all the
WHS prom attendees and their fami-
lies and friends. The events were a
big success and could not have been
achieved so smoothly without your
help.

Pam and Rob Rediker
Barbara and Mark Mitchell

Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dilaniation – A tearing in pieces
2. Hamadryas – Dog-faced ape
3. Hallux – The great toe
4. Thallassic – Of the sea or ocean

TRUTINATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. To weigh or consider
3. To please, charm or delight
4. Repetitious

DEICTIC
1. Pointing out or proving directly
2. Showing patience; calmness
3. Established practice or custom
4. The state of being worldly; mun-

dane
TRUCULENCE

1. Grief, sorrow
2. Deriding or ridiculing behavior
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Savageness of manner; fierceness

DEHORS
1. Abnormal fear of childbirth
2. A given site or location
3. In law, outside of or foreign to
4. Pertaining to the night

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

High School Graduation: Long
Road Ends as New World Emerges
Next week, our high school se-

niors graduate – leaving the realm of
their childhood and emerging to a
whole new and exciting world. Indi-
vidually, they applied considerable
effort, study and talent to achieve
this goal, and we congratulate them.

Parents and teachers were their
partners in these achievements – the
community participated too. Soon
the students will realize they are no
longer high school students – a change that happens
almost overnight.

Most will enter college in a few months. As they
arrange their dormitory quarters, many parents will
gaze in the rooms at their childhood homes – joyful
for the success of their sons and daughters, though
contemplating the silence for a moment.

We congratulate the 2012 graduating classes of

Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood high schools. Enjoy and
remember the moment. Please be
safe in your celebrations.

Growing up is a continuous pro-
cess for people of all ages. Dear
graduates, always stay young as
you continue to mature and reach
out to life. Many circumstances
will surely present themselves.
Grab them as you may. Make your

own paths too – and remem-
ber your roots and your
friends at your hometown.

For us, it’s a wonderful
thing to watch.

Go Raiders!
Go Blue Devils!

State Legislators LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
  Westfield (908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
  Westfield (908)-232-2073
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
  Summit (908)-918-0414

State Legislators LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
  Linden (908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
  Scotch Plains (908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
  Plainfield (908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance
 425 North Avenue E.
 Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733 For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

HI DAD!
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The Westfield Historical Society Announces The 2012 Hall of Fame Inductees
WESTFIELD – The Westfield His-

torical Society’s Hall of Fame Selec-
tion Committee has named 10 indi-
viduals/families for induction into the
Westfield Hall of Fame. The nominees
are recognized and honored for being
accomplished in their fields as well as
having made a significant impact on
the town, state or nation.

Lee Hale, chairman of the Westfield
Historical Society Hall of Fame Com-
mittee, has announced that the fourth
group of honorees will be inducted at
the Echo Lake Country Club in
Westfield on Wednesday, September
19, starting with a 6:30 p.m. cocktail

hour followed by light far at 7:30 p.m.
Mayor Andrew Skibitsky will intro-
duce the event and Jon Bramnick, As-
sembly Republican Leader, will be the
master of ceremonies. Tickets are $50
each and are available by contacting
the Westfield Historical Society at (908)
654-1794 or
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

The 2012 inductees of the Westfield
Historical Society Hall of Fame in-
clude:

1. Sam Downer Jr. (1760-1848) –
Mr. Downer was a developer. He oper-
ated an inn for travelers on the New
York/Philadelphia stagecoach line. His
store was a central market for barter-
ing farm produce. He was an original
investor in the Elizabeth Town/
Somerville Railway and the Bank of
Elizabeth Town. Sam was a Revolu-
tionary War hero at the Battle of Spring-
field.

2. Charles D. Clark (1753- 1821) –
Mr. Clark operated a general store on
the corner of Broad Street and South
Avenue where important townspeople
could discuss local and state politics.
Charles was vice-president of New Jer-
sey in the regime of Governor
Bloomfield. In the late 1700’s, when
the Governor was out of state, he as-
signed the state seal to Clark - making
Westfield the capital of New Jersey.

3. Charles N. Codding (1866-1925)
– Mr. Codding was the first sophisti-
cated leader of Westfield. He gradu-
ated from Yale. He was president of the
Westfield Athletic Club and president
of the Central Jersey Baseball League.
He was a state assemblyman and chair-
man of the Union County Republi-
cans. He played a major role in the
change to “town” government from
“city” Government in 1901.

4. Robert Bauer – Mr. Bauer was
founder/chairman of Electrical Instal-
lations Inc., founder of an Elizabeth
semi-pro football team and once owner
of a 10-horse stable of racers. The
Bauers were major contributors to
Cornell University, Overlook Hospital
and the Broad Street branch of the
Westfield Y.

5. Robert N. Buck (1914-2007) –
Mr. Buck began a flying career in 1929
at age 15. He broke the junior intercon-
tinental air speed record in 1930. He
was TWA’s chief pilot. During WWII
he flew international routes and did
thunderstorm and weather research.
He was awarded the Air Medal by
President Harry Truman and was in-
ducted into the New Jersey Aviation
Hall of Fame.

6. Bill Clotworthy – Mr. Clotworthy
joined NBC as a page. He then spent 20
years in Hollywood where he worked
with Jack Benny, Danny Kaye, George
Bums and Gracie Allen, and Ronald
Reagan. Later he returned to New York
as the censor for the Cosby Show,
Letterman, and Saturday Night Live.

7. Grover Connell – A Columbia
University graduate, Mr. Connell spent
two years on a destroyer in World War
II. Postwar he joined the family firm –
Connell Rice and Sugar. The firm grew
to be largest rice exporter in the world.
In 1975 the company expanded into
financial services and leasing and be-
came one of the world’s largest com-
panies.

8. Gerry Glasser – Mr. Glasser is an
internationally recognized expert on
sampling and data analysis. He was
founder and chief executive officer of
Statistical Research, which grew to be
a major market research firm with 200
employees. He has been a major phi-
lanthropist through the Westfield Foun-
dation, Overlook Medical Center, the
Reeve History and Cultural Center and
the Thomas Glasser Foundation.

9. The McGinley Family – They are
a football and business dynasty. Ed
McGinley, 2nd, was an All-American
at Penn and played for the NY Giants.
Ed McGinley, 3rd, was an All-County
tackle on the undefeated 1945 Westfield
High School team. Rick McGinley was
an All-State running back at WHS,
scoring 46 touchdowns (still a school
record). Gerry McGinley was an All-
State end at WHS, and an All-Ameri-
can center at Penn State. All four
McGinley’s had significant business
careers.

10. Robert L. Rooke (1891 – 1994)
– Mr. Rooke was a compatriot of
Charles Merrill in Merrill, Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner and Beane in 1919. He
was credited with exiting the market
before the “crash.” The firm grew to be
one of the top financial institutions in
the world. He donated the Rooke Pool
to the Westfield Y in 1928 and the
Rooke Chapel and a chemistry build-
ing at Bucknell University.

The 2012 inductees join a presti-
gious list of current Hall of Fame mem-
bers including: Charles Addams,
Charles Apgar, Dr. Virginia Apgar,
Charles P. Bailey, Garland C. (Bud)
Boothe, Emma Bridges, Robert
Clotworthy, The Devlins (Harry and
Wende), Edward Ellsberg, The
Fairbairn Family, Robert Hoffman,
Sigismund Ivanowski, Gary Kehler,
The Pearsalls, Dr. Charles Philhower,
William Reeve, Anne Revere, H.
Emerson Thomas, Jeff Torborg,
Charles Wallace, and The Welch Fam-
ily.

The 2012 Hall of Fame Committee
members included: Mr. Hale, Wally
Brown, Sherry Cronin, Rich Elbert,
Bill Foley, Jane Francz, Michael La
Place, Roger Love, Don Mokauer, Vir-
ginia Rorden, Lowell Shantz, and Ed
Wittke, Jr.

For more information on the
Westfield Historical Society or to be-
come a member, call (908) 654-1794
or e-mail the society at
info@westfieldhistoricalsociety.org.

Precautions Are Urged for Summer-Related Health Issues
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Board of Health met on June 4 and
discussed its concerns about summer-
related health issues. Residents must
keep garbage in tightly-sealed cov-
ered containers to minimize harmful
rodents, which are more active during
the summer. Foodborne illnesses may
increase due to the warm weather, so
people should wash hands and sur-
faces often, separate foods and not
cross-contaminate, cook to proper
temperatures and refrigerate food
promptly.

Grills, fire pits and outdoor stoves
should be used properly to prevent
harmful fires and smoke exposure. To
prevent poison ivy, residents should
wear protective clothing as needed. To
prevent tick-borne diseases, like Lyme
disease, residents should also use deet-
containing pesticides as needed. We
expect an increase in mosquitoes this
year, so breeding grounds, such as
stagnant water, should be eliminated.

The board approved two resolutions.
One recommended that the town’s
public parks and recreational facili-
ties be designated 100 percent smoke-
free and the other supported the cur-

rent state approach to hepatitis B vac-
cinations.

During the past month, 21 retail
food establishments, 22 SpringFling
food vendors, eight street fair vendors
and three other vendors were inspected
and all were satisfactory. Four public
pools were also inspected and all
passed. Any resident who has ques-
tions or concerns regarding these or
other environmental health issues can
call the Principal Registered Environ-
mental Health Specialist, Ken Pincus,
at (908) 789-4070, extension 4072.

Unlicensed dogs and cats continue
to be a concern. Five dog and cat bites
occurred recently. One dog was
euthanized and one cat died. Four resi-
dents pled guilty to failure to obtain
2012 dog licenses and paid a total of
$881 in fines and court fees. Residents
must license all cats and dogs through
the town clerk and get them vacci-
nated against rabies, due to the pres-
ence of rabies in the county.

The Westfield Regional Health De-
partment has expanded the services
available at its child health clinic, and
NJ Family Care representatives will
be present to assist families. For more

information, please call the Public
Health Nursing Supervisor, Laura
Scanlon, at (908) 789-4070, exten-
sion 4074.

In addition, the health department
is sponsoring health screenings with
Overlook Medical Center in the mu-
nicipal building. Bone density screen-
ing will be on Thursday, June 14, from
10 a.m. to noon. and there is a $10
charge. A free stroke risk assessment
screening will be on Tuesday, June 19,
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. The stroke
screening includes tests for blood pres-
sure and blood lipids (fats) and sugar
and individualized counseling. For
more information about these pro-
grams and to register, please call the
Overlook Community Health Depart-
ment at 1-800-247-9580.

Information about all of the health
department’s activities is available on
its website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. The complete minutes of the
June 4 meeting will be posted after
review and approval at our Monday,
August 6. meeting, which starts at
5:30 p.m. in the municipal building.

Lawrence D. Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Bill Clotworthy Charles N. Codding Charles D. Clark

Robert Bauer The McGinley Family Robert L. Rooke

Robert N. Buck

Sam Downer Jr.

Gerry Glasser
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POLICE BLOTTER

READY TO ROLL…Union County Freeholder Chairman Alexander Mirabella,
center, speaks with Mountainside Mayor Paul Mirabelli, right, and Christopher
Minks about the upcoming Mountainside Car and Motorcycle Show. This
Father’s Day event will take place on Sunday, June 17, on Mountain Avenue from
noon to 6 p.m. and will feature a live performance by the band The Nerds. For
more information, interested persons may e-mail cminks@mac.com.

– Obituaries –
Carla F. Impalli, 30, Teacher Whose
Spirit and Courage Touched Many

“Cancer decided to screw with the
wrong chick.” That was how Carla
Francesca Impalli began the journal
that chronicled her four-
year battle against stage
4 breast cancer. She was
just 26. Her battle ended
Saturday, June 2, 2012,
at the age of 30.

Although cancer domi-
nated her life for the past
four years, there was so
much more to Carla. For
the past nine years, she
devoted her life to chil-
dren as a pre-school/spe-
cial education educator.
She touched the hearts
and minds of many young
lives at Valley View Elementary School
in Lebanon Township, N.J.

Carla was life, laughter and com-
passion to her family, students and
the many friends who supported her
through her journey. She documented
her life with cancer in an online blog
that drew fans from across the coun-
try and that allowed Carla to share
her journey of living defiantly de-
spite adversity.

Carla was embraced, at the end, by

her parents, Nick and Cathy Impalli;
her sister, Marisa Joshi, and her
brother-in-law, Sameer Joshi. She also

was beloved by her
grandmother, Yolanda
Scollan; her aunts, Annie
Cacciatore, Mary Jo
Impalli and Elizabeth
Scollan; her uncles, TJ
Scollan, Robert Scollan
and Dick Cacciatore; sev-
eral cousins; dozens of
loving friends and her
adoring godchildren.

Despite the forces of
terminal illness that rob a
person of choice, Carla
exited this life on her
terms. She was not done

“screwing with cancer.” In lieu of flow-
ers, Carla’s family asks that you con-
sider a donation to
www.overlookfoundation.org or
www.youngsurvival.org.

Private arrangements were by the
Memorial Funeral Home in Fanwood.
For additional service information or
to sign the guestbook, visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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VFW Auxiliary to Meet;
Recaps Service Activities

GARWOOD – The next meeting of
Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders Memorial
Post No. 6807 Ladies Auxiliary Veter-
ans of Foreign Wars (VFW) will be
held on Tuesday, June 19, at 1 p.m.

President Catherine Madera has
advised that the meeting will take
place at 205 Willow Avenue in
Garwood, where all members will be
welcomed and committee reports
accepted. This year, Ladies Auxil-
iary VFW Post No. 6807 is celebrat-
ing its 66th year of service. Its charter
was granted on June 30, 1946.

Through the efforts of its officers,
chairmen and members, the Auxil-
iary had a successful year participat-
ing in programs for service mem-
bers, veterans and the community.
Officers elected, appointed and in-
stalled by Auxiliary Past President
Kathy Dorkoski are: President and
Secretary, Catherine M. Madera;
Treasurer, Kathleen Dorkoski; Se-
nior Vice-President, Alice (Vi) Hirsch;
Junior Vice-President, Lois
Hasselman; Chaplain, Lena
Cummings; Conductress and Guard,
Madeline Pevarnik; Patriotic Instruc-
tor and Soloist, Susan Leonard; Trust-
ees – Three years, Anne Leonard;
two years, Lottie Sworen, and one
year, Dolores Cielinski. Appointed
chairmen are Hospital – Gloria
Gilrain; Publicity – Eileen Fluhr;
Cancer and Legislative – Kathy
Dorkoski; VFW National Home for
Children – Lottie Sworen; Veterans
and Veterans Families – Lena
Cummings, and Americanism and
Youth – Catherine Madera.

Eric Sinnicke won the Sixth-Grade
Essay Contest. He read his essay at
the Garwood Memorial Service on
May 28 at the Knights of Columbus.

Eric received a check from the La-
dies Auxiliary VFW Post No. 6807.

During the Spring Conference,
President Catherine Madera accepted
a Citation for the Auxiliary from
National for having made a Health
and Happiness Donation to the VFW
National Home for Children.

On May 9, Mrs. Madera, Kathy
Dorkoski, Susan and Anne Leonard
attended the Luncheon for Runnells
Volunteers, at which the Auxiliary
received a Citation. Auxiliary mem-
ber and Past President Amy Mc Hugh
was recognized for her 17,000 vol-
unteer hours at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

Members are reminded to continue
to save Campbell Soup labels and
Box Tops for Education to support
the schools.

Holistic Moms Meeting
On Tap For Tuesday
GARWOOD – Two La Leche

League of Union leaders will present
“Compassionately Communicating
the Language of Love to Our Chil-
dren” at the Tuesday, June 19 meeting
of the Holistic Moms Network. The
meeting will begin at 7:30 p.m. at St.
Paul’s United Church of Christ, lo-
cated at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

The session will concentrate on
discovering effective tools to consis-
tently and compassionately convey
messages of love to children in a fast-
paced society. The presentation will
highlight how parents can communi-
cate effectively to children of all ages
through modeling, by what they say,
by what they do not say, what they
do, what they give, and communica-
tion blockers to avoid.

Carla F. Impalli

Evelyn Jean Stephens, 93, Secretary;
Was Active at Fanwood Presbyterian
Jean Williamson Stephens, 93,

passed away on Sunday, June 10,
2012, at Seabrook Village in Tinton
Falls.

Born in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
she lived in Fanwood for
47 years before moving to
Tinton Falls five years ago.

Mrs. Stephens previ-
ously worked as a secre-
tary with Powers Regula-
tor Company, formerly of
Springfield. She was a 52-
year member of the
Fanwood Presbyterian
Church, where she served on the
Session. She enjoyed working with
the church thrift shop and volun-
teering with various charities
throughout Fanwood.

She also was a 25-year member
of the Fanwood-Scotch Plains
YMCA and was a member of the
Fanwood Women’s Club.

Her husband, Frank Stephens,
predeceased her.

Surviving are her children,

Cynthia Moorhead (and her hus-
band, James) and Will Stephens
(and his wife, Ellen); her brother,
John Crawford Williamson, Jr.; her

sister,  Fanny Rae
Dahlinger; five grandchil-
dren, Amanda Eyde, Amy
Ellis, Evan Moorhead,
Stefan Moorhead and
Olivia Moorhead, as well
as her four great-grand-
children, Sophie, Jake,
Chase and Charlie.

A memorial service will
be held today, Thursday,

June 14, at 2 p.m. at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church.

In lieu of flowers, memorial do-
nations in her name may be sent to
the Fanwood Presbyterian Church,
74 South Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

For additional information or to
express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Library Fiction Book Club
To Discuss ‘Night Circus’

WESTFIELD – The Fiction
Book Club will meet on Wednes-
day, June 27, at 7 p.m. at the
Westfield Memorial Library to dis-
cuss “The Night Circus” by Erin
Morgenstern. The library is located
at 550 East Broad Street.

Debut author Morgenstern has
crafted a tale of greed, fate and love
set in a turn-of-the-20th-century cir-
cus. Celia is a five-year-old with
untrained psychokinetic powers
when she unceremoniously is
dumped on her unsuspecting fa-
ther, “Prospero the Entertainer.”
Prospero hatches a sinister scheme
for Celia: pit her against a rival’s
young magician in an epic battle of
magic that will, by design, result in
the death of one of the players,
although neither Celia nor her ad-
versary, Marco, is informed of the
inevitable outcome. No one counts
on the possibility that Celia and
Marco will eventually fall in love.

For a copy of the book, call Jen
Schulze at (908) 789-4090, exten-

sion no.  7951,  or  e-mail
jschulze@wmlnj.org.

The Book Club is free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union
Reciprocal Agreement Libraries.
For participating libraries, visit the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library will be closed
on Sunday until September 23.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Edwin Lehecka, 84, Corporate Treasurer;
Active With Church and Stamp Club

Edwin William Lehecka, 84, a 50-
year resident of Westfield, died on
Monday, June 11, at Somerset Medi-
cal Center in Somerville, N.J.

Born in New York City, he was a
graduate of Pace University, having
retired from the Benjamin Moore
Company, Montvale, N.J., where he
was a corporate treasurer.

Mr. Lehecka was a veteran of the
U.S. Army, having served in both
World War II and the Korean War.

He had been a resident of the Arbor
Glen Retirement Community in
Bridgewater since 2008.

Mr. Lehecka was a past member of
the First United Methodist Church in
Westfield and currently had been ac-
tive in the First Baptist Church of
Westfield. He was a member of the
Westfield Stamp Club, and enjoyed
oil painting, as well as studying ge-
nealogy and U.S. Civil War history.

Edwin was the beloved husband of
the late Evelyn Buell Lehecka. He is
survived by his daughter, Elaine
Lehecka Pratt, and her husband,
Dean, of Fanwood; two grandsons,
Eric Pratt and Neil Pratt, both of
Massachusetts, and his longtime

friend, Ann Rumery.
Relatives and friends are invited to

the visitation from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9
p.m. today, Thursday, June 14, at the
Gray Funeral Home, 318 East Broad
Street in Westfield. Private burial will
be at Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

A Service of Remembrance will be
at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 17, 2012, at
the First Baptist Church, 170 Elm
Street in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to the First
Baptist Church of Westfield Memo-
rial Fund.
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Author Shipley to Discuss
‘Case of Unknown Woman’
WESTFIELD – Author F.

Alexander Shipley will discuss his
book “The Case of the Unknown
Woman” on Wednesday, June 20,
at 7 p.m. at the Westfield Memo-
rial Library, located at 550 East
Broad Street.

On March 26, 1887, a young
woman was found murdered in a
field in Rahway, N.J. Mr. Shipley’s
book reveals a detailed account of
a case that shook this local com-
munity and was regarded as one of
the most intriguing murder cases
of the 19th century.

Efforts by private detectives, po-
lice and authorities at the local, county
and state level ended without success
– the murderer was never caught, and
the victim never identified.

Mr. Shipley’s interest in this case
began when he was just 10 years
old and continued as he researched
other books about Rahway as an
adult. He has been with the Mer-
chants and Drovers Tavern Mu-
seum since 1973 and took over as
director of Museum Operations in
April 2008. He has served as presi-
dent, vice-president and trustee in
a span of nearly 40 years.

A lifelong resident of Rahway,
Mr. Shipley earned his Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from

Montclair University and a Mas-
ters in Humanities from Kean Uni-
versity. He taught English at Lin-
den and Rahway High Schools,
was appointed city historian by the
mayor of Rahway and was hired as
research consultant for the Rahway
Public Library.

This program will be free and
open to Westfield Memorial Li-
brary and MURAL cardholholders.
MURAL cardholders belong to li-
braries that  are part  of  the
Middlesex Union Reciprocal
Agreement Libraries. For partici-
pating l ibraries,  check the
Westfield Memorial  Library
website, wmlnj.org. To register for
the program, visit wmlnj.org and
click on the Online Calendar, or
call (908) 789-4090, extension 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and
Saturday. The library will be closed
on Sundays until September 23.

For more information on library
programs and services, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter,
“Library Loop,” or stop by the li-
brary for a copy of its award-win-
ning quarterly newsletter, “Take
Note.”

Westfield
Friday, May 18, Murray Perch, 61,

of Westfield was arrested and charged
with theft after a police officer ob-
served Perch allegedly remove money
from a pay station machine at the
Westfield train station. Because the
theft involved less than $200, it was
considered a disorderly persons of-
fense, police said. Perch was released
with a June 8 court date.

Wednesday, June 6, William Lopez,
27, of Garwood was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop at North Avenue
and Clark Street on an active
Plainfield warrant. He posted $191
bail and was released.

Wednesday, June 6, Shawn
Hendricks, 45, of Elizabeth was ar-
rested in Westfield Municipal Court
on warrants from Scotch Plains and
Mountainside, with bail amounts of
$1,000 and $948, respectively.
Hendricks was unable to post bail
and was turned over to the Scotch
Plains Police Department.

Wednesday, June 6, a resident of
the 1000 block of Irving Avenue re-
ported an incident of criminal mis-
chief in which someone unknown
damaged a garage door window by
throwing a rock through it.

Wednesday, June 6, jewelry worth
approximately $21,800 was reported
stolen from a residence on the 100
block of Sunset Avenue, according to
police.

Thursday, June 7, Janice Oviedo,
24, of Elizabeth was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on Bradson Court
on an outstanding Roselle warrant.
Further investigation revealed her to
be in possession of a controlled dan-
gerous substance/less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana, along with
drug paraphernalia, according to po-
lice. Oviedo was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
posted the $250 bail that had been set
on the drug charges. She was re-
leased on her own recognizance on
the warrant.

Thursday, June 7, Edwin Simmons,
22, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with burglary and theft in-
volving a residence on the 600 block
of Radley Road. He was being held
on $5,000 bail at the Union County
jail in Elizabeth.

Police Chief David Wayman said a
neighbor saw Simmons running
through yards of homes and con-
tacted police. The chief said Simmons
was exiting the scene in a van when
police stopped him. Police found
$7,000 worth of jewelry, cameras and
camera components in the van.

Friday, June 8, Edwin J. Reid, 35,
of Scotch Plains was arrested during
a motor vehicle stop on East Broad
Street near Woodland Avenue on an
outstanding Westfield warrant. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released after
posting $500 bail.

Friday, June 8, Jennifer Moyd, 26,
of Plainfield was arrested on an ac-
tive Westfield criminal warrant pur-
suant to a prisoner pickup at the
Somerset County jail. She was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and held in lieu of $324 bail.

Friday, June 8, a Fanwood resident
reported being the victim of a theft
while on Linden Avenue in Westfield.
The theft, involving a cell phone,
occurred at the victim’s place of em-
ployment.

Friday, June 8, a Sony car stereo
was reported stolen from a motor
vehicle on the 800 block of Carleton
Road.

Friday, June 8, a Trinity Place resi-
dent reported being the victim of a
theft. According to the victim, some-
one unknown stole $1,200 in cash
from the victim while at a location on
Central Avenue.

Friday, June 8, a resident of the 600
block of Maye Street reported being
the victim of a theft. Someone un-
known gained entry to the victim’s
motor vehicle and stole a laptop, val-
ued at $800.

Friday, June 8, Emily Gretsky, 18,
of Westfield was arrested after turn-
ing herself in at police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield warrant
for $114. She was processed and re-
leased after posting bail.

Saturday, June 9, Steven Jones, 41,
of Edison was arrested after turning
himself in at police headquarters on
an outstanding Westfield warrant for
$114. He was processed and released
after posting bail.

Saturday, June 9, Cassandra
Depina, 21, of Roselle was arrested
after turning herself in at police head-
quarters on an outstanding Westfield

warrant. She was processed and re-
leased after posting $114 bail.

Saturday, June 9, Leena Das, 43, of
Westfield was arrested after turning
herself in at police headquarters on
an outstanding Rahway warrant. She
was processed and released after post-
ing $50 bail.

Saturday, June 9, Jennifer
Whitaker, 45, of Piscataway was ar-
rested and charged with driving while
intoxicated (DWI) pursuant to an in-
vestigation at Central Avenue and
Raritan Road. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released on her own recognizance to
a responsible adult.

Sunday, June 10, a business lo-
cated on the 100 block of Central
Avenue reported a theft in which
someone removed items, valued at
$300, from the store without paying.

Monday, June 11, Deborah
Exantus, 34, of East Orange was ar-
rested during a motor vehicle stop on
the 800 block of Central Avenue on a
Berkeley Heights warrant for $89.
She was released on her own recog-
nizance.

Scotch Plains
Monday, June 4, a resident of Cly-

desdale Road reported that she had
received a call from a loan company
stating that someone tried to obtain a
loan using her information.

Monday, June 4, a resident of South
Avenue reported that someone tried
to have several thousand dollars from
his bank account wired to another
account not belonging to him.

Wednesday, June 6, a resident of
Rahway Road reported that some-
time overnight someone entered his
unlocked motor vehicle, which was
parked in his driveway, and removed
multiple pieces of electronics equip-
ment. The theft was valued at ap-
proximately $500.

Wednesday, June 6, a resident of
Lake Park Terrace reported that a
friend had asked her on a date and she
said no, but that he keeps calling her
and driving by her house.

Friday, June 8, Marcus Crawford,
24, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Terrill
Road on an outstanding $500 war-
rant issued by the Scotch Plains Court.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released.

Friday, June 8, John Fischetti, 44,
of North Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) after an officer re-
sponded to a call concerning a car
striking a telephone pole on Stout
Avenue. After failing multiple field
sobriety tests at the scene, Fischetti
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Saturday, June 9, a resident of
Watchung Terrace reported that she
has been trying to sell her home and
that during a return visit to the resi-
dence she noticed jewelry, valued
at approximately $2,500, was miss-
ing.

Saturday, June 9, Luke Hammond,
23, of Westfield was arrested and
charged with DWI following a motor
vehicle stop on Front Street. After
failing multiple field sobriety tests,
Hammond was transported to police
headquarters, processed and released.

Sunday, June 10, a resident of Con-
cord Road reported that he had a
hand truck, valued at approximately
$60, at the end of his driveway and
that when he went outside it was
missing.

Sunday, June 10, Frederick Bryant,
56, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Park Avenue
on an outstanding $3,269 warrant
issued by the Scotch Plains Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.

Sunday, June 10, Adekaya Brown,
30, of Union was arrested and charged
with possession of suspected mari-
juana after a motor vehicle stop on
Route 22. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Mountainside
Tuesday, June 5, a resident of Sunny

View Road reported that someone
damaged the front bumper and hood
of her 2007 black BMW, causing
scratches and dents.

Sunday, June 10, an employee of a
Route 22 restaurant reported that
someone removed her purse from the
hostess station. According to police,
the purse is described as an orange
Aldo brand handbag containing two
pairs of Ray-Ban sunglasses, a pass-
port, credit cards, a pink Guess wal-
let, yellow Aldo sandals, IDs and her
house and car keys.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Bumble Bee Bazaar
Is Set For June 23

AREA – The Bumble Bee Bazaar
will return to the Church of the As-
sumption on Saturday, June 23, from
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. An event featuring
assorted craft vendors, it will take
place in the church parking lot, lo-
cated at 113 Chiego Place in Roselle
Park. The Women of Assumption
Ministry sponsor this annual event.
For more information, contact Diane
Burgos at (201) 522-8022 or via e-
mail at nany122@msn.com.

Courtesy of Janet Smith
PRE-PROM...Westfield High School's Prom took place Saturday June 2 at the
Pines Manor in Edison. A pre-prom party is held at the  home of Trish and CP
Kalis. Pictured are:  Brendan Oster, Charlotte Milford, Will Beckett, Kelly Kalis,
Brennan Haley, Ellie Reinhardt, Emily Smith, Adam Fraites, Loren Ball, Kevin
Oster, Katie Yamano and Connor Moore.
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Joanne and Leo Bergin With Their Grandchildren

Joanne and Leo Bergin
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Joanne and Leo Bergin, formerly of

Westfield and current residents of
Fleming Island, Fla., celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary with a week-
end family gathering in Fernandina
Beach, Fla. They were married May 5,
1962 in Maplewood, N.J.

Mrs. Bergin is the former Joanne
Lesniak. Their children are Patrick
Bergin of Westfield, N.J., Scott Bergin
of Orlando, Fla., Kyle Bergin and
Jennifer Connell, both of Fleming
Island, Fla. The Bergins also have
eight grandchildren.

Families Share Their Stories
During Imagine Breakfast

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Imagine more
than 450 caring members of a com-
munity coming together to support
vulnerable children, young adults
and their families as they struggle
with grief and loss.

This was just what occurred last
Thursday morning as Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss held
its inaugural Imagine A World
Breakfast at L’Affaire Fine Cater-
ing in Mountainside.

Members of the local political,
education and business sectors were
among those on hand at the event,
along with families who had expe-
rienced loss and had found strength,
empathy and the resources to heal.

Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss is a free, year-round peer
grief support program for children,
ages 3 to 18, who have lost a parent
or sibling. Concurrent groups for
parents or guardians also are avail-
able, as well as groups for young
adults. Imagine serves residents of
Union County and surrounding
communities.

Imagine trained its first class of
volunteer facilitators in March and
opened its doors May 7. Sessions
currently are held every other Mon-
day evening at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

The event opened with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School stu-
dent Julia Mendes’ inspiring rendi-
tion of the song “Lean on Me.” A
short time later, Rabbi Douglas
Sagal of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield gave the invocation. In
his poignant welcoming remarks,
Imagine Board of Trustees Chair-
man Keith Hertell recalled the dev-
astating loss of his son, Keith Hertell
II, age 25, in an automobile acci-
dent 15 years ago in Florida. “Life
as I knew it would change forever,”
said Mr. Hertell, describing his
family’s wrenching struggle to cope
with the tragedy.

Mr. Hertell said that when Imag-
ine founder and Executive Director
Mary Robinson initially contacted
him last summer regarding the con-
cept for Imagine, he was not sure he
“could travel down that road again”
because of the painful memories
that would inevitably resurface.
However, he ultimately opted to
“jump in with both feet” upon real-
izing such a program could help
families facing the kind of loss he
and his own family had experienced.

Ms. Robinson described the long-
range effects grief and loss can have
upon young people and an entire
family, having lost her father at age
14. She said that in addition to sup-
porting those who are grieving,
Imagine seeks “to foster resiliency
and emotional well-being, creating
a safe place for healing to take place.”

She stated that unresolved grief
can lead to poor performance in
school, withdrawal from activities
and friends, and indulging in risky
behavior. Ms. Robinson noted that
she expressed her own grief in such
ways following her father’s death
and that her brother eventually
dropped out of school. “Children
who are grieving are children at
risk,” she said.

Dr. Gerald Glasser provided
startup funding for Imagine through
the philanthropic Thomas Glasser
Foundation, which he established
in memory of his son, Thomas
Glasser, who died in the attacks of
September 11, 2001.

Attendees at the breakfast also
heard from others whose lives had
been touched by grief and loss.
Regina Walsweer, whose husband,
Jonathan, died five years ago in a
scuba-diving accident, shared her
story and told how being part of
another support group had benefited
her and her two young sons. Mrs.
Walsweer introduced a group of
youngsters from the community for
the “Opening Circle,” during which
the young people each gave their
name and the age they were when
they lost a parent.

In another moving testimonial,
Imagine volunteer facilitator Tess

Breza, accompanied by two of her
children, recalled the impact of the
passing of her husband, Todd, five
years ago within weeks of a cancer
diagnosis. She said that her family
had tried to resume a normal rou-
tine of school and activities – with-
out fully dealing with the loss.

Her son, Nick, who was 15 at the
time of his father’s death, also
spoke. With no experience dealing
with the enormity of his grief, he
told how he withdrew socially, ex-
plaining that his peers could not
relate to what he was going through.
He eventually felt the only way to
find relief was through self-destruc-
tive behavior. With his mother’s
help, Nick said he was able to re-
verse this downward spiral, and to-
day he is a volunteer intern with
Imagine.

David Burns, treasurer of the
Imagine Board of Trustees, ad-
dressed the gathering as well. A
survivor of the 9/11 attacks on the
World Trade Center, Mr. Burns said
he personally witnessed the tremen-
dous impact of grief during mul-
tiple memorial services he attended
in the aftermath of that day.

Besides the speakers, the pro-
gram  featured a video in which
parents and young people spoke of
their journeys through loss and the
grieving process.

In addition to supporting the
organization’s mission, the break-
fast served as a fundraiser to enable
Imagine to help an even greater
number of families. Corporate spon-
sors covered the entire cost of the
event, but attendees were invited to
pledge donations. According to Ms.
Robinson, Imagine currently serves
20 families, and she expects that
number to triple within a year. The
organization plans to offer a second
evening of sessions on alternate
Mondays in the fall.

Further goals are for Imagine to
eventually establish a center of its
own; to train bilingual volunteers
to serve Spanish-speaking parents,
and to create a support group for
families coping with the chronic or
terminal illness of a loved one.

Anyone seeking to join an Imag-
ine support group may e-mail
support@imaginenj.org; those in-
terested in becoming a volunteer
can e-mail
volunteer@imaginenj.org. Indi-
viduals also may call (908) 264-
3100 for either a support group or
to volunteer.

(908) 233-6030

Located at:

New Hours!

Caring for your dogs, cats, birds, & exotics

Full Service Medical, Surgical, & Dental Facility

House calls & Boarding Available

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Call for an Appointment Today! 

FREE Exam for New Patients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

During your visit our veterinarians will check weight, listen to heart and lungs, & assess eyes, ears, mouth, skin, teeth, coat.

Please take this opportunity to discuss diet, behavior, exercise patterns, a vaccination schedule, flea-tick-heartworm preventatives.

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Westfield, NJ 07090

Anthony Loomis, DVM
Scott Linick, DVM, FAVD
Kathleen Neumann, DVM
Ronald Swist, DVM

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Since 1963

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

Westfield
Animal
Hospital

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

FLAMENCO

& TANGO!
From Barcelona to Buenos Aires

A Music & Dance Extravaganza!

Presented by:

with:

Friday June 15th, 2012
6PM to 8:30PM
RWJ RAHWAY Fitness & Wellness Center
2120 Lamberts Mill Road
Scotch Plains, NJ
908-232-6100
Enjoy An Authentic Spanish Flamenco Tablao Performance with Acclaimed 
Flamenco Singer DAVID CASTELLANO & members of FLAMENCO Sí & 
An Interactive Argentine Tango Demonstration & Beginner Lesson with 
Tango Dancers CAROLINA JAURENA & ANDRES BRAVO

Event ticket: $20 per person/$35 per couple
Checks made payable to TEATRO SI
Registration is at the front desk

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

TROOPER OF THE YEAR…Thirteen-year-old Courtney Maier, a resident of
Mountainside, was awarded the “Trooper of the Year” trophy and medal for
accumulating the most points during the 2011 Troop season at Watchung
Stable in Mountainside. Courtney, who has been riding for four years, received
her trophy from Stable Manager Rachel Bechtold during Watchung Stable’s
79th Annual Spring Troop Horse Show over the Memorial Day weekend.
Watchung Stable is a facility of the Union County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal. It is administered by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. For more information regarding equestrian programs, interested
persons may call Watchung Stable at (908) 789-3665 or e-mail questions to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Summer Activities For All

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer a full
slate of Summer Reading programs and
activities for teens, children and adults.
Day and evening events, structured
around nighttime themes, will include
music, art, chess, special guests, parties,
and the chance to read and win prizes all
summer. Registration for children and
teens will begin at 9 a.m. on Monday,
June 18, and is limited to Scotch Plains
and Fanwood cardholders. Registration
for adults is ongoing.

Children through grade 5 in the
“Dream Big, Read!” program will set
reading goals, record the time they
spend reading and will receive prizes
when they check in at the library to log
their time. Special events will include
a magic show, animal visits and fam-
ily dance party, in addition to story
times, crafts and a sing-along. Regis-
tration is in person at the library.

Teens will “Own the Night” at the
library this summer. After registering
through the library website or in per-
son, starting June 18, participants en-
tering grades 6 to 12 are invited to start
the summer reading season at a black
light party on Thursday, June 28. They
will wrap up the season with a choco-
late night teen finale on Monday, Au-

gust 13. In between, there will be
thrills and chills at Murder Mystery
Night, and when ghost hunters and
astronomers visit. Registrants can sign
up for middle-school chess workshops
and chances to work with professional
artists, as well as a reading club and
crafts projects. They will set reading
goals and win prizes for their reading
and the book reviews they write.

Adults can launch their summer
library season with Alfred Hitchcock
Week. Filmmaker Chris Messineo
will speak at 7 p.m. on Monday, June
25, and the library will show
Hitchcock films over the following
two weeks. Art workshops and art-
ists’ receptions, stress relief and
aromatherapy sessions, a book club
and a “Grow Your Own Gourmet
Mushrooms” workshop are just some
of the events planned. Adults can
register by going to the events tab at
the library’s website, scotlib.org, or
by visiting or calling the library.

For summer reading calendars and
more, visit scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007. Summer Reading at the
library is funded through the gener-
osity of the Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced the return of its tradition of
outdoor summer theater, geared to
audiences of all ages.

The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey’s Next Stage Ensemble will
perform William Shakespeare’s The
Winter’s Tale and Pierre-Augustin
Caron de Beaumarchais’ The Mar-
riage of Figaro. Both performances
will be held on Friday evenings in the
parking lot in front of the
Mountainside Public Library.

The Winter’s Tale will be performed
on June 29 at 7 p.m. First published in
1623, this play has it all: tragedy,
high drama, comedy and romance.
Questions of loyalty, faithfulness and
jealousy swirl, tearing relationships
apart. But how will it all resolve in the
end? Will truth prevail over doubt?
Will families and friends reunite?
Members of the public are invited to
come and find out.

The Marriage of Figaro will be
performed on August 10, also at 7
p.m. Originally written in 1778, it is
the second installment of the “Figaro
Trilogy” (and was adapted into an
opera by Mozart in 1786). In this
comedy, the Count is unhappy in his

marriage and feels an affair with
Figaro’s fiancée might improve his
outlook. Figaro, of course, will have
none of it, and the play unfolds from
there. This work is, in some ways, a
satire of aristocratic privilege and
even a foreshadowing of the French
Revolution.

Both of these performances will be
made possible through the support of
the Friends of the Mountainside Li-
brary. Admission will be free. At-
tendees are asked to bring a lawn
chair or blanket for seating. Registra-
tion is not required, but attendees are
advised to come early for best seating
location. Attendees may bring a cooler
for refreshments. The library parking
lot will be open until 6:50 p.m.

Each performance will run about an
hour and there will be time after both
shows for audience questions and an-
swers. In the event of inclement weather
(rain or excessive heat), the plays will
be performed in the Community Room
at Mountainside Borough Hall, located
at 1385 Route 22, East.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza. For
more information, call the library at
(908) 233-0115 or visit
mountainsidelibrary.org.

Summer Theater to Return
To Mountainside Library

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

‘Y’ Announces Summer Session
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Area “Y” Summer Session will run
from June 17 to August 25. Regis-
tration is going on now. Members
can register online. Summer mem-
bership specials are available.

New programs include “Diabetes
Exercise and Nutrition Program” and
“Ready, Set…Walk!” among others.

The “Y” is offering a Summer
College Special for students home
for the summer. Special pricing is

available for one, two and three
months.

To learn more about “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.
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June 14 Flag Day

End of an Era! – Farewell Jack Martin – WHS Cross-Country, Winter & Spring Track

David B. Corbin (May 8, 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JACK MARTIN THE UNSESPECTING VICTIM…Threats of rain hovered over Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield all afternoon on May 3, 2008 but the real soaking occurred over the back of Westfield High School Head Coach Jack Martin after
the Blue Devils captured their first Union County Relay championship since 1983. The photo on the left shows the culprits. The photo on the right shows the after effect with Martin wringing out his cap.

‘PERFORMANCE MORE IMPORTANT THAN POINTS’

Coach Jack Martin Retires;
A True ‘Man for All Seasons’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What you see is what you get!
Unfortunately for the cross-country
(XC) and track community, especially
Westfield’s, you will not be seeing
much of coach Jack Martin after this
season.

Martin was born in Queens, NY.
He attended St. Mary’s High School
in Manhassett and ran on Penn Re-
lays Champ of America Two Mile
relay. He also ran at Seton Hall Uni-
versity. His wife’s name is Ginny and
they have two sons, Sean and Patrick.

“I grew up in Franklin Square on
Long Island. Ed Tranchina and
George Kapner lived a couple of miles
away,” Martin pointed out.

Martin first stepped into the
Westfield High School (WHS) track
scene as an assistant coach in the
early 1970’s and grabbed the reins as
XC and winter track head coach in
1983 and spring track in 1985.

“Jack and I both graduated Seton
Hall. He was a runner and I was a
soccer player. We never knew each
other but our paths have a common
origin. Martin is unique and Westfield
was fortunate to have his expertise,
enthusiasm and dedication all these
years. Jack and I came one year apart.
I began my track association in 1974
and Jack was already an assistant
coach. He and I began cross-country
as head coaches in the early 1980’s,”
Girls cross-country Head Coach and
former winter and spring track head
coach Thom Hornish said.

Martin’s teams’ “track” records
through the years have been astound-
ing. In XC, his teams could have been
dubbed as “Jack’s Pack Attacks”. His
top-seven runners developed that “Pac
Man” mentality and literally gobbled
up team points, which has translated
to 18 Union County (UC), 10 sec-
tional and five state group champion-
ships.

In spring track, Martin’s teams
compiled a 79-29-1 record (2012
excluded), six conference and two

county titles. Additionally, the Blue
Devils had five individual state
champs and one champion relay team
at the Penn Relays. Winter track con-
sisted primarily of invitational meets
but his teams did finish with an 18-9
record and produced state champs in
13 events.

But with all this winning, Martin’s
primary focus was not with “win-
ning” but in his words in a pre-season
interview, “We don’t just look at
points. We look more at performance.
We are not going to do things just to
score points. We never have done it
that way. We try to get some good
relay performances, because the re-
lay gives everybody the chance to
participate and be a part of the team.”
(The Westfield Leader – March 29,
2012).

“Jack’s focus has been to give ev-
eryone the chance and encourages all
to give it their best. He’s passionate
and that translates into the espirit ‘d
corps, which is most evident in the
programs Fall-Winter-Spring since

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘BREWING’ UP A BIG SURPRISE…Westfield High School baseball Head Coach Bob Brewster, center, is surrounded by
some members of his teams from the 1980s and 1990s at Molly McGuire’s in Clark on June 9. Members of his teams from
the 2000s, along with his family, were also present at the event that was arranged by assistant coaches Jay Cook and Mike
Murray. More photos will be shown in the June 21 issue of The Leader and The Times.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
Probitas Verus Honos
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FOLINUSZ HAMMERS 2 HRs, WILLIAMSON 2-HITTER

Cougars Top Freehold, 4-1,
For Group 3 Championship

In an interview after winning the
North Jersey, Section 2, Group 3 tour-
nament, with a 7-0, victory over West
Morris on June 1, Cougar senior sec-
ond baseman Eric Garguilo told The
Westfield Leader, “We have two more
to go.”

Well, juniors Ryan Williamson and
Chris Folinusz ruined West Milford’s
afternoon as the Cranford High
School baseball team defeated the
17-8 Highlanders, 7-4, in the Group 3
semifinal round at Ramapo College
in Mahwah on June 5. Four days later,
the 23-4 Cougars, ranked 15th com-
ing into the game, completed their
mission with a 4-1 victory over Free-
hold Borough at Toms River South
High School to regain their Group 3
title that they had won in 2010.

In the semifinal game against West
Milford, Williamson used his “metal
stick” to thump a two-run triple. He
also scored once. Folinusz doubled,
singled, scored three times and had
an RBI. Junior Sean Feeney had a
pair of singles and an RBI. Junior
Andrew DiFrancesco scored twice.
Senior Sean McGovern had an RBI

triple. Sophomore Tommy Trotter
drilled an RBI double, and Garguilo
scored once.

Senior pitcher Kurt Rutmayer (9-
1) stood on the mound for six innings
and yielded four runs and nine hits.
Williamson relieved in the seventh
and slammed the door 1-2-3.

It was Williamson’s turn to take to
the mound against the 18-13 Free-
hold Borough Colonials. Williamson,
who tossed a three-hitter in the sec-
tional championship game against
West Morris, went another step bet-
ter and limited the Colonials to only
two hits, while fanning nine, to up his
season record to 6-0.

The Cougars totaled five hits, and
Folinusz made two of them definitely
hurt as he blasted a solo shot in the
fourth inning and added another solo
blast in the sixth inning.

Feeney scored the Cougars’ first
run in the first inning after whacking
a triple and scoring on DiFrancesco’s

RBI ground out. In the fifth inning,
Feeney was also instrumental in the
Cougars third run when he lofted a
sacrifice fly to leftfield to bring home
John Oblachinski, who reach base on
an error and sped to third on
Garguilo’s bunt single.

Throughout the season, Rutmayer
and Williamson have been among the
state’s most effective 1-2 punch on
the mound, and senior starter/reliever
Vinnie Colaneri has added to that
Cougar punch. Folinusz (9 home runs,
13 doubles, 48 RBI), who has deliv-
ered clutch hits in key games, has
been among the state’s most potent
power hitters and added emphasis
with his two solo home runs against
Freehold Borough.

Group 3 Semifinal:
Cranford 302 110 0 7
West Milford 100 021 0 4

Group 3 Championship:
Cranford 100 111 0 4
Freehold Boro 000 010 0 1

prominentproperties.com  |  Office: 908.654.6666  |  436 South Avenue  |  Westfield, New Jersey 
 

10 Offices Serving Northern and Central Jersey 
 

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated  House at the Seine River, used with permission 

Marketing New Jersey Real Estate at the Highest Level SM 

1542 Deer Path, Mountainside

$550,000

Captivating Cape Cod located on a beautiful wooded property.  Five Bedrooms,

Two full baths (with plumbing ready for a third).  Beautiful hardwood floors,

recessed lighting, crown molding, fireplace, finished basement and a 2 car garage.

Call for a private showing of this home.

1958 Grenville Road, Scotch Plains

$438,000

This easy living home, on an oversized property, is a charming, updated Ranch in a great

neighborhood. The sun drenched formal dining room features atrium windows, cathedral

ceiling and sliding doors to the deck and private back yard. Other features include high

end stainless steel appliances, hardwood floors throughout and central air conditioning.

SCHILLER, REGAN, SPECK MAKE ALL-DIV 1ST TEAM

Raiders Going up the Ladder
In Girls Lacrosse, Finish 9-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stepping up to a more difficult
division was a challenge, but this
year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls lacrosse team, in its sec-
ond year at the varsity level, im-
proved upon last year’s record to
finish with a 9-9 record.

“We were 9-9. We were 8-10 last
year, but we made some tremendous
strides. We went to a more competi-
tive division. A lot more teams on our
schedule were more established la-
crosse programs. Caldwell,
Montclair, Montclair Kimberley,
Morristown Beard, Villa Walsh, a lot
of good teams who have been around
a lot longer than we have! We are a
completely different program than
two years ago and even four years
ago when we first started,” Raider
Head Coach Rob Rafferty said.

A few games early in the season
convinced Coach Rafferty that his
girls were definitely going up the
ladder in ability.

“One actually happened to be a
loss against Villa Walsh. It went to
two sudden death overtimes. The girls
responded and rebounded back from
being down a goal or two. The sec-
ond game was a 10-9 win against
Montclair where we ended up going
into overtime,” Coach Rafferty re-
called.

Three Raiders, two offensive and
one defensive, received First Team
All-Freedom South Division recog-
nition. Senior attacking midfielder
Elizabeth Schiller led the team with
48 goals, while adding five assists.
She also led the team with 42 ground
balls.

“Elizabeth had another great year.
In two years of varsity, she had 80
goals and ended up finishing with 93
points. With her speed and her ability
to put the ball in the back of the net
when we needed to, she was a big part
of our offense,” Coach Rafferty said.

Junior attacking midfielder Haley
Regan stuffed in 41 goals and added
23 assists to lead the team with 64

points. She also had 36 ground balls.
“She went from 19 goals last year

to 41 this year. She’s our top
playmaker, along with Liz. She does
things around the cage with her stick
that some girls could only imagine.
She’s great in tight even when she is
guarded by people. She can pretty
much get by anybody,” Coach
Rafferty said.

Senior Allison Speck commanded
the defense, which also consisted of
juniors Olivia Mendes and co-cap-
tain Jessie Klein. Speck scooped 36
ground balls.

“Allison took control. She was one
of our best defenders. She had an
impact where she could change a
game for you. She even scored some
goals,” Coach Rafferty said.

Klein was named to the All-Divi-
sion Second Team, as was junior at-
tacking midfielder Annie Cannone,
who had 23 goals and 12 assists, and
scooped 38 ground balls.

“Annie is one of the great athletes

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ALL-DIVISION SECOND TEAM…Raider junior attacking midfielder Annie Cannone, No. 4, received All-Freedom South
Division Second Team honors.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 file) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ONE OF THE 1-2 PUNCH…Junior Ryan Williamson, pictured, and senior Kurt
Rutmayer, have been the Cougars’ 1-2 punch on the mound this season.

2012 RAIDER
SOCCER CAMP
at Scotch Plains - Fanwood High School

Director

Tom Breznitsky
SP-FHS

Boys Varsity Coach

Home of the

7 time

NJ State Champion

Boys’ Soccer Team

JULY 9 - JULY 13
JULY 30 - AUG. 3

For More Information, Please Call:

Tom Breznitsky (908) 322-6102

email: raidercamp@verizon.net

www.spfraidersoccercamp.com

“The Only Local Camp

Not Held in a Park!”

Co-Ed • Grades 1-9

Goal Keeper Training

Novice to Advanced

Ability Grouping

Tactical Camp for Teams

Indoor Facilities

Boys and Girls

Grades 1-12

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Fanwood Corner Store
34 Martine Ave. (Times)
Kwick Mart Food Store
190 South Ave. (Times)

7-11 of Garwood
309 North Ave. (Leader)

King’s Market
300 South Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Scotch Plains
Mountain & Park Ave. (Times)

Mountain Deli
2385 Mountain Ave. (Times)

Scotch Hills Pharmacy
1819 East 2nd St. (Times)

Wallis Stationery
441 Park Ave. (Leader/Times)

Exxon Tiger Mart
421 Central Ave. (Leader)

Krauszer’s
727 Central Ave. (Leader)

Robert Treat Deli
113 Quimby St. (Leader)

Westfield Mini Mart
301 South Ave., W. (Leader)

Area stores that carry The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-Fanwood TIMES newspapers:
7-11 of Mountainside

921 Mountain Ave. (Leader)
Gillespie’s Food Market

856 Mountain Ave. (Leader)

7-11 of Westfield
1200 South Ave. W.(Leader/Times)

Baron’s Drug Store
243 E. Broad St. (Leader)

Westfield Tobacco & News
108 Elm St. (Leader)

Westfield Train Station
South side (Leader/Times)

Extra! Extra!

SCARANO HAD 2.11 ERA; PETERSON, SCHAEFER .500 BA

Blue Devils Win Final Game,
Finish Softball Season, 15-10

D’ANGELO FINISHED 7-1, ALLEMAN LED IN BATTING

SPF Baseball Raiders Exceed
Expectations, Finished 14-12

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Unlike last year’s slow start and
strong finish, this year’s Westfield
High School softball team, featuring
only one senior in the starting lineup,
got off to a roaring start, winning 10
of its first 12 games by April 20, but
struggled somewhat later in the sea-
son to finish with a 15-10 record.

The Blue Devils drew the third
seed for the Union County Tourna-
ment (UCT) and won their first game,
9-0, against Kent Place. New Provi-
dence nipped the Blue Devils, 2-1, in
the quarterfinal round. After defeat-
ing Bridgewater-Raritan, 8-2, in the
first round of the sectional tourna-
ment, the Blue Devils lost to North
Hunterdon, 3-1. The Blue Devils did,

however, end their season on a high
note with a 7-0 victory over Cranford.

“Overall, we didn’t perform in the
Union County Tournament as well as
we would have liked. Next year, we
hope to put forth a stronger showing
in the tournament,” Blue Devil Head
Coach Caitlin MacDonald said.

Sophomores Elena Scarano and
Shannon Schaefer split time on the
mound the first half of the season,
then after an injury Schaefer eventu-
ally moved to right field. In 99.3
innings, Scarano struck out 107 bat-
ters, walked 24 and had a 2.11 earned
run average (ERA), finishing with a
10-5 record. In 63.3 innings, Schaefer
fanned 59, walked 29 and had a 3.43
ERA, finishing with a 5-5 record.

“Up until county tournament time,
Shannon and Elena were pretty much
splitting innings. When Shannon got
injured, Elena really carried us
through some tough competition. As
the season got later, Elena got better.
At the end of the season, she was one
of the strongest pitchers, if not the
strongest, in the county,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Senior first baseman Audrey
Peterson had some big power num-
bers at the plate with seven doubles,
five triples and five home runs. She
went 41-for-82 for a .500 batting
average (BA), scored 18 runs and led
the team with 29 RBI.

“Audrey Peterson had an incredible
year. Coming off of a season where
she earned fewer than 20 at-bats, she
utilized the off-season to prepare her-
self for an amazing season. Her bat-
ting average, slugging percentage and
on base percentage all are impressive.
She was also the most solid fielder on
our field for the entire season,” Coach
MacDonald said.

Schaefer also had a .500 BA (43-

for-86), belted three doubles and two
triples and led the team with eight
home runs and 35 runs scored, while
adding 26 RBI.

“Shannon provided a major spark
for us offensively. Not only did she
bat for average, but she also hit for
power as she recorded eight homeruns
this season,” Coach MacDonald
pointed out.

Three more sophomores, shortstop
Cali Chambliss, second baseman Julia
Criscuolo and centerfielder Chrissy
Ferraro, not only provided strong
defense up the middle but also were
proficient with the “metal stick”.
Chambliss went 31-89 (.348 BA) and
had four doubles, two triples and four
home runs, while adding 28 runs
scored and 11 RBI. Criscuolo was

32-for-90 (.356) with four doubles
and a triple, 20 RBI and 20 runs
scored. Ferraro was 30-for-81 (.370),
drew 10 walks and had 27 RBI.

“Cali, Julia and Chrissy all had
solid years. They are all returning
varsity players who had a year of
experience to work with. We will
really be looking to all three of them
to come back next year ready to make
a bigger mark. They all have so much

talent and we’re really looking for-
ward to watching them build on this
season,” Coach MacDonald said.

Scarano finished with 17 hits, 10
RBI and five runs scored. Junior
leftfielder Sara Seitz, who was walked
eight times, recorded a strong .312
BA (24-for-77) with three doubles
and a triple, nine RBI and 10 runs
scored.

Aditi Jain had 11 hits with two
doubles, seven RBI and five runs
scored. Natalie Tupper had eight hits,
two RBI and four runs scored. Catcher
Lizzie Fox recorded five hits, an RBI
and a run scored. Tiffany Gregory
had two hits, and Taylor Barber re-
corded a hit and an RBI.

“Although we have nine of 10 var-
sity starters returning, nothing is set.

Each of these athletes will need to
progress, improve and challenge them-
selves in the off-season to earn back
their starting position. We also will be
in a position where we shouldn’t need
to redo all we’ve done. We should be
able to build on our current skills,
while heightening our game sense and
our expectations. We’re really excited
to be able to take it to the next level,”
Coach MacDonald said.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Challenging times were ahead for
this year’s Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School baseball team that had a
mix of freshmen, sophomores, jun-
iors and seniors in the starting lineup.
Despite a difficult schedule, which
included Westfield, Cranford and
Governor Livingston (GL), all at one
time or another were ranked in the
top-20, the Raiders were competitive
and finished with a 14-12 record.

“We only had three seniors on the
team. We started a couple of fresh-
men, a couple of sophomores at times
and some juniors. We had a lot of
tough losses, a couple of losses to
Westfield that were very close, a close
one in the county semifinals, a one-
run loss to GL and we lost a 1-0 game
to Cranford. That’s the difference
between being 14-12 and having 18-
19 wins,” Raider Head Coach Tom
Baylock said.

The 1-0 loss to Cranford came in
the final game of the season, which
was in the sectional quarterfinals. The
Raiders also advanced to the semifi-
nal round Union County Tournament

where they dropped a 10-8, eight-
inning scorcher to Union.

“Overall, we exceeded some ex-
pectations. We were hoping to finish
over .500 and make a run in the
county tournament, which we did.
Getting to the county semifinals for
the fifth year in a row was an accom-
plishment. That speaks volumes about
the program,” Coach Baylock said.

Junior pitcher James D’Angelo’s
only loss came in that 1-0 game
against Cranford. Despite a spectacu-
lar performance on the mound, his
team failed to get any offense work-
ing. In his 55.2 innings, D’Angelo
recorded 66 strikeouts, walked only
14 and allowed 62 hits (no home
runs) to finish with a 7-1 record and
a 3.02 ERA.

“James had a great year. He had a
couple of bad breaks where he got
some no decisions. And our last game
of the season playing Cranford to one
run, James was able to stymie them at
the bat,” Coach Baylock said.

Junior Chris Ciccarino emerged as
the No. 2 pitcher, appearing in 43.1
innings and finishing with a 3-5
record. He struck out 33 and walked

13. Chris Gibbons finished 1-3, while
freshmen Kevin Maxwell finished 1-
2 and Matt Marino finished 1-0. Jun-
ior Kevin Raszka and underclassmen
Chris Gibbons and Dan Korduba also
found mound time.

Junior first baseman Brad Alleman
emerged as the team leader with a .402
batting average (BA – 35-for-87). He
recorded 27 runs scored, 22 RBI and
seven doubles, while drawing 10 walks
and striking out only six times.

“Brad started batting in the two
spot. As the season went on, he kept
getting hits. We moved him down to
the three spot to get more guys on
base, so he can drive them home. He
was consistent all year. He was a
threat. He will be a senior next year.
He will be a little wiser. Hopefully, he
will give us a little more pop next
year,” Coach Baylock said.

D’Angelo became an offensive
threat with a .377 BA (29-for-77),
which included 11 doubles, a triple
and two home runs. He also had 33
RBI and scored 23 runs.

“James led the team in RBI. He
always seemed to be up with guys on

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CRAFTY ON THE BASE PATHS…Raider senior Frank Degnan slides safely into third base during the Union County
Tournament semifinals against Union. Degnan stole nine bases in 10 attempts this season.
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This young Indian Forest jewel is a rare treasure that marries classic design elements, traditional charm and modern day luxuries. The stately foyer with 
curved staircase opens to luminous formal rooms adorned with exquisite moldings and coffered ceilings. The spacious family room boasts transom windows, 
a granite surround fireplace and flows to the gourmet eat-in kitchen with stainless steel appliances, granite countertops and a Butler’s pantry. A library with 
fireplace, two powder rooms and a bedroom suite complement the first floor. The second floor has a beautiful master bedroom suite with fireplace, luxurious 
bath and walk-in customized closet as well as four more bedrooms and three more baths. Adding to your living space is a basement with a rec room, billiard 
& exercise rooms and a full bath.  Embraced by a beautifully landscaped property with paver patio, this masterpiece welcomes you with unsurpassed liv-
ability. Presented for $2,495,000. 

       Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate 

     908-233-6417, Direct  
      NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West 908-233-0065 
                                     

2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell  Ban 
Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC 

WF’s Heroux Gets 8th
In Javelin at NCAA

Westfield’s Brandon Heroux, com-
peting for William & Mary Univer-
sity in Williamsburg, Va., placed
eighth in the javelin with a personal
best toss of 241-4 at the NCAA Cham-
pionships at Drake University in Des
Moines, Iowa on June 7. The overall
competition was also the best ever for
the NCAA javelin, producing two
Olympic B standards and the farthest
throw ever for an eighth place finish
by almost seven feet.

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PROFICIENT WITH THE “METAL STICK”…Sophomore centerfielder Chrissy Ferrara went 30-for-81 for a .370
batting average, drew 10 walks and had 27 RBI for the Blue Devils this season.
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Raiders Exceeded Expectations
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View Thousands of Homes and Open Houses Online

 

SCOTCH PLAINS $649,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $759,900 WESTFIELD $810,000

MOUNTAINSIDE $359,000 CLARK $525,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $550,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $649,900

WESTFIELD $850,000

WESTFIELD $875,000 WESTFIELD $899,000 MOUNTAINSIDE $1,950,000

Sunny Col, Hwd Fls, Archways, Lr w/fpl, FDr, Fam Rm, Sun rm, Ei-
Kit, newer Bth, good clst space, conv to NYC Bus.

CH Col/4BR 2.5BA - move in, top location, spacious rms, designer kit
& bths. Many updates.

One flr living on almost 1/3rd acre prop. Well maintained brick Ranch
w/heated 3-season rm and many updates.

Sprawling 10 room ranch on .94 acre - 4 bdrms 2.5 baths. Spacious
Fmy Rm w/fireplace, fabulous screened porch & more.

FANTASTIC PRICE! Renovated 5BR ranch in priv. setting.Open flr
plan,HW flrs,MOVE RIGHT IN!

Very spac 6Br, 4Bth Exp Ranch, 1st flr lndry, Kit w/brkfst Rm, Liv Rm
w/fpl, Fam Rm, Mstr w/Fbth, ample clst space.

Sunny & spac hm 4Brs, 3Fbth, updt Eik, Lr w/fpl, Fam Rm, Den &
Sun Rm w/sgd to patio, MBr w/Fbth, rec rm, beaut yard.

Charm Col, 5Br, 3.1Bth, Updt Kit w/ctr isle, MBr w/Fbth, new hall
bath,Lr w/fpl, Fam Rm & Den, fin 3rd flr, yard w/patio.

Beautiful Wychwood Colonial. Great Kit, sunny FR w vaulted ceiling,
LR w fireplace, 4 BR, 2.5 BA, CAC, 1st flr laundry.

Stunning CH Colonial filled with charm. All updated, move-in ready,
& location perfect. 10 RMS, 5 BRS, 3.5 BTHS, CAC.

Breath-Taking 5BR Custom Tudor Estate w/panoramic views located
at the edge of the Watchung Reservation. Pool & Spa.

Agent: Barbara Lang MLS: 2936887 Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 2930904 Agent: Mary Ellen O’Boyle MLS: 2946968 Agent: Mary Ellen O’Boyle MLS: 2946299

Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2932985 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2919774 Agent: Janice Good-Piga MLS: 2937140

Agent: Diane Kontra MLS: 2931043 Agent: Francesca Azzara MLS: 2936157 Agent: Cathy Splinter MLS: 2907562 Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2944775

WESTFIELD $1,795,000
Gorgeous CH Col, updt Granite accented Kit w/brkfst rm, Mstr w/
updt bth, Lr w/fpl, sunny Fr, fin Bsmt, beaut prop.

Agent: Joyce Taylor MLS: 2932926

BURGDORF 1ST ALL-GROUP, O’LEARY 1ST ALL-FITCH

Blue Devil Lax Boys Compete
In UCT Finals, Finished 12-8

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

High points and some low points
rattled this year’s Westfield High
School boys lacrosse team, but the
Blue Devils definitely showed marked
improvement from last year’s 9-10
record to compete in the Union
County Tournament (UCT) champi-
onship game, advance to the semifi-
nals of the NJSIAA Group 4 semifi-
nals and finish with a 12-8 record.

After a fine start, the first real high
point of this season came on April 18
when the Blue Devils jolted then No.
3 ranked Chatham, 9-8, in Westfield.
Senior Paul DeVita and senior Jack-
son O’Leary both netted three goals
and received strong offensive sup-
port from co-captains Ryan Bohrod
and Sam Rosenburgh (3-year starter).
Senior goalkeeper Alex McHugh suc-
cessfully withstood a furious barrage
of shots from the Cougars in the
fourth quarter.

The low point was drastic. Only a
few days later, winless Madison
jumped out to a 7-0 lead then held on

to burn the Blue Devils in overtime
by one point. But on April 26, the
Blue Devils exercised their wrath with
a 17-1 drudging of Scotch Plains-
Fanwood. O’Leary fired in four goals
to up his career point total to 100.

Seniors Patrick Dyer and DeVita
each scored three goals to help the
second-seeded Blue Devils reject the
A.L. Johnson Crusaders, 11-7, to
advance to the UCT championship
where they lost to top-seeded Sum-
mit.

With very strong defensive efforts
from junior Christian Burgdorf, se-
nior co-captain John Lanzano, junior
Mike Fitzhenry and freshman Jack
Simcox, along with McHugh at goal,
the Blue Devils made a run in the
NJSIAA Group 4 tournament with
wins over West Orange (18-2) and
Columbia (9-6) before falling to No.
1 ranked Bridgewater-Raritan in the
semifinal round.

“The team started hot at 7-1, and
then hit a lull before putting together
a strong post season. We had two
signature wins over Fitch Division

rivals, Seton Hall Prep and Chatham.
We lost two overtime games in our
division to Madison and Mendham,”
Blue Devil Head Coach Marc
Silbergeld said.

Several Blue Devils received All-
State Group 4 and All-Fitch Division
honors. Burgdorf was selected First
Team All-Fitch and First Team All-
State Group 4. Additionally, he was
selected as the team’s Most Valuable
Player (MVP) on defense.

Three-year starter O’Leary, an at-
tacker, was named First Team All-
Fitch and Second Team All-Group 4.
He finished the season with 41 goals
– most on the team – and 24 assists to
bring his career point total to 124.

Midfielder/attacker DeVita, a three-
year starter, was named Second Team
All-Fitch and Second Team All-
Group 4. He was also voted Offen-
sive MVP. DeVita finished the sea-
son with 30 goals and 27 assists.

Dyer, a midfielder, finished the
season with 25 goals and 10 assists.
He was named All-Fitch and All-
Group 4 Honorable Mention, in ad-

dition to being named an Academic
All-America.

Senior midfielder Peter Mebane,
who handled the majority of the face-
offs this season, was named an Aca-
demic All-America. Lanzano (long
stick midfielder/defender) was voted
the team’s Most Valuable Senior.

Despite graduating a strong group
of seniors, the Blue Devils will return
nine experienced starters: Burgdorf,
junior Jack Flaherty (attack), junior
Nick Arnold (attack/midfield), junior
Matt Webb (midfield), Fitzhenry (de-
fense), junior Garrett Williamson
(goalie), sophomore Dane Huber
(midfield), sophomore Patrick Decker
(midfield) and Simcox (defense).

Blue Devil Boys Lacrosse
CONTINUED

who comes from the soccer program.
She’s great in transition. She is very
good under pressure. When we settle
the offense down and move the ball,
Annie does some great things,” Coach
Rafferty said.

Sophomore attacking midfielder
Julie Haggan, an All-Division Hon-
orable Mention, netted 25 goals and
five assists and added 33 ground balls.

“She’s great on free position. Julie
scores the majority of her goals on
free positions. She is also one of our
draw specialists. She and Liz are the
only two who take draws,” Coach
Rafferty said.

Sophomore attacker Andrea
McNeely put in 33 goals and added
six assists and 21 ground balls.

“She’s a good finisher. She has a
great shot. She has a great ability to
cut when she catches a pass from the
wing or behind the cage. She scored
in over 50 percent of her shots,” Coach
Rafferty said.

Junior Elsa Leistikow had eight
goals and six assists, and scooped 11
ground balls. Junior Victoria Karakis
scooped 24 ground balls.

Sophomore goalkeeper Megan
Welch made 161 saves this season for
a .438 percentage.

“She’s gaining more varsity expe-
rience. She played pretty much three
quarters of the season last year. She
stopped just under 50 percent of her
goals. She is taking charge back there.
We are facing better teams, so they
are taking a lot more shots in the cage.
That’s one of the things that we want
to work on, eliminating the number
of shots,” Coach Rafferty said.

The Raiders are graduating only a
handful of starters, so the outlook for
next season should be favorable.

“Our girls are getting more involved
with lacrosse. We are going up the
ladder,” Coach Rafferty said.

Raider Girls Lacrosse
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

base situations. More times than not,
he came through and delivered for
us,” Coach Baylock said.

Sophomore second baseman and
leadoff batter Christian Zazzali had a
.307 BA (27-for-88, 7 doubles) with
15 RBI and a team-leading 31 runs
scored. He also drew 12 walks and
led the team with 11 stolen bases in
11 attempts.

“Christian! We probably will be
moving him over to shortstop. When
he’s on base, he creates a lot of havoc
with the defense, by running and the
pitchers have to be so worried about
him,” Coach Baylock said.

At the beginning of the year, senior
Ryan Henkels and sophomore Matt
Ridge shared time behind the plate.
Offensively, Ridge had eight hits, five
RBI and seven runs scored. Henkels
finished with a .329 BA (27-for-82, 29
RBI, 26 runs scored). He also had 13
walks and struck out only six times.

“Coming into this year, we didn’t
know what we were going to get
behind the plate. We platooned with

Matt Ridge and Ryan. Every time
Ryan was in the game, he started
throwing runners out. So it was amaz-
ing, everyone stopped running on him.
It made it a lot easier for our defense,”
Coach Baylock said.

Seniors Anthony Krajscik and Frank
Degnan finished with respective BAs
of .364 (24-for-66, 6 doubles, triple,
18 RBI, 16 runs scored) and .275 (14
hits, 7 RBI, 7 runs scored). Krajscik
led the team with 16 walks. Degnan
stole nine bases in 10 attempts.

Razska had a .321 BA (27 hits, 8
doubles, home run, 26 RBI, 23 runs).
Maxwell finished with a .365 BA (27
hits, 8 doubles, 15 RBI, 24 runs).
Marino had six hits with a home run,
six RBI and 10 runs scored.

“The whole team in general was a
fun group of guys to work with. I am
excited about what we have coming
back. I look forward to a great year
with all these underclassmen being
one year older. I think 2013 is going
to be a good year for Scotch Plains
baseball,” Coach Baylock said.

David B. Corbin (May 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING ON THE DEFENSIVE PRESSURE…Senior Paul DeVita, No. 3, and freshman Jack Simcox, No. 21, pressure
a Columbia Cougar in a sectional playoff game at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield.

The Westfield Girls Softball League Gators

Westfield Girls Softball Gators Win
Spring In-Town Championship

The Girls Softball League of Westfield played its Spring Championship
game in town on June 9, with the Gators winning 6-5 over the Hurricanes.
The 6/7/8th grade Gators finished their 10-game regular season undefeated.

After receiving a “bye” in the first round, the Gators went on to win both
playoff games. Head Coach Russ Gulla and Assistant Coaches Clark,
Tupper, Perkins and Verga attributed many of the season wins to strong
pitching performances from Alexandra Gulla, Haley Mykytka and Lauren
Fernandez.

Behind home plate was team captain Danielle Rinaldi, along with Kayla
Tupper and Katie Clark. Strong fielding and batting performances from
Jessica Perkins, Morgan Nitti, Tessa Verga, Brianna Hui, Abby Rothenberg,
Catherine Moore and Sara Weiss helped round out the winning season. The
Gator team members all received Championship hooded sweatshirts to
memorialize there win.
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SIRAGUSA HIT 11 HRs, HAD 32 RBI, .685 BATTING AVG.

Cougar Softballers Searched
For ‘D’ Fit, Had Power on ‘O’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Head Coach Bob Bruno experi-
mented with several shifts in defen-
sive positions, especially in the out-
field, in hopes of finding a proper fit
for the Cranford High School soft-
ball team that finished with a 14-8
record this season.

Coach Bruno moved veteran se-
nior Emily Snyder to sure up leftfield.
Sophomores Jess Casale and Kerry
Wischusen occupied centerfield and
right field, respectively. Juniors Julie
Schott, Sara LoBue and Jenna Goeller
also saw time in the outfield, if not at
the plate.

Sophomore Victoria Mettlin was
used as a utility player and sometimes
took to the mound. Seniors Izzy Acton
and junior Jess Rediger alternated at
first base, and sophomore Maggie
McKay played third base.

Two positions that were carved in
stone were at catcher and pitcher
with four-year varsity starter Melissa
Moreno behind the plate and junior
lefty Julie Siragusa on the mound.
Both were also very dangerous at the
plate with their “metal sticks” in their
hands.

Moreno batted in the No. 3 spot
and finished the season with a .534
batting average (avg.). She also had
21 RBI and belted four home runs.

“Melissa is a four year starter, a
county champ and a state sectional
champ. She will continue her educa-
tion and softball at Ramapo College,”
Coach Bruno noted.

Siragusa got a hit in every game
but the final game of the season against
Westfield. When she stepped to the
plate, opposing teams were in trouble.
Siragusa amassed a .685 avg., ham-
mered 11 home runs and led the team
with 32 RBI. On the mound, she
pitched 129 innings, rarely walked
anyone, recorded 124 strikeouts and
yielded 41 earned runs.

“Julie had a season that most play-
ers dream about. She’s a top player in
state and her numbers bear that out.
She will have to fill some of the

leadership responsibilities next sea-
son,” Coach Bruno said.

Senior second baseman Stephanie
Bagniewski batted in the No. 5 spot
and finished with a .305 avg. and 16
RBI and exercised some power with
two home runs. Her most influential
game came in a 4-0 victory over
Governor Livingston on May 8 when
she blasted a three-run homer over
the fence at Adams Field in Cranford.
Moreno also had an RBI single and
Siragusa fanned 10 Highlanders.
Later, the Highlanders went on to
win their second straight Union
County Tournament title.

“Stephanie put together her best
year as a Cougar and had a game-
winning homerun against GL,” Coach
Bruno said.

Sophomore Allison Verrilli, who
played third base last year, shifted to
shortstop and had an outstanding sea-
son with a .998 fielding percentage.
She was also outstanding at the plate
with a .527 avg. and 10 RBI at cleanup.

“Allison is a gifted shortstop that we
will count on next season to pick up
some of the offense that we lose through
graduation,” Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars lost to the Highland-
ers, 7-2, in their first meeting at Ber-
keley Heights on April 28. Siragusa
blasted a leadoff home run and added
a triple that she unsuccessfully at-
tempted to stretch to a home run.

In their first meeting with Westfield
on April 19, the Cougars staggered
the Blue Devils with an eight-run
first inning to roll to a 12-4 victory.
Siragusa banged a pair of home runs
and finished with four RBI. Moreno
had three hits, including a two-run
home run.

Six days earlier, the Cougars bat-
tered Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 12-1.
Siragusa had a pair of doubles and

launched a monumental home run
over the scoreboard at Adams Field.

Their final game of the season,
however, was not as memorable in a
joyful way, as they lost to Westfield,
7-0, at Adams Field on May 29.

“If you were to speak to the girls, I
think they would say they under-
achieved this season, and they are
looking forward to next season to see
if they can right the ship,” Coach
Bruno said.

Jack Martin a True ‘Man for All Seasons’
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

1982,” Coach Hornish said.
According to coach Martin, his

most memorable experiences were,
“Working with big numbers of kids
each year and giving them the oppor-
tunity to compete and improve.”

There has been no doubt that Mar-
tin has raised the bar and the stan-
dards for every boy on all of his
teams, which has amounted to thou-
sands. Again, “What you see is what
you get!”

“Martin keeps it real. He doesn’t
tell you things that aren’t true. He
doesn’t tell you what a fantastic job
you did if it was just an OK job. If you
did well, he tells you that. If you need
work, he tells you that. Nothing is
sugarcoated. You always know where
you stand,” assistant coach Chris
Tafelski said.

“Jack is the ‘Buddha’ of XC/Track
and Field. He’s all knowing and his
advice is both simple and yet com-
plex, but he believes in the KISS
method – keep it simple stupid! Jack
is not a detail person. He leaves that
for people like me. He has a vision
but don’t expect a detailed plan of
operation. Jack is not formal. He’s at
his best when things are not formal,”
Coach Hornish said.

Tafelski happens to be one indi-
vidual who has had a “both sides of
the fence” insight of coach Martin.

“I had Martin in class in 8th grade,
and the man had a following at
Roosevelt [Intermediate School] like
no one else. He suggested running XC
to me a few times in class and I had no
response. I wasn’t interested. I hardly
knew what it was. A few other kids
started talking about it one day and we
all decided to do it. Now it’s almost 20
years later and we all have great memo-
ries of running for Westfield and for
Martin, and most of us are still active
runners today. It’s amazing the little
things that can make such a huge im-
pact on your life. I have no idea how
many kids he’s impacted in a similar
way, but it’s got to be several thou-
sand. Several thousand kids, whose
lives are healthier, more disciplined,
and more active for having been a part
of the team that Martin has built over
the years,” he said.

“I have been with Jack for 29 sea-
sons and it has been an honor as well
as a pleasure to coach with someone
who is as well known and respected
in track and field. My first experi-
ence with coach Martin was in 1980
when I was an assistant at Brearley
before I had arrived in Westfield in
1983. The one thing about Jack that
impresses me is his ability to re-
member and recall the names and
performances of former Blue Devil
athletes. Although Jack’s record of
success speaks for itself, Jack’s ap-
proach has been about the team and
not himself. The respect that he has
gained from former athletes is a state-
ment about the influence he has had
upon his athletes,” Assistant Coach
Bill Mellott said.

Don MacDonald, who has been
raising the bar and changing the stan-

dards for years as pole vault coach,
recalled, “Dave Citron was on the
cross-country team and a pole vaulter
in the spring. We were discussing
Jack and this is what he said, ‘if you
are on this team, coach Martin gets in
your head, and you hear his voice all
the time even when you are not at
practice’. I thought that was pretty
interesting.”

Someone with such charisma as
Martin must have acquired a nick-
name at some point throughout his
career.

“I don’t think anyone would dare,”
commented coach Tafelski.

As to his future plans, Martin com-
mented, “Nothing specific.”

TRACK RECORDS & TITLES:
1985 (9-1), 1992 (3-2-1), 1993 (5-

1 – Watchung Conference [WC]),
1994 (4-2 – WC), 1995 (2-2), 1996
(4-2), 1997 (5-1), 1998 (3-2), 1999
(3-2), 2000 (1-4), 2001 (4-1), 2002
(3-1 – WC), 2003 (3-1), 2004 (3-1),
2005 (3-2), 2006 (4-2), 2007 (5-0),
2008 (3-1 – WC, Union County [UC]),
2009 (3-1), 2010 (4-0 – UCIAC, UC),
2011 (5-0 – UCIAC) 2012

Totals: 79-29-1
Individual state champs (5): Matt

Elmuccio (1600 meters 1995-96-97),
Jeff Perrella (1600,3200 2006)

Penn Relays winner: 1995 Distance
Medley (Lawrence Ho, John O’Brien,
Ted Kilcommons, Matt Elmuccio)
BOYS XC RECORD & TITLES:

1983 (5-2), 1984 (8-0 – UC), 1985
(10-0 – UC), 1986 (8-1 – UC), 1987

(10-0 – UC), 1988 (10-0), 1989 (3-3
– UC), 1990 (4-1 – UC), 1991 (5-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1992 (5-1 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1993 (11-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1994 (13-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4), 1995 (13-0 –
UC, North 2 Group 4, State Group 4),
1996 (5-0 – UC, North 2 Group 4,
State Group 4), 1997 (4-1), 1998 (8-
3), 1999 (7-2), 2000 (8-2), 2001 (7-
2), 2002 (8-2), 2003 (8-2), 2004 (9-1
– North 2 Group 4), 2005 (10-0 – UC,
North 2 Group 4), 2006 (9-0 – UC),
2007 (9-0 – UC), 2008 (9-0), 2009
(7-0 – UCC, UC, State Group 4),
2010 (8-0 – UCC, UC, North 2 Group
4, State Group 4), 2011 (5-0 – UCC,
UC, North 2 Group 4, State Group 4).

Totals 226-23, 18 county, 10 sec-
tional, 5 state titles
WINTER TRACK:

Beginning in 1983, the Blue Devils
had few dual meets and have not had
one since 1997. Most of the competi-
tion was in invitational meets, how-
ever his dual meet record for the span
was 18-9. During his tenure, Martin
produced a host of state champions in
winter track.
State Champions:

1983 (Kevin McGorty), 1986 (Tony
Tiller in two events), 1987 (Drew
Carey, Tim Yockel), 1991 (Maurice
Barnett-Drew Rountree shot put re-
lay), 1995 (Ted Kilcommons, Matt
Elmuccio), 1996 (Matt Elmuccio),
1997 (Mike Krug, Matt Elmuccio),
2003 (Adam Wendel), 2006 (Jeff
Perrella), 2008 (Adam Bergo).

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH ON THE MOUND, TERROR AT THE PLATE...Cougar junior Julie Siragusa has been very tough on the mound,
but she has been a terror at the plate this season with 11 home runs, 32 RBI and a .685 batting average.

  Jocelyne Holden, Sales Associate
  908-233-2694, Direct  
   NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Prominently positioned on almost half an acre of superbly maintained grounds, this exqui-

site Westfield home beckons you from the moment one pulls onto its extended gravel and 

paver stone drive.  Many of the fine details this gracious home offers include a mansard style 

slate roof, three fireplaces, (Kitchen, Living Room, and 2nd floor Family Room), turret win-

dows, (1st Floor Family Room, Formal Dining Room, and 2 Bedrooms), custom built-ins, 

perennial gardens, and private patios. An enchanting screened front porch introduces the 

center hall foyer. At the end of the drive, there is a large barn with a loft that can be used as 

a home office or perhaps a studio. A warm, yet elegant eat in kitchen presents custom cabi-

netry,  Pietra stone countertops, a granite center island, breakfast bar, two sinks, glazed 

walls, patchwork quilt tile backsplash, and ceramic tile flooring.  The Dacor six burner stove 

top and the Thermador double ovens will please even the most discerning gourmet while the 

breakfast area overlooking a bucolic yard will soothe the soul.  This elegant home boasts six 

bedrooms, 3 full baths and 2 half baths.  Additional features include a 1st floor laundry 

room, beautiful hardwood floors, underground sprinkler system, 2-zone central air-

conditioning, custom designed stone walls, and outstanding exterior lighting.  Beyond com-

pare, this extraordinary home will win your heart. Presented for: $1,100,000. 

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell  Banker  
 Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield Office • 600 North Avenue, West • 908-233-0065
2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to  

Coldwell  Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  
Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

  

 Francesca  Azzara 

 
  www.francescaazzara.net  

Brimming with charm, this Westfield Colonial warms 
your heart. The sunny enclosed front porch  is ideal for 
relaxing with a good book. It makes the perfect entry way 
as it invites you into a classic living room with wood 
burning fireplace framed by original built-ins. Move in 
ready, this captivating home also offers three bedrooms, 
one and one half baths and a formal dining room. All 
new are the kitchen, bath, windows, furnace, driveway, 
path and paver patio. Additional features include all 
hardwood floors, finished basement and a large two car 
detached garage. Located on a quiet street, this is an 
idyllic house to call your home. Presented for $509,000. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF MOUNTAINSIDE

BOARD OF EDUCATION

A special meeting of the Mountainside
Board of Education has been scheduled
for 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 19, 2012,
at the Beechwood School Susan O. Collier
Media Center located at 1497 Woodacres
Drive, Mountainside, New Jersey 07092.
The purpose of this meeting is to discuss
Strategic Planning.
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $10.71

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on June 27, 2012
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 133 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, also known as Block
12 Lot 15, as shown on the Fanwood Tax
Map, owned by Henry and Katrina Coxe.

The applicant requests Lofted Garage
which is in violation of:

Section 183-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: garage
height; Permitted: 1 story; Present: 1 story;
Proposed: 2 story.

Section 183-134 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: floor area;
Permitted: 500 square feet; Present: 400
square feet; Proposed: 722 square feet.

Section 184-163E of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: driveway
setback; Permitted: 3 feet; Present: 0 feet;
Proposed: 0 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Katrina Coxe

133 North Martine Avenue
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $39.78

Blue Devils Get 5th
In 4x800 at MOC

The Westfield High School four-
some of Matt Luppino, John Kirna,
Jack Leahy and Dan Luzzi finished
fifth in the 4x800 with a time of
7:56.08 at the Meet of Champions
held in Old Bridge on June 11.

Blue Devil Kevin Ingram crossed
15th in the 800 with a time of 1:56.43.
Union Catholic Viking Allen Eke fin-
ished second at 1:52.06. Vikings Oba
Animashaun, Darryl Costello, Mike
DeAngelis and Eke took second in
the 4x400 at 3:15.85. Blue Devil Mike
Depaolo cleared 6-0 to tie for 22nd in
the high jump. Chris Jumenez placed
23rd in the long jump with a leap of
20-4.5.

Cranford Cougars Regine Hunter
took sixth in the triple jump at 38-5.75
and Bryanna Grant took 10th at 37-5.
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raider
Samantha Renfree placed 10th in the
javelin with a toss of 115-7, and Erin
Pierce crossed 13th in the 1,600 with a
personal-best time of 5:01.18. Viking
Morgan McLaughlin placed seventh in
the 100 hurdles at 14.69. McLaughlin
placed 13th in the long jump with a leap
of 17-3.75, while Hunter tied for 16th
with a distance of 17-1.75.

CAMP DIRECTORS

Daryl Palmieri, Head Boys Basketball Coach

Joe Marino, Head Girls Basketball Coach

Week 1

For: Boys & Girls Entering Grades 1-5

Where: Edison Intermediate School

(Changed from Westfield High School)

When: June 25th-June 28th

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Cost: $160

Week 2

For: Boys & Girls Entering Grades 6-9

Where: Westfield High School

When: July 9th- July 12th

Time: 9:00 AM- 12:00 PM

Cost: $160

Make all checks payable to: Westfield Blue Devils Basketball Camps

Send to: Westfield Blue Devils Basketball Camps, 369 Union Ave., Scotch Plains, NJ 
07076

Any questions please call Joe Marino at 908-612-9515 or email 
westfieldbasketball@verizon.net
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Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

CUSTOM BUILDER HOME

WESTFIELD. Custom Builder home, two master suites, large
kitchen dining with rope lighting and large living room. This Custom
Built builder home, has a formal living room, dining and state of the
art kitchen, with two large master suite at both of the homes. Perfect
for house to enjoy, with a large sunken living room for gathering, the
backyard has an asphalt basketball court, with in ground swimming
pool, in rear of home has sauna to relax. $1,395,000.

Frances

Bradley

and

Ebtsam “Sam”

Sayed

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Enjoy convenience to town, train and schools in this
beautifully updated 4 Bedroom Colonial. This lovely home boasts
charming vintage details, including inlaid hardwood floors, chestnut
trim and built-ins. Other amenities include an EIK with stainless steel
appliances, Central Air Conditioning and a full basement. The
beautifully landscaped property has a fenced backyard, patio and a
garage accessed from a quiet side street. $519,000.

Jacqueline

Waldman

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. A lovely Colonial with a charming front porch with new
mahogany floor. The LR features a ceiling fan with light and opens to the
DR with chandelier. The updated kit has wood cabinetry, new countertops,
decorative tile backsplash, new appliances and access to the backyard. The
2nd floor has a MBR, 2nd BR, a room that can be used as an office or den,
and a full bath. A 3rd floor BR, 1st floor powder room, fin basement with
laundry and a detached gar complete this perfect home. $450,000.

Associate of the Month

Richard

Buontempo

Ana DeFigueiredo
Top Listings and Top Units for the Month of May

Don

Villane

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. 2 year young Colonial 4BR/3.1BA. Charming
Mahogany front porch. State of the art kitchen w/pantry, separate dining area
opens to warm, inviting FR w/raised hearth stone FP & recessed lighting. LR,
FDR w/tray ceiling/rope lighting. Finished basement with full bath, open floor
plan & workshop. Master Bedroom w/gas fireplace, his/hers WIC, vaulted tray
ceiling. Master bath w/sep jetted tub and shower w/multi-showerheads &
double vanity. 2nd floor laundry room w/linen closet. Walkup attic. $799,900.

Kathleen

Gwaldis

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 6/24 • 1-5PM

WESTFIELD. A beautiful CHC in the heart of Wychwood, a prestigious and exclusive
section of Westfield. This gracious home features 4 Bedrooms, 2.5 Baths, Formal Dining
Room, Formal Living Room with a wood burning fireplace and a 3 season porch with slate
floor and ceiling fan. The EIK has granite countertops, maple cabinets, ceramic floors and
recessed lights. The spacious Family Room has a wood burning fireplace and built-in
shelves and entertainment center. Fin basement and deck makes this an outstanding
home. Directions: East Broad Street to Wychwood Rd #537. $859,800.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-10985-11
FILE NO. 13654-11

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ANTHONY J. CAPUA, JR.,
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which US BANK CUST FOR
CCTS CAPITAL, LLC is the plaintiff and
ANTHONY J. CAPUA, JR., HEIRS, ET
ALS; are defendants, pending in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Chancery Divi-
sion, UNION County and bearing Docket
No. F-10985-11 within thirty-five (35) days
after June 14, 2012 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Amended Com-
plaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you

PUBLIC NOTICE

cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 10-714, sold
on 12/2/2009, dated 12/8/2009, and was
recorded on 2/8/2010 in Book 12862 at
Page 153, made by MARIA GLAVAN,
Collector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and
State of New Jersey to US BANK CUST
FOR CCTS CAPITAL, LLC and subse-
quently assigned to plaintiff, US BANK
CUST FOR CCTS CAPITAL, LLC.  This
covers real estate located in PLAINFIELD,
County of UNION, and State of New Jer-
sey, known as LOT 29 BLOCK 921 as
shown on the Tax Assessment Map and
Tax Map duplicate of PLAINFIELD. and
concerns premises commonly known as
736-38 TERRILL RD, PLAINFIELD, New
Jersey.

YOU, ANTHONY J. CAPUA, JR., HEIRS,
DEVISEES AND PERSONAL REPRE-
SENTATIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR
ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST, are made party
defendants to the above foreclosure ac-
tion because you are the owners of a
property which is the subject of the above
entitled action.
DATED: June 7, 2012

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $70.38

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on June 27, 2012
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 47 Fifth Street, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 58 Lot 7.01,
as shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by David and Elizabeth Hensley.

The applicant requests a widened and
paved driveway and a pervious patio and
walk which is in violation of:

Section 184-134-D2 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested: rear
set back; Permitted: 25 feet; Present: 25
feet; Proposed: 8 feet.

Section 184-163-C2 of the Fanwood
Land Use Code. Variance Requested:
driveway width; Permitted: 18 feet; Present:
21.5 feet; Proposed: 21.5 feet.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
David and Elizabeth Hensley

47 Fifth Street
Fanwood, New Jersey 07023-1520

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $37.23

4BR Investment Home
Sells Without Reserve June 27

williamsauction

real estate auction

NJ
BUYER’S PREMIUM MAY APPLY.

PLAINFIELD, NJ

Open Public Inspection: 

auction

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice Is Hereby Given pursuant to
N.J.S.A. 40A:65-25(d)(1) that “Courage to
Reconnect Scotch Plains/Fanwood” will
sponsor a series of public hearings in
order to receive comments regarding its
application to the NJ Department of Com-
munity Affairs (DCA), Local Finance Board,
seeking the creation of a Municipal Con-
solidation Study Commission to study the
consolidation of the Township of Scotch
Plains and Borough of Fanwood. A PDF
copy of the application may be requested
in advance of the hearings by sending an
e-mail request to DCA staff at
dlgs@dca.state.nj.us or via download
from the applicant’s website http://
SPFreconnect.wordpress.com/applica-
tion/.

The first public hearing will be held at
7:30 PM on the 18th day of June, 2012, at
the Scotch Plains Court Room/Council
Chambers, 430 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains, New Jersey. The Fanwood public
hearing will be held at 7pm on the 27th of
June, 2012 at the La Grande Park, 80
Second Street, Fanwood, New Jersey. The
joint public meeting will follow immediately
at 8pm at the La Grande Park, 80 Second
Street, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Dated: June 12, 2012
Courage to Reconnect

Scotch Plains/Fanwood
1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $29.07

GARAGE SALE

WESTFIELD, NJ
702 Shackamaxon Dr.,
Fr/Sa., 6/15-16, 10-4pm.

Dir: GSP Ex 136; W on Centennial
Ave; L on South Ave (CR 610); L
Westfield Ave; R Shackamaxon.
Ph: (201) 264-6023. Info/Photos:
w w w . a n n s t a g s a l e s . c o m

WESTFIELD GARAGE SALE

746 PROSPECT ST.
Fri/Sat. June 15-16

8:30am-2pm
Kids stuff, furniture,

household items, books
Cash only please

BABYSITTER NEEDED

Looking for someone to come to
my Scotch Plains home starting in
September to care for children.
Tues through fri from 7-3:30.
Must drive. (908) 264-8400

SUMMER TUTORING

Experienced Elementary Teacher
offering tutoring services. 13 Years
of Experience. Specializing in
Reading, Writing, and Math. K-5

Call: (732) 713-4667

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 361-0335

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Supplement your income with your
own financial rewarding business.
We are the leading anti-aging and
nutritional supplement companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from your home - part-time.
Corporate and personal training
provided. For information call:
(908) 665-2527.

BIG  SAVINGS AT PAPER MILL

$100 Gift Certificate To Paper Mill
Playhouse in Millburn. “Official
State Theater” of NJ”. No
Expiration.  Use To Purchase
Tickets For Shows and Events.
Free Parking and Adjacent
Restaurant.  Great Gift Idea!
Big Savings! Only $75.

Call (908) 654-6091

PET SITTING

Going away or for the day?
Loving, responsible pet care.

Your house or mine.
 Call for information.

(908) 233-9070

MANAGEMENT

NO NIGHTS NO SUNDAYS
20+ Paid Days Off/Yr! $30K.

Full Benefits.
Fax HoneyBaked Ham

(781) 631-1183

PIANO/VOICE LESSONS

Piano/voice lessons, experienced
local teacher, all ages/levels. Can
come to you with keyboard.
Combo classes/Reasonable
rates. Summer special offer!

John@: (908) 347-7794

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE,  that the Zon-
ing Board of Adjustment of the Township of
Scotch Plains held a meeting on June 7,
2012 to adopt the following Resolutions:

Kurt and Nadia Hartman, approved for
a Variance for a 6 foot fence at 14 Unami
Lane, Block 12101, Lot 43.01.

Triangle Communications, LLC, ap-
proved as a permitted use for the M-1 Zone
at 2362 Waldheim Avenue, Block 6801,
Lot 25.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Zoning Board of Adjustment

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $15.81

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

COUNTY OF UNION
AMENDED PUBLIC NOTICE

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the
17th of July, 2012 at 6:30 pm, at the
Borough of Fanwood Municipal Building,
Council Chambers, 75 North Martine Av-
enue, Fanwood, New Jersey, the Public
Officer of the Borough of Fanwood, or his
designated agent, will hold a hearing for
the purpose of taking sworn testimony of
all interested persons regarding the inclu-
sion of 36 Glenwood Road, Block 7, Lot 12,
Fanwood, New Jersey, owned by The Es-
tate of Mr. And Mrs. Sumner, 36 Glenwood
Road, Fanwood, New Jersey 07023, on
the Abandoned Property List. Official ac-
tion may be taken. A copy of the Complaint
issued by the Public Officer with regard to
the property is available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Municipal Clerk
located at the above address during the
hours of 8:00 am to 4:00 pm. The owner
and parties in interest shall have the right
to fine an Answer to the Complaint and to
appear in person, or otherwise, and give
testimony at the date, time and place set
forth above. The rules of evidence prevail-
ing in the Courts shall not be controlling in
hearings before the Public Officer.

Eleanor McGovern
Administrator/Clerk

Borough of Fanwood
1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $29.58

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF FANWOOD

PLANNING BOARD

Please take notice that on June 27, 2012
at 7:30 PM at the Fanwood Borough Hall,
located at 75 North Martine Avenue,
Fanwood, New Jersey, the Planning Board
will hold a hearing on the application of the
undersigned. The property in question is
located at: 34 Forest Road, Fanwood, New
Jersey, also known as Block 70 Lot 17, as
shown on the Fanwood Tax Map, owned
by Manuel & Elizabeth Vara.

The applicant requests Fence installa-
tion which is in violation of:

Section 184-108 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: 6 feet
fence; Permitted: 4 feet; Present: 4 feet;
Proposed: 6 feet.

Section 184-114 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Area;
Permitted: 15,000; Present: 11,283; Pro-
posed: Same.

Section 184-114 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Lot Width;
Permitted: 100; Present: 75; Proposed:
Same.

Section 184-114 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Front Yard
- North Avenue; Permitted: 30; Present:
26.9; Proposed: Same.

Section 184-114 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Side Yard;
Permitted: 10; Present: 9.8; Proposed:
Same.

Section 184-163 of the Fanwood Land
Use Code. Variance Requested: Drive-
way; Permitted: 3; Present: 1.5; Proposed:
Same.

The applicant will also seek such other
relief as may be determined necessary at
the public hearing based upon review of
the application or amendment(s) to the
application.

The file pertaining to this application is
available for public inspection during nor-
mal business hours (8 AM - 4 PM, Monday
through Friday) from the Secretary of the
Planning Board at the Administration Of-
fice of the Borough of Fanwood at 75 North
Martine Avenue, Fanwood, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the rules of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board.

Applicant:
Manuel & Elizabeth Vara

34 Forest Road
Fanwood, New Jersey, 07023

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $48.96

GROUP GARAGE SALE

Saturday, June 16 from 9-1pm
130 West Dudley Ave

Westfield, NJ
Toys, sports equipment, house-
hold items, books&much more.

CLASSIFIEDS

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com
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Students Named ‘Letters
About Literature’ Winners

DANCE-A-THON…In the school’s first annual “Mini-THON” dance-a-thon,
over 200 students and 20 teachers at Westfield’s McKinley Elementary hit the
dance floor in the fight against pediatric cancer, raising $7,000 to benefit the
Karyn Research Fund. The event, during which grades each danced for about an
hour, was organized by McKinley teachers Stephanie Willis and Christina
Toulios. Pictured, left to right, are: first-grader Luke Warjanka and second-
graders Patrick Flaherty, Max Owens, Kyle Trower and Carlo Siguenza.

MOUNTAINSIDE – On May 19,
the New Jersey Center of the Book
invited “Letters About Literature”
winners and their families to an award
celebration held at Princeton Univer-
sity.

Attending this special award cer-
emony on behalf of her students was
Silagyi, Deerfield School Library
Media Specialist, who announced the
following winners from
Mountainside: Representing Level 1 -
Grades 4 through 6: Lily Sanzalone -
Second Place and Ellis Sartorio - Hon-
orable Mention. Both students are in
sixth grade and are first time winners in
this prestigious event, which centers
around a letter written to their favorite
author and book.

Representing Level 2 - Grades 7 and
8 was Frances Hisgen, who received an
Honorable Mention for her Letter About
Literature. Frances is a “Triple Crown”

winner, impressing judges on a na-
tional level for the past three consecu-
tive years. Frances’ goal was to win
once again in her last year as a Deerfield
School student. Fran is an eighth grader
who will graduate on June 21, and will
attend private school in September.

In addition to the aforementioned
students, whose letters were sent to
Washington, D.C. to be judged by the
Librarian of Congress, Ms. Silagyi,
Vice President of the Union/Middlesex
Association of School Librarians had
the honor of announcing the winner of
the “Why My School Library is Impor-
tant to Me” essay contest.

Spencer Murdoch, a fourth grade
student, was selected by the New
Jersey Association of School Librar-
ians to represent elementary schools
in New Jersey with her winning es-
say. Spencer is currently in Pat
Kobasa’s class.

All winners received a gift certifi-
cate for Barnes and Noble from their
school librarian, and NJASL recog-
nized students by publishing their
essays in their June issue of Book-
mark, a noteworthy newsletter received
by many New Jersey educators.

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

PATIOS - DRIVEWAYS
WALKWAYS

RETAINING SYSTEMS
DRAINAGE SYSTEMS
CUSTOM PLANTINGS
OUTDOOR KITCHENS

BULK MATERIALS

908-757-4550

Guaranteed Work    Westfield, NJ   Over 30 yrs. Exp.

NURSERY/LANDSCAPE

FOUR SEASONS 30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Jocelyne Holden, Sales Associate

908-233-2694, Direct  
NJAR Circle of Excellence 

Just imagine yourself in this maintenance free 

environment. 
This spacious Scotch Plains townhouse overlooking lush 
woods is part of a private oasis. Within this 24 hour manned 
gated community one can enjoy the peaceful setting of  pro-
fessionally manicured courts, an outdoor pool and tennis 
court. Newly painted, this delightful unit boasts a beautiful 
and bright living room, a formal  dining room, family room, 
kitchen, powder room and attached garage .  The second 
floor includes a huge master suite with dressing area, walk in 
closet,  full bathroom, sliders to a private balcony, and an 
open loft.  There is also a second bedroom, full bathroom  
laundry room, and ample  storage . Centrally located near 
Clark, Cranford, Scotch Plains and Westfield, where shop-
ping, dining, and entertainment are plentiful. Presented for: 
$310,000.

2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to  
Coldwell  Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company.  Equal Housing  Opportunity.  

Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Kathryn Rivera Named
Valedictorian

PLAINFIELD – Kathryn L. Rivera,
of Westfield, was the valedictorian of
the JFK Medical Center Muhlenberg
Harold B. and Dorothy A. Snyder
School of Nursing, Class of 2012.
Kathryn was the Carolyn Jean Hamm
Award recipient for the highest grade
point average.

More than 300 people, including
families and friends of the graduates,
dignitaries, School of Nursing fac-
ulty and other staff, were on hand for
the June 7 ceremony at Union County
College in Cranford.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-10803-11
FILE NO. 13626-11

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
JOSSIE LOPEZ; JAJAIRA MINAYA;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which US BANK CUST FOR
CCTS CAPITAL, LLC is the plaintiff and
JORGE DURAN, ET ALS; are defendants,
pending in the Superior Court of New Jer-
sey, Chancery Division, UNION County
and bearing Docket No. F-10803-11 within
thirty-five (35) days after June 14, 2012
exclusive of such date. If you fail to answer
or appear in accordance with Rule 4:4-6,
Judgment by Default may be rendered
against you for relief demanded in the
Amended Complaint. You shall file your
Answer and Proof of Service in duplicate
with the Clerk of the Superior Court of New
Jersey, Hughes Justice Complex - CN
971, Trenton, New Jersey 08625, in accor-
dance with the Rules of Civil Practice and
Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax

sale certificate:
1. A certain tax certificate 10-130, sold

on 12/2/2009, dated 12/8/2009, and was
recorded on 2/8/2010 in Book 12862 at
Page 47, made by MARIA GLAVAN, Col-
lector of Taxes of PLAINFIELD, and State
of New Jersey to US BANK CUST FOR
CCTS CAPITAL, LLC and subsequently
assigned to plaintiff, US BANK CUST FOR
CCTS CAPITAL, LLC. This covers real
estate located in PLAINFIELD, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 13 BLOCK 152 as shown on the
Tax Assessment Map and Tax Map dupli-
cate of PLAINFIELD and concerns pre-
mises commonly known as 1628 - 30 WEST
3RD STREET, PLAINFIELD, New Jersey.

YOU, JOSSIE LOPEZ, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on September 1, 1992, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Passaic
County, by Jossie Lopez against George
Duran. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-177687-1991, CS21139086A.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, JAJAIRA MINAYA, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on November 3, 2000, a child
support judgment was entered in the Su-
perior Court of New Jersey, Passaic
County, by Jajaira Minaya against Jorge
Duran. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-212721-2000, CS22471859A.
Said judgment is subordinate to the
Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED: June 8, 2012

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $74.97

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on MON-
DAY, JUNE 25, 2012, at 7:30 pm, in
Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains to hear the
application/proposal of the Scotch Plains
Recreation Department for improvements
at Brookside Park, Hetfield Avenue, Block
9901, Lot 1 who proposes to repave the
existing U-shaped driveway in front of the
park and add some additional parking spots
off the driveway. There are also plans to
install a berm with trees in front of Brookside
Park along Hetfield Avenue and add a
walking path around part of the park.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during normal office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $22.95

Notre Dame Announces
Dean’s List

NOTRE DAME, Ind. – Notre Dame
University announced Allison
Oberlander of Westfield was named
to the Mendoza College of Business
Dean’s List for the spring 2012 se-
mester.

Students who achieve dean’s hon-
ors represent the top 30 percent of
students in their college.

PTSO, WHS Birdhouse
Auction Big Success

WESTFIELD - This past spring,
students at Westfield High School
(WHS) participated in a unique
fundraiser benefiting the arts. Initi-
ated by the WHS PTSO, students and
faculty decorated 35 wood bird-
houses. A silent auction was held, in
conjunction with the annual Rotary
Breakfast in March and the funds
raised were used to purchase 15 new
metal easels.

The PTSO thanks the community
for their support as all the houses
were sold. The PTSO and art depart-
ment art planning to hold another
similar fundraiser with a different
item being crafted in March of 2013.

GOOD USE...Westfield High School art students put new metal easels to good
use. The easels were purchased using funds raised by the sale of 35 wood
birdhouses decorated by students and faculty and sold at a silent auction held in
conjunction with the annual Rotary Breakfast in March.

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Morrissey Graduates
From Messiah College
GRANTHAM, Penn. — Westfield

resident Gregory Morrissey was one
of 642 students to graduate from
Messiah College on May 12 during
the college’s annual commencement.

Gregory graduated with a degree
in humanities.

Gerckens Graduates
From Marymount

ARLINGTON, Va. - Marymount
University is proud to announce that
Jennifer Gerckens, of Westfield, earned
an M.A. in Forensic Psychology.

Ohio Wesleyan
Announces Dean’s List

DELAWARE, OH – Ohio
Wesleyan University is pleased to
announce Katherine Zdenek of
Westfield was named to the 2012
spring semester Dean’s List.

To qualify for Dean’s List recogni-
tion, Ohio Wesleyan students must
achieve a grade point average of 3.5
or better on a 4.0 scale in all appli-
cable classes.
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1 East Broad Street

Westfield, New Jersey

908-233-9570
www.wesleyhall.org

Accepting enrollment for our
Kindergarten Connection Program

For School Year 2012-2013

Tuesday-Thursday between 12:45 – 2:45

(An afternoon enrichment program
for children attending morning public school 

kindergarten)

TRANSPORTATION FROM LINCOLN SCHOOL

TO WESLEY HALL

 WILL BE AVAILABLE.

Tuesdays: Road Trip Across America

Wednesdays: Math Munchers

Thursdays: Flight To France

Call or e-mail for more information
Registration deadline: June 25, 2012

SPACE AVAILABLE IN OUR
FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM

CONGRATS GRADS…On June 2, Union Catholic High School graduated 175
seniors. Pictured, left to right, at top, are: Marty Davidson II of Fanwood, Ryan
Coughlan of Scotch Plains, David Schanz, James Weyand, Juliette Monroy,
Michael Fuchs, and Jonathan Riedinger. Bottom, left to right, are: Shannon
Streisel of Clark, Caroline Valenzano of Cranford, Catherine Bree, Ann Cierpial,
Kendra Simcox of Westfield, Adrianna DeGazon, and Kelly Schulhafer.

SCOTCH PLAINS —On June 2,
Union Catholic High School (UC)
graduated 175 seniors. The Class of
2012 received a total of $18,019,803
in college scholarships and awards.
Gabrielle Aquino of Rahway was
named Valedictorian and Kimberly
Esguerra of Union was named Salu-
tatorian.

The guest speaker, UC alum Tif-
fany Wilson, Class of 1990, congratu-
lated seniors for all that they already
have and will accomplish, and urged
them to live lives of service. She
spoke of her own life of service as an
Assistant Prosecutor in Union County,

Board Chair of the Girl Scouts Heart
of New Jersey Council, and member
of the Union Catholic School Con-
sultative Board. She told seniors to
“stay true to your values, look be-
yond yourself to the world around
you and ask how you can help.”

Valedictorian Gabrielle Aquino
echoed these sentiments, saying to
seniors, “Don’t ever give up on a life
you can be proud of, and try to make
an impact on the world and a name
for yourself, always staying thank-
ful for the blessings you have re-
ceived.”

Union Catholic seniors also at-
tended the Baccalaureate Liturgy on
June 1, where Reverend Joseph
Mancini celebrated mass.

Westfield Rotary Awards
Scholarships to Seniors

WESTFIELD – Westfield Public
Schools Superintendent Dr. Marga-
ret Dolan and Westfield High School
Principal, Peter Renwick, were hon-
ored guests June 5 as the Westfield
Rotary Club Foundation presented
19 local college-bound students with
scholarships totaling $84,000 at the
organization’s annual Scholarship
Awards Luncheon held at the
Westfield Area YMCA.

Liz Ensslin, chairman of the
foundation’s scholarship committee,
presided over the scholarship pre-
sentations in collaboration with the
selection committee comprised of
Rotarians Nancy Jackson, Marcus
Millet, Mary Ellen O’Boyle, Lowell
Schantz, Margaret Subhas and Dr.
Elaine Swingle. Criteria for consid-
eration, according to Ensslin, are
based on academic achievement, ser-
vice to the community and financial
need. Recipients must be residents of
the town who are graduating seniors
enrolled in an accredited high school.

Ray Kostyack, who is chairman of
the Rotary foundation board, states
that more than $2.3 million has been
awarded to Westfield scholars since
the inception of the scholarship fund
in 1923. He explains, “Rotary’s group
of scholarships are financed by pro-
ceeds from the club’s yearly Pancake
Breakfast and Grand Raffle and a
managed fund comprised of dona-
tions and bequests by Rotarians, their
families and friends. The club
foundation’s Scholarship Committee
also administers several scholarships
on behalf of the community-based
Westfield Foundation.”

On behalf of The Westfield Founda-
tion, two top scholarships were awarded
in memory of Charles and Florence
Wallace totaling $15,000 each to be
paid over the course of four years. They
went to Jason Isbit who will attend the
University of St. Andrews in Scotland
and to Rory Fitzpatrick who will attend
Princeton University. A $10,000 schol-
arship honoring Westfield Rotarians
Living and Deceased was awarded to
Keyanna Simmons who will attend
Howard University.

A scholarship in Memory of Rotarian
Harry Sturcke valued at $5,000 went to
Katrina Kudick who will attend the
University of Southern California. A
Sturcke scholarship combined with
one in Memory of Linda Read for a
student preparing for a career in the
health sciences totaling $5,000 was
presented by Pamela and David Read
to Michael Mondon who is going to
the University of Rochester. Jason Qin
also received a $5,000 combination of

Sturcke and Linda Read memorial
scholarships. He will attend Princeton
University. Alexandra Jason was pre-
sented with a $3,000 Linda Read schol-
arship; she will attend Oberlin Col-
lege.

The Winifred and Robert Read Law
Scholarship was presented by Mr. and
Mr. Read to Kathryn Fazio who will
attend Rutgers University. She re-
ceived $3,000. Matias Werner will
attend Cornell University and received
$2,000 from Rotary in Memory of
Weyman Steengrafe.

The $2,500 Scholarship in Memory
of Chester A. Gerdes, a fund managed
by the Westfield Foundation, was pre-
sented to Sarah Chandler who will
attend Colgate University. Kavita
Mehta, who will attend Carnegie
Mellon University, and Madeline
Chandler who will attend Dickinson
College each received $2,500 Sturcke
scholarships.

Wallace $2,500 scholarships were
awarded to Kevin Ingram, who is
headed to The College of New Jersey,
and to Thomas Wolski who will attend
Ramapo College. John Kirna, who is
going to Bucknell University, received
$2,500. Sarah Ramire, who will at-
tend Providence College, received
$2,000 honoring Rotarians Living and
Deceased. Leonides Tolias received
the $1,500 Scholarship in Honor of
Emerson Thomas and will go to
Princeton University. Receiving
$1,500 scholarships in Honor of
Rotarians Living and Deceased were
Zachary Goldfarb, who is going to
Rutgers University and Markian
Borkowsky for Boston University.

WELL DONE…Nineteen graduating seniors were presented with a total of
$84,000 in college scholarships at Westfield Rotary Club Foundation’s Annual
Scholarship Luncheon held at Westfield Area YMCA on June 5.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the
Westfield Public Schools will receive bids
for Chimney Restoration at Tamaques
Elementary School (FVHD#4321), 641
Willow Grove Road, and Masonry and
Chimney Restoration the Board Office
Building (FVHD#4322), 302 Elm Street,
both located Westfield, New Jersey 07090,
together with all work incidental thereto, in
accordance with the requirements of the
drawings and specifications prepared by
Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie, PC (FVHD)
Architects-Planners, www.fvhdpc.com.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED FOR:
SINGLE OVERALL CON-
TRACT (C009/C066)

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
by the Westfield Board of Education, to the
attention of Mr. Vincent Yaniro, Business
Administrator, Room 101, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, until 11:00
AM (Prevailing Time) on June 26, 2012.
Bids will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bidding Documents for the proposed
Work are on file at the office of the Archi-
tect, FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08628, and may be in-
spected by prospective bidders during
regular business hours. Any bidder should
contact the Architect’s Office at (609) 883-
7101 to confirm availability of documents.
The Bidding Documents may be obtained
from the Architect upon deposit of $150.00
(One Hundred Fifty Dollars) for each set,
made payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie. If bidder requests documents to be
shipped, they must provide their direct
shipping account number to the Architect
and a SEPARATE NON-REFUNDABLE
handling charge of $25.00 per set pay-
able in advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC will also be charged. Deposit
will be refunded if the bidding documents
are returned in whole, bound and in good
condition and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting bona fide bid. All questions
must be sent ONLY via mail or fac-
simile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn
to the order of the Owner for not less than

ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,
but in no case in excess of $20,000.00;
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with P.L. 1995, c.384 (amending N.J.S.A.
2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144, effective Janu-
ary 10, 1996) and with the three highest
rating categories of rating companies na-
tionally recognized and listed as per Ap-
pendix A (go to www.nj.gov/dobi/
surey.htm).

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the bid open-
ing date.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq.  pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L.
1975, c.127), and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.
and all duly adopted Affirmative Action
Regulations.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $107.10

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the
Westfield Public Schools will receive bids
for Stage Rigging Renovations at the
Westfield High School (FVHD#4323),
550 Dorian Road, Westfield, New Jersey
07090, together with all work incidental
thereto, in accordance with the require-
ments of the drawings and specifications
prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins Duthie,
PC (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED FOR:
SINGLE OVERALL CON-
TRACT (C009/C112)

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
by the Westfield Board of Education, to the
attention of Mr. Vincent Yaniro, Business
Administrator, Room 101, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, until 11:30
AM (Prevailing Time) on June 26, 2012.
Bids will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bidding Documents for the proposed
Work are on file at the office of the Archi-
tect, FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08628, and may be in-
spected by prospective bidders during
regular business hours. Any bidder should
contact the Architect’s Office at (609) 883-
7101 to confirm availability of documents.
The Bidding Documents may be obtained
from the Architect upon deposit of $150.00
(One Hundred Fifty Dollars) for each set,
made payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie. If bidder requests documents to be
shipped, they must provide their direct
shipping account number to the Architect
and a SEPARATE NON-REFUNDABLE
handling charge of $25.00 per set pay-
able in advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC will also be charged. Deposit
will be refunded if the bidding documents
are returned in whole, bound and in good
condition and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting bona fide bid. All questions
must be sent ONLY via mail or fac-
simile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn
to the order of the Owner for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,

but in no case in excess of $20,000.00;
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with P.L. 1995, c.384 (amending N.J.S.A.
2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144, effective Janu-
ary 10, 1996) and with the three highest
rating categories of rating companies na-
tionally recognized and listed as per Ap-
pendix A (go to www.nj.gov/dobi/
surey.htm).

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the bid open-
ing date.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq.  pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L.
1975, c.127), and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.
and all duly adopted Affirmative Action
Regulations.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $105.57

PUBLIC NOTICE

Students Aid Homeless Shelter
With Children’s Library

BOOK SMART...Lindsey Wilkinson and Kristen Northrup, National Honor
Society (NHS) members of the Class of 2013 at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, created a children’s library for the Ozanam Family Shelter located in
Edison. Pictured,  left to right, are:  Cynthia Bagner of Ozanam Family Shelter,
Kristen,  a young resident, and Lindsey.

SCOTCH PLAINS — Lindsey
Wilkinson and Kristen Northrup, Na-
tional Honor Society (NHS) members
of the Class of 2013 at Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, created a
children’s library for the Ozanam Fam-
ily Shelter located in Edison.

The Ozanam Family Shelter is a
Catholic Charities homeless shelter,
which is part of the Diocese of
Metuchen. The desire to work with
less fortunate children and to foster a
love of reading led the students to
address this community need for their
junior year NHS project.

The girls promoted literacy through
the donation of over 1,200 books for
children of all ages. They received

book donations from St. Helen’s
Church in Westfield and Immaculate
Heart of Mary in Scotch Plains, their
respective parishes, as well as from
family, neighbors, and local Girl
Scouts. Due to the large number of
donated books collected, the girls pur-
chased and assembled a bookcase for
the new library. They categorized all
of the books by age level and labeled
the shelves for ease of use, leaving
room for future donations.

Kristen and Lindsey provided a fun
morning at the shelter, which engaged
the children in reading and introduced
them to the new library. The girls read
books to the young residents and led
crafts that corresponded with each story.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF EDUCATION

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT the
Westfield Public Schools will receive bids
for Automatic Temperature Control
Upgrades at Westfield High School
(FVHD#4320), 550 Dorian Road, Westfield,
New Jersey 07090, together with all work
incidental thereto, in accordance with the
requirements of the drawings and specifi-
cations prepared by Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC (FVHD) Architects-Planners,
www.fvhdpc.com.

BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED FOR:
SINGLE OVERALL CON-
TRACT (C039/C043)

SEALED BIDS WILL BE RECEIVED
by the Westfield Board of Education, to the
attention of Mr. Vincent Yaniro, Business
Administrator, Room 101, 302 Elm Street,
Westfield, New Jersey 07090, until 12:00
PM (Prevailing Time) on June 26, 2012.
Bids will be publicly opened and read im-
mediately thereafter.

Bidding Documents for the proposed
Work are on file at the office of the Archi-
tect, FVHD, 1515 Lower Ferry Road, Tren-
ton, New Jersey 08628, and may be in-
spected by prospective bidders during
regular business hours. Any bidder should
contact the Architect’s Office at (609) 883-
7101 to confirm availability of documents.
The Bidding Documents may be obtained
from the Architect upon deposit of $150.00
(One Hundred Fifty Dollars) for each set,
made payable to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie. If bidder requests documents to be
shipped, they must provide their direct
shipping account number to the Architect
and a SEPARATE NON-REFUNDABLE
handling charge of $25.00 per set pay-
able in advance to Fraytak Veisz Hopkins
Duthie, PC will also be charged. Deposit
will be refunded if the bidding documents
are returned in whole, bound and in good
condition and returned within ten (10) days
after the opening of bids, by a Bidder
submitting bona fide bid. All questions
must be sent ONLY via mail or fac-
simile at (609) 883-2694 with the job
number referenced.

Bid Proposal shall be submitted in sepa-
rate sealed envelopes for each contract:
(1) addressed to the owner, (2) bearing the
name and address of the bidder written on
the face of the envelope, and (3) clearly
marked “BID” with the contract title and/or
bid number on the outside of the envelope
and must be accompanied by a Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check or Bid Bond drawn
to the order of the Owner for not less than
ten percent (10%) of the amount of the bid,

but in no case in excess of $20,000.00;
and must be delivered to the above place
on or before the hour named. The Board of
Education and the Architect assume no
responsibility for bids mailed or misdirected
in delivery.

Pursuant to N.J.S.A. 18A:18A-25, each
proposal shall be accompanied by a Propo-
sition of Surety from a Surety Company
stating it will provide each bidder with
separate Performance and Payment
Bonds, each in the amount of 100% of the
contract sum. Also, Surety agrees to fur-
nish Bidder with a Maintenance Bond in
required form. The Proposition of Surety
shall be executed by an approved surety
company authorized to do business in the
State of New Jersey and in accordance
with P.L. 1995, c.384 (amending N.J.S.A.
2A:44-143 and 2A:44-144, effective Janu-
ary 10, 1996) and with the three highest
rating categories of rating companies na-
tionally recognized and listed as per Ap-
pendix A (go to www.nj.gov/dobi/
surey.htm).

If the bid exceeds $20,000.00 bidder
must be pre-qualified by the New Jersey
Division of Property Management and
Construction (DPMC), prior to the date that
bids are received. Any bid submitted un-
der the terms of New Jersey statutes not
including a copy of a valid and active Pre-
qualification/Classification Certificate will
be rejected as being non-responsive to bid
requirements.

All contractors and subcontractors must
provide a Business Registration Certifi-
cate (BRC) per N.J.S.A. 52:32-44. The
BRC must be on file prior to the bid open-
ing date.

Bidding shall be in conformance with the
applicable requirements of N.J.S.A.
18A:18A-1 et seq.  pertaining to the “Public
School Contracts Law.”

All bidders shall comply with The New
Jersey Prevailing Wage Act N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.25 et seq. (P.L. 1963, c.150).

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 (P.L.
1975, c.127), and N.J.A.C. 17:27-1 et seq.
and all duly adopted Affirmative Action
Regulations.

No bid may be withdrawn for a period of
sixty (60) days after the date set for the
opening thereof. The right is reserved to
reject any or all bids or to waive informality
in the bidding if it is in the interest of the
School District to do so.

BY ORDER OF THE WESTFIELD
BOARD OF EDUCATION UNION
COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

Vincent Yaniro
Interim Business Administrator

Board Secretary
1 T - 6/14/12, The Leader Fee: $105.57

PUBLIC NOTICE

Frizell Graduates From
Brooklyn Law

BROOKLYN, N.Y. – Catherine
McGuire Frizell, graduated from
Brooklyn Law School on June 1.
Catherine is the daughter of Meg
Paradise and David Frizell formerly
of Westfield.

Catherine received the Academic
Progress Prize, awarded by the fac-
ulty to the member of the graduating
class who has made the most sub-
stantial academic progress during his
or her law studies, and the Judge I.
Leo Glasser Prize, awarded to the
members of the graduating class who
have evinced a strong commitment to
public interest law.

Washington and Lee
Awards Degrees

LEXINGTON, Va. – Washington
and Lee University awarded degrees
to 401 graduates in commencement
exercises on May 24, on the
University’s historic Front Campus.
The following students were among
the degree recipients: Claire Eliza-
beth Moryan of Westfield; Katherine
MacDonald Roberts of Westfield.

College of St. Elizabeth
Announces Grads

MORRISTOWN - The following
local residents received degrees from
the College of Saint Elizabeth during
its 2012 Commencement:

Dominique Collucci of Cranford
received a Bachelors of Arts in Art.

Joyce Reis of Mountainside re-
ceived a Bachelors of Science in
Business Administration.

Jacqueline Riley of Westfield re-
ceived a Masters of Arts in Educa-
tional Leadership.

Janelle Smith of Westfield received
a Bachelors of Science in Foods and
Nutrition.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on MON-
DAY, JUNE 25, 2012, at 7:30 pm., in
Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains to hear the
application and proposal of the Scotch
Plains Recreation Department for improve-
ments at Kramer Manor Park, Evelyn
Street, Block 8802, Lot 10 who proposes to
replace the existing thirty (30) foot light
stations on the tennis and basketball courts
with six (6) new sixty (60) foot high light
stations and color coat and crack repair of
the tennis and basketball courts.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The plans pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Panning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during normal office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $22.44

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the
Planning Board of the Township of Scotch
Plains will hold a Public Hearing on MON-
DAY, JUNE 25, 2012 AT 7:30 pm, in
Council Chambers, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains to hear the
Final Site Plan application of Temple Sha-
lom which proposes to construct a fully
conforming temple on property located at
1925 Lake Avenue, Block 12902, Lot 14,
R-1 Zone. Preliminary Site Plan approval
was granted by the Planning Board on
June 14, 2010. The Temple is permitted as
a Conditional Use under Township Ordi-
nance 23-3.5c(3) and fully conforms to the
Conditional Use requirements for Ordi-
nance 23-5.2b.

All interested persons may be present
and be heard. The file pertaining to this
application is in the Office of the Planning
Board and is available for public inspec-
tion during normal office hours.

Barbara Horev, Secretary
Planning Board

1 T - 6/14/12, The Times Fee: $23.97

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.com

Union Catholic Holds Commencement
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500 NORTH AVE. E, WESTFIELD, NJ 07090

Build a Summer Art Program
For Your Kids

•   Four convenient two-week sessions
• Classes Monday thru Thursday
• Beginning June 25th
• Drawing • Painting • Sculpture
• Collage • Cartooning and more
• Great kid’s art parties

A Fun-filled Art Workshop Experience

908-654-5663 Call for info & brochure

www.artlabforkids.com

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel”
First Class Accommodations

4 popcorns

WF Community Band Begins
Centennial Summer Series

Fanwood Poet Adele Kenny
Receives International Award

WESTFIELD LANDMARKS…Ricardo Roig, of Westfield, created a series of
limited edition hand cut screen prints highlighting Westfield’s famed landmarks
that will be available at the Evalyn Dunn Gallery in Westfield. Pictured,
“Arcanum Hall” is the first of the series.

FANWOOD – Fanwood poet,
Adele Kenny, has been awarded the
International Book Award in poetry
for her book, “What
Matters.”

“What Matters” is a
collection of poems that
deal with memory, mor-
tality and survival.
Former United States
Poet Laureate Robert
Pinsky wrote of the
book, “These poems are
eloquent, candid,
straightforward and
genuine.” Pulitzer Prize
winner Stephen Dunn
wrote that the poems are
“finely wrought meditations on grief
and loss.”

Ms. Kenny is the author of 23 books
(poetry and nonfiction). Her poems
have appeared in journals worldwide,
as well as in books and anthologies.
Her awards and honors include two
poetry fellowships from the New Jer-
sey State Arts Council, a Merton Po-
etry of the Sacred Award, first place
Merit Book and Henderson awards, a
Writer’s Digest Poetry Award, and a
Women of Excellence Award from
the Union County Commission on

the Status of Women for her work in
the arts and humanities.

One of her poems appeared on the
Rialto West Theater mar-
quee in New York City
as part of the 42nd Street
Art Project, and one of
her antiques reference
books was cited by
Home and Garden Tele-
vision.

A former creative writ-
ing professor and sec-
ondary-level English and
gifted education teacher,
Ms. Kenny also taught
report writing at the John
H. Stamler Police Acad-

emy in Scotch Plains and she has
worked as a poet-in-residence, grant
writer, grants review panelist, and
workshop leader for various agencies
and organizations.

Adele Kenny is poetry editor of
Tiferet Journal and founding director
of the Carriage House Poetry Series at
the Kuran Arts Center in Fanwood. In
March, Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr
and the Fanwood Borough Council
announced Ms. Kenny’s appointment
as Fanwood’s Poet Laureate. “What
Matters” is available via Amazon.com.

Adele Kenny

NJWA Summer Workshop
Offers Collage of Courses

WESTFIELD — Whether stu-
dents are fascinated by histories,
mysteries, recipes or strategies, there
is something for everyone at the
New Jersey Workshop for the Arts
Summer Workshop.

In addition to the traditional
courses in the areas of art, music
and drama, the Workshop offers cre-
ative ways of approaching other ar-
eas. Those interested in Historical
Hauntings will embark on a tour of
haunted history, where strange oc-
currences and unexplainable phe-
nomena are commonplace.

If challenges between kings,
queens and knights are a priority,
then Chess would be the choice.
Campers who enroll in Strategy
Games will experience the challenge
and excitement of both traditional
and modern strategies to apply to
decision-making and tactical skills.

Cooking Courses abound at the
Summer Workshop. Students in the
Pre-k, kindergarten and grade 1
workshops will have cooking as part
of their curriculum. Chefs in other
grades will learn to cook unique and
creative recipes in Snack Attack,
while those who participate in Sweet
Tooth learn to make purely delight-
ful confections. Confectionery art-
ists will also become skilled at culi-
nary decorating techniques in Cup-
cake Zone.

The 2012 program will be held at
Roosevelt Intermediate School in
Westfield, from June 27 until July

31. Classes are held from 8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Early morning drop
off is available and students may
also enroll in Afternoon Adventures,
a program in conjunction with the
Westfield YMCA.

V i s i t
NJWASummerWorkshop.com to
view, download or print the 2012
NJWA Summer Workshop bro-
chure and application. Completed
applications should be mailed or
delivered to New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts at the address indicated
on the form.

For additional information, call
(908) 518-1551, e-mail
NJWA.SummerWorkshop@gmail.com
or visit the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts studios at 150-152 E.
Broad Street, Westfield.

PROUD MOMENT…Westfield High School senior, Daniel Mandelbaum, win-
ner of the Westfield Art Association’s Fine Arts Award for “Stripe and Reflection
Study” pictured, second from top, poses with parents Mary Jo McShane and Roy
Mandelbaum. Minuetto Musical Festival

Set for June 26-30

MUSIC FESTIVAL…The inaugural Minuetto Music Festival will take place
June 26-30 in the air-conditioned comfort of Central Presbyterian Church in
Summit. All concerts are at 7:30 p.m. 70 Maple Street, Summit. Tickets: $25 for
the three concerts. Call (908) 264-5324 for information and tickets or visit
www.continuoarts.com for more information.

SUMMIT — The inaugural
Minuetto Music Festival will take
place June 26-30 in the air-condi-
tioned comfort of Central Presbyte-
rian Church in Summit. Presented
by the Continuo Arts Foundation,
the Festival comprises three con-
certs: The Milton Cross Young Art-
ists Showcase June 26, The Judy
Kang CD Release Concert June 28
and the Finale Concert June 30.

The finale concert includes selec-
tions from The Tales of Hoffman, La
Traviata and Bernstein’s Chichester

Psalms. Artistic Directors are
Candace Wicke of Continuo Arts
and Beverly Coulter from Miami’s
Riunite Opera. Sponsors are the
Grand Summit Hotel, Investors
Bank, Overlook Medical Center,
Hilltop Bank and Peapack Gladstone
Bank.

All concerts are at 7:30 p.m. 70
Maple Street, Summit. Tickets: $25
for the three concerts. Call (908) 264-
5324 for information and tickets or
visit www.continuoarts.com for more
information.

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Community Band, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Thomas Connors, begins
their Centennial Summer Concert
Season on Thursday, June 28, at 7:30
p.m.

Throughout this milestone season,
the band will highlight music from
all musical genres including marches,
music from the early 20th century,
marches, Broadway musicals and
contemporary symphonic works
amongst its many selections.

In the opening of their summer
season, the band will feature its first
of many Broadway musical high-
lights of the season including Lerner
and Loewe’s “My Fair Lady”. The
1956 Broadway hit was based on
George Bernard Shaw’s play
Pygmalion and relates the story of
Eliza Doolittle. Well known songs
within the arrangement include, “Get
Me to the Church on Time”, “With a
Little Bit of Luck”, and “I Could
Have Danced All Night.”

Another musical feature includes
“Pineapple Poll”, which is a Gilbert
and Sullivan inspired comic ballet,

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Enjoying the profound and humor-
ous insights about one’s golden years
so charmingly assayed by John
Madden’s “The Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel,” it occurred that this film should
be mandatory viewing for anyone with
a civic sense. While seniors will enjoy
the concurrence of truths they’ve
learned, young folks should benefit
most from its wisdom.

Apparently, none of the characters
etched here by a fine ensemble of
grade A British thespians saw that
dooming sign in the grocery stores,
barber shops and auto garages of their
youth that read, “We grow old too soon
and smart too late.” For in 21st Century
England, approaching the precipice of
their last act, they are all painfully
unprepared.

For most it’s money. In a comical,
expository scene, being shown a hum-
drum example of over 55 housing
mediocrity, Penelope Wilton’s Jean
Ainslie exclaims, “Thirty years in the
Civil Service and this is what we can
afford?” For others it’s a dream unful-
filled, an inability to adjust, or, as in
Grahame Dashwood’s case, a past af-
fair never reconciled.

Had Arthur Hailey added to his “Air-
port” and “Hotel” a work he might
have called “Active Adult Commu-
nity,” odds are it’d mirror what novelist
Deborah Moggach so affably achieved
in “These Foolish Things,” here trans-
posed to the screen by Ol Parker as
“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel.” A
bunch of people share a bunch of prob-
lems.

Mad as hell and not willing to take it
anymore, to paraphrase Peter Finch’s
newscaster Howard Beale in “Net-
work” (1976), our splendid dramatis
personae decide to make some destiny
modifications. Having all learned about
the title residence in India through
colorfully descriptive, exalting bro-
chures, it’s there they will outsource
their retirement.

Although widow Evelyn
Greenslade, sharply portrayed by Judi
Dench, hasn’t quite resorted to eating
cat food, yet, her dear departed, finan-
cially irresponsible spouse has left her
little choice. The same situation pretty
much applies to the aforementioned
public servant and her Casper Milque-
toast of a spouse, Douglas, caringly
played by Bill Nighy.

Continuing down the line, the great
Maggie Smith’s Muriel Donnelly has
a bad hip and a broken heart after being
told by the family whose children she
raised and accounts she kept in order
for over thirty years that her services

would no longer be needed. Putting her
rabid xenophobia aside for the mo-
ment, the hip replacement is a real steal
in India.

And then for some, the decision to
export one’s future has, in varying de-
gree, a sexual connotation. Pretty Marge
Hardcastle (Celia Imrie), like Tennes-
see Williams’s Blanche Dubois, has
always relied on the kindness of strang-
ers to ensure her sense of wellbeing.
Whereas Ronald Pickup’s wily Norman
Cousins is just an old rake on the make.

Running counterpoint to these sagas
of the silver-haired set is the story of
their ambitious host, Sonny, the young-
est of several Indian brothers, all of
whom have achieved some sort of suc-
cess. Played by Dev Patel, the peren-
nial optimist hopes to make his fortune
and so impress his mom that she ac-
cedes to his love of the lesser caste
Sunaina (Tena Desae).

But it won’t be easy. Sonny some-
what overstated the beauteous attributes
of the Marigold, which is neither best
nor exotic in the conventional sense of
those adjectives. Like that first house
the realtor showed you, just to set you
up for the realities of the market, this is
a fixer-upper extraordinaire. Insofar as
Mom, well, she’s Babbitt in a sari.

Of course the rambling hotel, replete
with tons of great old columns, al-
coves, nooks and rooms bereft of doors
is an architectural metaphor, its blighted
state begging to rise up from the ashes
and realize its potential glory. Thus it
follows that, like Dorothy’s pals in
“The Wizard of Oz” (1939), each so-
journer hopes to find what’s lacking in
his or her life.

Reminded of the adage, “There, but
for the grace of G-d, go I,” our souls
demand we root for them, both as
fictitious characters and because of the
real world shame they represent. You
want to wave their plight under the
haughty noses of Social Darwinists the
way the Ghost of Christmas Present
revealed to Scrooge the indigent tots
under his robe.

It is muckraking in its politest, most
savvy form, a synergy of Western and
Eastern sentiment woven into a com-
pelling cry for redress. Although the
faucets leak, the phones don’t work
and the food is a bit spicier than you’re
used to, just chalk it up as part of the
overall charm that makes “The Best
Exotic Marigold Hotel” a four-star film
destination.

…
“The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel,”

rated PG-13, is a Fox Searchlight Pic-
tures release directed by John Madden
and stars Judi Dench, Tom Wilkinson and
Dev Patel. Running time: 124 minutes

based on a collection of Gilbert and
Sullivan works from the late 1870s,
including H.M.S. Pinafore. Addi-
tional selections for the evening in-
clude “Sea Songs,” by Ralph Vaughan
Williams, and the Fanfare from
“Sinfonia No. IV”, by Bruce Yurko.
The band’s summer concert series
continues for the next three weeks
with the Independence Day Celebra-
tion on Thursday, July 5, followed by
concerts on July 12 and 19.

Admission is free and audience
members are encouraged to bring
blankets or chairs. Concerts are held
on the gazebo in Mindowaskin Park,
next to 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield. In the event of inclement
weather, the concert will be held in
the Community Room of the
Westfield Municipal Building, next
to the park.

The Westfield Community Band is
sponsored by the Westfield Recre-
ation Department, Bruce Kaufman,
Director. For more information, con-
tact (908) 789-4080 or go to the band’s
website at
westfieldcommunityband.com

Westfield Community Band

Photo courtesy of Paul Deroo
FINE ART…Westfield High School
senior, Robert Capaldo, winner of the
Lougod Award presented by Paul
Deroo at the Senior Fine Arts Awards
Night on May 30, for his artwork “The
Tricycle.”

GOTTA FIND MY CORNER OF THE SKY…Matt Lynn, who played the title
role of Pippin, was nominated for Outstanding Performance by an Actor in a
Leading Role at the Paper Mill Playhouse Rising Star Awards held June 4.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

Courtesy of Alex Cena
PRE-PROM...A  Westfield High School pre-prom party is held at the O’Leary  residence on Lawrence Avenue in Westfield.
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For more surprising Overlook stories, visit 
www.NoSurpriseItsOverlook.org

When Jeff rey Hamilton developed prostate cancer, it was no surprise that he had 
it treated at Overlook Medical Center. After all, Overlook was the fi rst medical center
in the tri-state area to off er CyberKnife®. And it’s a world leader in the number of
patients treated with this technology. A minimally invasive cancer treatment based 
on NASA technology, CyberKnife® delivers high doses of radiation with pinpoint
accuracy and minimal side eff ects. Jeff rey knew that it had a very high success rate
treating prostate cancer. And today, for Jeff rey, it’s Houston, we no longer have a problem.

- Jeffrey Hamilton
Westfi eld, New Jersey 

Westfield High School’s Pippin
Wins Multiple Rising Stars Awards
By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — While Broad-
way stars were preparing for their
musical numbers to present at the
Tony Awards on Sunday night, ear-
lier that week theatre students in
New Jersey prepared for their own
version of the Tonys at Paper Mill
Playhouse in Milburn. The Rising
Stars Awards held June 4 saw a
packed audience of parents, stu-
dents and other supporters.

The production of Pippin by
Westfield High School (WHS) was
among the top nominees that night
with a whopping 12 nominations
and won eight categories. The win-
ners included: Asher Horowitz for
Outstanding Achievement in

Graphic Design; Alexa Derman for
Outstanding Hair and Makeup
Achievement; Rebecca Skowron for
Outstanding Performance in a Fea-
tured Role; Bernadette Hopen for
Student Achievement as Stage Man-
ager and Alison Antonelli for Stu-
dent Achievement as Costume De-
signer; Samantha Hahn for Out-
standing Achievement in Choreog-
raphy/Musical Staging; and Geoff
Ko for Outstanding Performance
by an Actor in a Supporting Role
and Outstanding Performance by a
Chorus.

Because the production of Pip-
pin was one of the top seven nomi-
nations for Best Overall Produc-
tion of a Musical, Westfield High
School was awarded a Tiffany plate
in honor of that achievement. The
top honor went to Gill St. Bernard’s
School with their production of The
Mystery of Edwin Drood.

of 2012, winner of the stage manag-
ing award said. “I’ve learned so much
and so many skills – working with
others, management and delegation
of duties. “We’re [the cast] really a
team and we’re all in it together as
one unit.”

Likewise, Rebecca Skowron, Class
of 2012, who won for her role as
Berthe (and won last year for her role
as the Beggar Woman in WHS’s pro-
duction of Sweeney Todd) plans to
use the base of what she has learned
through four years of drama with
Westfield High School drama teacher
Daniel Devlin. She will attend Ithaca
College in pursuit of a B.F.A.

Geoffrey Ko, Class of 2013, who
won for his role of Charlemagne, the
king in Pippin, said of Mr. Devlin,
and his help in shaping the role, “He
pushed me a lot. I started with the
stock character and then went from
there.” Matt Lynn, who presented a
soulful rendition of “Corner of the
Sky” in his solo at the awards night,
quoted Mr. Devlin. “Things happen
for a reason, Devlin tells us.” The
teen explained what makes theatre all
worthwhile for him stating, “It’s the
internal feeling when you have done
your best, not the awards.”

Mr. Devlin, himself a nominee for
Outstanding Achievement by a Di-
rector, spoke privately after the in-
terview with the four students. “I
encourage the kids to have a passion
about theatre, if that’s what they
plan on doing for the rest of their
lives,” he said. He expressed the grati-
tude he feels for his job as drama
teacher and director of the plays and
musicals at Westfield High School.
“I’m tremendously lucky: I love the-
atre and I love working with kids.
Here, I get to do both.”

And it is clear from the accep-
tance speeches that night that the
feeling is mutual. When Alexa
Derman won for Outstanding Hair
and Makeup Achievement, she
thanked Mr. Devlin “for giving me
the job and having faith in me to be
able to do it.”

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
OUTDOOR ART...Joseph Terrone, an
oil painter from Glen Rock, paints the
Cranford Hotel during Cranford’s
Third Annual “Paint the Town” plein
air painting event.

OMG…”I can’t believe this! Thank
you, Mr. [Daniel] Devlin, for giving me
the job and entrusting me with it,”
winner Alexa Derman said in her ac-
ceptance remarks. She was honored
with the Rising Star Award for Out-
standing Hair and Makeup Achieve-
ment.

IT’S GOOD TO BE KING …Geoff
Ko, who played Charlemagne in Pip-
pin, is honored with Paper Mill
Playhouse’s award for Outstanding
Performance by an Actor in a Support-
ing Role.

SHOUT OUT…“And the first award
of the night, Outstanding Achievement
in Graphic Design, goes to Westfield
High School’s Asher Horowitz.” Here,
Asher gives a shout out to the director,
Daniel Devlin, his parents and his class-
mates who supported him in his efforts
with the design of the playbill.

Photos by Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“We’re really a team and
we’re all in it together as

one unit.”

The night itself was more of a pep
rally than a competition. Each of the
seven productions was presented by
actors in full makeup, hair and cos-
tumes. The top actors and actresses
in leading roles performed portions
of their best solos. Performances met
with screams of delight. It did not
seem like a competition; it was a rally
for the appreciation of everyone’s
talent. The judges loved WHS’s Pip-
pin and kept awarding it accolades
all night long.

In an interview with five of the
Westfield nominees prior to the Ris-
ing Stars, teen after teen minimized
the aspect of winning. Yes, they knew
all about the “It’s just an honor to be
nominated” speech that Tony nomi-
nees spout. These kids really believe
it.

“It’s not about the award or brag-
ging rights,” Bernadette Hopen, Class

IT’S TIME TO START
LIVIN’…Rebecca Skowron, who played
Berthe in Pippin, accepts her Outstand-
ing Performance in a Featured Role and
thanks her director Daniel Devlin and
her cast members.

Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ Draws
Talented Artists and Art Lovers
By MARYLOU MORANO

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Last week, 28
plein air artists, artists who paint in
the open air, participated in “Paint
the Town 2012,” Cranford’s third
annual Plein Air Event and Art Sale,
sponsored by Jersey Central Art
Studios (JCAS).

Artists were selected to partici-
pate in the program by landscape
artist, Joseph McCurl of Cape Cod,
Mass., an acknowledged leader in
the current American landscape
school. The six-day event included
plein air painting of local, Jersey

Shore and Manhattan landscapes.
In addition to painting, partici-

pants were able to screen the film
“The Agony and Ecstasy,” attend
an outdoor Brother John Brown con-
cert and watch Stapleton Kerns, one
of the competing artists, conduct a
landscape painting demonstration
at the Clock Park in downtown
Cranford.

This year’s “Quick Draw,” one of
the event’s signature competitions,
drew over 60 contestants. The con-
test, which was open to the general
public, is a timed two and a half
hour artistic competition held in
downtown Cranford.

Completed paintings were dis-
played and sold at the North Av-
enue train station. First, second and
third prizes were awarded in adult
and under-18 years of age catego-
ries.

As in previous years, the high-
light of the event was a gala and
pre-sale at the Cranford Commu-
nity Center on Saturday evening,
followed by a public show of the
artists’ works on Sunday afternoon.
Mr. McGurl also judged the show’s
160 entries.

Stephanie Amato of Basking
Ridge is a faithful participant of
“Paint the Town,” having been at
the event for all three years. This
year, she decided to paint only
within the Cranford area and set up
her easel at the Cranford Hotel,
Rock’n Joe’s, The Cranford Movie
Theater, The Canoe Club, Williams
Nursery and Trinity Church.

 “Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ is
one of the most exciting and well
organized plein air events I have
participated in,” stated Ms. Amato,
adding that the town and its people,
including volunteers, go out of their
way to support the artists, and wel-

come them into their homes and
businesses.

Joe Gyurcsak, of Mercerville, a
20-year veteran of plein air paint-
ing, participated in “Paint the Town”
for the first time this year.

“It was a very special experience
as the mix of artists involved was
interesting and engaging. Each time
I go out, it is a new experience with
the subject I encounter and paint,”
he said.

Mr. Gyurcsak chose Holly Street,
Dreyer Farm, downtown Cranford,
and his hosts, Jack and Addie Vogel’s
Cranford home’s garden as his sub-
jects.

“The town is very charming, the
people were engaging and the sub-
jects were endless. I could have
stayed a month and had plenty of
material to work from,” said Mr.
Gyurcsak.

David Henderson, a studio painter
with limited plein air experience,
agreed.

“What I’ll take away from this event
are the people of Cranford. To feel so
welcomed and embraced by the town
made the experience for me. I would
do this again every year,” he said.

Deb Leber, president of JCAS pro-
nounced this year’s “Paint the Town”
“tremendously successful.”

“But it’s not only about art, it’s also
about community. An event like this
brings art to the community, but it
also brings community to art,” she
explained.

JCAS, based in Cranford, is a non-
profit group of artists and citizens
dedicated to raising awareness of the
arts and integrating the arts into the
community through education,
events, and economic development.

More information about JCAS is
available on its website,
www.jcas.org.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BACKBONE OF ANY GOOD MUSICAL…Chorus members of Westfield High School’s production of the musical Pippin
accept the 2012 Rising Star Award at the Paper Mill Playhouse for Outstanding Performance by a Chorus on June 4.



Monk’s Painting
973-635-7900

MonksPainting.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

In an interview after winning
the North Jersey, Section 2, Group
3 tournament, with a 7-0, victory
over West Morris on June 1, Cou-
gar senior second baseman Eric
Garguilo told The Westfield
Leader, “We have two more to
go.”

Well, juniors Ryan Williamson
and Chris Folinusz ruined West
Milford’s afternoon as the
Cranford High School baseball
team defeated the 17-8 High-
landers, 7-4, in the Group 3 semi-

final round at Ramapo College in
Mahwah on June 5. Four days
later, the 22-4 Cougars, ranked
15th coming into the game, com-
pleted their mission with a 4-1
victory over Freehold Borough at
Toms River South High School to
regain their Group 3 title that
they had won in 2010.

In the semifinal game against
West Milford, Williamson used
his “metal stick” to thump a two-
run triple. He also scored once.
Folinusz doubled, singled, scored

three times and had an RBI. Jun-
ior Sean Feeney had a pair of
singles and an RBI. Junior An-
drew DiFrancesco scored twice.
Senior Sean McGovern had an
RBI triple. Sophomore Tommy
Trotter drilled an RBI double, and
Garguilo scored once.

Senior pitcher Kurt Rutmayer
(9-1) stood on the mound for six
innings and yielded four runs and
nine hits. Williamson relieved in
the seventh and slammed the
door 1-2-3.

It was Williamson’s turn to take
to the mound against the 18-13
Freehold Borough Colonials.
Williamson, who tossed a three-
hitter in the sectional champion-

FOLINUSZ HAMMERS 2 HOME RUNS; WILLIAMSON TOSSES TWO-HITTER, STRIKES OUT 9

Cougars Top Freehold, 4-1, for Group 3 Championship
ship game against West Morris,
went another step better and
limited the Colonials to only two
hits, while fanning nine, to up his
season record to 6-0.

The Cougars totaled five hits,
and Folinusz made two of them
definitely hurt as he blasted a
solo shot in the fourth inning and
added another solo blast in the
sixth inning.

Feeney scored the Cougars’ first
run in the first inning after whack-
ing a triple and scoring on
DiFrancesco’s RBI ground out. In
the fifth inning, Feeney was also
instrumental in the Cougars third
run when he lofted a sacrifice fly
to leftfield to bring home John
Oblachinski, who reach base on
an error and sped to third on

Garguilo’s bunt single.
Throughout the season,

Rutmayer and Williamson have
been among the state’s most
effective 1-2 punch on the
mound, and senior starter/re-
liever Vinnie Colaneri has added
to that Cougar punch. Folinusz
(9 home runs, 13 doubles, 48
RBI), who has delivered clutch
hits in key games, has been
among the state’s most potent
power hitters and added empha-
sis with his two solo home runs
against Freehold Borough.
Group 3 Semifinal:
Cranford 302 110 0 7
West Milford 100 021 0 4

Group 3 Championship:
Cranford 100 111 0 4
Freehold Boro 000 010 0 1

David B. Corbin (Spring 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
AMONG THE BEST 1-2 PUNCHES IN THE STATE...Cougar senior right hander Kurt Rutmayer, left, and junior left hander Ryan Williamson have been among the state’s best 1-2 punches on the
mound. Rutmayer finished with a 9-1 record and Williamson finished 6-0.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Head Coach Bob Bruno experi-
mented with several shifts in de-
fensive positions, especially in
the outfield, in hopes of finding a
proper fit for the Cranford High
School softball team that fin-
ished with a 14-8 record this
season.

Coach Bruno moved veteran
senior Emily Snyder to sure up
leftfield. Sophomores Jess Casale
and Kerry Wischusen occupied
centerfield and right field, re-
spectively. Juniors Julie Schott,
Sara LoBue and Jenna Goeller
also saw time in the outfield, if
not at the plate.

Sophomore Victoria Mettlin was

used as a utility player and some-
times took to the mound. Se-
niors Izzy Acton and junior Jess
Rediger alternated at first base,
and sophomore Maggie McKay
played third base.

Two positions that were carved
in stone were at catcher and
pitcher with four-year varsity
starter Melissa Moreno behind
the plate and junior lefty Julie
Siragusa on the mound. Both
were also very dangerous at the
plate with their “metal sticks” in
their hands.

Moreno batted in the No. 3 spot
and finished the season with a
.534 batting average (avg.). She
also had 21 RBI and belted four
home runs.

“Melissa is a four year starter, a
county champ and a state sec-
tional champ. She will continue
her education and softball at
Ramapo College,” Coach Bruno
noted.

Siragusa hit in every
game but the final game
of the season against
Westfield. When she
stepped to the plate, op-
posing teams were in
trouble. Siragusa
amassed a .685 avg.,
hammered 11 home runs
and led the team with 32
RBI. On the mound, she
pitched 129 innings, rarely
walked anyone, recorded
124 strikeouts and yielded
41 earned runs.

“Julie had a season that
most players dream
about. She’s a top player
in state and her numbers
bear that out. She will
have to fill some of the
leadership responsibilities
next season,” Coach
Bruno said.

Senior second baseman
Stephanie Bagniewski
batted in the No. 5 spot
and finished with a .305
avg. and 16 RBI and ex-
ercised some power with two
home runs. Her most influential
game came in a 4-0 victory over
Governor Livingston on May 8
when she blasted a three-run
homer over the fence at Adams
Field in Cranford. Moreno also
had an RBI single and Siragusa
fanned 10 Highlanders. Later,
the Highlanders went on to win
their second straight Union
County Tournament title.

“Stephanie put together her
best year as a Cougar and had a
game-winning homerun against
GL,” Coach Bruno said.

Sophomore Allison Verrilli, who

SIRAGUSA FINISHED WITH 11 HRs, 32 RBI, .685 AVG.; MORENO FINISHED WITH .534 AVG.

Softball Cougars Searched for ‘D’ Fit, Had Power on ‘O’
played third base last year,
shifted to shortstop and had an
outstanding season with a .998
fielding percentage. She was also
outstanding at the plate with a

.527 avg. and 10 RBI at cleanup.
“Allison is a gifted shortstop

that we will count on next season
to pick up some of the offense
that we lose through gradua-
tion,” Coach Bruno said.

The Cougars lost to the High-
landers, 7-2, in their first meet-
ing at Berkeley Heights on April
28. Siragusa blasted a leadoff
home run and added a triple that
she unsuccessfully attempted to
stretch to a home run.

In their first meeting with
Westfield on April 19, the Cou-
gars staggered the Blue Devils
with an eight-run first inning to

roll to a 12-4 victory. Siragusa
banged a pair of home runs and
finished with four RBI. Moreno
had three hits, including a two-
run home run.

Six days earlier, the Cougars
battered Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
12-1. Siragusa had a pair of
doubles and launched a monu-
mental home run over the
scoreboard at Adams Field.

Their final game of the season,
however, was not as memorable
in a joyful way, as they lost to
Westfield, 7-0, at Adams Field on
May 29.

“If you were to speak to the
girls, I think they would say they
underachieved this season, and
they are looking forward to next
season to see if they can right the
ship,” Coach Bruno said.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TOUGH ON THE MOUND, TERROR AT THE PLATE...Cougar junior Julie
Siragusa has been very tough on the mound, but she has been a terror at the plate
this season with 11 home runs, 32 RBI and a .685 batting average.

David B. Corbin (April 2012 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VETERAN BEHIND THE PLATE...Cougar senior Melissa Moreno played varsity
behind the plate all four years. This season she finished with a .534 batting average.
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for TheWestfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee, on a 3-2 party-line vote
Tuesday night, gave final approval
to the 2012 municipal budget that
will be financed by a 2.96-percent
increase in property-tax levies.

The $33.97-million spending
plan – of which $22.5 million will
be financed by property taxes
with $900,000 in surplus also
contributing – was criticized by
the two committee Democrats,
with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much
surplus was being used, a move
he called “not wise at this time.”
He said the surplus should be
looked at as “the savings ac-
count of the town” and more
should be set aside for future
emergencies such as another
hurricane and flooding.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come
at the expense of drawing down
the surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by say-
ing that he was not a big be-
liever in maintaining large sur-
plus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told
residents at Tuesday’s commit-
tee meeting, adding that he had
favored, unsuccessfully, using
another $100,000 in surplus
funds to lower the property tax
hike even further. Deputy Mayor
Andis Kalnins, a Republican, said
he was confident that the sur-
plus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant
line items in this year’s budget
are $5.3 million in salaries and
wages for the police depart-
ment, the largest expense in
the spending plan. Fire depart-
ment salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total
about $3.5 million. Group health
insurance costs will amount to
$3.8 million this year. Construc-

tion code fees are anticipated
to be $756,000 vs. $625,000
last year. And the library, which
will be financed by a separate
line item on property-tax bills,
will see a $1.36-million budget.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the
committee had for next year’s
budget, when revenue from the
Payment-in-Lieu-of-Taxes (PILOT)
program at Cranford Crossing will
not be available. That program
allows local governments to retain
most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing develop-
ments for a set period of time.
Deputy Mayor Kalnins said the
committee would look at ways to
offset the expected revenue loss
of about $275,000. Mayor
Robinson said the committee did
not expend all of the PILOT money
this year, so the “hit,” as he termed
it, will not be as bad as expected
next year.

In other business, the commit-

tee approved an ordinance chang-
ing the Downtown Management
Corporation’s (DMC) name to the
Downtown Business and Economic
Development Office. Commis-
sioner Lisa Adubato-Nesi said the
move had come in response to a
“long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moni-
ker “better reflects the responsi-
bility and role” of the organization.
Commissioner Campbell cast the
lone vote against the change, call-
ing it “unnecessary.” He said the
new name was “too wordy, too
bureaucratic. It sounds like some-
thing out of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclama-
tions to three newly-minted Eagle
Scouts: Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge,
Thomas Gabriel Cappucci and
Theodore Winkleblech. He also
presented a proclamation to resi-
dent Louis Margolis to mark his
90th birthday. Ten Girl Scouts re-
ceived proclamations for achiev-
ing the Gold Award. And Commis-
sioner Edward O’Malley presented
certificates to two local businesses
– Next Cleaners and Cake Artist
Café – for their efforts at adopting
environmentally-sustainable prac-
tices as part of the local Go Green
initiative.

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The motion to
pass an ordinance for bulk pickup
this year failed, 3-2, Tuesday,
with borough council members
Timothy Hak and Louis Petruzzelli
voting in favor of the plan. Coun-
cilman Victor DeFilippo was ab-
sent.

Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi said,
“I think it is the fair thing to do,”
when asked by Councilman Jim
Mathieu of her opinion on the
bulk ordinance presented. She
said she thought there were resi-
dents who did not have the means
to dispose of unwanted items
through hiring a private hauler
themselves.

The ordinance presented Tues-
day would have cost $95 per
permit on a first-come, first-
served basis. The contractor’s
proposal was to sell permits in
increments of 25, so if there was
a 26th person and no more ap-
plied than that 26th person would
be denied a permit. Another 25
people would be needed in order
to sell more permits.

Council President Keith Sluka
said shutting out residents due
to the increment layout is “poor
customer service.” He also said
residents should handle their
“over consumption” by finding a
private hauler. “We have gone
beyond a government solution,
we have a government problem
now,” he said.

Bulk has been discussed at
length at council meetings. Last
year, bulk cost $55 and was
hauled away by borough em-
ployees. This year, the council
wanted to take the task away
from borough employees so as
not to have any liabilities prob-
lems, and hire an outside ven-
dor, resulting in elevating the
permit cost.

Last month, Councilman Hak,

head of the committee in charge
of bulk, had presented the bulk
solution at $125, and to be sold
in increments of 21 permits. Since
then, Borough Clerk Tina
Ariemma rebid bulk and had a
lower bid — the $95 per permit.

Ms. Ariemma also said Cranford
officials said they were not inter-
ested in Garwood sharing bulk
service with the township, and
Westfield officials had not re-
turned her inquiries on sharing
the service.

Councilman Mathieu said he was
in favor of bulk but was swayed
by the length of time it took to
get a plan in place, and by Mr.
Sluka’s viewpoints of bulk. He
also said the fee increase is a
“whack” to the taxpayer.

Four bidders submitted bids for
the construction of the athletic
field complex ranging from $2.75
to $3.2 million, Councilman
Petruzzelli said. One bidder is
protesting the bids and is to be
reviewed by the borough attor-
ney.

A new proposal for the crossing
guards’ contract will be presented
at the council’s next meeting,
Councilwoman Sara Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco explained, “The
proposal does not change the
net income to the current cross-
ing guards, however, because of
changes to the legion of new
crossing guards and new guards
hired, as well as alternates, there
would be substantial savings to
borough if the motion is passed.”

A Republican bill, A-2454,
stalled in the State Legislature,
would alter eligibility require-
ments for unemployment insur-
ance for seasonal public entity
workers, and could include cross-
ing guards.

“This is not an issue at this
moment. I don’t know why you
are talking about something that

Garwood Council Denies
Bulk Waste Pick-Up, 3-2

Cranford Committee Okays Budget,
With 2.96-Percent Tax Hike

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

Holistic Moms Meeting
On Tap For Tuesday

GARWOOD – Two La Leche
League of Union leaders will
present “Compassionately Com-
municating the Language of Love
to Our Children” at the Tuesday,
June 19 meeting of the Holistic
Moms Network. The meeting will
begin at 7:30 p.m. at St. Paul’s
United Church of Christ, located
at 213 Center Street in Garwood.

The session will concentrate on
discovering effective tools to con-
sistently and compassionately
convey messages of love to chil-
dren in a fast-paced society. The
presentation will highlight how
parents can communicate effec-
tively to children of all ages
through modeling, by what they
say, by what they do not say,
what they do, what they give, and
communication blockers to avoid.

College of St. Elizabeth
Announces Grads

MORRISTOWN - The following
local residents received degrees
from the College of Saint Elizabeth
during its 2012 Commencement:

Dominique Collucci of Cranford
received a Bachelors of Arts in
Art.

Jacqueline Riley of Westfield
received a Masters of Arts in
Educational Leadership.
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The 2012 Cranford Township
Committee can do pretty much
whatever it likes, just like the
2011 committee. And why is that?
Neither governing body approved
bylaws, the document stipulat-
ing the rules that are to be fol-
lowed by Cranford’s municipal
government.

Cranford’s bylaws are typically
adopted by resolution at the Town-
ship Committee’s re-organization
meeting held on or about January
1st of each year. The 2010 Cranford
Township Committee was the last
to do so. The omission in 2011 was
to allow the appointment of Daniel
McCarthy as township Attorney,
despite his failure to comply with
the “Fair and Open” process stipu-
lated in the township’s bylaws. As
the year progressed, the impact of
failing to adopt bylaws and the
committee’s preference for oper-
ating behind closed doors were
evident.

Article II, Section 3.0(A) of the
bylaws, Public Procurement Prac-
tices for all Offices Governed by
the Township Committee, states:

“The Township Committee is com-
mitted to openness, transparency,
fairness and the highest standard
of ethical conduct in its business
dealings pertaining to the pur-
chase of goods and performance
of services for all Township op-
erations, programs and services
that are offered... All activities
shall be governed by sound pro-
curement practices and policies,
the Local Public Contracts Law
and Administrative Code, Fair and
Open procurement of goods and
services, professional services,
extraordinary unspecifiable ser-
vices, work, public works and
improvements, and concessions
and other statutes and regula-
tions.” Undoubtedly, the 2011
Township Committee failed to
meet such a standard in conduct-
ing the township’s affairs. And
efforts to hold to such a standard
may have played a role in the
sudden and unexplained depar-
ture of Ms. Marlena Schmid, prior
township administrator.

Was the failure by the 2012
committee to adopt bylaws de-
signed to avoid the rules apply-
ing to the hiring of professionals?
The process outlined in Article II
certainly was not followed in the

Cran. Committee Should Adopt Bylaws by Ordinance ASAP
selection and appointment of the
new township administrator. The
discussions to give Mr. Mason
the township administrator posi-
tion on a permanent basis began
prior to the end of 2011, and
there was no formal process fol-
lowed either in 2011 or 2012 to
fill the professional opening. It
should be noted that he was
serving as chief of police and
acting administrator during the
extensive excavation at the
Birchwood Avenue site.

The 2012 committee followed
lockstep the 2011 committee’s
actions regarding bylaws, policy,
and the appointment of a new
administrator. No serious con-
sideration was given to conduct-
ing a true search for the most
qualified candidate. Mr. Robinson
offered at the March 12, 2012,
workshop meeting that Mr. Ma-
son may not have applied had
the type of search required by
the bylaws been conducted. Why
should that matter? Residents
are expected to be satisfied with
the Township Committee’s ex-
planation that the committee
feels “comfortable” with their
choice. Such disdain coming from
the governing body is becoming
common place and should be
rejected by Cranford’s residents.

The simplest way to end disrup-
tion regarding the bylaws is to
have them adopted by ordinance.
Such a change would prevent each
year’s new governing body from
playing political games with the
bylaws. The bylaws would be in
place permanently and could only
be changed with an amended or-
dinance, which requires a public
hearing. Such a change would
help prevent the abuses seen
during the past year and half. The
2012 Township Committee should
adopt the bylaws by ordinance as
soon as possible and take a long
hard look at the way it is conduct-
ing itself.

Mark C. Smith
Cranford

Letter to the Editor

is still in effect,” resident Bruce
Paterson said to the council.

It has been a hot topic at
Garwood council meetings with
crossing guards voicing their op-
position to losing their benefits.

Crossing Guard Rosemary Snow
said Tuesday that she is filing for
unemployment insurance.

The council voted, with Mr.
Mathieu abstaining, to approve a
bond ordinance to authorize the
2012 road and drainage improve-
ment project in the amount of
$340,000, with $185,000 to be
provided by state funding. It
would include road resurfacing
on Willow Avenue and Maple
Street and drainage on Hickory
Avenue, from East Street to Lex-
ington Avenue.

A letter was circulated announc-
ing the Garwood Republican
Committee’s candidates for Dis-
trict Leader, Cheryl and Steven
Blaufeder, representing the vot-
ers of the second district. In the
letter, the committee said they
endorsed a change in the second
district, represented currently by
Mr. Mathieu, because of Mr.
Mathieu’s support for having a
Democrat in the council
president’s seat, among other
reasons.

Councilman Mathieu told The
Westfield Leader that he voted
for Mr. Sluka “because I believe
he had the character to be coun-
cil president and because I be-
lieve he is more conservative
than any of the other members
of the Republican Party.”

Resident John Conlin inquired
about the HUD (federal govern-
ment Department of Housing and
Urban Development) develop-
ment at the former St. Anne’s
School that was approved two
years ago, and asked if Garwood
residents would have preference
in applying. The mayor said hous-
ing units are offered on a first
come, first served basis, and must
meet certain qualifications un-

der HUD rules. The housing de-
velopment would be for low-in-
come senior citizens. She said it
is a federal program that does
not show preference for Garwood
residents. Mr. Conlin said he
would not have voiced his ap-
proval of the project had he
known Garwood seniors would
not have first crack at housing.

Senior citizens who would like
to apply should contact the
Westfield Senior Citizen Housing
Corporation, the sponsor, to get
on its mailing list, the mayor
advised.

Mr. Conlin also suggested to
the council that legal ads be
printed in The Westfield Leader,
and not the Cranford Chronicle
because the Chronicle has not
reported Garwood news for many
weeks.

Mr. Petruzzelli announced the
Garwood Recreation Committee
now has a Facebook page.

Mr. Sluka and Mr. Mathieu said
they had attended the most re-
cent Union County Freeholders
meeting, as part of a new sug-
gestion by Councilwoman
Todisco.

Garwood Denies Bulk Waste Pick-Up
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

GARWOOD — The Garwood
Democratic Club has announced
the recent elections of Matt Allouf
as club president, Deborah
McCarthy as vice-president, Carol
Lombardo as secretary, and Den-
nis McCarthy as treasurer.
Charles Lombardo remains chair-
man of the Garwood Democratic
Committee and also has agreed
to serve as membership chair-
man for the Democratic Club.
Mrs. Lombardo will serve as hos-
pitality chairwoman. Council-
woman Sara Todisco will orga-
nize fundraising events for the
year, and Bill Nierstedt will pro-
vide publicity for the club.

Gwd GOP Club Elects Officers, Announces Events
At recent meetings, Mr. Allouf

called for the creation of a com-
munity participation group with
a goal of involving the club in
activities that exist for the bet-
terment of Garwood citizens,
particularly those who need the
most assistance. The group’s first
activities were donating food bas-
kets for Thanksgiving, and Eas-
ter food drives. The club will
accept monetary or food dona-
tions for these causes and any-
one who knows someone in need
is asked to contact Mr. Allouf.
Further publicity will be available
as the holiday seasons approach.

Earlier this year, the Demo-

cratic Committee selected Mr.
Nierstedt and Mike Wilson to be
the Democratic Party candidates
for the 2012 borough council elec-
tion. Their campaign will begin in
earnest in September with the
candidates going door-to-door
listening to residents concerns
and ideas. The 2012 Campaign
to Elect Nierstedt and Wilson is
also looking for volunteers to
coordinate and assist in the cam-
paign.

The club is scheduling a num-
ber of fundraisers for 2012. Pro-
ceeds will be used to advance
club goals and activities. The club

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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CRANFORD – Last week, 28 plein
air artists, artists who paint in the
open air, participated in “Paint
the Town 2012,” Cranford’s third
annual Plein Air Event and Art
Sale, sponsored by Jersey Cen-
tral Art Studios (JCAS).

Artists were selected to par-
ticipate in the program by land-
scape artist, Joseph McCurl of
Cape Cod, Mass., an acknowl-
edged leader in the current
American landscape school. The
six-day event included plein air
painting of local, Jersey Shore
and Manhattan landscapes.

In addition to painting, partici-
pants were able to screen the film
“The Agony and Ecstasy,” attend
an outdoor Brother John Brown
concert and watch Stapleton
Kerns, one of the competing art-
ists, conduct a landscape paint-
ing demonstration at the Clock
Park in downtown Cranford.

This year’s “Quick Draw,” one
of the event’s signature compe-
titions, drew over 60 contes-
tants. The contest, which was
open to the general public, is a

timed two and a half hour artis-
tic competition held in down-
town Cranford.

Completed paintings were dis-
played and sold at the North
Avenue train station. First, sec-
ond and third prizes were
awarded in adult and under-18
years of age categories.

As in previous years, the high-
light of the event was a gala and
pre-sale at the Cranford Commu-

nity Center on Saturday evening,
followed by a public show of the
artists’ works on Sunday after-
noon. Mr. McGurl also judged the
show’s 160 entries.

Stephanie Amato of Basking
Ridge is a faithful participant of
“Paint the Town,” having been
at the event for all three years.
This year, she decided to paint
only within the Cranford area
and set up her easel at the

Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ Draws Talented Artists and Art Lovers
Cranford Hotel, Rock’n Joe’s, The
Cranford Movie Theater, The
Canoe Club, Williams Nursery
and Trinity Church.

 “Cranford’s ‘Paint the Town’ is
one of the most exciting and well
organized plein air events I have
participated in,” stated Ms.
Amato, adding that the town and
its people, including volunteers,
go out of their way to support the
artists, and welcome them into
their homes and businesses.

Joe Gyurcsak, of Mercerville, a
20-year veteran of plein air paint-
ing, participated in “Paint the
Town” for the first time this year.

“It was a very special experi-
ence as the mix of artists in-
volved was interesting and en-
gaging. Each time I go out, it is a
new experience with the subject
I encounter and paint,” he said.

Mr. Gyurcsak chose Holly
Street, Dreyer Farm, downtown
Cranford, and his hosts, Jack
and Addie Vogel’s Cranford
home’s garden as his subjects.

“The town is very charming,
the people were engaging and
the subjects were endless. I
could have stayed a month and
had plenty of material to work
from,” said Mr. Gyurcsak.

David Henderson, a studio
painter with limited plein air ex-
perience, agreed.

“What I’ll take away from this
event are the people of Cranford.
To feel so welcomed and em-
braced by the town made the
experience for me. I would do
this again every year,” he said.

Deb Leber, president of JCAS
pronounced this year’s “Paint the
Town” “tremendously successful.”

“But it’s not only about art, it’s
also about community. An event
like this brings art to the commu-
nity, but it also brings commu-
nity to art,” she explained.

JCAS, based in Cranford, is a
non-profit group of artists and
citizens dedicated to raising
awareness of the arts and inte-
grating the arts into the commu-
nity through education, events,
and economic development.

More information about JCAS is
available on its website,
www.jcas.org.

Marylou Morano for The Leader and The Times
OUTDOOR ART...Joseph Terrone, an
oil painter from Glen Rock, paints the
Cranford Hotel during Cranford’s
Third Annual “Paint the Town” plein
air painting event.

has scheduled a trip to a Somerset
Patriots baseball game, featur-
ing after game fireworks on Sat-
urday, June 30. Future press re-
leases will advise of time, ticket
costs, and more details. Other
events to be scheduled are trips
to Monmouth Racetrack, a Red
Bulls Soccer game, and possibly
a New Jersey Devils game in the
fall. Interested parties can con-
tact Councilwoman Todisco as
details become available.

Letters were recently mailed to
registered Garwood Democrats
in anticipation of increasing mem-
bership. For information about
joining the club, contact Mr. Allouf
at (908) 264-8550.

VFW Auxiliary to Meet;
Recaps Service Activities

GARWOOD – The next meeting
of Bayleaf Leonard J. Sanders
Memorial Post No. 6807 Ladies
Auxiliary Veterans of Foreign Wars
(VFW) will be held on Tuesday,
June 19, at 1 p.m.

President Catherine Madera has
advised that the meeting will
take place at 205 Willow Avenue
in Garwood, where all members
will be welcomed and committee
reports accepted. This year, La-
dies Auxiliary VFW Post No. 6807
is celebrating its 66th year of
service. Its charter was granted
on June 30, 1946.

Through the efforts of its offic-
ers, chairmen and members, the
Auxiliary had a successful year
participating in programs for ser-
vice members, veterans and the
community. Officers elected,
appointed and installed by Aux-
iliary Past President Kathy
Dorkoski are: President and Sec-
retary, Catherine M. Madera;
Treasurer, Kathleen Dorkoski;
Senior Vice-President, Alice (Vi)
Hirsch; Junior Vice-President,
Lois Hasselman; Chaplain, Lena
Cummings; Conductress and
Guard, Madeline Pevarnik; Patri-
otic Instructor and Soloist, Su-
san Leonard; Trustees – Three
years, Anne Leonard; two years,
Lottie Sworen, and one year,
Dolores Cielinski. Appointed

chairmen are Hospital – Gloria
Gilrain; Publicity – Eileen Fluhr;
Cancer and Legislative – Kathy
Dorkoski; VFW National Home
for Children – Lottie Sworen;
Veterans and Veterans Families
– Lena Cummings, and Ameri-
canism and Youth – Catherine
Madera.

Eric Sinnicke won the Sixth-
Grade Essay Contest. He read his
essay at the Garwood Memorial
Service on May 28 at the Knights
of Columbus. Eric received a
check from the Ladies Auxiliary
VFW Post No. 6807.

During the Spring Conference,
President Catherine Madera ac-
cepted a Citation for the Auxil-
iary from National for having
made a Health and Happiness
Donation to the VFW National
Home for Children.

On May 9, Mrs. Madera, Kathy
Dorkoski, Susan and Anne
Leonard attended the Luncheon
for Runnells Volunteers, at which
the Auxiliary received a Citation.
Auxiliary member and Past Presi-
dent Amy Mc Hugh was recog-
nized for her 17,000 volunteer
hours at Runnells Specialized
Hospital of Union County.

Members are reminded to con-
tinue to save Campbell Soup la-
bels and Box Tops for Education
to support the schools.

Garwood GOP Club
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