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End of an Era! – Farewell Jack Martin – WHS Cross-Country, Winter & Spring Track

David B. Corbin (May 8, 2008 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
JACK MARTIN THE UNSESPECTING VICTIM…Threats of rain hovered over Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield all afternoon on May 3, 2008 but the real soaking occurred over the back of Westfield High School Head Coach Jack Martin after
the Blue Devils captured their first Union County Relay championship since 1983. The photo on the left shows the culprits. The photo on the right shows the after effect with Martin wringing out his cap.

‘PERFORMANCE MORE IMPORTANT THAN POINTS’

Coach Jack Martin Retires;
A True ‘Man for All Seasons’

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

What you see is what you get!
Unfortunately for the cross-country
(XC) and track community, especially
Westfield’s, you will not be seeing
much of coach Jack Martin after this
season.

Martin was born in Queens, NY.
He attended St. Mary’s High School
in Manhassett and ran on Penn Re-
lays Champ of America Two Mile
relay. He also ran at Seton Hall Uni-
versity. His wife’s name is Ginny and
they have two sons, Sean and Patrick.

“I grew up in Franklin Square on
Long Island. Ed Tranchina and
George Kapner lived a couple of miles
away,” Martin pointed out.

Martin first stepped into the
Westfield High School (WHS) track
scene as an assistant coach in the
early 1970’s and grabbed the reins as
XC and winter track head coach in
1983 and spring track in 1985.

“Jack and I both graduated Seton
Hall. He was a runner and I was a
soccer player. We never knew each
other but our paths have a common
origin. Martin is unique and Westfield
was fortunate to have his expertise,
enthusiasm and dedication all these
years. Jack and I came one year apart.
I began my track association in 1974
and Jack was already an assistant
coach. He and I began cross-country
as head coaches in the early 1980’s,”
Girls cross-country Head Coach and
former winter and spring track head
coach Thom Hornish said.

Martin’s teams’ “track” records
through the years have been astound-
ing. In XC, his teams could have been
dubbed as “Jack’s Pack Attacks”. His
top-seven runners developed that “Pac
Man” mentality and literally gobbled
up team points, which has translated
to 18 Union County (UC), 10 sec-
tional and five state group champion-
ships.

In spring track, Martin’s teams
compiled a 79-29-1 record (2012
excluded), six conference and two

county titles. Additionally, the Blue
Devils had five individual state
champs and one champion relay team
at the Penn Relays. Winter track con-
sisted primarily of invitational meets
but his teams did finish with an 18-9
record and produced state champs in
13 events.

But with all this winning, Martin’s
primary focus was not with “win-
ning” but in his words in a pre-season
interview, “We don’t just look at
points. We look more at performance.
We are not going to do things just to
score points. We never have done it
that way. We try to get some good
relay performances, because the re-
lay gives everybody the chance to
participate and be a part of the team.”
(The Westfield Leader – March 29,
2012).

“Jack’s focus has been to give ev-
eryone the chance and encourages all
to give it their best. He’s passionate
and that translates into the espirit ‘d
corps, which is most evident in the
programs Fall-Winter-Spring since

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
‘BREWING’ UP A BIG SURPRISE…Westfield High School baseball Head Coach Bob Brewster, center, is surrounded by
some members of his teams from the 1980s and 1990s at Molly McGuire’s in Clark on June 9. Members of his teams from
the 2000s, along with his family, were also present at the event that was arranged by assistant coaches Jay Cook and Mike
Murray. More photos will be shown in the June 21 issue of The Leader and The Times.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
Probitas Verus Honos


