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Joanne and Leo Bergin With Their Grandchildren

Joanne and Leo Bergin
Celebrate 50th Anniversary
Joanne and Leo Bergin, formerly of

Westfield and current residents of
Fleming Island, Fla., celebrated their
50th wedding anniversary with a week-
end family gathering in Fernandina
Beach, Fla. They were married May 5,
1962 in Maplewood, N.J.

Mrs. Bergin is the former Joanne
Lesniak. Their children are Patrick
Bergin of Westfield, N.J., Scott Bergin
of Orlando, Fla., Kyle Bergin and
Jennifer Connell, both of Fleming
Island, Fla. The Bergins also have
eight grandchildren.

Families Share Their Stories
During Imagine Breakfast

By SUZETTE F. STALKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Imagine more
than 450 caring members of a com-
munity coming together to support
vulnerable children, young adults
and their families as they struggle
with grief and loss.

This was just what occurred last
Thursday morning as Imagine, A
Center for Coping with Loss held
its inaugural Imagine A World
Breakfast at L’Affaire Fine Cater-
ing in Mountainside.

Members of the local political,
education and business sectors were
among those on hand at the event,
along with families who had expe-
rienced loss and had found strength,
empathy and the resources to heal.

Imagine, A Center for Coping
with Loss is a free, year-round peer
grief support program for children,
ages 3 to 18, who have lost a parent
or sibling. Concurrent groups for
parents or guardians also are avail-
able, as well as groups for young
adults. Imagine serves residents of
Union County and surrounding
communities.

Imagine trained its first class of
volunteer facilitators in March and
opened its doors May 7. Sessions
currently are held every other Mon-
day evening at the First United
Methodist Church in Westfield.

The event opened with Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School stu-
dent Julia Mendes’ inspiring rendi-
tion of the song “Lean on Me.” A
short time later, Rabbi Douglas
Sagal of Temple Emanu-El in
Westfield gave the invocation. In
his poignant welcoming remarks,
Imagine Board of Trustees Chair-
man Keith Hertell recalled the dev-
astating loss of his son, Keith Hertell
II, age 25, in an automobile acci-
dent 15 years ago in Florida. “Life
as I knew it would change forever,”
said Mr. Hertell, describing his
family’s wrenching struggle to cope
with the tragedy.

Mr. Hertell said that when Imag-
ine founder and Executive Director
Mary Robinson initially contacted
him last summer regarding the con-
cept for Imagine, he was not sure he
“could travel down that road again”
because of the painful memories
that would inevitably resurface.
However, he ultimately opted to
“jump in with both feet” upon real-
izing such a program could help
families facing the kind of loss he
and his own family had experienced.

Ms. Robinson described the long-
range effects grief and loss can have
upon young people and an entire
family, having lost her father at age
14. She said that in addition to sup-
porting those who are grieving,
Imagine seeks “to foster resiliency
and emotional well-being, creating
a safe place for healing to take place.”

She stated that unresolved grief
can lead to poor performance in
school, withdrawal from activities
and friends, and indulging in risky
behavior. Ms. Robinson noted that
she expressed her own grief in such
ways following her father’s death
and that her brother eventually
dropped out of school. “Children
who are grieving are children at
risk,” she said.

Dr. Gerald Glasser provided
startup funding for Imagine through
the philanthropic Thomas Glasser
Foundation, which he established
in memory of his son, Thomas
Glasser, who died in the attacks of
September 11, 2001.

Attendees at the breakfast also
heard from others whose lives had
been touched by grief and loss.
Regina Walsweer, whose husband,
Jonathan, died five years ago in a
scuba-diving accident, shared her
story and told how being part of
another support group had benefited
her and her two young sons. Mrs.
Walsweer introduced a group of
youngsters from the community for
the “Opening Circle,” during which
the young people each gave their
name and the age they were when
they lost a parent.

In another moving testimonial,
Imagine volunteer facilitator Tess

Breza, accompanied by two of her
children, recalled the impact of the
passing of her husband, Todd, five
years ago within weeks of a cancer
diagnosis. She said that her family
had tried to resume a normal rou-
tine of school and activities – with-
out fully dealing with the loss.

Her son, Nick, who was 15 at the
time of his father’s death, also
spoke. With no experience dealing
with the enormity of his grief, he
told how he withdrew socially, ex-
plaining that his peers could not
relate to what he was going through.
He eventually felt the only way to
find relief was through self-destruc-
tive behavior. With his mother’s
help, Nick said he was able to re-
verse this downward spiral, and to-
day he is a volunteer intern with
Imagine.

David Burns, treasurer of the
Imagine Board of Trustees, ad-
dressed the gathering as well. A
survivor of the 9/11 attacks on the
World Trade Center, Mr. Burns said
he personally witnessed the tremen-
dous impact of grief during mul-
tiple memorial services he attended
in the aftermath of that day.

Besides the speakers, the pro-
gram  featured a video in which
parents and young people spoke of
their journeys through loss and the
grieving process.

In addition to supporting the
organization’s mission, the break-
fast served as a fundraiser to enable
Imagine to help an even greater
number of families. Corporate spon-
sors covered the entire cost of the
event, but attendees were invited to
pledge donations. According to Ms.
Robinson, Imagine currently serves
20 families, and she expects that
number to triple within a year. The
organization plans to offer a second
evening of sessions on alternate
Mondays in the fall.

Further goals are for Imagine to
eventually establish a center of its
own; to train bilingual volunteers
to serve Spanish-speaking parents,
and to create a support group for
families coping with the chronic or
terminal illness of a loved one.

Anyone seeking to join an Imag-
ine support group may e-mail
support@imaginenj.org; those in-
terested in becoming a volunteer
can e-mail
volunteer@imaginenj.org. Indi-
viduals also may call (908) 264-
3100 for either a support group or
to volunteer.

(908) 233-6030

Located at:

New Hours!

Caring for your dogs, cats, birds, & exotics

Full Service Medical, Surgical, & Dental Facility

House calls & Boarding Available

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Call for an Appointment Today! 

FREE Exam for New Patients* 
*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

During your visit our veterinarians will check weight, listen to heart and lungs, & assess eyes, ears, mouth, skin, teeth, coat.

Please take this opportunity to discuss diet, behavior, exercise patterns, a vaccination schedule, flea-tick-heartworm preventatives.

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E

Westfield, NJ 07090

Anthony Loomis, DVM
Scott Linick, DVM, FAVD
Kathleen Neumann, DVM
Ronald Swist, DVM

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm

Sat: 8am-1pm

Since 1963

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

Westfield
Animal
Hospital

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

Richard J. Kaplow, Esq.
“25 Years Experience”

Civil & Criminal Trial Lawyer

FAMILY LAW
· Divorce · Domestic Violence

· Custody · Child Support

· DWI · Criminal Defense
· Business Disputes Commercial Litigation

( 9 0 8 )  2 3 2 - 8 7 8 7

rjk722@aol.com richardjkaplow.com
24 Hours · 53 Elm Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

Former Assistant Union County Prosecutor

FLAMENCO

& TANGO!
From Barcelona to Buenos Aires

A Music & Dance Extravaganza!

Presented by:

with:

Friday June 15th, 2012
6PM to 8:30PM
RWJ RAHWAY Fitness & Wellness Center
2120 Lamberts Mill Road
Scotch Plains, NJ
908-232-6100
Enjoy An Authentic Spanish Flamenco Tablao Performance with Acclaimed 
Flamenco Singer DAVID CASTELLANO & members of FLAMENCO Sí & 
An Interactive Argentine Tango Demonstration & Beginner Lesson with 
Tango Dancers CAROLINA JAURENA & ANDRES BRAVO

Event ticket: $20 per person/$35 per couple
Checks made payable to TEATRO SI
Registration is at the front desk

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

TROOPER OF THE YEAR…Thirteen-year-old Courtney Maier, a resident of
Mountainside, was awarded the “Trooper of the Year” trophy and medal for
accumulating the most points during the 2011 Troop season at Watchung
Stable in Mountainside. Courtney, who has been riding for four years, received
her trophy from Stable Manager Rachel Bechtold during Watchung Stable’s
79th Annual Spring Troop Horse Show over the Memorial Day weekend.
Watchung Stable is a facility of the Union County Department of Parks and
Community Renewal. It is administered by the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders. For more information regarding equestrian programs, interested
persons may call Watchung Stable at (908) 789-3665 or e-mail questions to
stablequestions@ucnj.org.

Scotch Plains Library Posts
Summer Activities For All

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Public Library will offer a full
slate of Summer Reading programs and
activities for teens, children and adults.
Day and evening events, structured
around nighttime themes, will include
music, art, chess, special guests, parties,
and the chance to read and win prizes all
summer. Registration for children and
teens will begin at 9 a.m. on Monday,
June 18, and is limited to Scotch Plains
and Fanwood cardholders. Registration
for adults is ongoing.

Children through grade 5 in the
“Dream Big, Read!” program will set
reading goals, record the time they
spend reading and will receive prizes
when they check in at the library to log
their time. Special events will include
a magic show, animal visits and fam-
ily dance party, in addition to story
times, crafts and a sing-along. Regis-
tration is in person at the library.

Teens will “Own the Night” at the
library this summer. After registering
through the library website or in per-
son, starting June 18, participants en-
tering grades 6 to 12 are invited to start
the summer reading season at a black
light party on Thursday, June 28. They
will wrap up the season with a choco-
late night teen finale on Monday, Au-

gust 13. In between, there will be
thrills and chills at Murder Mystery
Night, and when ghost hunters and
astronomers visit. Registrants can sign
up for middle-school chess workshops
and chances to work with professional
artists, as well as a reading club and
crafts projects. They will set reading
goals and win prizes for their reading
and the book reviews they write.

Adults can launch their summer
library season with Alfred Hitchcock
Week. Filmmaker Chris Messineo
will speak at 7 p.m. on Monday, June
25, and the library will show
Hitchcock films over the following
two weeks. Art workshops and art-
ists’ receptions, stress relief and
aromatherapy sessions, a book club
and a “Grow Your Own Gourmet
Mushrooms” workshop are just some
of the events planned. Adults can
register by going to the events tab at
the library’s website, scotlib.org, or
by visiting or calling the library.

For summer reading calendars and
more, visit scotlib.org or call (908)
322-5007. Summer Reading at the
library is funded through the gener-
osity of the Friends of the Scotch
Plains Public Library. The library is
located at 1927 Bartle Avenue.

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced the return of its tradition of
outdoor summer theater, geared to
audiences of all ages.

The Shakespeare Theatre of New
Jersey’s Next Stage Ensemble will
perform William Shakespeare’s The
Winter’s Tale and Pierre-Augustin
Caron de Beaumarchais’ The Mar-
riage of Figaro. Both performances
will be held on Friday evenings in the
parking lot in front of the
Mountainside Public Library.

The Winter’s Tale will be performed
on June 29 at 7 p.m. First published in
1623, this play has it all: tragedy,
high drama, comedy and romance.
Questions of loyalty, faithfulness and
jealousy swirl, tearing relationships
apart. But how will it all resolve in the
end? Will truth prevail over doubt?
Will families and friends reunite?
Members of the public are invited to
come and find out.

The Marriage of Figaro will be
performed on August 10, also at 7
p.m. Originally written in 1778, it is
the second installment of the “Figaro
Trilogy” (and was adapted into an
opera by Mozart in 1786). In this
comedy, the Count is unhappy in his

marriage and feels an affair with
Figaro’s fiancée might improve his
outlook. Figaro, of course, will have
none of it, and the play unfolds from
there. This work is, in some ways, a
satire of aristocratic privilege and
even a foreshadowing of the French
Revolution.

Both of these performances will be
made possible through the support of
the Friends of the Mountainside Li-
brary. Admission will be free. At-
tendees are asked to bring a lawn
chair or blanket for seating. Registra-
tion is not required, but attendees are
advised to come early for best seating
location. Attendees may bring a cooler
for refreshments. The library parking
lot will be open until 6:50 p.m.

Each performance will run about an
hour and there will be time after both
shows for audience questions and an-
swers. In the event of inclement weather
(rain or excessive heat), the plays will
be performed in the Community Room
at Mountainside Borough Hall, located
at 1385 Route 22, East.

The Mountainside Public Library
is located on Constitution Plaza. For
more information, call the library at
(908) 233-0115 or visit
mountainsidelibrary.org.

Summer Theater to Return
To Mountainside Library

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

‘Y’ Announces Summer Session
WESTFIELD – The Westfield

Area “Y” Summer Session will run
from June 17 to August 25. Regis-
tration is going on now. Members
can register online. Summer mem-
bership specials are available.

New programs include “Diabetes
Exercise and Nutrition Program” and
“Ready, Set…Walk!” among others.

The “Y” is offering a Summer
College Special for students home
for the summer. Special pricing is

available for one, two and three
months.

To learn more about “Y” pro-
grams, visit westfieldynj.org. Fi-
nancial assistance is available for
those who qualify.


