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Letters to
the Editor

Thank You for Support
Of Faltermayer Sch.
My family and I would like to

extend our deepest gratitude for the
community’s ongoing support of the
Edmund K. Faltermayer Journalism
Scholarship.  The scholarship, pre-
sented annually in my father’s
memory to a graduating senior at
Westfield High School, was awarded
to its 10th recipient this year.

We also thank our friends who
spearheaded the effort behind this
scholarship as well as the Westfield
Foundation for its excellent manage-
ment of the fund that makes it pos-
sible. Even with the economic down-
turn, we recently were able to double
the award, and our hope is for its
continued growth.

My father was an esteemed jour-
nalist for nearly 50 years and a proud
and longtime resident of Westfield.
For more information about the schol-
arship, please contact the Westfield
Foundation at (908) 233-9787.

Charlotte Faltermayer Dolling
Westfield

Dad, I Owe You One; It Always
Pays to Get Three Quotes

Here’s Why I Am An Independent,
Tea Party Follower, Not a ‘D’ or ‘R’

Recently, I had the need to remove
a 40-year old oak tree that was lean-
ing into my neighbors’ property and
about to do damage to their garage.
Naturally, I called a tree removing
service and they came, they saw and
they quoted $1,700. Next, I called
another tree service. They came, they
saw and they quoted $2,100. Made
sense, relatively close.

Next, I called a third tree service
(my father told me to always get three
quotations). They came, they saw
and they quoted $720. Could this

possibly be? I Googled them and
they had no blemishes. All three ser-
vices were quite professional and all
three quoted the same work. They
even pointed out similar issues when
evaluating the job. But one company
quoted almost $1,000 less for the
same job. I went with Tree-Tech.

Not only did they have the lowest
price, their service was remarkable
down to the details of clean up. Dad,
I owe you one.

Burt Goldstein
Westfield

Why am I an Independent/Tea Party
follower and hate the Republican and,
even more so, the Democrat Party?

I pay about $10,000 per year in
property taxes, 65 percent of that
money pays for teachers’ salaries,
their benefits and the school system.
Those taxes pay teachers who have to
pay dues, they have no opt out ability
in New Jersey. Those dues are given
to their Union leaders and when the
union donates money to a political
party, 99 percent of the dues money is
donated to the Democratic Party only.
A teacher who calls themselves an R,
an Independent or a Tea Partier has
no choice of where their dues money
goes; their money dues goes to the
Democratic Party.

 Why can’t teachers say, “Hell no,
I want my dues money to go to the R
or an I candidate or a Tea Party can-
didate?” Aren’t teachers smart enough
to make their own decisions? Why

the heck don’t those teachers com-
plain? So this money-laundering
scheme has my tax dollars going to-
wards the coffers of the Democrats
so they can elect men and women
who believe in a cradle-to-grave-
nanny state. To me it seems like the
Democrats believe in bigger govern-
ment similar to a Socialist-type sys-
tem where the government runs our
lives. I do not like the idea that my
money, through this laundering
scheme, goes to a party I do not trust.
Don’t forget, I don’t trust the R’s
either.

Teachers should have the ability to
not pay dues, and if they must, they
should be ably to direct their dues
money towards a political party of
their choice.

That’s only one reason why I’m a
Tea Party follower.

John Mancini
Westfield

Transporting Unrestrained Animals
Shouldn’t Be Considered Cruelty

The New Jersey Veterinary Medi-
cal Association (NJVMA) recognizes
that distracted driving is a significant
problem that is noticed not only in
the Garden State, but one that is faced
across the country. However, trans-
porting an unrestrained animal should
not be considered a cruelty offense
under the state’s animal cruelty stat-
utes.

According to the official U.S. gov-
ernment website for distracted driv-
ing, some distractions while driving
include: eating and drinking, talking
to passengers, or adjusting a radio.
Should the State of New Jersey fine
citizens as they exit the fast food
drive through; or issue citations to
drivers that are seen changing the
radio station? Of course not, that prac-
tice would be seen as impractical and
avaricious. N.J.S.A 4:22-18 states,
“A person who shall carry, or cause to
be carried, a living animal or creature
in or upon a vehicle or otherwise, in
a cruel or inhumane manner, shall be
guilty of a disorderly persons offense
and punished as provided in subsec-
tion a. of R.S.4:22-17.” The fine of
this penalty can range from $250 to
$1,000 and carry a six-month jail

term for each offense. This would
include, for example, carrying an
animal in the back of an open pick-up
truck, yet it is quite a stretch to equate
driving a dog to the groomer or vet-
erinarian in the back seat of a car as
“cruel.”

The NJVMA acknowledges that
unrestrained pets can be a distraction
to drivers and recommends that when
traveling with a pet, the animal be
transported so as not to be a distrac-
tion to the driver. All pets have indi-
vidualized needs and may include
placing your pet in a traveling crate,
pet seatbelt harness or in the back
seat. Nevertheless, the NJVMA does
not endorse the imputation of cita-
tions under the animal cruelty stat-
ute.

The NJVMA works to assure that
pets stay safe, but would be disheart-
ened to see any animal owner cited
inappropriately for animal cruelty. It
is also important to remember in these
warm summer months, to not leave
pets unattended in a parked car as the
high temperature can be fatal to your
pet.

Anthony DeCarlo
N.J. Veterinary Medical Assoc.

Father’s Day Offers Us Chance
To Salute Special Men In Our Lives

This Sunday, June 17, is Father’s Day. It is the day
we pay tribute to our fathers, grandfathers, husbands
and other men who play such a unique role in the
lives of their families and in the lives of others who
look up to them.

A father’s relationship with his children’s mother,
and his children, can set the tone of family life for
multiple generations. A son sees his dad as a role
model for manhood; for a daughter, he is the first
male in her life. Through his values, character and
conduct, a father can have a profound influence on
his children’s future relationships and parenting style.
In the way he handles his responsibilities, in the
sacrifices he makes for his family, he helps to shape
the kind of adults his children will become.

The concept of a day to honor fathers began more
than a century ago and may have multiple origins.
The first Father’s Day celebration occurred on June
19, 1910 in Spokane, Wash., where it became an
annual tradition. Sonora Smart Dodd (1882-1978),
who lived in Spokane, is primarily credited with its
inception. Her inspiration was her own father, Wil-
liam Jackson Smart, a Civil War veteran who raised
six children on his own following the death of his
wife. Just as there was now Mother’s Day, Mrs.
Dodd felt fathers should likewise be recognized for
their dedication to their families. Mrs. Dodd peti-
tioned the Spokane Ministerial Alliance and the
local Young Men’s Christian Association for sup-
port of a day to honor fathers and proposed June 5
– her father’s birthday. While the organizations
both endorsed her idea, the celebration could not be
held until the third Sunday in June.

The custom of a day honoring fathers subse-
quently gained popularity across the nation. For
decades after that inaugural celebration in Spokane,
Mrs. Dodd continued to campaign for official recog-
nition of Father’s Day. She lived to see her labor of
love come to fruition. President Lyndon Johnson, in
1966, signed a presidential proclamation establish-
ing the third Sunday of June as Father’s Day. Presi-
dent Richard Nixon followed this in 1972 by making
Father’s Day a permanent national holiday.

While Mrs. Dodd receives primary credit for the
creation of Father’s Day, the devastating Fairmont
Coal Company Mining Disaster in Monongah, W.
Va. on December 6, 1907 may have been an inspira-
tion as well. Explosions in two mines claimed the
lives of 362 men and boys that day in what remains
the nation’s worst mine disaster. A West Virginia
church held a service on July 5, 1908 to commemo-
rate the lives of these fathers and family men, al-
though it did not become an annual observance.

A man need not have children of his own to
perform that all-important role of “father figure” in
the life of a young person. Stepfathers, foster fathers,
uncles, coaches, scout leaders and clergy, among
others, can have an equally important influence.

Here’s wishing all dads, granddads, surrogate
dads and all other special father figures in our
communities and beyond a happy and healthy Father’s
Day. Let us remember them this Sunday, and on
other days as well, with a visit, phone call, card, gift
or even a simple note, thanking them for all they
have done for us and for their invaluable presence in
our lives.

Cranford Committee Should Adopt
Bylaws by Ordinance ASAP

The 2012 Cranford Township Com-
mittee can do pretty much whatever
it likes, just like the 2011 committee.
And why is that? Neither governing
body approved bylaws, the document
stipulating the rules that are to be
followed by Cranford’s municipal
government.

Cranford’s bylaws are typically
adopted by resolution at the Town-
ship Committee’s re-organization
meeting held on or about January 1st
of each year. The 2010 Cranford
Township Committee was the last to
do so. The omission in 2011 was to
allow the appointment of Daniel
McCarthy as township Attorney, de-
spite his failure to comply with the
“Fair and Open” process stipulated
in the township’s bylaws. As the year
progressed, the impact of failing to
adopt bylaws and the committee’s
preference for operating behind
closed doors were evident.

Article II, Section 3.0(A) of the
bylaws, Public Procurement Practices
for all Offices Governed by the Town-
ship Committee, states: “The Town-
ship Committee is committed to open-
ness, transparency, fairness and the
highest standard of ethical conduct in
its business dealings pertaining to the
purchase of goods and performance
of services for all Township opera-
tions, programs and services that are
offered... All activities shall be gov-
erned by sound procurement prac-
tices and policies, the Local Public
Contracts Law and Administrative
Code, Fair and Open procurement of
goods and services, professional ser-
vices, extraordinary unspecifiable
services, work, public works and
improvements, and concessions and
other statutes and regulations.” Un-
doubtedly, the 2011 Township Com-
mittee failed to meet such a standard
in conducting the township’s affairs.
And efforts to hold to such a standard
may have played a role in the sudden
and unexplained departure of Ms.
Marlena Schmid, prior township ad-
ministrator.

Was the failure by the 2012 com-
mittee to adopt bylaws designed to
avoid the rules applying to the hiring

of professionals? The process out-
lined in Article II certainly was not
followed in the selection and appoint-
ment of the new township adminis-
trator. The discussions to give Mr.
Mason the township administrator
position on a permanent basis began
prior to the end of 2011, and there
was no formal process followed ei-
ther in 2011 or 2012 to fill the profes-
sional opening. It should be noted
that he was serving as chief of police
and acting administrator during the
extensive excavation at the
Birchwood Avenue site.

The 2012 committee followed
lockstep the 2011 committee’s ac-
tions regarding bylaws, policy, and
the appointment of a new administra-
tor. No serious consideration was
given to conducting a true search for
the most qualified candidate. Mr.
Robinson offered at the March 12,
2012, workshop meeting that Mr.
Mason may not have applied had the
type of search required by the bylaws
been conducted. Why should that
matter? Residents are expected to be
satisfied with the Township
Committee’s explanation that the
committee feels “comfortable” with
their choice. Such disdain coming
from the governing body is becom-
ing common place and should be
rejected by Cranford’s residents.

The simplest way to end disruption
regarding the bylaws is to have them
adopted by ordinance. Such a change
would prevent each year’s new gov-
erning body from playing political
games with the bylaws. The bylaws
would be in place permanently and
could only be changed with an
amended ordinance, which requires
a public hearing. Such a change would
help prevent the abuses seen during
the past year and half. The 2012 Town-
ship Committee should adopt the
bylaws by ordinance as soon as pos-
sible and take a long hard look at the
way it is conducting itself.

Mark C. Smith
Cranford

Thank You Westfield
Police Department

We would like to take this opportu-
nity to thank the Westfield Police
Department for their efforts on June
2nd (the day of the WHS Prom) at our
homes controlling traffic. Along with
our neighbors, Barbara and Mark
Mitchell, we hosted two pre-prom
parties on our street, which is a small
cul-de-sac with very little on street
parking. The police department, in
particular Detective Lisa Perotta and
Sergeant Jason McErlean, worked
with us in advance to place “no park-
ing” signs, find alternate parking ar-
eas and on the day of the prom they
were extremely helpful directing traf-
fic and handling all of the vehicular
logistics that permitted us to focus on
the main event – taking prom pic-
tures!

Thank you again for all of your
help and ensuring the safety of all the
WHS prom attendees and their fami-
lies and friends. The events were a
big success and could not have been
achieved so smoothly without your
help.

Pam and Rob Rediker
Barbara and Mark Mitchell

Westfield

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Dilaniation – A tearing in pieces
2. Hamadryas – Dog-faced ape
3. Hallux – The great toe
4. Thallassic – Of the sea or ocean

TRUTINATE
1. Interlaced or linked
2. To weigh or consider
3. To please, charm or delight
4. Repetitious

DEICTIC
1. Pointing out or proving directly
2. Showing patience; calmness
3. Established practice or custom
4. The state of being worldly; mun-

dane
TRUCULENCE

1. Grief, sorrow
2. Deriding or ridiculing behavior
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Savageness of manner; fierceness

DEHORS
1. Abnormal fear of childbirth
2. A given site or location
3. In law, outside of or foreign to
4. Pertaining to the night

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

High School Graduation: Long
Road Ends as New World Emerges
Next week, our high school se-

niors graduate – leaving the realm of
their childhood and emerging to a
whole new and exciting world. Indi-
vidually, they applied considerable
effort, study and talent to achieve
this goal, and we congratulate them.

Parents and teachers were their
partners in these achievements – the
community participated too. Soon
the students will realize they are no
longer high school students – a change that happens
almost overnight.

Most will enter college in a few months. As they
arrange their dormitory quarters, many parents will
gaze in the rooms at their childhood homes – joyful
for the success of their sons and daughters, though
contemplating the silence for a moment.

We congratulate the 2012 graduating classes of

Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood high schools. Enjoy and
remember the moment. Please be
safe in your celebrations.

Growing up is a continuous pro-
cess for people of all ages. Dear
graduates, always stay young as
you continue to mature and reach
out to life. Many circumstances
will surely present themselves.
Grab them as you may. Make your

own paths too – and remem-
ber your roots and your
friends at your hometown.

For us, it’s a wonderful
thing to watch.

Go Raiders!
Go Blue Devils!

State Legislators LD-21
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
  Westfield (908)-232-3673
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
  Westfield (908)-232-2073
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
  Summit (908)-918-0414

State Legislators LD-22
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)
  Linden (908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
  Scotch Plains (908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
  Plainfield (908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance
 425 North Avenue E.
 Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733 For more information, see

www.goleader.com/help

Deadlines
General News - Friday 4pm

Weekend Sports - Monday 12pm
Classifieds - Tuesday 12pm

Ad Reservation - Friday 4pm
Ad Submittal - Monday 12pm

HI DAD!


