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 Courtesy of Jim Lowney/County of Union
OUTSTANDING EFFORT... Union County Freeholder Chairman Al Mirabella,
right, congratulates Ken Gorman of the Fanwood Volunteer Fire Department,
center, on earning the Battalion Chief Ken Nocera Memorial Award for Out-
standing Excellence in Fire Fighter 1, fall semester, upon graduating from the
Union County Fire Training Academy in Linden. They are joined by Fanwood
Fire Chief John Piccola. Twenty-five firefighter recruits from the Clark, Cranford,
Fanwood, Garwood, Kenilworth, Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains and Sum-
mit Fire Departments graduated in the fall 2011/spring 2012 Classes.

Stender Bill Hikes Penalties
 For Guns in Schools

Sgt. Viglianti, 97, to Receive
Bronze Star on June 24

WESTFIELD – Battle of Bulge
veteran, Sergeant Ennio John
Viglianti of Westfield, 97, will be
presented with his long-awaited
Bronze Star at a special 3 p.m.
ceremony on Sunday, June 24, at
the Scotch Plains American Le-
gion Hall, located at 237 Park Av-
enue.

The quest to secure the Bronze Star
for Sgt. Viglianti, the uncle of the late
Mountainside Mayor Robert
Viglianti, began in Late 2010 when
he told a group of golfing buddies
about his experiences in the Battle of
the Bulge, and the fact that he was
recommended for the award but never
received it. He referred to a news
article, which appeared in The
Westfield Leader in April 1945, which
quoted his commanding officer, Colo-
nel George Ruhien, who said “...the
energetic and untiring devotion to
duty of Sgt. Viglianti exemplifies the
highest tradition of the service.”

Sgt. Viglianti served as ammuni-
tion chief on the Service Battery, 3rd
Armored Field Artillery Battalion,
Combat Command A, 9th Armored
Division.

“By rotating drivers and using pre-
ventive maintenance while the trucks
were being serviced, he (Sgt.
Viglianti) was able to keep all trucks
rolling despite snowstorms, icy
roads, fatigued drivers and enemy
action,” Col. Ruhlen stated in the
1945 Leader article. “Some ammu-
nition was being hauled as far as 120
miles and was under shell fire some
of the time.”

Art Lundgren, one of the group of
golfers who took the lead in working
to get Sgt. Viglianti’s his Bronze Star,
commented: “When I decided to re-
quest that the Army check into Vig’s
claim, I used documents provided by
him including his discharge papers,
various articles about his unit, and
also researched information on the
9th Armored Division, 3rd Field Ar-
tillery Battalion on the Internet.”

“Using this data, I contacted the
Military Personnel Records in St.
Louis only to be informed that all
Army personnel records from 1912
to 1959 were destroyed in a fire in the
mid 70’s. They referred me to the
Army Review Agency for my ap-
peal,” Mr. Lundgren said. “When I
was informed that the review process
could take over one year, I contacted
Senator (Frank) Lautenberg’s and
Rep. (Leonard) Lance’s offices for
help. Both responded quickly and
suggested that only one office should

be involved in order to avoid a dupli-
cate effort. Since Rep. Lance’s office
was in Westfield, Vig’ s hometown, I
decided to pursue the request through
them.”

After contacts with the Army De-
partment of Human Resources
(Awards and Decorations Branch),
the Army Review Boards Agency
said more specific information and a
personnel recommendation from an
immediate superior officer was
needed.

“I found that most of them were
deceased, and the National Archives,
which provided me with detailed in-
formation in an ‘After Action Report’
dated December 1 to December 31,
1944, I resubmitted a request for a
further review. However, it did not
seem to be enough.

“Enter, 93-year-old Capt. (now
Col. Retired) Bob Rupp who turned
out to be Vig’s immediate command-
ing officer. Last September I received
a call from Vig’s son, Joe, who in-
formed me that his dad had received
an invitation from Col. Rupp to at-
tend a reunion of the Field Artillery
Battalion. This was the break we
needed. I contacted Col. Rupp who
wrote [a] letter of recommendation,
which was the final piece of our
pursuit of the Bronze Star, ” Mr.
Lundgren said.

The completed form was submit-
ted to Rep. Lance’s office, which
forwarded it with the Congressman’s
letter of recommendation, to the De-
partment of Human Resources. On
May 9, the day before Mr. Viglianti’s
97th birthday, Mr. Lundgren received
a call from Human Resources in-
forming him that the request had been
approved.

According to a copy of the cita-
tion on the medal, “Sergeant
Viglianti constantly resupplied units
of the 9th Armored Division be-
tween distances of 75 to 100 miles
in its drive to relieve the 101st Air-
borne Division in Bastogne
[Belgium]…under extremely haz-
ardous conditions” helping the 3rd
Armored Field Artillery Battalion
to accomplish its mission.

Mr. Viglianti will be presented with
the Bronze Star by Brig. General
Vincent Stahl. Over 35 family mem-
bers from three states will be attend-
ing in addition to members of his
“golfing family.” The Legion, under
the direction of Commander Alex
DiPace, will provide the required
military environment and protocol
for the presentation.

TRENTON — An Assembly com-
mittee has advanced legislation spon-
sored by Assemblywoman Linda
Stender (D-22, Scotch Plains) that would
upgrade the penalty for carrying a fire-
arm in school buildings and grounds.

“We send our children to school so
they can exercise their right to an
education and a better way of life,”
said Asw. Stender, a former Fanwood
mayor and Union County freeholder.
“We should not have to worry about
whether they’ll return home at the end
of the day. It seems as if every week
we read about another senseless trag-
edy involving gun violence in our
schools. The only way to be proactive
against this threat is to combine vigi-
lance with a tougher, no-nonsense
approach to weapons possession.”

The bill (A-1216) would upgrade
the penalty for possessing a firearm in
or upon any part of the buildings or
grounds of any school, college, univer-
sity or other educational institution
without the written authorization of the
governing officer of the institution.

Currently, carrying a firearm on
school grounds is punishable by im-
prisonment for a term of three to five
years, a fine of up to $15,000 or both.
Asw. Stender’s bill would upgrade
the penalty to a term of imprisonment
of five to 10 years, a fine of up to
$150,000 or both, as the crime would

be moved from a third-degree to a
second-degree crime.

The lawmaker said that upgrading
the penalty for this particular fire-
arms violation would bring it into
conformance with the penalties cur-
rently imposed for the possession of
a firearm for an unlawful purpose
and the unlawful possession of a hand-
gun. The measure was approved by
the Assembly Law and Public Safety
Committee and now awaits consider-
ation by the full Assembly.
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GRAND OPENING!                              
>UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP<                          

Friday, June 15, 2012, 7:00AM-10:00PM 

ALL DAY BOGO SPECIAL*     

>>BALLOON SCULPTURES AND FACE PAINTING<<    
4:00-7:00PM                                          

>>>ENTER TO WIN FABULOUS PRIZES<<<             
>>>>LOTS OF GREAT GIVEAWAYS<<<< 

*Buy one Footlong or 6-inch sub at regular price and get a 
second Footlong or 6-inch sub of equal or lesser price. 

FREE 

Valid only at 106 Quimby Street, Westfield, NJ on June 15, 2012 

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

Small Biz Loan Program
Launched in Union County

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Union County Economic Develop-
ment Corporation have announced
the “Union County Means Business
Loan Initiative,” a new program de-
signed to help small businesses get
access to low interest loans for equip-
ment, inventory and other needs.

The loans will be administered by
the Union County Economic Devel-
opment Corporation (UCEDC), a
certified U.S. Small Business Ad-
ministration microlender. As a
microlender, UCEDC’s mission is to

make loans to small businesses that do
not qualify for conventional lending
by banks. UCEDC has agreed to lower
its interest rates for the Loan Initiative,
with fixed rates starting at 6 percent
for short-term loans of up to $50,000.
Businesses can use the funds for equip-
ment, inventory, working capital, and
renovations on owned property. The
reduced rate under the Loan Initiative
will be available for applications re-
ceived by October 1, 2012.

Visit www.ucedc.com or  ucnj.org/
or ucnj.org/ucmeansbusiness for more
information.

Munoz Bill on Harboring
Sex Offen. Clears Panel

TRENTON — Legislation sponsored
by Assemblywoman Nancy Muñoz (R-
21, Summit) to increase penalties for
harboring or concealing a sex offender
has been approved by the Assembly
Law and Public Safety Committee.

 The bill, A-2079, would require
an offender to serve a minimum term
of imprisonment without eligibility
of parole for harboring or concealing
a convicted pedophile who fails to
register as a sex offender at their
current residence. They would face a
minimum term of three years in jail.

A Senate committee approved iden-
tical legislation, S-622, in March.

MS BOE Gets Presentation
On Improving Strategic Plan

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
borough’s board of education (BOE)
held their annual “goal setting re-
treat” on June 5. At the meeting,
members had a guest speaker who
presented a 17-slide presentation and
discussed ways to help improve the
2012-2013 “strategic plans” for the
Mountainside School District.

“The purpose of this board meet-
ing is to make sure the school district
is running efficiently and smoothly,”
BOE President James Ruban said.

The speaker, Dan Bearison, has 20
years experience in business and fi-
nancial planning. He was born and
raised in Mountainside and said he
felt the schools “district overview”
needed “an update.”

“I feel your district goals’ state-
ment needs a tremendous improve-
ment and your vision statement
should be replaced by a purpose state-
ment, Mr. Bearison said.

The school’s district overview and
their “vision” “mission” and “district
goals” statements can be found under
www.mountainsideschools.org

During his presentation Mr.
Bearison explained a “strategic plan”
into three points, which are having
“core values,” having a “purpose”
followed by having a “mission.”

“Anytime you make a plan you
need to refer to those three key ele-
ments,” Mr. Bearison told the BOE.

Mr. Bearison also brought to the
table and explained the “SWOT” analy-
sis which stands for strengths, weak-
ness, opportunities, and threats along
with the term “SMART” which stands
for specific, measurable, actionable,
results oriented, and time bound.

“When you’re looking at a goal,
refer to your SWOT and SMART strat-
egy to help you achieve,” he added.

After his presentation, BOE mem-
bers pressed forward and changed
the school’s district overview. They
made a rough draft and had each
member jot down ideas to change
“our district goals” along with “our
vision” statement.

By the end of the meeting, the
rough draft has been changed to: “The
purpose of the Mountainside Board
of Education is to represent the com-
munity through setting policy and
overseeing the district to ensure stu-
dents are provided with an optimal
education.”

“There’s not time tonight to fully
finish,” Mr. Bearison said. “We should
spend at least two hours each on

finalizing the school’s goals, mis-
sion, and vision which I feel, the
vision should be changed to a ‘pur-
pose’ statement.

“I speak his [Bearison’s] same lan-
guage. I agree we need a change,”
said board member Dante Gioia said.

“We need someone like you to
push us,” said BOE member Kate
Motz. “You gave us a great guideline
to follow.”

Finalizing the meeting he tested
the members and gave them home-
work.

“Sleep on this rough draft and we
will finalize it more. Next time you’re
online, Google ‘strategic planning’
and measure it by your job and ask
yourself, ‘how can I improve my
thought process for next time?’” Mr.
Bearison said.

Mr. Bearison has knowledge in
business processing and managing.
He has worked for Lucent Technol-
ogy, AT&T, and Omnicom Group.
He currently works for Omnicom
and has been for seven years along
with outside consulting which he does
on his spare time.

“With my job [Omnicom Group] I
am sent around the world to help
people improve with their business
by providing recommendations to
people,” he concluded. “In the end, I
feel you guys will have the best stra-
tegic plan. I feel I bring the willing-
ness and ability to help out.”

 “I would love to have you here
every meeting. I appreciate your time
and I can’t thank you enough,” Mr.
Ruban said.

College Loan Schedules
Addressed by Bill

TRENTON – Legislation that
would require educational brochures
on college loan repayment schedules
to be created and distributed to high
school students was released last week
by an Assembly Higher Education
Committee.

The measure (A-1083) would di-
rect the state Higher Education Stu-
dent Assistance Authority (HESAA)
to create a document that would serve
to educate high school students about
college loan repayment schedules.
The HESAA would be required to
post the document on its website and
distribute it annually to public and
nonpublic high schools. School dis-
tricts and nonpublic high schools
would be required to disseminate the
document to high school juniors and
seniors annually.

Mayors Look to Move
On Detention Project
REGION — The mayors repre-

sent ing communit ies  in  the
Rahway River Watershed met with
area legislators at Union County
College last week to seek support
for the funding in the next state
budget for the development of the
South Mountain  s tormwater
project.

Officials said the construction of a
dry detention basin in the South
Mountain Reservation is expected to
significantly reduce water elevations
during peak storm conditions in
Millburn, Union, Springfield,
Cranford and Rahway. The mayors
explained that the over $75 million of
flood damage was caused by Hurri-
cane Irene and that the detention
project is a positive response to flood
mitigation.

The detention project was evalu-
ated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers who has done hydrology work
to estimate the potential water eleva-
tion reductions. The mayors showed
a video produced by the Mayors
Council.

Mayors and their community engi-
neers will be meeting with the Army
Corps in their headquarters to con-
tinue to refine the analysis. The May-
ors Council on Rahway River Water-
shed Flood Control will also be hold-
ing a public hearing in Millburn on
Wednesday, June 27, to get input for
the various key environmental orga-
nizations.


