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WELCOME TO FANWOOD…Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr inaugurates the
newly unveiled “Welcome to Fanwood” sign on June 3. The sign, located at the
intersection of South and La Grande Avenues, is the Eagle Scout Project of Ricky
Abichandani of Troop No. 33. Ricky said Scouts and volunteers spent over 100
hours preparing, installing and landscaping the sign and the surrounding area.

Charlotte Murtishaw for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ABANDONED…This home at 36 Glenwood Road in Fanwood will be the subject
of a hearing at Borough Hall on Tuesday, July 17, as borough officials are
deciding whether to place it on the list of abandoned properties.

Courtesy of  Brooks Crandall
PRE-PROM GLITTER…Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School held their senior prom last Friday at Pines Manor in Edison.
A pre-prom party was held at the home of the Brown family. Pictured, from left to right, are: Joe Mcquoid and Lauren
Eckert, Louis Campanaro and Abigal Churman, Jose Sanchez, Laura Caupelli and Sam Brown, Marianna Caruso-Gilbert
and Grant Crandall.

Trip Whitehouse Betty Anne Woerner Karen Kulikowski

Grillstone Rest. Told to Resubmit
Application for 567-Ft. Addition

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment,
last Thursday evening, sent three ap-
plicants back to the drawing board
with applications deemed incomplete
by Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin.

Apollo 2, LLC, trading as
Grillstone Restaurant, located at 2377
Route 22 West, located in an R-3A
zone, wishes to construct a 567-
square-foot addition, and a 1,622-
square-foot outdoor patio area, which
would contain restaurant seating, thus
requiring a (d) use variance. The ap-
plicant, on Thursday, was seeking
site plan completeness only.

Board Engineer Steve Bolio had
several concerns about the applica-
tion. He said that lot lines had to be
re-surveyed and a copy of it had be
submitted to the board. Mr. Bolio
also questioned the proposed build-
ing elevation and signage. Apollo
attorney James Clarden said that no
changes in that area were proposed.
Mr. Bolio said waivers would be
needed for outside storage and park-
ing and should be submitted with the
application to the board.

“It looks like they’re narrowing the
driveway. All design waivers must be
attached so we know if the minimum
requirements are met,” Mr. Bolio said.
“We need a size and description of all

proposed topographical elevation
data.”

He also asked about any new light-
ing that would be added. Mr. Clarden
said there were no plans to install
additional lighting. Mr. Bolio also
questioned if the plans for drainage
were for above or below ground. An
engineer representing Apollo, Rob
Freund, stated that the drainage would
be below ground.

Board planner Mary Moody ques-
tioned the porch in back of the restau-
rant, and the 20-foot driveway de-
marcation.

Apollo was told by Mr. Loughlin
to resubmit a new site-plan applica-
tion, including any front-yard park-
ing variances sought, done by a cer-
tified architect. A public hearing on
the matter will be held at the Thurs-
day, July 12, board meeting if the
material submitted meets with board
approval.

Julia Beaumont sought approval to
construct a 30-by-25-foot deck at 413
Farley Avenue, located in an R-3A
zone. The borough ordinance requires
a rear-yard setback of 30 feet, where
Ms. Beaumont has proposed 13.5
feet. Ms. Beaumont said she wanted
the deck for added entertainment
space for her family.

She said the deck would be at an
elevation of three feet. Brian Doyle
asked if she was adding lighting to
the deck, to which Ms. Beaumont
said no. Board members Llewlyn
Jones and Susan Dinan noted the
deck was pretty big for the size of the
property. Board member Dan Sullivan
asked that she have an engineer sub-
mit a drawing of the deck and how it
would look on the property for the
board to be able to make a proper
decision on the application.

“It might make sense to have an
adequate site plan and survey. Your
contractor can help you with an accu-
rate drawing and pictures,” Mr.
Loughlin said. Mr. Jones added that
the deck should have cement posts as
a base.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Borough Looking to Declare
Glenwood Home Abandoned

By CHARLOTTE MURTISHAW
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — In August of 2006,
Fanwood resident Amy Sumner died
at the age of 100, leaving behind her
multigenerational descendents and
a white split level on Glenwood
Road.

Nearly six years later, the house
languishes untouched by any claim-
ants and overgrown with shrubbery.
Soon, it is expected to be moved
onto the abandoned property list,
after which the municipality as-
sumes control of the estate.

The house is more than qualified
for placement on the list, as the
basic criteria stipulate that the prop-

erty must be abandoned for at least
six months and the condition of the
property “constitutes a nuisance,”
according to Fanwood Attorney
Dennis Estis. Although the borough
has sporadically sent workers to
perform maintenance on the
grounds, the latter charge is sup-
ported by area residents, who have
watched the property fall slowly
into disrepair for nearly six years.

Susan Kocses, a neighbor, has
lodged numerous complaints with
various figures in the local govern-
ment.

“When people walk by, they stop.
I told this to the mayor. They stop,
people point fingers, a woman was
taking pictures one time. It’s dis-
gusting. It decreases the value of
my house, because that house is so
disgusting,” she said. “I called the
board of health because it was so
overgrown, and with the warm win-
ter and wet spring there’s an in-
crease of bugs and ticks and
mosquitos...My husband’s out there
mowing our lawn, trimming our
bushes. I don’t want to have to be
endangered because of it.”

Somewhat mysteriously, it is un-
clear who the true property owner is

following Ms. Sumner’s death.
Clinton Dicksen, director of the
Fanwood Public Works Department,
confirmed that the deceased remains
listed on current property records.

“You wonder why in six years
whoever the executor of the estate is
has not undertaken to sell the prop-
erty,” Mr. Estis said. “It’s a very
unusual length of time. Normally, it
does take a while to probate a will
and go through other requirements.
But maybe two, three years.”

When a house is placed on the
abandoned property list, it frees the
town to move forward with dealing
with the property as it sees fit. After
six years, it looks like the Glenwood
residence will finally be served –
after the requisite legal procedures.

“It’s a very slow process,” Ms.
Kocses said. “They told me that and
we’re being very patient but as an-
other season comes around, another
springtime, everybody’s out on their
properties – that still sits and it’s
very upsetting.”

The hearing, originally scheduled
for June 19, has been postponed
until prior to the borough council
meeting at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 17, at Borough Hall.

Mountainside Teachers
Rally for New Contract

By MEGHAN A. CUNNINGHAM
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — Approxi-
mately 45 teachers from the
Mountainside school district pa-
raded around Beechwood School
on Tuesday night despite the in-
clement weather to rally for a con-
tract, which they have been without
for two years.

The teachers, in matching blue
shirts, displayed red and white post-
ers as they chanted, “Still teaching,
still caring, no contract, two years!”
The teachers marched through the
board of education parking lot and
down Woodacres Drive in front of
the school.

The Mountainside school district
teachers’ salaries have been frozen
for two years. In addition, as a re-
sult of new state laws, teachers also
expressed their concern with re-
gards to healthcare benefits.

“At a minimum we lose 1.5 per-
cent of our salary. So our salary has
stayed the same for two years and
we have to put out more just to get
health insurance. So mothers who
work because they have to are los-
ing money, young people saving for
a house, older people wanting to

retire, all of that takes a toll on
people,” said Linda Shanahan, an
eighth-grade Language Arts
teacher.

Tuesday night’s rally was not the
first attempt by the Mountainside
teachers to demonstrate their need
of a contract. On May 22, the teach-
ers wore matching black T-shirts to
symbolize unity in their cause.
“We’ve done things that will not
negatively impact the children,” said
Jana MacMillan, a teacher who
commutes from Pennsylvania ev-
ery day.

“We understand there’s financial
problems that the whole state is
going through, and we would like
to have a fair settlement for our
members so they can provide for
their families,” said Suzanne Jenks,
president of the Mountainside Edu-
cation Association. “With this rally,
maybe the board will see that we’re
all united – that the entire associa-
tion wants the same thing and that
it’s just not a small group of people.”

At the end of the night, when
thanking her fellow supporters for
coming out, Ms. Jenks remarked
wittily, “the rain is tears for what
we’re going through.”

BOE Candidates File For
November School Election

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

TRENTON – With board of educa-
tion elections changing to November
this year, candidates for several towns
filed their nominating petitions to
seek office on June 5 to run.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three
current members including the presi-
dent, Norman “Trip” Whitehouse, and
members Karen Kulikowski and
Betty Anne Woerner, are running for
reelection for three-year terms.

Mr. Whitehouse, who has been a
Scotch Plains and Fanwood resident
for about 22 years, has three children
– two in college and one who is a
sophomore in high school – who have
all gone through the SP-F school
system. Involved in community ser-
vice and coaching his children in
sports for many years, he has served

on the board for 10 years.
“I grew up in a family where my

parents each served on the BOE at
different times, my dad was a coun-
cilman, and my grandfather the mayor
at one time,” he said. “My house was
very involved in civic participation,
and it really wasn’t a question of
what may have pushed me to run, just
what area I would choose to serve.”

With financial constraints and re-
ductions over the past few years, Mr.
Whitehouse said that now that they
are stable, the BOE wants to devote
time to maintenance work on the
schools, such as repairing the roofs.
He said the board wants to “bring
buildings back to their condition”
since they had to hold off on repairs
in order to maintain their schools’
programs.

“I just wanted to stay involved
since I haven’t heard of much inter-
est in candidacy with moving the
election to November,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. “I can comfort-
ably say this would be my last term,
and for the next few years, I hope to
help focus on developing a board
with future board leaders and add
some additional values.”

Mr. Whitehouse said he would
also like to incorporate more tech-
nology into the district curriculum
in addition to the growth of the
world languages offered at the
schools.

Ms. Kulikowski, who has lived in
Scotch Plains since 2000, has just
ended her first term on the board.
With one child who attended Park
Middle School and is now at Union
County College, she is a dentist
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Happy Father’s Day!


