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BEAUTIFUL…Westfield High School students pose for a photo as they enjoy a pre-prom party at the Rediker home on
June 2.

Courtesy of Alex Paglialunga

WHS Prom 2012
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Board of Education Candidates
his work on the facilities commit-
tee and chairman of the finance
committee.

“I look forward to serving again
if elected,” Mr. Mattessich said.
“Seeing students come into the
board room and showing their suc-
cess with the (school) play, athlet-
ics or test scores is very gratifying
to be a part of.”

During a tough economic time,
he said, the board has been able to
maintain the schools’ programs as
well as providing students with op-
portunities without cutting things
such as fine arts or core curriculum.

Ms. Ohlig, who has lived in
Westfield for 11 years, was ap-
pointed to the board in January af-
ter Ms. Walker resigned. With three
children who attend Jefferson El-
ementary School and Edison Inter-
mediate School, she said joining
the board was a great opportunity
and she was “lucky enough to get
selected.”

“I love serving on the board,
which has been a huge learning
experience, and I still feel like I’m
running uphill trying to get a real
sense of the issues,” she said. “I still
have a lot to learn, but I’m enjoying
it.”

A lawyer by training who works
at a firm in New York City, Ms.
Ohlig said the board has dealt with
many budgetary and facility issues,
including the repair of new roofs on
the school buildings as well as the
debate over turf field installation. It
also has dealt with the increasing
student population for the past few
years, which has prompted
Westfield to redistrict some students
at Washington Elementary School.

As a member of the BOE policy
committee, she said the group has
been looking at policies to update
and reevaluate, especially in regards
to technology in the schools. They
have $6 million allocated to get
them up to speed on these policies
and whether students should bring
their own devices to the classroom.

“The people serving on the board
are really committed to the best
interest of the kids, and I would like
to continue that,” Ms. Ohlig said.

In Scotch Plains-Fanwood, three
current members including the
president, Norman “Trip”
Whitehouse, and members Karen
Kulikowski and Betty Anne
Woerner, are running for reelection
for three-year terms.

Mr. Whitehouse, who has been a
Scotch Plains and Fanwood resi-
dent for about 22 years, has three
children – two in college and one
who is a sophomore in high school –
who have all gone through the SP-F
school system. Involved in commu-
nity service and coaching his chil-
dren in sports for many years, he has
served on the board for 10 years.

“I grew up in a family where my
parents each served on the BOE at
different times, my dad was a coun-
cilman, and my grandfather the
mayor at one time,” he said. “My
house was very involved in civic
participation, and it really wasn’t a
question of what may have pushed
me to run, just what area I would
choose to serve.”

With financial constraints and re-
ductions over the past few years, Mr.
Whitehouse said that now that they
are stable, the BOE wants to devote
time to maintenance work on the
schools, such as repairing the roofs.
He said the board wants to “bring
buildings back to their condition”
since they had to hold off on repairs
in order to maintain their schools’
programs.

“I just wanted to stay involved
since I haven’t heard of much inter-
est in candidacy with moving the
election to November,” Mr.
Whitehouse said. “I can comfort-
ably say this would be my last term,
and for the next few years, I hope to
help focus on developing a board
with future board leaders and add
some additional values.”

Mr. Whitehouse said he would
also like to incorporate more tech-
nology into the district curriculum
in addition to the growth of the
world languages offered at the
schools.

Ms. Kulikowski, who has lived in
Scotch Plains since 2000, has just
ended her first term on the board.
With one child who attended Park
Middle School and is now at Union
County College, she is a dentist
who also spent time on the PTA as
president.

“I enjoy giving something back
to the community and enjoy work-

ing with all the people on the board
and within the school district,” she
said. “We try to make things run
smoothly and work on whatever
comes up on the agenda including
personnel issues, negotiating, and
the curriculum.”

Similar to the issues Mr.
Whitehouse addressed, Ms.
Kulikowski also said the board was
limited by the budget and with the
cuts from a few years ago, it was
unable to get the funds for a new
roof.

“I’m not on the board for me, but
to help the kids,” she said. “We are
all volunteers and I have the time
and desire to help and that’s why I
do it.”

Although two incumbents have
filed to run for the Garwood BOE,
there is still a three-year seat open.
BOE President Adele Lewis and
current member Barbara Greet are
running for the three-year open po-
sitions. If there are no write-ins
during the election, then the board
will appoint another member to fill
the last position after interviewing
the candidates.

Ms. Lewis, who is a lifelong resi-
dent of Garwood and has two daugh-
ters who have attended Garwood
schools, has been serving on the
board for nine years and has been
president for seven-and-a-half-
years. Working as the Garwood
planning and zoning board admin-
istrator in Maplewood and as the
planning board secretary for
Garwood, she said she has always
been involved in her community.

“I joined the board because edu-
cating children is such an impor-
tant job and a great way to give
back to the community,” she said.

Along with the issues of dwin-
dling resources, she said they have
been dealing with the new mandates
regarding the state’s new bullying law
and the process of renting the Wash-
ington School to the Westfield Area
“Y.” “That’s an exciting thing right
now, especially to provide service for
a community and to enhance childcare
and recreation,” Ms. Lewis said.

“With a decade of service, I’m proud
of the board and our diligence,” Ms.
Lewis said. “I have to give credit to my
fellow board members who are very
diligent and have made it easy for
me.”

She is also one of the founding
members and trustees of the Educa-
tion Foundation of Garwood.

Ms. Greet, who has lived in
Garwood for 23 years and is the mother
of four children who are all in college,
has also served on the board for nine
years. A practicing registered nurse
for 38 years, she serves as the chair-
woman for the BOE’s education com-
mittee and is a member of the finance
and negotiations committees.

“It is a great opportunity to volun-
teer for the town and give back to the
school all four of my children at-
tended and graduated,” she said.

One issue the board had to work
with was taking Washington School
offline in order to maintain school
programs and staff. Working under a
tight budget with less funding every
year, Ms. Greet said the board had to
move students to Lincoln School to
save money.

Ms. Greet said she waited to serve
on the board until her children were
older because of the time commit-
ment, noting she wanted to give 100
percent.

“Unfortunately, not too many

people are stepping up to run and I
feel obligated to serve this great little
town,” Ms. Greet said. “Hopefully,
someone will step up who is young
in town with young children and
will want to get involved.”

Mountainside only has two open
seats for its BOE up this year. Cur-
rent members Jeane Parker and Kate
Motz decided to run again for three
more years on the board.

Ms. Parker, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2004, was ap-
pointed to the board in October 2011
after two members resigned. The
mother of one daughter who will be
graduating from the middle school,
she originally ran for the board and
lost by only several votes.

“I initially ran because I was just
really frustrated with the way the
board worked and the lack of com-
munication,” she said. “I was con-
cerned where the money was going
and what happened to money we
had lost and I was frustrated with the
status quo and how divisive the board
was.”

A senior writer for The New York
Post, Ms. Parker said she believes
the board needs to “beef up” com-
munication with newsletters and get
the community that does not have
children involved. With the forma-
tion of a communications commit-
tee, she said it has been a slow pro-
cess that needs to continue to be
more inclusive.

“I feel like they gave me a chance
after I lost, and I feel like for the first
time in many years there’s a focus
on what we need to do, what’s lack-
ing, and what’s good about our dis-
trict,” Ms. Parker said. “Everyone’s
moving in the direction we should,
and I want to continue and contrib-
ute to that.”

Since Mountainside and Berkeley
Heights share Governor Livingston
High School, Ms. Parker said the
Mountainside BOE has a strength-
ened relationship with Berkeley
Heights, which she said needs to
continue to be improved.

Ms. Motz, who has lived in
Mountainside since 2008, has served
on the board since October 2011
along with Ms. Parker. Ms. Motz has
three children, two who attend
Beechwood Elementary School and
the youngest who is in preschool at
Sundance in North Plainfield. As a
board member, she is a BOE liaison
to the Mountainside PTA and is a
member of the BOE’s community
outreach, curriculum and strategic
planning committees.

“I want to serve my community
and be a part of the growth of our
schools, a part of the change, a voice
for my fellow parents and an advo-
cate of our fantastic education sys-
tem,” she said.

Ms. Motz said she is mainly con-
cerned about community outreach
and strategic planning. These issues,
which have made some progress,
touch upon the board’s successes
and challenges and she affirmed,
“We need a good plan.” Ms. Motz is
also the creator of NJ Moms Guide,
which started in 2006 as Westfield
MomsTown and has branched out to
all parts of the state.

“It’s very refreshing to work with
a group of people that care so much
about their community, volunteers
that want to do whatever it takes to
make our schools better for our chil-
dren,” Ms. Motz said. “I look for-
ward to serving for as many years as
possible.”

Garwood sharing bulk service with the
township, and Westfield officials had
not returned her inquiries on sharing
the service.

Councilman Mathieu said he was in
favor of bulk but was swayed by the
length of time it took to get a plan in
place, and by Mr. Sluka’s viewpoints of
bulk. He also said the fee increase is a
“whack” to the taxpayer.

Four bidders submitted bids for the
construction of the athletic field com-
plex ranging from $2.75 to $3.2 mil-
lion, Councilman Petruzzelli said. One
bidder is protesting the bids and is to be
reviewed by the borough attorney.

A new proposal for the crossing
guards’ contract will be presented at
the council’s next meeting, Council-
woman Sara Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco explained, “The pro-
posal does not change the net income to
the current crossing guards, however,
because of changes to the legion of new
crossing guards and new guards hired,
as well as alternates, there would be
substantial savings to borough if the
motion is passed.”

A Republican bill, A-2454, stalled in
the State Legislature, would alter eligi-
bility requirements for unemployment
insurance for seasonal public entity
workers, and could include crossing
guards.

“This is not an issue at this mo-
ment. I don’t know why you are
talking about something that is still
in effect,” resident Bruce Paterson
said to the council.

It has been a hot topic at Garwood
council meetings with crossing guards
voicing their opposition to losing their
benefits.

Crossing Guard Rosemary Snow
said Tuesday that she is filing for
unemployment insurance.

The council voted, with Mr. Mathieu
abstaining, to approve a bond ordi-
nance to authorize the 2012 road and
drainage improvement project in the
amount of $340,000, with $185,000
to be provided by state funding. It
would include road resurfacing on
Willow Avenue and Maple Street and
drainage on Hickory Avenue, from
East Street to Lexington Avenue.

applicant sought relief for nine setback
and coverage ordinances. The board
approved the new plan with the condi-
tion that the Westfield engineer review
the drainage system.

Sonny and Tammy Adoni, who wish
to build a new large home with a three-
bay garage at 745 Lenape Trail, were
represented by attorney Robert Triarsi
of Cranford, architect Gabriel Calenda
of Kenilworth, engineer Victor Zinagra
of Cranford and planner Kevin O’Brien
of Rahway. At last month’s meeting,
the team had to stop their presentation
of the site plan because the meeting
was running past 11 p.m.

On Monday evening they did not
even get the opportunity to present
their work because the full board was
not present and they were asking for a
(d) variance. Board Attorney Vincent
Loughlin said he did not think it would
be appropriate to vote without the full
board present. Neighbors Joe O’Keefe
and Russ Howell of Prospect Street,
who live behind the Adoni property,
were present to express their concerns
about water and drainage, but were
unable to speak since the application
was not heard and the public portion
was not held.

The next meeting of the board will
be held Monday, July 9, at 7:30 p.m. at
the Westfield Municipal Building, lo-
cated at 425 East Broad Street.
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A letter was circulated announcing
the Garwood Republican Committee’s
candidates for District Leader, Cheryl
and Steven Blaufeder, representing
the voters of the second district. In the
letter, the committee said they en-
dorsed a change in the second district,
represented currently by Mr. Mathieu,
because of Mr. Mathieu’s support for
having a Democrat in the council
president’s seat, among other reasons.

Councilman Mathieu told The
Westfield Leader that he voted for Mr.
Sluka “because I believe he had the
character to be council president and
because I believe he is more conserva-
tive than any of the other members of
the Republican Party.”

Resident John Conlin inquired about
the HUD (federal government De-
partment of Housing and Urban De-
velopment) development at the former
St. Anne’s School that was approved
two years ago, and asked if Garwood
residents would have preference in
applying. The mayor said housing units
are offered on a first come, first served
basis, and must meet certain qualifica-
tions under HUD rules. The housing
development would be for low-income
senior citizens. She said it is a federal
program that does not show prefer-
ence for Garwood residents. Mr.
Conlin said he would not have voiced
his approval of the project had he
known Garwood seniors would not
have first crack at housing.

Senior citizens who would like to
apply should contact the Westfield
Senior Citizen Housing Corporation,
the sponsor, to get on its mailing list,
the mayor advised.

Mr. Conlin also suggested to the
council that legal ads be printed in The
Westfield Leader, and not the Cranford
Chronicle because the Chronicle has
not reported Garwood news for many
weeks.

Mr. Petruzzelli announced the
Garwood Recreation Committee now
has a Facebook page.

Mr. Sluka and Mr. Mathieu said they
had attended the most recent Union
County Freeholders meeting, as part of
a new suggestion by Councilwoman
Todisco.
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Cranford Committee Okays Budget,
With 2.96-Percent Tax Hike

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for TheWestfield Leader

CRANFORD – The township com-
mittee, on a 3-2 party-line vote Tues-
day night, gave final approval to the
2012 municipal budget that will be
financed by a 2.96-percent increase in
property-tax levies.

The $33.97-million spending plan –
of which $22.5 million will be financed
by property taxes with $900,000 in
surplus also contributing – was criti-
cized by the two committee Demo-
crats, with Commissioner Kevin
Campbell saying that too much surplus
was being used, a move he called “not
wise at this time.” He said the surplus
should be looked at as “the savings
account of the town” and more should
be set aside for future emergencies
such as another hurricane and flood-
ing.

“Lower taxes shouldn’t come at
the expense of drawing down the
surplus,” he said.

But Mayor David Robinson, a
Republican, countered by saying

that he was not a big believer in
maintaining large surplus balances.

“That’s your money,” he told resi-
dents at Tuesday’s committee meet-
ing, adding that he had favored,
unsuccessfully, using another
$100,000 in surplus funds to lower
the property tax hike even further.
Deputy Mayor Andis Kalnins, a Re-
publican, said he was confident that
the surplus would replenish itself.

Among the more significant line
items in this year’s budget are $5.3
million in salaries and wages for
the police department, the largest
expense in the spending plan. Fire
department salaries and wages and
operating expenses will total about
$3.5 million. Group health insur-
ance costs will amount to $3.8 mil-
lion this year. Construction code
fees are anticipated to be $756,000
vs. $625,000 last year. And the li-
brary, which will be financed by a
separate line item on property-tax
bills, will see a $1.36-million bud-
get.

During the brief public hearing, a
resident asked what options the com-
mittee had for next year’s budget, when
revenue from the Payment-in-Lieu-of-
Taxes (PILOT) program at Cranford
Crossing will not be available. That
program allows local governments to
retain most property-tax revenue from
certain types of housing developments
for a set period of time. Deputy Mayor
Kalnins said the committee would look

at ways to offset the expected revenue
loss of about $275,000. Mayor
Robinson said the committee did not
expend all of the PILOT money this
year, so the “hit,” as he termed it, will
not be as bad as expected next year.

In other business, the committee ap-
proved an ordinance changing the
Downtown Management Corporation’s
(DMC) name to the Downtown Busi-
ness and Economic Development Of-
fice. Commissioner Lisa Adubato-Nesi
said the move had come in response to
a “long-standing request” from the
DMC, adding that the new moniker
“better reflects the responsibility and
role” of the organization. Commis-
sioner Campbell cast the lone vote
against the change, calling it “unneces-
sary.” He said the new name was “too
wordy, too bureaucratic. It sounds like
something out of the Soviet Union.”

At the start of the meeting, Mayor
Robinson handed out proclamations to
three newly-minted Eagle Scouts:
Daniel J. Van Ostenbridge, Thomas
Gabriel Cappucci and Theodore
Winkleblech. He also presented a proc-
lamation to resident Louis Margolis to
mark his 90th birthday. Ten Girl Scouts
received proclamations for achieving
the Gold Award. And Commissioner
Edward O’Malley presented certificates
to two local businesses – Next Cleaners
and Cake Artist Café – for their efforts
at adopting environmentally-sustain-
able practices as part of the local Go
Green initiative.

eighth-grade Language Arts teacher.
Tuesday night’s rally was not the

first attempt by the Mountainside teach-
ers to demonstrate their need of a con-
tract. On May 22, the teachers wore
matching black T-shirts to symbolize
unity in their cause. “We’ve done things
that will not negatively impact the chil-
dren,” said Jana MacMillan, a teacher
who commutes from Pennsylvania
every day.

“We understand there’s financial prob-
lems that the whole state is going through,
and we would like to have a fair settlement
for our members so they can provide for
their families,” said Suzanne Jenks, presi-
dent of the Mountainside Education Asso-
ciation. “With this rally, maybe the board
will see that we’re all united — that the
entire association wants the same thing
and that it’s just not a small group of
people.”

At the end of the night, when thank-
ing her fellow supporters for coming
out, Ms. Jenks remarked wittily, “the
rain is tears for what we’re going
through.”
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Courtesy of Josephine Donatelli
WHS...Couples gather for pre-prom night at the house of Dr. Andrew
Maran and Carolyn Kalos in the Brightwood Section of Westfield. Pictured
are: Jordan Yarusi and Joseph Porchetta, Gabrielle Fraenkel and Adam
Firestone, Betsy Freeman and Paul DeVita, Nicoletta Kalos and Josh
Posluszny, Madison Yarusi and Timothy York, and Jillian Mongiove and
Justin Ricardo.


