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– Obituaries –Dr. Eugene Kertis, Had Area Practice;
Medical Director at Elizabeth General
Eugene R. Kertis, MD, former

medical director of Elizabeth Gen-
eral Hospital, who practiced medi-
cine for nearly 50 years in northern
New Jersey, passed at his home in
Barnegat Sunday night, May 27,
2012.

Dr. Kertis was born in Bayonne,
N.J. on February 9, 1923 to Joseph
Kertis and Mary (Gall) Kertis and
grew up in Roselle, N.J. He attended
Muhlenberg College starting in 1940,
and in 1943 enlisted in the U.S. Army.
He turned down an appointment to
Officer Candidate School and instead
was accepted into a military program
at Temple Medical School. He studied
medicine there until the end of the war
in 1945, and after his discharge, fin-
ished his last two years on the GI Bill.

He opened his office as a general
practitioner in his parents’ home in
Roselle in 1948. Dr. Kertis worked
in solo practice, making up to 18
house calls a day, and doing every-
thing from delivering babies to re-
moving tonsils. During his time as
an intern at Elizabeth General, he
had met Elizabeth Glaccum, a radi-
ology technician, and they married
in 1953. They had twin sons, David
and John, in 1955, and a third son,
Paul, in 1957. He moved to Westfield,
N.J. with his family in 1960, and in
2006, moved to Barnegat.

Dr. Kertis enjoyed delivering ba-
bies – he said it was the happiest part
of medicine – and in 1958 entered
an OB-GYN residency at Bellevue
Hospital in New York City. He be-

gan practicing obstetrics in 1961 as
part of the Elizabeth Obstetrics
Group. He continued in private prac-
tice until 1982, when he was ap-
pointed medical director of Eliza-
beth General, a post he served in
until his retirement in 1989.

After retirement he stayed active
in medicine, working with pregnant
substance abusers in the Elizabeth
General Perinatal Addiction program
until 1997.

As a boy, he had spent time on his
grandfather’s farm in Belfast, Pa. and
after his parents bought acreage in
western New Jersey, spent much of
his free time there working outdoors.
He also had a knack for mechanical
work and enjoyed working on cars.

He served in the Medical Corps of
the N.J. National Guard from 1948
to 1958, rising to the rank of major.

He is survived by his wife and
three sons, as well as his daughters-
in-law, Jennifer, Teresa and Peggy;
six grandchildren and a great-grand-
daughter.

A memorial service was held on
Saturday, June 2, at The Presbyte-
rian Church in Westfield, where he
was a member for many years.

Arrangements were by the Bugbee-
Riggs Funeral Home of Barnegat.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be
sent to The National Parkinson Foun-
dation, 1501 N.W. 9th Avenue/Bob
Hope Road, Miami, FL 33136-1494.
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Richard Hoerrner, 86
Richard J. Hoerrner, 86, of Scotch

Plains passed away on Tuesday,
May 29, 2012, at Valley Hospital in
Ridgewood.

Born in Rahway, he had lived in
Linden before moving to Scotch
Plains in 1955.

Richard was a longtime member
of the First United Methodist
Church in Scotch Plains. He volun-
teered with the food bank and Meals
on Wheels. He also was an avid fan
of auto racing.

Mr. Hoerrner’s wife, Mildred,
predeceased him in 1994.

Surviving are his son, Thomas F.
Hoerrner, and his wife, Stephanie,
and his granddaughter, Allison.

Funeral services were held on
Saturday, June 2, at the Memorial
Funeral Home, 155 South Avenue
in Fanwood. Interment followed at
Fairview Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to the American Cancer
Society (www.cancer.org). For ad-
ditional information or to express
condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.
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Sylvia Perry, 93, Active In Community;
Was Longtime Resident of Westfield

Sylvia Purcell Perry was born
within moments of her beloved twin
sister, Phyllis Gray, on June 2, 1918
in Squantum, Mass. to Charles and
Esther Nilson Purcell,
and passed away one
day short of her 94th
birthday.

Mrs. Perry was hap-
pily married to Stephen
Fiske Perry from August
1940 until his death in
1998. Mrs. Perry at-
tended Simmons Col-
lege in Boston, Mass.
and was active in many
charitable organizations
that helped families in
need, including helping
create and support the Westfield Day
Care Center, which provides quality
and affordable child care.

A longtime active member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield,
N.J., Mrs. Perry also was an avid
reader and employee of the
Mountainside Public Library and was
active in bridge, tennis, travel, knit-
ting and collecting antique china un-
til her death on June 1, 2012 in Los
Gatos, Calif.

Cherished mother of Timothy Perry
(Debi) of Dallas, Tex., Susan Perry
Pines (Jack) of Palo Alto, Calif. and
Ned Perry (Deborah Peterson) of Port-

land, Ore., and treasured
grandmother of Stephen
Pines (Elsbeth), Margaret
Porto (Alex), Julia Pines,
Sylvia Peterson-Perry,
Rebecca Peterson-Perry,
Karina Perry, Michael
Perry and Brian Perry, Mrs.
Perry was preceded in death
by her twin sister, Phyllis
Gray; brother, Stanley
Purcell; son, Thomas Perry,
and husband, Stephen
Perry. Everyone who knew
her will miss Mrs. Perry’s

unflagging warmth and grace.
The family is grateful to the staff of

the Terraces in Los Gatos, Calif.,
where Mrs. Perry resided since 1997
and was lovingly cared for until her
passing. In lieu of flowers, donations
may be made to the Organ Fund at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, Westfield,
N.J., the Westfield Day Care Center,
or the Building Fund of The Terraces
of Los Gatos, Los Gatos, Calif.
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Sylvia Perry

Holy Trinity Seniors
To Wind Up Season

WESTFIELD – The Holy Trinity
Senior Social Club will hold its final
meeting of the season on Monday,
June 11, at 12:30 p.m. at its new
parish center. A luncheon is planned.
Interested persons are asked to call
Dominic Lisanti at (732) 388-4367.
The price is $15 per person.

Club President Eleanor Wall, on
behalf of the membership, thanked
Father Matthew Looney, moderator,
for planning club trips and his other
contributions to the organization. He
has some trips in the works for the
fall. Details will be available at the
club’s September meeting.

She also expressed appreciation to
all who do baking for the club; Terry
Toplasky for making all the telephone
calls to get bakers and for serving; all
those who donate to the food pantry;
Mercelle McKeon for chairing the
Sunshine Committee; Dominic and
Phyllis Lisanti for their decorations
and their other efforts, and Vice-Presi-
dent Nancy Ceislik for all her help.

Anyone interested in joining the
Holy Trinity Senior Social Club may
call Eleanor at (908) 925-5454.

CARE AND COMPASSION…In recognition of National Volunteer Week, April
15 to 21, Life Choice Hospice honored its hospice volunteers who bring compas-
sion, support and dignity to those facing a serious, life-limiting illness. Volunteers
from St. Anne’s Church in Garwood donated hand-made prayer shawls to
patients of Life Choice Hospice. Pictured, from left to right, are: Josephine
Sheehan, Marie Hartung, Dolores Benoit, Rose Basso, Mary Spina, Lena Prode
and Mary Walsh. Life Choice Hospice is always seeking committed volunteers in
Bergen, Essex, Morris, Middlesex, Passaic, Union, Somerset and Warren Coun-
ties. For further information, contact Diane Coloney at 1-(800) 557-7570, exten-
sion no. 412, or dcoloney@lifechoicehospice.com.

Local Scouter Is Honored
As James E. West Fellow

WESTFIELD – Doug DuBois of
Westfield recently was recognized by
the Watchung Mountain District of
the Patriots’ Path Council, Boy Scouts
of America, as a James E. West Fellow
during a recognitions dinner held at
Snuffy’s Pantagis in Scotch Plains.

The James E. West Fellowship is a
national recognition presented for cash
contributions of $1,000 or more to a
local council’s Endowment Fund.
Normally, the Fellow makes the con-
tribution to the Endowment Fund on
his own behalf. In other instances, it is
awarded as an honorarium or in rec-
ognition of a noteworthy achievement.

Mr. DuBois’ Fellowship was pre-
sented in recognition of his 70 years
of service to Scouting, through the
contributions of Scouters and friends
in the Watchung Mountain District
and local community.

Known as “Mr. D” to hundreds of
Scouts in Westfield, his Scouting ser-
vice includes being assistant scout-
master of Troop No. 72 of Westfield,
District Member at Large, District
Recognitions Committee, District
Committee, Council Member at
Large, Council Camping Committee
and the Flintlocks.

His adult leadership honors include
the Scouter’s Training Award, Wood
Badge Training Award, District Com-
mittee Key, District Award of Merit,
Silver Beaver, God and Service
Award, Order of the Arrow Founder’s

Award and the Vigil Honor.
Mr. DuBois is an active 50-year

member of The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield, has served as a deacon
and trustee, and is a member of the
Morning Craftsmen. He has actively
supported the Westfield Town Flag
Program since its inception, display-
ing 200 to 300 American flags
throughout the business district.

Earlier this year, the Patriots’ Path
Council recognized Mr. DuBois at a
reception honoring new Endowment
Members at the Birchwood Manor in
Whippany.

TRIKING FOR ST. JUDE…The Presbyterian Nursery School 4+ class and kinder-
garten participated in a St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital “Trike-A-Thon” April
30. The children spent a week learning about how the hospital helps to develop
treatment for children who are very sick and how they might be able to help raise
money to assist those children. The youngsters learned about bicycle safety in their
physical education class and then “triked” laps for donations. These children raised
$2,002 through the generosity of their families and neighbors for St. Jude.

A GREAT WALK…Westfield resident Eliza Bryen’s team participated
June 3 in their third walkathon at Liberty State Park in Jersey City, which
raises money to find a cure for Crohn’s Disease and Colitis. The team won
a prize for raising the greatest amount in the three days leading up to the
walk. Eliza thanks her friends and family for their support, as well as
Kicks N Sticks, Sole, Turning Point, Randal’s, Learning Express, The
Farmhouse Store, Rockn’ Joe and the Rialto Theatre. For more informa-
tion, go to ccfa.org.

Oasis Picnic Is Set
For This Sunday

MOUNTAINSIDE – Oasis Church
will hold its picnic this Sunday, June
10, directly following 11 a.m. ser-
vices. The church is located at 1180
Spruce Drive in Mountainside.

Each person/family is asked to
bring a dish or dessert to the picnic. A
Facebook invitation is circulating, or
interested persons may respond by e-
mail or sign up at the church Wel-
come Table. For more information
about Oasis Church, visit Oasis-
Church-NJ.com.

Free Program to Look
At Genetic Testing

SUMMIT – The Westfield Regional
Health Department and Overlook
Medical Center are partnering together
to offer a free program about genetic
testing on Monday, June 11. The pro-
gram will be held at Overlook Down-
town, located at 357 Springfield Av-
enue in Summit, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

This program will help answer health
questions about genetic testing. Dr.
Arnold Pallay will discuss how changes
and advances in technology are rapidly
ushering in a whole array of new path-
ways for individualized medicine of
the future. Refreshments will be served,
but registration is required. To respond,
call 1-(800) 247-9580.

OUTSTANDING…The Drama Competition Team from Roosevelt Intermediate
School in Westfield returned from the Newtown Theatre Festival in Pennsylvania
with the Outstanding Ensemble award. The team presented a one-act play called
How to Succeed in High School Without Really Trying. The cast included Maddie
Kevelson, Blake Fallon, Sophie Hurwitz, Lauren Brumfield, Sara Frankel,
Alexandra Jackman, Franki Colucci, and Pam Burke; Chrissy Harvey; and Alex
Frish. The team is under the direction of Roosevelt teacher, Kimberly Jonny.

Dr. Chris Freer Among
Imagine Trustee Board

WESTFIELD – Imagine has an-
nounced that Dr. Chris Freer, born and
raised in Westfield,
joined the board of trust-
ees of Imagine, A Center
for Coping with Loss, as
a founding board mem-
ber in January 2012.

Dr. Freer graduated
from the University of
Delaware with a Bach-
elor of Arts degree and
the University of Medi-
cine and Dentistry of
New Jersey, completing
his residency at Johns
Hopkins Hospital for
emergency medicine,
where he was Chief Resi-
dent during his last year.

He is married to his high school
sweetheart, Meg (DeOlivia) Freer, who
also grew up in Westfield, where they
are raising their four children, Sarah,
Becca, Allie and Colin.

Dr. Freer is partner and a past board
member of Emergency Medical Asso-
ciates; chairman of the Saint Barnabas
Medical Center Emergency Depart-
ment in Livingston since 2004; co-
chairman of Emergency Department
Leadership for Barnabas Health and
has worked closely on the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society Westfield Light
the Night Walk with his wife, who
organizes and runs the annual event.

“Working as an Emergency Medi-
cine Physician, I see the effects of what
a loss can do to a family,” he said.
“Having a center like Imagine in our
community to help children and their
families through this difficult time is
greatly needed. I am pleased to serve

on the board and help deliver this in-
credible resource to the community.”

Imagine, which
opened May 7, provides
free, year-round peer
support groups for chil-
dren ages 3 to 18 who
have had a parent or sib-
ling die, with concur-
rent groups for parents
and guardians. Free sup-
port groups also are
available for young
adults 18 and up who
have had a friend, sib-
ling or parent die.

For support or for more
information, visit
imaginenj.org or contact
info@imaginenj.org or

(908) 264-3100.
Dr. Chris Freer

Westfield Library
Unveils ‘Wowbrary’

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library is offering its pa-
trons free “Wowbrary” e-mail alerts
that showcase the library’s newest
items each week. The alerts feature
the latest bestsellers, movies, music
CDs, audio books, children’s titles,
cookbooks, mysteries, travel guides,
health books, science fiction and more
purchased by the library.

“Wowbrary alerts are a great new
way to enjoy and use your public
library more,” said Library Director
Phil Israel. “People are truly amazed
when they see in one place just how
many great new titles we purchase
each week, which they can reserve
and borrow at no cost. And we cover
all age groups and many diverse in-
terests.”

Wowbrary alerts quickly show what
is new, whether checked out or not,
all from the convenience of one’s
home, work or school computer. The
alerts are free and do not require a
library card – just a visit to
wowbrary.org.

The library also recently launched
a Facebook page with the goal of
making it even easier to learn about
everything that is going on at the
library. Interested persons are invited
to visit the library’s website,
wmlnj.org, and click on the Facebook
image. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.


