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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

TOP CITIZEN…Westfield Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, left, Assembly Minority
Leader Jon Bramnick (R-21, Westfield), second from left, and state Senate
Minority Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield), right, honor Lee Hale as the
Citizen-of-the-Year at the annual Westfield GOP dinner on May 29.

Alice Agran Showed
Dedication to Township

SCOTCH PLAINS – After 30 years
of service to Scotch Plains in various
capacities from parent-teacher asso-
ciation president to mayor, Alice
Agran resigned from Scotch Plains
Planning Board as of January 1.

After growing up in Brooklyn, N.Y.,
graduating Phi Beta Kappa from
Brooklyn College, Mrs. Agran mar-
ried a young physician, Martin Agran,
and made her voyage to Ohio and
Maine, before arriving in northern
New Jersey with a young baby in
1960. The Agrans than moved into a
home in Scotch Plains in 1965 along
with their second child.

Following the birth of her third child,
Mrs. Agran became active in the par-
ent-teacher association, becoming
president of the Shackamaxon School
PTA. She helped establish an active
group of PTA mothers, who than es-
tablished the first after-school pro-
gram. Following this, she and another
resident formulated and put into effect
the “Summer Evening Music on the
Green” program, which is still ongo-
ing. In 1978, Mrs. Agran was asked by
the Scotch Plains Republican Party to
run for township council, which she
accepted, winning the council seat
with the largest vote total of all GOP
and Democratic candidates.

Mrs. Agran was appointed mayor
by her fellow council members in
1981 and was instrumental in hiring
Tom Atkins as township manager.
Mr. Atkins retired a few years ago

after 28 years on the job. Mrs. Agran
was also responsible for honoring
hometown resident “Skeets
Nehemiah,” world champion hurdle
runner and professional football
player for the San Francisco 49ers.

When Mrs. Agran left office on Janu-
ary 1, 1983, she continued her service to
Scotch Plains by her appointments to the
zoning and planning boards. In March
1999, she was presented with the “Women
of Achievement Award if New Jersey” by
then Governor Christine Whitman and
the New Jersey General Assembly.

Ex-UCC Pres. Received
$1-Mil.-Retirement Benefit

Free N.J. Travel Guides
Available to Residents
SCOTCH PLAINS — State Sena-

tor Nicholas Scutari (D-22, Linden)
and Assemblywoman Linda Stender
(D-22, Scotch Plains) have announced
that they have complimentary travel
guides available for residents of the
22nd Legislative District.

“Our offices have recently received
several copies of the 2012 New Jer-
sey Travel Guide,” Senator Scutari
announced. “We encourage any in-
terested resident who would like one
to contact us to receive a copy.”

“This guide contains information
about upcoming events, lodging and
activities in all parts of our state. You
can use it to plan a day trip, or a
weekend getaway,” Asw. Stender said.

To receive a copy, call (908) 587-
0404 or (908) 668-1900.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

TRENTON — A review of New
Jersey’s 19 county colleges has found
that the highest salary paid in 2010
was to than Union County College
President Thomas Brown. His suc-
cessor, Margaret McNemamim, was
brought on the same year wile Mr.
Brown was on sabbatical.

The study, conducted by state
Comptroller Matthew Boxer, also
found that Mr. Brown received a $1
million lump-sum retirement pack-
age when he retired in December 2010.

“This $1 million distribution was
the result of annual contributions paid
by the college to the president’s
supplemental retirement plan over
his 19-year employment with the
college and also included correspond-
ing investment earnings,” according
to Mr. Boxer’s report.

Union County College, which is
governed by a board of trustees ap-
pointed by the governor, paid the larg-
est retirement contribution, $150,000,
of the state’s county colleges in 2010.

“This $150,000 payment was more
than 14 times the required contribu-
tion set by ABP statute,” according to
the report.

Mr. Brown received a salary of
$259,969 plus $3,000 a month in
housing allowance, and was com-
pensated $7,241 for six months in
2010 for expenses bringing his total
compensation to $441,100 in 2010
all while he was on sabbatical.

Ms. McNemamim was also on the
payroll in 2010 with a salary for six
months of $110,000 and a total com-
pensation of $166,726.

When a county resident at the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders meeting on May 31 brought
up the issue, Freeholder Dan Sullivan
said the board is not involved in the
governing of the college.

“We don’t have anything to do with
how they operate,” Mr. Sullivan said.
He said the county’s only involvement
is to provide one-third of the UCC
budget which will amount to $13 mil-
lion in the 2012 county budget. He said
another third comes from state funding
with the balance from tuition.

According to the UCC website, the
college, which operates campuses in
Cranford, Elizabeth and Plainfield,
has a budget for 2012-2013 Fiscal
Year of $69.6 million. It receives
$44.7 million in tuition and $10.1
million from the state.

“Whatever happened with Dr.
Brown…that relies on the (UCC)
Board of Trustees,” Mr. Sullivan said.

The current UCC Trustees are Vic-
tor Richel of Berkeley Heights, chair-
man; James Perry of Plainfield, vice-
chairman; Ms. McMenamin; Frank
Bolden of Berkeley Heights; George
A. Castro, 2nd, of Elizabeth; Edward
J. Hobbie, Jr., of Westfield; Wilson
Londono of Elizabeth; Eric Mason,
the former Cranford administrator
and former police chief; Philip Morin,
the Union County Republican Com-
mittee chairman of Cranford;
Roderick Spearman of Rahway, and
Mary Zimmermann of Summit.

Governor Chris Christie appointed
Mr. Morin in May 2011. Mr. Richel,
Mr. Bolden, Mr. Castro and Mr.
Londono are all long-time trustees.

Courtesy of Joseph Doyle
ACHIEVEMENT WINNER…Scotch Plains Planning Board member Alice Agran
receives an award from Terence Maguire, president of New Jersey Planning
Officials (NJPO), for her long and dedicated service to Scotch Plains at NJPO’s
April 25 banquet in Woodbridge.
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Deadline Extended for
Homestead, Sen. Freeze

TRENTON – Governor Chris
Christie has extended the deadlines
for Homestead Benefit and Senior
Freeze applications to Friday, Octo-
ber 19, Treasurer Andrew Sidamon-
Eristoff said.

Senior Freeze applications were due
June 1 while the Homestead Benefit
application deadline was June 30.
Benefits for both programs will be
based on past property tax payments.

The Senior Freeze, officially known
as the Property Tax Reimbursement
program, is available to homeowners
or mobile home owners who are 65
years or older who have low or mod-
erate incomes, or to disabled resi-
dents who receive federal Social Se-
curity payments.

Senior Freeze participants receive a
check based on the difference between
current property taxes and the prop-
erty taxes paid on the first year of
eligibility in the program. Reimburse-
ment checks for eligible senior and
disabled residents who file this year’s
applications by the original filing dead-
line will be mailed in mid-July.

The Homestead Benefit program pays
credits against local property taxes.
Under the budget proposed by the Gov-
ernor, New Jersey resident homeowners
who earned $75,000 or less in 2011 will
receive the credits, as will senior or
disabled taxpayers who earned $150,000
or less. The value of the credits appears
on local property tax bills.
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Call me and I’ll help you 
choose the right life insurance  
for you and your family.

State Farm Life Insurance Company (Not licensed in MA, NY or WI), State Farm Life and Accident Assurance Company
(Licensed in NY and WI) - Bloomington, IL

For life
insurance,
call a good
neighbor.

statefarm.com®

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100
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OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

WESTFIELD
ELECTRICAL SERVICE

908-668-0490
You tried all of the rest

Now go for the best

All types of electrical work and repairs

for your home, store or office

Reliable quality service since 1929

All work performed by clean,

cautious & experienced electricians

Lic # 14073

CarFit Program
Offered for Seniors

UNION — The Department of
Occupational Therapy at Kean Uni-
versity is inviting older drivers to
participate in CarFit on Monday, June
18, from 12:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at
the Union Senior Center, 968 Bonnel
Court in Union.  To make an appoint-
ment, please call (908) 851-5290.

Rec. Commission Considers
Smoke-Free Westfield Parks

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The town’s recre-
ation commission on Monday heard a
presentation from Alan Kantz, Global
Advisors on Smokefree Policy’s
(GASP) program manager, who has
previously spoken to both the commis-
sion and Board of Health about enforc-
ing all Westfield public parks to be 100
percent smoke free. In a resolution, the
commission individually voted and
approved this request, urging the town
council to create an ordinance.

With second-hand smoke and ciga-
rette litter, Mr. Kantz said all parks
should be completely smoke free since
it tends to work better than partial or
limited policies due to GASP’s expe-
riences with other municipalities.

“We have seen lots of success with
100 percent smoke-free policies and a
few more than with designated areas
or limited policies because it makes it
clearer to a smoker where they are and
are not allowed to smoke,” he said.
“When we helped college campuses
become smoke free, inevitably what
happened is that the designated smok-
ing areas started to expand.”

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann supported this idea and
said he agrees with the information,
but said he has an issue with the 100
percent part since that would infringe
upon people’s rights in public areas.

“When you’re talking about vast,
open areas, I think we have to take
into consideration the rights of ev-
erybody,” Mr. Kaufmann said. “If it’s
not affecting another human being,
what right do we have to tell some-
body that they can’t do that?”

He believes the Commission should
leave out the percentage when draft-
ing its own resolution and said the
council can decide whether to in-
clude it or not.

In other business, the Gumbert Park
complex, which was underwent a
$100,000 renovation, was a heated
issue that presented the question
whether the banner, screening, and

other additions should be kept up
permanently due to neighborhood
complaints. The Westfield Baseball
League (WBL) also removed dead
trees, added better drainage, and ex-
tended fencing to beautify and en-
sure safety in the fields.

Out of respect for the neighbors,
WBL President Dan Duffy said they
try to take down as much as they can
every year including the batting cages,
sponsorship signs, shade covers, and
temporary fencing between Gumbert
fields 2 and 3. The new fencing and
padding cost $20,000.

Andrew Stillufsen, one of the
neighbors who live directly across
the street from Gumbert 1, attended
the meeting because he has an issue
with the Westfield Baseball sign be-
ing left up.

“As a neighbor, and I think I speak
for all the other neighbors, it is a real
problem from my perspective,” he
said. “It’s a beautiful field, but leav-
ing the sign up all year round is a real
problem and that’s basically what I
look out at every single morning.”

Mr. Stillufsen said he thought tak-
ing the sign down when the season is
over would be a good compromise.

Mr. Duffy asserted that talking about
taking down these additions is “com-
pletely insane.” He also agreed that the
Commission should hear from more
neighbors and discuss it further.

“As an organization, I think we feel
like we bend over backwards to re-
move as much stuff as we can,” Mr.
Duffy said. “I’m not comfortable with
having people take that down and put
it up every year, especially when it’s
supposed to stay up for an extended
period of time.”

Commission Chairman Jim Marvin
said the commission would explore
options and do more research since
they mainly addressed this issue be-
cause of a complaint.

The next meeting will be held on
Monday, July 2, at the municipal
building where they will continue to
discuss the issue with Gumbert Field.


