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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Introducing the Claim Satisfaction Guarantee.
I hope you never have a car accident. But if you
do, it’s nice to know you’ll  be happy with your
claim experience. Guaranteed. If not, you’ll get
a  six-month  credit  on  your  premium.  Sound
good? Call me today.

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300
 
The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

 YOU CAN  
 QUOTE ME
ON THAT

CLAIM SERVICE 
SO GOOD 
IT’S GUARANTEED

Subject to terms, conditions, and availability for a limited time on standard auto policies (and all TX auto
policies).  Premium credit  will  vary  based  upon  vehicle  involved  and  term of  underlying  policy.  ©  2011
Allstate Insurance Company

Jamie Marner

Financial Advisor

140 Central Avenue

908-518-5427

james.marner@mssb.com

www.fa.smithbarney.com/marner

Plan Your

Future.

Whether you are planning for retirement, education, travel or other goals, we can work 
together to make your objectives a reality. My approach consists of three elements:

• Assessing your current financial situation and goals
• Creating a customized strategy to achieve your future plans
• Executing your plan and protecting it as challenges arise 

Contact me today to get started.

© 2012 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC

taxes outside the cap. He said the
freeholders are “circumventing what
the governor is trying to put in place.”

“It’s really what the constituents
want, to not have financial flexibility
in a future year,” Mr. Sluka said. “They
want you to say, ‘hey, if there’s a
problem in upcoming years, figure it
out; don’t use the cap (bank).’”

Jim Buettner of Cranford said
county residents want the county to
“stop kicking the can down the road;
we want you to make the tough deci-
sions and not mortgage our future.”

Officials announced the county has
averted some layoffs in social ser-
vices, consumer affairs and in the
Rutgers Cooperative Extension’s
home economics and 4H programs.
The Sheriff’s S.L.A.P. program for
non-violent inmates with the local
communities also was brought back
after having been cut in the initial
budget. Some 260 workers have or
will be laid off, officials said, although
those numbers are changing daily due
to retirements, workers finding other
employment and some terminations.

The budget amendment approved
by the board increases salaries and
wages over the introduced budget by
$800,874 to $168.7 million. Last
year’s total salaries were $175.5 mil-
lion. The county incorporated an ad-
ditional $5.4 million in non-tax rev-
enues in the amended budget.

Freeholder Fiscal Affairs Commit-
tee Chairman Dan Sullivan, who noted
the county is laying off 10 percent of
its workforce to close what was a $36-
million budget hole, said 44 layoffs
became effective May 1, and another
100 had been scheduled for June 1. An
additional 100 layoffs have been de-
layed at Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal as the county looks to privatize the
hospital’s dietary and laundry services.
The county also will require the com-
panies hired to take over Runnells
operations to give those workers be-
ing laid off first crack at employment.
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Union County Freeholders
The county also is looking to priva-

tize the Watchung Stable to eliminate a
$600,000 operating deficit, as well as
the 900-inmate county jail, which costs
the county $55 million annually to
operate. He said the county has asked
the state for permission to privatize the
jail.

Mr. Sullivan said the state’s Local
Finance Board has approved the
county’s efforts to refinance $83 mil-
lion of debt at lower interest rates that
will increase county revenues by $2
million.

“Half of these funds will be used to
help maintain important health, con-
sumer protection and safety net ser-
vices, while the other half will be re-
tained for our budget surplus,” Mr.
Sullivan said in a statement.

Responding to layoffs averted in so-
cial services, Tina Lopez, a senior su-
pervisor with social services represent-
ing the Communications Workers of
America (CWA) No. 1080, thanked the
county directors for working with the
union.

“We are working together to try and
stop as many of these layoffs as we can
(and) to work together to try and physi-
cally see what’s going to happen in the
2013 budget as well,” Ms. Lopez said.

In other business, the freeholders
approved resolutions for agreements
with Roselle Park and South Orange
(Essex County) to join the county’s 9-
1-1 dispatch service for their rescue
squad units and Robert Wood Johnson
University Hospital at Rahway for its
mobile intensive care and basic life
support units. The moves follow the
closing of CenCom’s dispatch service
at Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit.

The board approved a resolution to
allow Fanwood to close Martine Av-
enue between South and LaGrande
Avenues this Sunday, June 10, from
7 a.m. to 7 p.m. for a street fair
sponsored by the Fanwood Business
and Professional Association.

cratic incumbents Al Mirabella of
Fanwood, the current freeholder chair-
man, and Mohamed Jalloh and their
running-mate, Bruce Bergen, former
longtime Springfield township attor-
ney, faced no Primary opposition after
three candidates running under the
Democrats for Change banner were
thrown off the ballot by Union County
Clerk Joanne Rajoppi over nominating
petition signature irregularities, a deci-
sion upheld by a Superior Court judge.

Mr. Mirabella, Mr. Jalloh and Mr.
Bergen will face Republicans Diane
Barabas of Westfield, Stephen
Kozlovich of Union and Krzysztof
Nowak of Cranford in November, as
the GOP slate was also unopposed on
Tuesday.

At the local level, there are no mu-
nicipal elections in Westfield. In Scotch
Plains, newly sworn-in Mayor Mary
DePaola became the GOP mayoral
candidate after Mayor Nancy Malool
resigned to accept a job in the New
Jersey Department of Community Af-
fairs. The mayor’s name, however, re-
mained on Primary Election ballots.
Mrs. DePaola, who received 576 tallies
or 24 percent of the vote to Mrs.
Malool’s 159, will face Councilman
Kevin Glover, the Democratic mayoral
candidate, who faced no opposition
Tuesday as did Council candidates,
Democrat Colleen Gialanella and Re-
publican Edward Saridacki, who will
faceoff in November.

In Fanwood, the council candidates
are Democrats, former councilman Jack
Molenaar and his running-mate Daniel
Levine, and Republican incumbent
Councilmen Robert Manduca and Mike

Szuch. All were unopposed in their
respective Primaries.

Garwood will elect two new council
members this year. The candidates in-
clude Democrats, William Nierstedt, a
planning board member, and Michael
Wilson, and Republicans, Councilman
Tim Hak and Carol Kearney. Ms.
Kearney ran last year for council.

In Cranford, two candidates are seek-
ing to replace current Mayor David
Robinson on the township committee.
They are W. Scott Mease, a Republi-
can, and Democrat Thomas H. Hannen,
Jr.

In Mountainside, Republican Coun-
cilmen William Lane and Robert
Messler were unopposed in the Pri-
mary and will not be opposed in the
General Elections. Council candidates
in Garwood, Cranford, Fanwood and
Scotch Plains are unopposed in the
Primary.

In contested races on Tuesday, New-
ark City Councilman Donald Payne, Jr.
easily won the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict seat to replace his late father, long-
time Rep. Donald Payne, Sr. Council-
man Payne also won a three-candidate
race to finish out the remaining months
of his father’s term. In the Ninth Dis-
trict, Rep. Bill Pascrell, who currently
represents the Eighth District, defeated
Rep. Steve Rothman, who currently
represents the Ninth District, in the
most heated race in the state, which
resulted from redistricting.

Also, long-time Elizabeth Mayor Chris
Bollwage defeated Oscar Oscasio, 7,279
to 2,556, who ran under the Democrats
for Change banner. Mayor Bollwage re-
ceived 74 percent of the vote.
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Primary Election

Julie Shilling for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW LOOK…The Westfield Planning Board approved a new two-story, 37-
foot, multi-use building to replace the building destroyed by fire that housed six
businesses, including Clyne & Murphy Caterers.

I don’t foresee any obstacles at this
point,” Mr. Carrino said. He explained
the next step is to hold a “site meeting”
in the neighborhood and also to reach
out to “the remaining half dozen” prop-
erty owners who have not yet spoken
with the borough about the project.

Borough officials indicated final
design work could be completed by
the end of the month, but construc-
tion likely will not begin until next
spring.

And, Mr. Estis indicated, the bor-
ough will not be able to spend any
money to get the project underway
until a bond ordinance is authorized
and adopted, hopefully this sum-
mer. Mr. Estis said once the bond
ordinance is adopted, officials can
estimate the value of the required
land easements and conduct nego-
tiations with property owners.

Also discussed was upcoming and
future road reconstruction work. Mr.
Carrino reported a “pre-construc-
tion meeting” would be held next
week for the Herbert Avenue project,
which he said should start “within a
month.” Once Herbert Avenue is re-
built, Farley Avenue is next on the
list to be financed with state aid next
year; however, Mr. Carrino noted,
“We’ve had a lot of residents talk
about Hunter Avenue.” Mayor Mahr
acknowledged that Hunter Avenue
needs work. “We need a plan…that
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Fanwood Council
lays out how we’re going to address
Hunter,” the mayor said, adding, “We
can’t do zero for two years.” The mayor
directed the Department of Public
Works to “figure out how to do [the
Hunter Avenue reconstruction] in seg-
ments [and] not wait for any state aid.”

During public comments, resident
Michael Lewis asked the council to
consider installing a “countdown indi-
cator” at the intersection of Martine
and LaGrande Avenues, so that pedes-
trians and drivers can better anticipate
the traffic signal’s timing. “It would
alleviate a lot of problems,” Mr. Lewis
said.

“I wonder if we could find a grant for
that,” Councilman Szuch responded,
adding, “I’d be willing to donate time
[to explore funding sources].”

Councilman Anthony Parenti sug-
gested the “timing at the light can be
looked at” and might not have been
changed “since the 50s.”

Resident Donna Dolce asked whether
an additional liquor license in the down-
town redevelopment area might be an
option to help attract a restaurant to the
new Fanwood Crossing property. Bor-
ough officials said liquor licenses are
population-based and Fanwood’s four
existing licenses, which are
“grandfathered” under older regula-
tions, are already more than a town of
Fanwood’s size would normally be al-
lowed.

Ferraro’s Slated to Reopen
In August or September

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD — After several de-
lays in the reconstruction and re-
opening of Ferraro’s Restaurant, the
project is now slated to be completed,
and the restaurant reopened, in mid-
August to September, according to
owners Anna and Palmiro Ferraro’s
son-in-law, Chuck Murray.

The Elm Street restaurant, which
has been operating in Westfield since
1969, was destroyed by a six-alarm
fire on May 5, 2011 that also caused
severe damage to a neighboring build-
ing. Since that time, Ferraro’s has
been operating take-out business from
its catering hall located on South
Elmer Street, which “has been great
because of all the parking,” said Mr.
Murray.

Completion of the reconstruction
project was originally slated for
Mother’s Day of 2012, and was then
pushed back to June of this year. Last
week, Mr. Murray told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the project
has taken extra time due to several
rounds of changes that have been made
to the architectural plans.

“We want to do everything right,”
Mr. Murray said.

According to Mr. Murray, after re-
cently receiving interior construction
permits, the next steps are to complete
the kitchen design, as well as the inte-
rior and exterior. Ferraro’s will con-
tinue to operate its take-out and cater-
ing business out of the South Elmer
location after the Elm Street restaurant
reopens.

Mr. Murray also told The Times that
no layoffs occurred after the fire last
year, because they have been able to
employ all of the chefs at Ferraro’s
sister restaurant, Anna’s Ristorante
in Summit, which opened in May
2011.

“I just want to thank all the people
who have been so great going to the

South Elmer location and to Anna’s,”
Mr. Murray said. “The new restau-
rant is going to be beautiful and a
wonderful thing for Westfield, in my
opinion.”

When asked if she had any con-
cerns about the new restaurant pos-
ing any quality of life issues or any
concerns about the proposed exte-
rior visual aesthetics not fitting in
with the rest of the downtown, Down-
town Westfield Corporation Execu-
tive Director Sherry Cronin said she
has “no concerns whatsoever.”

“Ferraro’s is extremely important
to Downtown Westfield and the
downtown economy. We are look-
ing forward to their opening what is
sure to be a first-class operation,”
Ms. Cronin added.

Since Ferraro’s will no longer be
leasing the space on the corner of
Elm and Quimby Streets, building
owner Bavint Corporation of
Garwood hired Anthony Schilling,
owner of Relocation Realty, to find
new tenants for that lot, as well as
the neighboring spaces. Mr. Schilling
said that he currently is in negotia-
tion with multiple national realtors
for the corner property, and has ten-
ants lined up for the properties to the
right and the left of it.

The Rug Gallery, a high-end rug
company based out of Berkeley
Heights, will occupy the space di-
rectly to the left of Ferraro’s, and
Second Time Around, a consign-
ment shop for upscale clothes, will
move into the former location of
Anthology, which moved to the in-
tersection of Quimby Street and
Central Avenue. Both tenants are
putting finishing touches on their
respective spaces and should be
moved in by mid-July or sooner,
according to Mr. Schilling.

“The rental market is improving,
but it’s not what it used to be,” Mr.
Schilling said.
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OPA!…The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church hosted its annual Greek
Festival in Westfield the past weekend, attracting visitors from near and far. See
story page 5.

PROM NIGHT…Students from Westfield High School enjoy a pre-prom party at the home of Dominic and Robyn Larche on June 2.


