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Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
WINE INSPECTOR…The Mountainside PBA 126 held a wine tasting and Taste
of the Town fundraiser Friday night at L’Affaire Fine Caterers on Route 22.
Pictured, left to right, are: PBA Event Co-Chairman and Police Officer Mike
Perrotta, Patty Gerardom, Barbara Coyle and Mountainside PBA state delegate
Michael Jackson. Walter Bolivar is pictured serving the wine.

Julie Shilling for The Westfield Leader
NEW LOOK…The Westfield Planning Board approved a new two-story, 37-
foot, multi-use building to replace the building destroyed by fire that housed six
businesses, including Clyne & Murphy Caterers.

Photo courtesy of Alex Kapadia
OPA!…The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church hosted its annual Greek Festival in Westfield this past weekend. The
four-day event attracted visitors from near and far. See story page 5.

SPECIAL NIGHT...Westfield High School’s Prom took place Saturday, June 2, at
the Pines Manor in Edison.  Pre-prom photo ops abounded throughout town, this one
at the home of Trish and CP Kalis. Pictured, left to right, are: Brendan Oster,
Charlotte Milford, Will Beckett, Kelly Kalis, Brennan Haley, Ellie Reinhardt, Emily
Smith, Adam Fraites, Loren Ball, Kevin Oster, Katie Yamano and Connor Moore.

WF Board OK’s Two-Story
Root Building on South Ave.

By JULIE SHILLING
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — After a two-hour
discussion, held last Monday evening
for the Westfield Planning Board, the
members discussed then approved a
new two-story, 37-foot high retail
and housing building at the corner of
435 South Avenue West and 525
Westfield Avenue.

William Root has owned the
property on South Avenue West since
1967. In January 2012 the building
was destroyed by fire along with six
businesses including Clyne &Murphy
caterers.

The first level will be built with a
six-retail store capacity maximum or
if businesses wish they can turn it
into one storefront.

Board member Robert Newell told
The Westfield Leader that Clyne &
Murphy has said they would not be
coming back to the new building.
The other five businesses have yet to
contact the building’s owner on
whether they will return.

Resolutions were finalized Monday
evening by the board, which con-
structed a master plan of building a

second level addition to the property
that will include five, one-bedroom
and two, two-bedroom apartments.
Retail will on first floor at street level.

Glen Potter, project manager of
Potter Architects in Union, presented
to the board members an artist
rendition of the proposed building.

Mr. Potter explained to the
members in specific detailed form of
how the housing will plan to look.

“The front of the building and
entrance will be on Westfield Avenue,”
Mr. Potter said.

His details ranged from the outside
landscaping color of red bricks with
a “hunter green” awning, to the inside
of fire prevention sprinklers that are
planned to be included in the
apartments. A clock will be at the top
of the building.

Mr. Potter explained and showed
an actual sample of the half-inch thick
brick that will be used to construct
the future building. Aluminum
windows and skylights will be
installed along with a private trash
collection located behind the building
away from the sidewalk.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Union County Hikes Budget
$5.1 Mil. to $488.9 Mil.
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday approved an amendment to
increase its total budget by $5.1 million
to $488.9 million while lowering the
county tax by $541,725 to $302.5 mil-
lion from the introduced budget. The
tax, however, represents an increase of
$11.3 million over last year.

The county, however, is increasing
its tax levy above the allowable 2-
percent cap by using its cap bank, a
mechanism that allows counties and
municipalities to calculate the amount
of money they were below the cap over
a three-year period and use those fig-
ures to exceed the cap when needed.
Finance Director Bibi Taylor said us-
ing the cap bank enabled the county to
raise an additional $2.2 million in taxes.

Garwood Councilman Jim Mathieu,
a Republican, said his borough council
voted against using the cap bank to
increase taxes beyond the mandated
cap. He said under a new state law,
governments “can go to the people for
a referendum any time and ask them if
you want to go over the tax increase
levy.”

“The freeholders want to raise taxes
more than the 2 percent,” Garwood
resident Bruce Paterson commented.

Mr. Paterson called a cap bank “an
artificial, contrived number that allows
you to actually increase taxes over and
above by law what it should be.”

“Vote no. Do not reach into the tax-
payers’ pockets and take out more mil-
lions that are over and above what is
actually authorized,” Mr. Paterson
added.

Ms. Taylor responded that exemp-
tions to the cap such as capital expendi-

tures, health insurance, emergency ap-
propriations, debt service and pensions
mean the county was starting with a
lower tax levy base to apply the 2-
percent cap.

Garwood Council President Keith
Sluka, a Democrat, said as a council-
man he had voted for the cap bank for
five consecutive years up until this year,
when he voted no. He called it a “finan-
cial flexibility” tool. But he said Gover-
nor Chris Christie has said the state
wants a hard 2-percent cap with no
tools to raise taxes outside the cap. He
said the freeholders are “circumvent-
ing what the governor is trying to put in
place.”

“It’s really what the constituents want,
to not have financial flexibility in a
future year,” Mr. Sluka said. “They
want you to say, ‘hey, if there’s a prob-
lem in upcoming years, figure it out;
don’t use the cap (bank).’”

Jim Buettner of Cranford said county
residents want the county to “stop kick-
ing the can down the road; we want you
to make the tough decisions and not
mortgage our future.”

Officials announced the county has
averted some layoffs in social services,
consumer affairs and in the Rutgers
Cooperative Extension’s home eco-
nomics and 4H programs. The Sheriff’s
S.L.A.P. program for non-violent in-
mates with the local communities also
was brought back after having been cut
in the initial budget. Some 260 workers
have or will be laid off, officials said,
although those numbers are changing
daily due to retirements, workers find-
ing other employment and some termi-
nations.

The budget amendment approved
by the board increases salaries and

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

George Kraus
Branch Vice President

Snap this QR 
code with your 
Smartphone 
to visit our 
Web site Whether Your Real Estate Needs are Local, National, or International 

Your Move is Our Move and We’re Ready to Assist You Every Step of the Way.

Westfi eld - West  |  600 North Avenue West, Westfi eld  |  908-233-0065  |  www.coldwellbankermoves.com/westfi eldwest

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Lance Defeats Larsen In
GOP Primary in Dist. 7

By PAUL J. PEYTON and LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

REGION – Two-term Rep.
Leonard Lance easily defeated busi-
nessman David Larsen, 18,062 to
11,539, in Tuesday’s Republican Pri-
mary and will now face Democratic
state Assemblyman Upendra
Chivukula in the Seventh Congres-
sional District.

The District includes Cranford,
Garwood, Mountainside and
Westfield and about 1,000 Scotch
Plains residents, mostly in the Route
22 area. Mr. Lance won Union County
by nearly 3,000 votes among GOP
voters.

“My views are the views of the
people whom I am honored to serve
and those views are fiscal responsi-
bility,” Congressman Lance told The
Westfield Leader when reached for
comment in Washington, D.C. Tues-
day night. “That is desperately needed
here in Washington, which includes

lower levels of spending and balanc-
ing budgets.”

“I am extremely pleased with the
margin of victory and I thank all
who made that possible,” he said.
“We will be campaigning vigorously
for the November election and I take
nothing for granted, but I believe my
views are the overwhelming major-
ity of the district. We will be reach-
ing out to independents and Demo-
crats as well.”

When reached for comment, Mr.
Larsen said, “I just got off the phone
with Congressman Lance, and told
him I will support him to win because
I am for Republicans and not for
Democrats. However, I will not en-
dorse him.”

“He needs to show that he is more
fiscally conservative, because he is
only semi-fiscally conservative,” Mr.
Larsen said. “Since we got involved,
Lance has become more conserva-
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Westfield Council Approves
Ordinance Raising Salaries

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council approved two measures
Tuesday evening raising the salaries of
police and other town officials.

The town ordinance pertaining to
pay scale was amended to reflect the
recent police contract settlement com-
pleted in March. According to Town
Administrator Jim Gildea, the salary
structure institutes a pay scale retroac-
tive to January 2010 and will remain in
effect until January of 2014, the final
year of the police contract.

The salaries of police captain(s) will
rise from a retroactive $117,880 in

2010 to $128,257 in 2014. The salaries
of sergeants will rise from $101,402 in
2010 to $110,328 in 2014.

The salaries of regular police offic-
ers with the most seniority will rise
from a retroactive $89,652 in 2010 to
$97,545 in 2014. The salaries of offic-
ers with the least seniority will rise
from $40,052 in 2010 to $46,018 in
2014. Other members of the police
department will see a retroactive rise in
salary, conforming to their experience
in law enforcement.

The council approved another
amendment to the salaries of “adminis-
tration, town officers and employees”
and other personnel positions. It cre-

ates new salary ranges for various town
employees.

The range changes include: custo-
dian ($24,548 to $33,449), librarian
($45,986 to $69,914), public works
superintendent ($56,721 to $93,640)
and town administrator ($105,997 to
$160,830).

Salaries will be based on the
employee’s overall experience.

The council also unanimously ap-
proved a bond ordinance refunding.
Councilman Sam Della Fera said that
this ordinance was not “for the issu-
ance of new bonds.” He said, “This is a
refunding bond ordinance similar to a
refinancing, where the town is refund-
ing outstanding bonds to lower the
interest rate, maintain the term of those
bonds in the process and save both the
town and the pool utility approximately
$182,000 over the next five years.”

During open discussion by citizens,
Adina Enculescu, Maria Carluccio and
Greg Kasko voiced their opposition to

BOE Candidates
File for Reelection

AREA — Candidates for local
school boards filed their nominating
petitions on Tuesday with the Union
County Clerk for November’s school
election.

Running for three full three-year
seats on the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation (BOE) are current BOE Presi-
dent Richard Mattessich, incumbent
Gretchan Ohlig and newcomer Lucy
Biegler. Running for the one year
remaining on Julia Walker’s term is J.
Brendan Galligan. Board members
Jane Clancy and David Finn are not
seeking reelection.

Mountainside BOE members Jeane
Parker and Kate Motz, both appointed
to the board in October 2011 to re-
place Mary Beth Schaumberg and
Carolyn Williams, both of whom re-
signed, are running for full terms. In
Garwood, Adele Lewis and Barbara
Greet are seeking reelection.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Ferraro’s Slated to Reopen
In August or September

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - After several delays
in the reconstruction and reopening of
Ferraro’s Restaurant, the project is now
slated to be completed, and the restau-
rant reopened, in mid-August to Sep-
tember, according to owners Anna and
Palmiro Ferraro’s son-in-law, Chuck
Murray.

The Elm Street restaurant, which has
been operating in Westfield since 1969,
was destroyed by a six-alarm fire on
May 5, 2011 that also caused severe
damage to a neighboring building. Since

that time, Ferraro’s has been operating
take-out business from its catering hall
located on South Elmer Street, which
“has been great because of all the park-
ing,” said Mr. Murray.

Completion of the reconstruction

project was originally slated for
Mother’s Day of 2012, and was then
pushed back to June of this year. Last
week, Mr. Murray told The Westfield
Leader that the project has taken extra
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