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few minutes away and drive up to the
top of the mountain where the Griffith
Observatory sits. The site of many
movie scenes, the grounds and the
striking 75-year-old observatory it-
self offer sweeping views of the
entire Los Angeles Basin, includ-
ing the downtown area, Hollywood,
the Hollywood sign and, if the smog
is not too thick, the Pacific Ocean.

And the Pacific Ocean itself
should not be missed on your visit
to Los Angeles. Venice Beach is
known for its lovely canals and wide
and beautiful beach but more so for
the three-ring circus that must be
seen and experienced on its 2.5-
mile long pedestrian promenade
that runs along the beach. Street
performers, artists, fortune-tellers,
weightlifters, musicians, neo-hip-
pies and vendors populate the Ocean
Front Walk, which also features
some very appealing and architec-
turally-creative beachfront homes.

Just to the north is Santa Monica,
with its famed pier and amusement
park and a similarly beautiful stretch
of beach, although the crowd here is
more sedate than Venice Beach. A
few blocks inland, the 3rd Street
Promenade offers several blocks’
worth of restaurants and cafes and
pretty much every retailer one would
fine at an upscale shopping mall.

If you like movies and televi-
sion—and especially the nuts and
bolts of how they are produced and
the history of the industry — be
sure to take a studio tour.

The best is Paramount Studios on
Melrose Avenue. This is no amuse-
ment park, but an actual workplace
where movies and TV shows are
always in production. You will see
actual sets, soundstages, street fa-
cades featuring various New York
City neighborhoods and a variety
of other outdoor locations that may
be familiar if you are a devotee of
some older shows like “Happy
Days” and “The Brady Bunch.” Pray
for a knowledgeable tour guide who
will be full of interesting stories,
especially gossip about the stars of
yesterday like Lucille Ball and some
of their antics and scandals.

Up the 101 Freeway, near Griffith
Park, is tourist-filled Universal Stu-
dios, which includes an amusement
park with Universal-themed rides
for the kids. Although not as inti-

mate as Paramount, the tour is great
fun and very interesting, the exteri-
ors for shows like “Desperate
Housewives” are impressive and
some of the special effects exhibi-
tions provide a thrill. Before leav-
ing, be sure to get yourself to a spot
where you can take in the breath-
taking view of the San Fernando
Valley to the east.

If you can fit all of this in during
a long weekend in Los Angeles,
then you can return to explore other
parts of this great city. One not to be
missed is Mulholland Drive, a twist-
ing, winding street running along
the Santa Monica Mountains and
Hollywood Hills that offers sweep-
ing views of the San Fernando Val-
ley to the east and the Los Angeles
Basin to the west. Then there is a
drive up the Pacific Coast Highway
to Malibu. Or a trip to Marina del
Rey. Or to some of L.A.’s wonder-
ful museums. West Hollywood is
fantastic for shopping, some great
restaurants and bars and strolling
through some lovely residential
neighborhoods. There is also the
Warner Brother Studios tour up in
Burbank. And then there is the —
well, you get the picture.

Seeing everything there is to see
in El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la
Reina de los Angeles de Porciuncula
(L.A.’s full Spanish name) requires
repeated visits to this great me-
tropolis.
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“The Amazing Spider-Man”
Crawling with Romance

                                   3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Remember when you were little
and you argued for hours as to who
was badder, Superman or Batman?
Well, here’s a new enigma for you:
Which is better, the “Spider-Man”
director Sam Raimi brought to the
screen in 2002, 2004 and 2007, or
this one here, “The Amazing Spider-
Man,” directed by Marc Webb? For
my money it’s the latter.

Dubbed a re-imagining by the
marketing wizzes, it is essentially a
re-boot, a do-over, a retelling of the
superhero’s conception based on the
same Marvel Comics material cre-
ated by Stan Lee and Steve Ditko.
Not your big brother’s Spider-Man,
it’s what your Dad’s Spider-Man
might have looked like if they had the
technical know-how back then.

In all fairness, if all that were left to
posterity were the three Tobey
Maguire/Kirsten Dunst offerings, the
Earth would nevertheless spin on with
little remorse. Yet, now presented the
oxymoronic verities of a more realis-
tic fantasy, we wonder how we could
have ever lived without it. This Spi-
der-Man gets to the nitty-gritty of
power and passion.

All the issues of why a young man
would want to create an alter ego in
the first place are dramatically ad-
dressed in a fine screenplay that tugs
nicely at the heartstrings. The special
effects, as exciting as ever, but almost
always in service of the plot, are
meant to illustrate just how astound-
ing things can get when extraordi-
nary powers are unleashed.

But what surprisingly pierces jaded
skin to find the hopeless romantic
beneath is the love story etched by
Andrew Garfield’s Peter Parker, a.k.a.
Spider-Man, and Emma Stone’s
smartly realized high school
heartthrob, Gwen. While the amo-
rous angle is usually an addendum to
the super saga, such is not the case
here. Fact is, shucks, it’s quite touch-
ing.

Garfield’s lone wolf teen, raised by
a loving aunt and uncle following the
baffling disappearance of his par-
ents, important personages in the sci-
entific community, is a geek
extraordinaire. Peter is a magnet for
the high school bully, especially when
his humanity stirs him to aid an even
lesser nerd. Of course he pines for the
school’s Miss Popularity.

We are expressively reminded of
those years, told again that no matter
what success or notoriety one
achieves in later life, it is the impres-
sions made in high school that are
engraved for life on our psyches. And
so there hardly can be any better wish
fulfillment, any finer vicarious joy,
than having all of those inequities
blown asunder and rectified.

The epiphany for Peter comes after
pondering some all but forgotten lore,

cached in his Dad’s briefcase. It’s
about cross-genetics, the theory be-
ing we can jump the evolutionary
process by eons if we appropriate the
abilities we desire from some of the
so-called lower species. Coinciden-
tally, Dad’s old partner has been try-
ing to find the formula for years.

He is Dr. Curt Connors (Rhys
Ifans), an arrogant, celebrated scien-
tist who, we suspect, knows some-
thing about the famed Dr. Parker’s
curious vanishment. Missing an arm
and exhibiting all the Ahab-like symp-
toms that can accompany such a con-
dition, his interest in a regenerative
power is personal. And yeah, he’s
also into that superhuman race stuff.

Yet, albeit inadvertent, Peter proves
the genius doesn’t fall far from the
tree and beats the modern-day mad
sorcerer to the discovery. Suddenly
he possesses all the abilities of the
test tube spider whose DNA he has
co-opted. The revelatory sequences
are wonderfully operatic, an ebul-
lient Peter dancing through the skies,
flexing his newfound resources.

His confidence soaring, the other-
wise shy teen concurrently strikes up
a relationship with Gwen, who just so
happens to be the daughter of the
police chief (Denis Leary) who re-
gards this Spider-Man phenom as a
dangerous vigilante. Sparks fly, the
most enchanting of them between
Emma Stone and Andrew Garfield.
Talk about chemistry.

Perhaps by design, Mr. Garfield’s
brooding, thoughtful righter of
wrongs evinces the sort of well in-
jected quirks and nuances reminis-
cent of Brando and James Dean…a
sort of vague discomfort barely kept
under control. Reading her partner
with thespic aplomb, Miss Stone’s
winsome, self-assured lass proves his
mental and emotional match.

It’s exciting, too, thanks in great
part to the formidable antithesis Rhys
Ifans’s Dr. Connors morphs into once
he unlocks the genetic blueprint, al-
though with decidedly misbegotten
result. Administering the magic po-
tion, Dr. Connors becomes a varia-
tion on Robert Louis Stevenson’s Mr.
Hyde…a big, ugly, megalomaniacal
lizard, to be specific.

Thus the war between good and
evil, deftly dappled with just enough
gray areas of ambiguity to keep mat-
ters from getting smug, ensues. Ripe
with philosophy, action, love and fan-
tasy, making it clear this is a summer
blockbuster of the first order, “The
Amazing Spider-Man” draws you into
its artistically woven web of solid,
escapist entertainment.

…
“The Amazing Spider-Man,” rated

PG-13, is a Columbia Pictures re-
lease directed by Marc Webb and
stars Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone
and Rhys Ifans. Running time: 136
minutes.

Cranford Teen to Host Flea
Market, Festival Fundraiser

Sensational Soul Cruisers to
Present Free Concert July 25

Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Goes Big Band

WESTFIELD  —  Get “in the
mood” to join David Wroe and the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) for “Swing Time” on Sun-
day, September 9, at 3 p.m. when
the fully professional symphony or-
chestra will change gears to deliver
the authentic sounds of a modern
swing band in full flight.

Save the date to come dance,
bounce and sway to the irresistible
rhythms of big band and swing stan-
dards from the 30s to the 50s and
more. Featuring music made popu-
lar by Benny Goodman, Glen Miller,
Duke Ellington, Count Basie, and
many others, WSO plans to have
the audience swing dancing to blis-
tering big band hits all afternoon
long.

“It’s a great opportunity for our
orchestra to get out and do something
a little different,” remarked Maestro
Wroe, who has been working with
the musicians on their “swing.”

Bandleaders like Benny Goodman
and Count Basie made “danceable
swing” the popular form of music
back in the 30s and 40s – a sound that
continues to be embraced and en-
joyed by millions today.

“Benny Goodman’s importance
to American music cannot be un-
derestimated,” continued Maestro
Wroe. “His transition to swing made
it plausible to actually get up and
dance while the music played and

not just sit passively and listen.”
This event has been made pos-

sible through the outstanding gen-
erosity of three local impresarios,
Keith S. Hertell, Sal Caruana and
Gerald Glasser.

“We are honored and excited to
help provide the opportunity for
WSO to showcase its multifaceted
talents. Swing Time is guaranteed
to get everyone “in the mood” with
a host of golden oldies. I encourage
the entire community to grab their
dancing shoes and come out and
join us for this unique WSO event
which has so much energy the legs
on your seats will be tapping,” Mr.
Hertell said.

“Swing Time” will take place at
L’Affaire, 1099 Route 22 in
Mountainside, where there will be
a cash bar and ample space for both
listening and dancing.

Admission tickets are $30 for gen-
eral seating and $55 for reserved
table seating. Tables of six, eight or
10, located next to the dance floor,
are available for advance reserva-
tion on a first, come first served
basis. Tickets may be purchased
online at
www.westfieldsymphony.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400. To reserve
a complete table for 6, 8 or 10
people ($55 per person), please have
one member of your party purchase
tickets for your entire group.

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School graduate Mary Kate Mueller
will host the “Fundraising Festival
Extraordinaire” featuring a flea mar-
ket and art show. A musician and
aspiring ambassador, Mary Kate will
travel on a scholarship to Brazil to
advocate for women’s rights and youth
development. She is one of 80 Global
Citizen Year Fellows of 2012-2013.

In order for this program to con-
tinuously change lives of future gen-
erations, Mary Kate is organizing a
summer campaign to help out future
potential “Youth Ambassadors.” She
will host a fundraising flea market
and arts festival on Saturday, July 21,
and Sunday, July 22, in Cranford at
56 Burnside Avenue from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. each day, with the flea market
during the day and performances in
the late afternoon and evening.

The “Fundraising Festival
Extraordinaire” will feature a flea
market and art show from 8 a.m. – 4
p.m. The flea market will include
furniture, instruments, baked goods,
local cuisine, clothing, jewelry, and
everything in between. The art show
will be spotlighting local artists’ and
photographers’ work.

Live music and dance performances
will be from 4 to 8 p.m. Dance per-
formers include Shea Jenning’s Irish
Dancers (Saturday) and the IDance
team from Maplewood (Saturday and
Sunday). On Sunday, Debra Biderman
from New Jersey Symphony Orches-
tra will perform. Aspiring local teen
dancers and musicians will also take
the stage throughout the weekend.

The entry fee for the performances
is $4 for a day pass and $7 for a

weekend pass. The full schedule is
available upon request.

Based out of San Francisco, Glo-
bal Citizen Year is spearheading a
movement to immerse young adults
in developing countries around the
globe after they graduate high
school. The program is dedicated to
building a generation of global citi-
zens.

A recent Institute of International
Education (IIE) poll suggests that
Americans are increasingly isolated
from the developing world. Less than
one percent of Americans will ever
meet any of the world’s 2.6 billion
who live in extreme poverty. There
is an urgent need to prepare a new
generation of Americans for effec-
tive leadership in a globalized world.
Few Americans possess the language
skills, cross-cultural understanding,
or empathy needed to create innova-
tive, collaborative and sustainable
solutions to overcome these chal-
lenges.

Global Citizen Year aims to create
in the next generation; global com-
petence, engaged leadership, and
college readiness. The bridge year
program is the very opposite of ‘tak-
ing a year off.’ Fellows will travel to
developing countries in September
to live with a host family and ap-
prentice in a local organization,
thereby developing an ethic of ser-
vice, fluency in another language,
and a global perspective. Upon re-
turn, these students will be better
prepared to effectively explain the
complexities of international devel-
opment through a profound first-
hand experience.

 MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series continues its 52nd sea-
son of music on Wednesday, July
25, with a performance of classic
soul music and rhythm and blues
by the Sensational Soul Cruisers,
sponsored by the Union County
Education Association.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, led by Chairman
Alexander Mirabella, invites the
public to attend this free concert
that begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

The Sensational Soul Cruisers are
much more than just another vocal
harmony group with horns. Led by
sax player Screamin’ Steve Barlotta
of Jackson, the band captures the
essence of the Jersey Shore sound
and its R&B roots and has cata-
pulted from its humble basement
origins to become Jersey’s premier
show band performing more than
200 shows each year. Celebrating
more than 20 years together, the
band returns to Union County to
entertain its fans with a high-en-
ergy assortment of rhythm and
blues, Motown, Stax, funk, and clas-
sic Philly soul.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with

knowledgeable staff to answer
questions and offer information
about interesting programs and rec-
reational activities available to
Union County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout August
on Wednesdays beginning at 7:30
p.m. The August concerts will be
held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be available
from vendors.

The other free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include:

August 1 – Classic Rock Revue
with Rick Cantor Band and The
Broadcasters; at Oak Ridge Park.

August 8 – American Rapture; at
Oak Ridge Park.

August 15 – JoBonanno and The
Godsons; at Oak Ridge Park.

August 22 – The B Street Band
(The Original Springsteen Tribute);
at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County web site:
www.ucnj.org.

Sensational Soul Cruisers

‘Family Fun and Flix’ Features
Natural Wonders, Movie

ROSELLE — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal are happy to announce
the next evening of “Family Fun and
Flix” – the free summer entertain-
ment and film series on Tuesday eve-
nings – on July 24 at Warinanco Park.

The evening will feature a display
of natural artifacts from the Trailside
Ecovan followed by a showing of the
animated action comedy, “Puss in
Boots,” which will give families a
chance to enjoy an outdoor activity
and catch a movie under the stars in
a Union County park.

Come to Warinanco Park, on the
border of Elizabeth and Roselle, on
Tuesday, July 24, at 7:30 p.m. when
naturalists from Trailside Nature and
Science Center will display pelts,
gemstones and other natural won-
ders found in Union County’s
Watchung Reservation. Then sit back
at dusk and watch as Puss in Boots
goes on a heroic adventure with
Humpty Dumpty and Kitty Softpaws

in pursuit of Jack and Jill with their
magic beans in the 2011
DreamWorks animated adventure,
“Puss in Boots” featuring the voices
of Antonio Banderas, Salma Hayek,
Zach Galifianakis, Amy Sedaris and
Billy Bob Thornton.

The other dates and locations for
this summer’s Family Fun and Flix
are: Tuesday, August 7, at Meisel
Park in Springfield: Take part in
National Night Out, starting at 6
p.m., before viewing the concert
film, “Justin Bieber: Never Say
Never.”

Tuesday, August 14, at Conant
Park in Hillside: The Trailside
Ecovan will feature a program about
reptiles, before the animated action
comedy spy film, “Cars 2.”

All movies start at dusk, weather
permitting. For more information,
call the Union County Department
of Parks and Community Renewal
at (908) 527-4900. For program and
rain information call (908) 558-4079
after 3 p.m. on the day of the show.

NJPAC, NJYT Present
Future Stars in Smokey Joe’s
NEWARK — From “Jailhouse

Rock” to “Stand By Me,” from “Span-
ish Harlem” and “On Broadway,”
Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller wrote
some of the most enduring rock-n-
roll hits ever recorded. This summer,
talented high school and college-age
musical actors will bring the hits to
life in Smokey Joe’s Café, the annual
collaboration between the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
Arts Education department and the
New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT).

Smokey Joe’s cast members include
Erica Morreale, Maeve Lynskey and
Matthew Stoke,
all of Cranford,
Dion Grier of
Roselle; and
Kelly Plescia of
M e t u c h e n .
Cynthia Meryl of
Westfield is the
production direc-
tor.

This year, the
summer musical
is going “on the
road,” playing at
the Alexander
Kasser Theater at
Montclair State University Thursday,
July 19, at 12:30 and 7:30 p.m.; July
20 at 7:30 p.m.; July 21 at 7:30 p.m.
and July 22 at 2 p.m. Tickets range in
price from $30 to $35, $20 for stu-
dents 18 and under, and are available
by telephone at 1-888-GO-NJPAC,
at the NJPAC Box Office at One
Center Street in downtown Newark,
or at www.njpac.org.

Smokey Joe’s Café is made pos-
sible in part by The McCrane Foun-
dation; the Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation; Provident Bank; the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts/Depart-
ment of State, a Partner Agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts;
Discover Jersey Arts; the Lillian P.
Schenck Fund; Yahoo! Employee
Foundation/Silicon Valley Commu-
nity Foundation; and the Westfield
Foundation.

Sets, props and wardrobe opera-
tions, onstage and backstage, will be
in the hands of professional design-
ers and technicians, assisted by in-
terns in each area. This NJPAC/NJYT
production features young actors

from across the metropolitan-area
who go through a rigorous audition
process and learn the demands of an
Actors’ Equity-level rehearsal and
performance.

Stephen Mir, a lead in last year’s
Kiss Me, Kate  said, “After three
years and taking part in four different
shows with NJYT/NJPAC, I have a
keen sense of what is professional.
I’ve been made aware of respect and
hard work.”

Smokey Joe’s Café’s musical di-
rection is by Ilene Greenbaum of
Livingston and choreography by As-

sistant Director
Sherry Alban of
Edison.

After closing at
the Kasser, Smokey
Joe’s Café will tour
to the Sitnick The-
atre in the Lackland
Performing Arts
Center, home to the
Centenary Stage
Company in
Hackettstown from
July 26-29.

New Jersey
Youth Theatre is

one of the most celebrated youth the-
ater companies in New Jersey, en-
abling young artists to receive the
highest caliber, professional level
theatrical experience and education
possible. Performers learn musical
theater by participating in a full-scale,
professional level production. In ad-
dition to the NJYT/NJPAC summer
program, NJYT offers classes in
drama, musical theater and dance in
the NJYT studio in Roselle Park from
October through May. For more in-
formation, see
www.njyouththeatre.org.

Programming has been made pos-
sible in part by funds from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts/De-
partment of State, a Partner Agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, by funds from the National
Endowment for the Arts, and by Dis-
cover Jersey Arts.

NJPAC is a wheelchair accessible
facility and provides assistive ser-
vices for patrons with disabilities.
For more information, call 888-GO-
NJPAC.

Smokey Joe’s Café

NJWA to Host Multi-
Generational Art Exhibit

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts in Westfield,
will host art exhibit that spans three
generations open now until Thurs-
day, August 9. The exhibit is open
to the public from 9:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.

Violet Brennan, a former long-
time resident and artist of Westfield
who passed away, her son-in-law
Paul Soisson and her granddaugh-
ter, Chelsea Soisson, comprise the
artists whose artwork will be on

display.
Fine art and illustration pieces

will make up the exhibit. A variety
of subject matter, ranging from
nature, animals, and landscapes,
will be represented in oil, acrylic,
mixed media, charcoal, and print
mediums.

The community is invited to stop
in and view the artwork. The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts is
located at 152 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Hooray for Hollywood!

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOVIE MADNESS…The Paramount
Studio tour is the best and most infor-
mative one in Los Angeles.

SWING TIME...Join Maestro David Wroe and the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra for “Swing Time” on Sunday, September 9, at 3 p.m. at L’Affaire in
Mountainside when the fully professional symphony orchestra will change gears
to deliver the authentic sounds of a modern swing band in full flight.




