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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
FINGER LICKIN’ FOOD...The LeMarmiton Society of Cranford, an interna-
tional cooking society comprised of all men, held its annual barbecue at the home
of Rich Humphrey in Westfield on July 14. Member Bill Drejka of Grillbillies
Barbecue manned the grill.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
NEW DAY CARE CENTER?…Four experts are sworn in by the Mountainside
Board of Adjustment regarding the application for a new day care center on
Springfield Avenue.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
DINING AL FRESCO...Diners enjoying a summer meal cafe-style Tuesday night are treated to a complimentary balloon
while they wait for the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival to begin.

P. Justin Fahey for The Westfield Leader
POP CULTURE…Harry Cohen, left, discusses his plans for his pop-culture
museum in Springfield following the Board of Adjustment’s approval at its
meeting on Tuesday.

Correction
In an article regarding the Westfield

Zoning Board in the July 12 edition
of The Westfield Leader, the engineer
of record should have been identified
as Victor Vinegra. We apologize for
the error.

UC Freeholders Moving Ahead
With Privatization at Runnells
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is con-
tinuing to privatize operations at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights in an effort to re-
duce an $11-million operating defi-
cit.

At last week’s agenda meeting, the
board considered a resolution for
tonight’s regular meeting for a one-
year, $8.4-million contract with
Gaithersburg, Md.-based Sodexo,
Inc. to take over dietary and house-
keeping services. The contract, ac-
cording to the agenda, would save the
county a little over $2 million. The

proposed contract offers an option
for an additional two years through
December 31, 2015 and a second
option for 20 months, extending the
contract through August 31, 2017.

On a draft agenda available online
July 11, the contract under consider-
ation was for the full five years at a
cost of $33.3 million.

The freeholders approved a $1.9-
million contract in April to Genesis
ElderCare Rehabilitation Services,
Inc. of Kennett Square, Pa. for
privatization of Runnells’ occupa-
tional, physical and speech therapy
services. It is anticipated that con-
tract will save $376,000 while also
producing $1.5 million in additional

revenues for the county.
The total budget for Runnells per

the 2012 county spending plan is
$36.9 million.

In other business, a resolution was
on Thursday’s agenda for a $250,000
settlement of a lawsuit brought by
Stephen McGuire, president of the
Union County Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association, Local 250, against
the county. Mr. McGuire had filed a
civil suit in March of 2011 alleging
that his First Amendment rights to
free speech were violated when he
was suspended without pay for five
days for an e-mail he sent November
2, 2010 to his membership.

“The e-mail discussed an arbitra-
tion concerning the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office’s policy of reim-
bursing officers for their fuel costs,”
according to Federal District Judge
Faith Hochberg’s denial of a motion
by the county to have the case dis-
missed.

PBA 250 had won that arbitration
award involving additional fuel re-
quests for five officers for commut-
ing expenses.

“Plaintiff (McGuire) contends that
his suspension was retaliation for his
union activities,” according to Judge
Hochberg’s summary judgment de-
cision.

The Prosecutor’s Office contended
that Detective McGuire’s e-mail was
in violation of the General Rules and
Regulations for professional conduct
and loyalty and found him in insub-
ordination resulting in the suspen-
sion.

The county freeholders have au-
thorized $110,000 in legal costs to
outside law firms to represent the
Prosecutor’s Office in the matter.
Prosecutor Theodore Romankow and
Robert Buccino, chief of detectives,
and the Prosecutor’s Office itself were
named as defendants in the case.

Judge Hochberg had scheduled the
trial to start June 12 at the U.S. Fed-
eral Courthouse in Newark.

Mr. McGuire had sought dismissal
of the disciplinary charges, reim-
bursement for lost pay and benefits,
payment of legal fees and compensa-
tion damages.

In freeholder-sponsored resolu-
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Judge Rules The Pointe Not Entitled
to Snow Removal by GW Borough

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – New Jersey State
Superior Court Judge Karen Cassidy,
the assignment judge for Union County,
has ruled that The Pointe, a 44-unit age-
restricted condominium complex, is
not entitled to snow and ice removal by
the borough because she deemed that
the “area in question was not a road but
a driveway not subject to the Municipal
Services Act.” In her decision, the judge
said the area in question, Chestnut Court
and Maple Court, “does not provide
circulation or access to other road-
ways” but rather access to The Pointe
residents’ parking spaces and garages.

“We are disappointed. We feel we
are being treated like second-class citi-
zens,” Roswitha Metz, a homeowner
and also treasurer of the board at The
Pointe, told The Westfield Leader.

On March 10, 2011, The Pointe billed

the borough for $54,524 in snow re-
moval costs for the period of 2008-
2010. Since the borough did not reim-
burse The Pointe, The Pointe responded
with a lawsuit filed May 31, 2011. The
borough decided to litigate, resulting in
hourly charges billed by Borough At-
torney Joseph Triarsi summing
$15,655, according to his law offices’
bill that was retrieved through an OPRA
request.

“That is ridiculous. We are not talk-
ing about roads and roads and roads.
We were only talking about the middle
of the street [of Chestnut and Maple
Courts]. It is a minimal amount [of
plowing] and for Garwood to spend
$15,000 to litigate – that is absurd,”
said Ms. Metz.

Since the lawsuit was filed, residents
of The Pointe have spoken out at bor-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Birchwood Site Plan Hearing
Set for August 8-9 in Eliz.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A public hearing
to review the site plan being submit-
ted by Cranford Development Asso-
ciates LLC for the Birchwood Av-
enue development will be held on
Wednesday and Thursday, August 8
and 9, at the Union County Court-
house. And township officials, past
and present, voiced their displeasure
at Tuesday night’s township commit-
tee meeting, not only about the venue
for the hearing but also the timing.

Cranford Development Associates
is proposing to build 360 new hous-
ing units in what local officials say is
a flood zone. Township Attorney Phil
Morin said Tuesday night that Dou-
glas Wolfson, a court-appointed spe-
cial hearing officer, had scheduled
the two-day public meeting in Eliza-
beth even though both Cranford offi-
cials and the developer had sought to
have the hearing held in Cranford.
Mr. Morin added that the Cranford
Board of Education had offered the
Orange Avenue School as a venue.

Several residents also complained
about the venue, saying it will be
more difficult for interested residents
to travel to Elizabeth and then find
parking in advance of the hearing,
which begins at 10 a.m. on both days.
Mayor David Robinson agreed, say-
ing, “It’s a hassle.” The mayor also
questioned the timing of the hearing,
noting that many residents may be
out of town on summer vacations

during the early days of August. And
he agreed with comments made by
former mayor Mark Smith, who said
the site plan approval hearings were
being held before Cranford Develop-
ment will have gotten the necessary
permits from the state Department of
Environmental Protection.

“This seems to be putting the cart
before the horse,” Mr. Smith said.

When the former mayor asked if
there was anything that could be done
to change the venue of the hearing,
Mr. Morin said the committee had
discussed options in closed session,
but would not divulge the details of
those talks.

After the two-day hearing, Mr.
Wolfson will then make recommen-
dations about the site plan to state
Superior Court Judge Lisa Chrystal,
who last year issued an order over the
township’s objections allowing the
development to move forward. The
township is in the process of filing an
appeal of the judge’s decision.

The township committee has re-
ceived a letter from the Cranford
Environmental Commission that,
besides stating that it is “extremely

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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Springfield BOA Approves
Memorabilia Museum

By P. JUSTIN FAHEY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SPRINGFIELD - The Springfield
Board of Adjustment Tuesday night
took up an application for variances
concerning the opening of a museum
of pop culture. Harry Cohen of New
York City, the applicant for the build-
ing, described it as a museum of
Americana: “Everything reminiscent
of growing up in America,” Mr. Cohen
said. Currently, the collection is kept
in five storage containers – three in
Mountainside and two in New York
City.

The proposed building will be lo-
cated at 302 Morris Avenue in Spring-
field and the empty lot next to it. It
will be adjacent to Route 78. Cur-
rently, there is a house on one of the
lots.

The new building will consist of

four floors; the first three floors will
house the museum, and the fourth,
which requires a variance, would be
an apartment where, according to
Kevin Page, engineer for the project,
Mr. Cohen could stay on weekends
while he runs the museum.

Mr. Cohen intends to open the ex-
hibit to non-profit groups such as
Boy Scouts, senior citizens and school
groups. Although he will pay taxes
on the property, he will not run it for
profit and will not charge admission.
Admittance will be by appointment
only.

An additional variance is required
for the height of the building. Due to
flooding issues, the building will have
to be lifted four feet above ground
level and will have a peaked roof
rather than a flat roof because, ac-

MS Bd. Hears Proposal for
Day Care Ctr. On WF Line

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

MOUNTAINSIDE – During its
July 12 meeting, the Mountainside
Board of Adjustment heard an appli-
cation from Robbie G. LLC and
Primrose Schools seeking several
variances, including a use variance,
for the proposed site plan and devel-
opment of a new daycare facility at
1038 Springfield Aveue.

Primrose currently has 250 schools
in 15 states across the nation, includ-
ing a location in Warren. The devel-
opment company, which also is the
landowner, is working with a Prim-
rose School franchisee to build the
facility in accordance with the
company’s specifications. The fran-
chisee then plans to lease the prop-
erty from the development company,
and run the operation.

While there were several expert
witnesses present at the meeting to
give testimony, including two engi-
neers and a professional planner, the
franchisee was not in attendance.
Stacey Laskis of Robbie Lane, the
property directly behind the proposed
daycare site, was present at the meet-
ing. She told the board that she had

come to an agreement with the devel-
opment company that trees would be
put up to create a screen behind the
properties.

Gray Greiner, director of develop-
ment at Primrose Schools, told the
board that Primrose facilities are li-
censed by the state as childcare op-
erations.

“We do have teachers, but we do
not give tests or report cards,” Mr.
Greiner said. “For school-age kids
there is only before and after care.
Parents can drop the kids off and then
Primrose will bus them to and from
the local schools.”

The age range of students at the
center would be six weeks to 12 years
old, with a very small percentage of
the students being made up of school-
age children, according to Mr.
Greiner.

Board Attorney Vincent Loughlin
explained to the applicant that based
on Mr. Greiner’s testimony, he deter-
mined the proposed operation was
fully a daycare facility and not a
school, and therefore the use vari-
ance was not needed, since it is con-
sidered “good use.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
WHY MERGE OUR TOWNS?…Fanwood resident George Weiss questions Courage to Reconnect Scotch Plains and
Fanwood and state Department of Community Affairs representatives regarding the petition to merge the two communities.

Alex Taner for The Westfield Leader
DON’T CONNECT SP/FW…At last week’s Courage to Reconnect Scotch Plains and Fanwood meeting in Fanwood,
residents, including Mayor Colleen Mahr, voiced their concerns regarding the petition to explore a SP/FW consolidation.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
JAZZ NIGHT...The Glenn Alexander Group with Orio Apsen entertain the
crowd at the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival Tuesday night at the corner
of East Broad Street and North Avenue.

Brooks Crandall for The Westfield Leader
RAZZ MATAZZ...The Chuck Lambert Band entertains the crowd at the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival Tuesday night on the north side train station
parking lot lawn.

WF Student Congratulated By
Lance for Winning Contest

TOBACCO-FREE…Rep. Leonard Lance meets with the Wheatley family of
Westfield after Sara’s poster was chosen as the 2012 State of New Jersey winner
of an important tobacco-free educational campaign and contest. Pictured, from
left to right, are: Matthew Wheatley, Maria Suarez, Anabel, Emmy and Sara
Wheatley, and Rep. Lance.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) met with
Sara Wheatley, 10, of Westfield in
his Capitol Hill office this week.
During the meeting, Mr. Lance con-
gratulated Sara as the 2012 State of
New Jersey winner of an important
tobacco-free educational campaign
and contest.

The nationwide contest, known
as “Tar Wars,” is a tobacco-free
education program for fourth and
fifth graders presented voluntarily
by family physicians and other
healthcare professionals to public
and private schools within their
communities. As part of the con-
test, students create a poster dis-

playing a positive message regard-
ing what they have learned about
the importance of being tobacco-
free.

“I was pleased to meet with Sara
and her family and commend her
for her participation in this impor-
tant national tobacco-free educa-
tional contest,” Mr. Lance said.
“Sara is a very bright, dedicated
and talented young person who
cares about the safety, health and
well being of her friends and mem-
bers of her community.”

Sara is the daughter of Maria
Suarez and Matthew Wheatley of
Westfield. She attends Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield.

ough council meetings, stating the resi-
dents at The Pointe pay about double
the taxes, about $12,000 to $14,000, of
the average taxpayer in Garwood. In its
legal argument, The Pointe relied on
the Municipal Services Act, which was
written to protect condominium dwell-
ers, such as The Pointe residents, from
double taxation. The Pointe residents
have argued that they pay taxes and
condo fees and also pay for private
snow removal.

“Even if it is a private community,
according to the Municipal Services
Act, they [the borough] are supposed to
reimburse you for part of it [snow re-
moval]. We pay half a million dollars a
year to Garwood. That is what I am
upset about more than anything,” Tom
Pedas, a resident of The Pointe, told
The Leader.

“The residents sadly do pay high
taxes but that is a result of the market at
the time of the purchase of the property.
New construction taxes are based on
the sale of property and some of those
townhouses at the time were selling for
close to $600,000,” Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma told The Leader in
an e-mail.

“However, I do feel for these people
in this situation. Let’s not neglect the
fact that the only service not being
provided is snow removal on what the
judge determined to be a ‘private drive-
way/road.’ We do provide them ser-
vices and no one ever mentions that,”
she said.

The municipality provides The
Pointe garbage, recycling, leaves and
grass pickup, Ms. Ariemma said, as
well as street lighting in the areas that
are not private. Ms. Metz said The
Pointe pays for the electricity of the
street lamps on Chestnut Street and
Maple Street, which are municipal
streets.

Gudrun Minton of Maple Court in
The Pointe said at last week’s council
meeting, “Here in Garwood we are
being shortchanged. 512 Maple Court,
you would think that is a street, but the
city decided it is a driveway and we are
not getting the basic services you are
talking about. This is not fair. We are
paying the highest taxes in this com-
munity – we should be getting some-
thing.”

The plaintiff, as stated in the rul-
ing, said that Chestnut Court and
Maple Court “allow for two-way traf-
fic and has a fire lane.”

Testimony at the hearing by plain-
tiff witnesses Mark Epstein, chair-
man of the Association at The Pointe,
and Russell Fernandez of Bechtel
Engineering, and defendant wit-
nesses, Police Chief Bruce Underhill
and Borough Engineer Victor
Vinegra, were used in the basis of the
court’s decision, as well as case law
Bligen versus Jersey City Housing
Authority as introduced by the de-
fendant and case law Stonehill Prop-
erty Owners Association versus
Township of Vernon as introduced by
the plaintiff.

In the Bligen case, “…the court
held that a driveway located within
the housing authority did not fall
within the Municipal Land Use Law’s

definition of a ‘street’…”
The plaintiff had argued the Bligen

case law was inapplicable and had
cited case law Stonehill Property
Owners Association versus Township
of Vernon that found a paved area
providing access to vehicular traffic
from public streets to private homes
is covered under the Municipal Ser-
vices Act.

At the May 8 council meeting,
William Connolly of Maple Court in
The Pointe, said, “The only access
for an ambulance is Maple Court.
The only way a fire engine can get to
me is through Maple Court. The only
way a police officer in a patrol car can
respond to an emergency in my unit
is through Maple Court. Nonethe-
less, Garwood deems Maple Court to
be something less than a public street.
I think that is unfair.”

“This case was closely watched by
other municipalities here in New Jer-
sey, as this situation has come up in
other towns who are confronted with
the question about access to condo
neighborhoods who have signs warn-
ing non-residents to ‘keep out’....these
residents cannot have it both ways. If
my town is expected to plow your
private road, our kids should be al-
lowed to skateboard there and ride
bikes and teachers should be able to
park their cars there,” Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi told The Leader in an e-
mail.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

The Pointe in Garwood

concerned” about the Birchwood
Avenue development, asked that the
township secure the services of an en-
vironmental consultant to assist with
the township’s fight against the project.

In other business, the committee gave
unanimous approval to the 2012 capi-
tal budget, which amounts to
$1,361,800 for several projects, ac-
cording to Deputy Mayor Andis
Kalnins. He said $280,000 in radio
upgrades for the police department will
be funded by the capital budget, along
with $265,000 earmarked for sewer
repairs, $280,000 for resurfacing of
several streets, a replacement street
sweeper and de-silting efforts in the
Rahway River.

“This is a well-balanced capital pro-
gram,” he said. In response to a
resident’s query, Mr. Kalnins said no
funding was included for repairs of the
dikes along the Rahway River. He said
the township is still reviewing cost es-
timates for the project, which range
from $1 to $3 million.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell,
while voting to approve the capital
budget, said he would have preferred to
have money included for dike repairs.
“But a half or two-thirds of a loaf is
better than none,” he said.

Commissioner Edward O’Malley
presented certificates to two local busi-
nesses — the Cranford Chamber of
Commerce and NJDriver.com — for
their efforts at adopting environmen-
tally-sustainable practices as part of the
local Go Green initiative.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Cranford

Mr. Greiner went on to explain to
the board that at full capacity, the
proposed center would enroll up to
192 children, and have a staff of 22
people, but that most Primrose facili-
ties operate at 80-percent occupancy.

“We are a nationally accredited,
high-end child-care center, and we
picked this area because of the demo-
graphics,” Mr. Greiner said. “We look
forward to being here.”

After hearing additional testimony
regarding the architectural plans for
the proposed 12,000- to 13,000-
square-foot, two-story building, the
board carried the case due to lack of
time. The board will continue to hear
testimony on the application at its
next meeting on Thursday, August 9.

The board also heard an applica-
tion from NG Holdings LLC, the
land acquisition company for Union
Paving and Construction Company,
Inc., seeking change of tenancy,
change of use and change of owner-
ship for a contractor yard, located at
1131 Route 22.

Gerard Burdi, principal of Union
Paving, explained to the board that
the company has been operating in
Mountainside for 10 years from its
current location on Globe Avenue,
and recently purchased the adjacent
property on Route 22, where
SavATree is located.

“SavATree, who we are purchas-
ing the building from, will remain a
tenant and their operations will stay
the same. We are looking to expand
into the vacant building (on the lot),”
Mr. Burdi explained to the board.
“The layout of the property will re-
main the same, but we will be updat-
ing the façade.”

After hearing testimony about the
site plan from architect Richard Keller
of Millburn, the board voted to ap-
prove the application, with condi-
tions on signage height, landscaping
upgrades being made, restrictions on
the height of items stored on the
property and the addition of a cut
through between the companies’ two
properties.

tions last week, the board is to award
$4,000 each to the General Casimir
Pulaski Parade Committee, Linden,
and to the Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Society, Berkeley Heights. The Pulaski
Parade will be held Sunday, October
7, down Fifth Avenue in New York
beginning at 12:30 p.m. The Feast of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel was held
July 12 to 16 in Berkeley Heights.

Last month, the board approved
$18,000 in funding for festivals and a
concert series.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders
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Mountainside

SP Farmers’ Market Crash
Damages Vehicles, Stands
By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last Sat-
urday morning, less than an hour
after the Scotch Plains Farmers’
Market opened for business, a mo-
tor vehicle accident occurred, re-
sulting in damage to other vehicles
as well as to vendors’ stands and
wares, and sending one person to
the hospital.

At approximately 8:50 a.m.,
Scotch Plains police responded to
a motor vehicle accident reported
at the farmers’ market, which is
held in the municipal parking lot
next to the municipal building on
Park Avenue on Saturdays from 8
a.m. to 2 p.m.

According to Captain Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, an 88-year-old
Fanwood resident driving a 2000
Chevy Malibu was backing out of a
parking spot when she hit the gas
pedal instead of the brake. Her ve-
hicle then struck another parked
vehicle, which then hit a 19-year-
old woman who was sitting in a
chair at the bakery stand. The
younger woman suffered a leg in-
jury, and was taken to Overlook
Medical Center in Summit. The
driver of the vehicle, who received
a summons for careless driving, also
was taken to the hospital after com-
plaining of chest pains, but was not
injured.

“It was pandemonium for a
minute,” Captain Donnelly said. “It
looked a lot worse than it was. The
accident could have been very bad,
but fortunately, there was only prop-
erty damage.”

Lisa Mohn, president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, told The
Westfield Leader that the driver is a
frequent customer at the market.

“The driver was so shaken up,
(because) the girl was so upset and
in shock,” Ms. Mohn said.

According to Ms. Mohn, the ve-
hicle struck by the driver was an
SUV belonging to a vendor.

“Luckily, she hit the truck,” Ms.
Mohn said. “The noise of her hit-
ting it caused everyone to run and
get out of the away. After the SUV
bumped into the girl, (the Malibu)
came through the truck and took
out about four tents, eight tables

and lots of produce. Her car was
sitting on top of tents and tables.”

Ms. Mohn told The Leader that
she had spoken with the woman’s
employer – Bake You Crazy of Ber-
keley Heights – and that she had
“suffered from a sprained ankle.”

“We have never had an incident
like this in the 21 years of the mar-
ket – it was a freak accident,” Ms.
Mohn said. “Safety is a big issue,
and we want everyone to be safe, so
I am planning to meet with a mem-
ber of the SPPD to discuss poten-
tially blocking off more than one
lane for vendors and patrons and
not having as much parking so close
to the vendors.”

“We don’t want people to be
scared.  We still want our farmers’
market to thrive,” she said.

cording to Mr. Page, “a flat roof is
going to leak – it’s only a matter of
when.”

According to Mr. Cohen, the
memorabilia is actually 100 to 200
collections, which he has acquired
over his lifetime but, “more seriously,
over the last 20 years.” It consists of
more than one million items, includ-
ing vintage lunch boxes, jukeboxes,
presidential election history, adver-
tising memorabilia, aviation memo-
rabilia, wind-up toys, historic Ameri-
cana items, battery toys, tin toys,
cereal boxes, comic books, circus
items, candy wrappers, cap guns,
postage stamps, movie theater memo-
rabilia and more.

Board member Cynthia Siderman
seemed to sum up concerns of other
board members when she said, “I like

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
THE FINEST…Scotch Plains police officers receive the Chief’s Achievement
Award on July 12. They were given this award for their years of service in
volunteering their time to run the Scotch Plains Junior Police Academy. This year
was the seventh class and the academy received rave reviews from all who
attended. It allows fifth- through seventh-grade kids to experience what it is like
to become a police officer. They do everything from physical training to demon-
strations from the Union County SWAT team, Bomb Squad, Scotch Plains Police
K-9, etc. The academy lasts for two weeks. Pictured, from left to right, are: Scotch
Plains Police Chief Brian T. Mahoney, Officer Dave Lavery, Sgt. Ernesto
Hernandez, Officer Jerry Brown and Det. Shawn Johnson.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Springfield Bd. of Adjustment
very much what this use is intending
to do. I’m troubled by the fact that it
doesn’t have set hours that anyone,
myself and say my family, can go in
without an appointment and see the
memorabilia.”

In a foreshadowing of his vote,
board member Luigi Monaco said, “I
don’t see any benefit to Springfield.
It’s a glorified storage unit.”

As the board prepared for a vote, it
was apparent that there were many
concerns and there were indications
that the board might vote it down. In
the end, board members approved
the variance, with Mr. Monaco deliv-
ering the only no vote.

When asked why he wanted to do
this and why he was not interested in
profit, Mr. Cohen said, “This is my
field of dreams.”
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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ATTENTION…The Scotch Plains Police Department held a graduation cer-
emony on July 12 at the John H. Stamler Police Academy for 10-to-12-year-old
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Middle School students who participated in the seventh
annual Junior Police Academy. The youth trained with the Scotch Plains Police
officers and detectives, Union County SWAT Team, Union County Bomb Squad,
the K-9 Unit and Union County Mounted Police. The program is designed to
bridge the gap between the members of the police department and local youth.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DON’T CONNECT SP/FW…At last week’s Courage to Reconnect Scotch Plains and Fanwood meeting in Fanwood
residents, including Mayor Colleen Mahr and George Weiss, voiced their concerns regarding the petition to explore a SP/
FW consolidation.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINGER LICKIN’ FOOD...The LeMarmiton Society of Cranford, an interna-
tional cooking society comprised of all men, held its annual barbe at the home of
Rich Humphrey in Westfield on July 14. Member Bill Drejka of Grillbillies
Barbecue manned the grill.

UC Freeholders Moving Ahead
With Privatization at Runnells
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is con-
tinuing to privatize operations at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in Ber-
keley Heights in an effort to reduce an
$11-million operating deficit.

At last week’s agenda meeting, the
board considered a resolution for
tonight’s regular meeting for a one-
year, $8.4-million contract with
Gaithersburg, Md.-based Sodexo, Inc.
to take over dietary and housekeeping
services. The contract, according to the

agenda, would save the county a little
over $2 million. The proposed contract
offers an option for an additional two
years through December 31, 2015 and
a second option for 20 months, extend-
ing the contract through August 31,
2017.

On a draft agenda available online
July 11, the contract under consider-
ation was for the full five years at a cost
of $33.3 million.

The freeholders approved a $1.9-
million contract in April to Genesis
ElderCare Rehabilitation Services, Inc.
of Kennett Square, Pa. for privatization

of Runnells’ occupational, physical and
speech therapy services. It is antici-
pated that contract will save $376,000
while also producing $1.5 million in
additional revenues for the county.

The total budget for Runnells per the
2012 county spending plan is $36.9
million.

In other business, a resolution was
on Thursday’s agenda for a $250,000
settlement of a lawsuit brought by
Stephen McGuire, president of the
Union County Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association, Local 250, against
the county. Mr. McGuire had filed a
civil suit in March of 2011 alleging that
his First Amendment rights to free
speech were violated when he was
suspended without pay for five days
for an e-mail he sent November 2,
2010 to his membership.

“The e-mail discussed an arbitration
concerning the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office’s policy of reim-
bursing officers for their fuel costs,”
according to Federal District Judge
Faith Hochberg’s denial of a motion by
the county to have the case dismissed.

PBA 250 had won that arbitration
award involving additional fuel re-
quests for five officers for commuting
expenses.

“Plaintiff (McGuire) contends that
his suspension was retaliation for his
union activities,” according to Judge
Hochberg’s summary judgment deci-
sion.

The Prosecutor’s Office contended
that Detective McGuire’s e-mail was
in violation of the General Rules and
Regulations for professional conduct
and loyalty and found him in insubor-
dination resulting in the suspension.

The county freeholders have autho-
rized $110,000 in legal costs to outside
law firms to represent the Prosecutor’s
Office in the matter. Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow and Robert
Buccino, chief of detectives, and the
Prosecutor’s Office itself were named
as defendants in the case.

Judge Hochberg had scheduled the
trial to start June 12 at the U.S. Federal
Courthouse in Newark.

Mr. McGuire had sought dismissal
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Farmers’ Market Crash
Damages Vehicles, Stands

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last Sat-
urday morning, less than an hour
after the Scotch Plains Farmers’
Market opened for business, a mo-
tor vehicle accident occurred, re-
sulting in damage to other vehicles
as well as to vendors’ stands and
wares, and sending one person to
the hospital.

At approximately 8:50 a.m.,
Scotch Plains police responded to a
motor vehicle accident reported at
the farmers market, which is held in
the municipal  parking lot next to
the municipal building on Park Av-
enue on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.

According to Captain Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, an 88-year-old
Fanwood resident driving a 2000
Chevy Malibu was backing out of a
parking spot when she hit the gas
pedal instead of the brake. Her ve-
hicle then struck another parked
vehicle, which then hit a 19-year-
old woman who was sitting in a

chair at the bakery stand. The
younger woman suffered a leg in-
jury, and was taken to Overlook
Medical Center in Summit. The
driver of the vehicle, who received
a summons for careless driving, was
also taken to the hospital after com-
plaining of chest pains, but was not
injured.

“It was pandemonium for a
minute,” Captain Donnelly said. “It
looked a lot worse than it was. The
accident could have been very bad,
but fortunately there was only prop-
erty damage.”

Lisa Mohn, president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
driver is a frequent customer at the
market.

“The driver was so shaken up,
[because] the girl was so upset and
in shock,” Ms. Mohn said.

According to Ms. Mohn, the ve-
hicle struck by the driver was an
SUV belonging to a vendor.

“Luckily, she hit the truck,” Ms.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FINEST…Scotch Plains police officers receive the Chief’s Achievement
Award on July 12. They were given this award for their years of service in
volunteering their time to run the Scotch Plains Junior Police Academy.  Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian T. Mahoney, Officer
Dave Lavery, Sgt. Ernesto Hernandez, Officer Jerry Brown and Det. Shawn
Johnson.
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Fanwood, SP Residents Question
Process for Consolidation Study

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The citizens’ or-
ganization Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains/Fanwood (CTR-SPF)
held the second of three public meet-
ings July 10 at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood. The organization is seek-
ing local and state endorsement to
study consolidating the two towns.

Presiding over the meeting was
CTR-SPF chairman and Scotch
Plains resident Fred Lange, as well
as Gina Genovese, executive direc-
tor of Courage to Connect NJ, and
Christopher Vaz, assistant division
director at the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.
Princeton Township Mayor Chad
Goerner also was in attendance, “as
a resource” to answer questions re-

garding the consolidation process,
since Princeton Township and
Princeton Borough residents voted
to merge their two municipalities in
November of 2011.

Courage to Connect NJ is a non-
profit, non-partisan organization
that educates the public about the
Local Option Municipal Consoli-
dation Law of 2007. Mr. Lange en-
listed the group’s assistance in 2011
to help him form CTR-SPF, which

is comprised of five Scotch Plains
residents and five Fanwood resi-
dents.

Mr. Vaz explained to the many
residents in attendance at the July
10 meeting that the state’s role is to
facilitate the public meetings.

“Consider me the moderator to
mandate decorum,” Mr. Vaz said.

Mr. Lange explained that CTR-
SPF is trying to get permission from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Bd. Tells Applicants to
Resubmit Building Plans

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment,
last Thursday evening, turned down
five out of five applications by
homeowners seeking variances or re-
lief from code. Board attorney Vincent
K. Loughlin had reservations on each
application and told each to resubmit
their plans.

Donald Auriema, of 2245 Madison
Avenue, who wishes to relocate an
upstairs bathroom downstairs where
there is now a two-car garage attached
to the front of the house, submitted an
especially complicated application. The

house is on a corner lot measuring
24,176 square feet. Mr. Auriema also
wishes to construct a detached two-
story, two-car garage at the back of his
property facing another street. The
backyard already has a patio, a pool,
and they wish to add a cabana. Mr.
Auriema is represented by his attorney,
Richard Cohen, and architect, Michael
D. Giambalvo.

The Auriema’s have a 14-year-old
boy who has his own bedrooms and a
set of three-year old triplets, who are
sharing one bedroom. They wish to
add more bedroom and bathroom space
in the home and more storage space on

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Congratulations to Our June
Sales Associate of the Month!
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FW Residents Speak Out at
Borough Council Meeting

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With the bulk of
Fanwood’s boards and commissions
either not meeting in July or meet-
ing later in the month, the reporting
of the borough’s official business
was set to a simmer at July’s bor-
ough council meeting Tuesday
night. But that did not stop lively
discussion on what seemed to be
weighing on both the council’s and
the residents’ minds; the “Courage
to Reconnect” organization’s ap-
plication to the state’s Local Fi-
nance Board and its implications
for Fanwood.

Resident George Weiss began the
discussion with a quote his late wife
was fond of. “Things are not always
as they seem. Skim milk masquer-
ades as cream.” In Mr. Weiss’ view,
the proverbial “skim milk” is the
Courage to Reconnect group itself,
who, in its application to the Local
Finance Board, is petitioning the
board to create a Municipal Con-
solidation Study Commission to
study a Scotch Plains and Fanwood
merger.

Residents in attendance com-
plained about the timing and the
limited publicity over the public
hearings recently held to discuss
the Local Finance Board applica-
tion and by the lack of transparency
over the individuals acting as the
driving force behind the push to
form the commission. It was sug-
gested that the organization is not
representative of the prevailing view
of voters of either municipality, but
the personal agenda of Fred Lange,

a resident of Scotch Plains, and a
few other residents who have
cloaked themselves in anonymity
while trying to shoehorn a merger
between the municipalities. Harry
McNally, a resident of Fanwood,
questioned whether the organiza-
tion was “a dictatorship” and ac-
cused it of being run by “outsid-
ers.”

The council’s collective re-
sponses, albeit tempered, held a note
of dissatisfaction with how the
Courage to Reconnect group oper-
ated. Councilman Robert Manduca
commented that he was disturbed a
number residents and council mem-
bers is the “sheer lawlessness” about
the overall process involved and
the “bureaucratic overreach” asso-
ciated with the Local Option Mu-
nicipal Consolidation Act.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell has formed her own
counter-petition in response to the
petition before the Local Finance
Board.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estes
posited that one of the dangers of
the entire process is that the com-
mission, if formed, will have the
power to make a “momentous de-
termination” about whether it be-
lieves a merger should take place,
but to have “one person picking
four of the 10 members of the com-
mission is an absurdity” which
leaves Fanwood without fair repre-
sentation.

Council President Russell Huegel
implored residents who are in favor
of the application to come before

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8



30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NEW DAY CARE CENTER?...Four experts are sworn in by the Mountainside
Board of Adjustment regarding the application for a new day care center on
Springfield Avenue.

of the disciplinary charges, reimburse-
ment for lost pay and benefits, payment
of legal fees and compensation dam-
ages.

In freeholder sponsored resolutions
last week, the board is to award $4,000
each to the General Casimir Pulaski
Parade Committee, Linden, and to the
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Society,
Berkeley Heights. The Pulaski Parade
will be held Sunday, October 7, down
Fifth Avenue in New York beginning at
12:30 p.m. The Feast of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel was held July 12 to 16
in Berkeley Heights.

Last month, the board approved
$18,000 in funding for festivals and a
concert series.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Freeholders

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
JAZZ NIGHT...The Glenn Alexander Group with Orio Apsen entertain the
crowd at the Sweet Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival Tuesday night at the corner
of East Broad Street and North Avenue in Westfield.

P. Justin Fahey for The The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
POP CULTURE…Harry Cohen, left, discusses his plans for his pop-culture
museum in Springfield following the Board of Adjustment’s approval at its
meeting on Tuesday.

Mohn said. “The noise of her hit-
ting it caused everyone to run and
get out of the away. After the SUV
bumped into the girl, (the Malibu)
came through the truck and took
out about four tents, eight tables
and lots of produce. Her car was
sitting on top of tents and tables.”

Ms. Mohn told The Times that she
had spoken with the woman’s em-
ployer – Bake You Crazy of Berke-
ley Heights – and that she had “suf-
fered from a sprained ankle.”

“We have never had an incident
like this in the 21 years of the mar-
ket – it was a freak accident,” Ms.
Mohn said. “Safety is a big issue,
and we want everyone to be safe, so
I am planning to meet with a mem-
ber of the SPPD to discuss poten-
tially blocking off more than one
lane for vendors and patrons and
not having as much parking so close
to the vendors.”

“We don’t want people to be
scared.  We still want our farmers’
market to thrive,” she said.

WF Student Congratulated By
Lance for Winning Contest

TOBACCO FREE…Rep. Leonard Lance meets with the Wheatley family of
Westfield after Sara’s poster was chosen as the 2012 State of New Jersey winner
of an important tobacco-free educational campaign and contest. Pictured, left to
right, are:  Matthew Wheatley, Maria Suarez,  Anabel, Emmy and Sara Wheatley
and Rep. Lance.

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) met with
Sara Wheatley, 10, of Westfield in
his Capitol Hill office this week.
During the meeting, Mr. Lance con-
gratulated Sara as the 2012 State of
New Jersey winner of an important
tobacco-free educational campaign
and contest.

The nationwide contest, known
as “Tar Wars,” is a tobacco-free
education program for fourth and
fifth graders presented voluntarily
by family physicians and other
healthcare professionals to public
and private schools within their
communities. As part of the con-
test, students create a poster dis-

playing a positive message regard-
ing what they have learned about
the importance of being tobacco-
free.

“I was pleased to meet with Sara
and her family and commend her
for her participation in this impor-
tant national tobacco-free educa-
tional contest,” Mr. Lance said.
“Sara is a very bright, dedicated
and talented young person who
cares about the safety, health and
well being of her friends and mem-
bers of her community.”

Sara is the daughter of Maria
Suarez and Matthew Wheatley of
Westfield. She attends Franklin El-
ementary School in Westfield.

the second story of the proposed ga-
rage.

Mr. Auriema said they would take
that garage space and make it habit-
able, and use the upper story of the new
garage for storage. Mr. Auriema stated
that besides working at his electrical
business, he and his brother, repair old
bikes and small machinery. Mr.
Loughlin asked if he was proposing a
running a business on the site. “No,”
Mr. Auriema replied.

Several neighbors testified on Mr.
Auriema’s behalf, saying any work
done to the house has been with in
keeping with the neighborhood and
looks “classy.”

Mr. Auriema’s backyard neighbor,
Gene Setti, who is represented by At-
torney Brian Schwartz, objected to the
height of the proposed new garage. He
said he uses his yard and he now has a
view, and that a two-story garage would
obstruct that. He was told that trees
would be planted to hide the two-story
structure. Mr. Setti, a landscaper, said
no trees are going to grow fast enough
to obscure the height of that garage. Mr.
Schwartz also questioned having two
large structures (the home and the two-
story garage) on the lot.

Mr. Loughlin asked the size of the
proposed second story in the new ga-
rage to which Mr. Giambalvo said it
would be 1,000 square feet, and the
garage, itself, 1,350 square feet. “I don’t
think that is permitted in a R-1 zone
(residential),” said Mr. Loughlin. He
continued, “I haven’t heard anything
about imperious surface, the pool, the
cabana, the two-story garage. I’m very
troubled.”

“The board has to have better defini-
tions of the proposals about the maxi-
mum ground coverage and the imper-
vious ground cover,” Mr. Loughlin said.
He also said he was troubled by con-
flicting testimony by the husband and
wife concerning continued use of the
front driveway and wanted to know the
sequence of construction.

Richard Cohen, the Auriema’s attor-
ney, agreed to resubmit the application.

In other business, Ernest Fantini, Sr.,
who owns 444 Myrtle Avenue, a two-
family house with a single-family house
on the property in a R-3-A zone on the
northwest side of Myrtle Avenue, is
seeking a (d) variance to make an addi-
tion to the single-family house. He
wishes to build a work storage area
(two rooms) separated from the house
by a breezeway. Mr. Fantini was repre-
sented by his son, Ernest Fantini, Jr.
and his attorney, Larry Bostola.

Mr. Bostola stated that Mr. Fantini
owns many properties in the area, and
that his son works in business with him.
Mr. Loughlin said the application is not
appropriate if the homeowner is not
present to testify. Mr. Bostola insisted
that his client could not be present and
that his son was familiar on the specif-
ics of the application.

“The testimony of the son would be
an exception to the rule. This is a sig-
nificant case. I don’t think it would be

appropriate to proceed,” Mr. Loughlin
said.

Board chairman Ken Anderson asked
Mr. Bostola if his client would be avail-
able to testify at the September meet-
ing. Mr. Bostola said he would so the
application will be revisited at that
meeting.

Evangel Church of 1251 Terrill Road
is seeking to build an above ground fuel
tank and a backup generator to be
placed on top of it for power supply in
case of a power outage.

Christopher Mariniello, church busi-
ness administrator, said, “We want to
protect our water lines from freezing.”
The structure would be placed on an
18- by 18 ft. pad. “The fuel tank we
want is 950 gallons,” Mr. Mariniello
added. The generator would have to
run for 48 hours at a time once a week.
He said the church would follow all
state and federal regulations. Township
code says that the tank cannot exceed
660 gallons. The generator is sit on top
of the fuel tank. The structure would
be shielded by evergreens and a fence.

Board member Rich Druthie said
the board did not have the necessary
data to grant the application.

The church’s attorney, Anthony
Marra, said the church would prepare
a new application to submit to the
board.

William and Susan Dixon of 359
Stout Avenue are seeking a d variance
to repair their garage, which they say
needs a new door, aluminum siding
and a new roof. They were advised by
Mr. Loughlin to bring any bid propos-
als to the building department and
return before the board in September.

Sandy Atienza of 2401 Westfield
Avenue is seeking a c variance to add
a 10-foot by 19-foot addition to his
house, which would have a door di-
rectly into the garage. Board members
said Ms. Atienza would need to submit
a proper floor plan.

Board member, Dan Sullivan said, “I
don’t have the slightest idea of what
you are putting in both rooms.”

Ms. Atienza was also told to resub-
mit her plan.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP Board of Adjustment

the state to have a consolidation
study done. If that study is con-
ducted, the results would then be
available to the public, and a refer-
endum to combine the towns of
Scotch Plains and Fanwood would be
voted on.

“The majority of people from both
towns would need to want to connect,”
Mr. Lange said.

Once the hearings are done, Mr. Vaz
will prepare a report to be reviewed by
the state’s Local Finance Board, which
will ultimately decide if a consolida-
tion study should be conducted.

When the floor was opened to ques-
tions, a Fanwood resident asked who
would be responsible for paying for
the consolidation study.

“The state does not fund the efforts
of the groups; it would be up to Mr.
Lange’s group (to raise the money),”
Ms. Genovese responded.

When asked by another Fanwood
resident what the real advantages of
consolidating would be, Mr. Lange
said that a shared-services study con-
ducted by the two towns themselves
indicated that there is a potential sav-
ings of $2 million annually for both
towns.

Several residents voiced unfavor-
able opinions regarding petitions that
were circulated throughout the com-
munity to garner support for CTR-
SPF, stating that their neighborhoods
were not petitioned, and that when the
petition was presented to residents it
was unclear what it was they were
being asked to sign.

“We had an issue with the peti-
tions,” said Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr, who was in attendance. “If the
people (of Fanwood) had come to me
to discuss consolidation, we would
have had the conversation, but no one
did.”

“In Fanwood, there isn’t a lot of
confidence in this process because of
the way it has been conducted,” said
Fanwood Councilman Robert
Manduca, who also was in attendance.

When questioned by a Fanwood
resident about what criteria is used by
the Local Finance Board to make the

decision to approve the application to
create a study commission, and how
the commission would be appointed,
Mr. Vaz stated that there has not been
a lot of consolidations done in New
Jersey.

“This is different than Princeton,
where the governing bodies of the two
municipalities filed for the applica-
tion,” Mr. Vaz said. “The Local Fi-
nance Board will not make recom-
mendations about the commission –
they just approve or disapprove the
application based on the signatures
obtained on the petition.”

Mr. Lange collected 352 signatures
from more than 7,000 Fanwood resi-
dents.

“If CTR-SPF can’t raise the money
for the study, then there is no study. If
you do go through the process, and the
projected savings is small, then it’s
going to get voted down,” Mr. Goerner
said. “But you have to go through the
process to know.”

“The Finance Board should not ap-
prove this petition,” a Fanwood resi-
dent stated. “It’s not the right time. It’s
not the right people. It’s not the right
process.”
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Courage to Reconnect
Judge Rules The Pointe Not
Entitled to Snow Removal

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – New Jersey State
Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, the assignment judge for
Union County, has ruled that The
Pointe, a 44-unit age-restricted con-
dominium complex, is not entitled
to snow and ice removal by the
borough because she deemed that
the “area in question was not a road
but a driveway not subject to the
Municipal Services Act.” In her
decision, the judge said the area in
question, Chestnut Court and Maple
Court, “does not provide circula-
tion or access to other roadways”
but rather access to The Pointe resi-
dents’ parking spaces and garages.

“We are disappointed. We feel
we are being treated like second-
class citizens,” Roswitha Metz, a
homeowner and also treasurer of
the board at The Pointe, told The
Westfield Leader.

On March 10, 2011, The Pointe
billed the borough for $54,524 in
snow removal costs for the period
of 2008-2010. Since the borough
did not reimburse The Pointe, The
Pointe responded with a lawsuit
filed May 31, 2011. The borough
decided to litigate, resulting in
hourly charges billed by Borough
Attorney Joseph Triarsi summing
$15,655, according to his law of-
fices’ bill that was retrieved through
an OPRA request.

“That is ridiculous. We are not
talking about roads and roads and
roads. We were only talking about
the middle of the street [of Chest-
nut and Maple Courts]. It is a mini-
mal amount [of plowing] and for
Garwood to spend $15,000 to liti-
gate – that is absurd,” said Ms. Metz.

Since the lawsuit was filed, resi-
dents of The Pointe have spoken
out at borough council meetings,
stating the residents at The Pointe
pay about double the taxes, about
$12,000 to $14,000, of the average
taxpayer in Garwood. In its legal
argument, The Pointe relied on the
Municipal Services Act, which was
written to protect condominium
dwellers, such as The Pointe resi-
dents, from double taxation. The
Pointe residents have argued that
they pay taxes and condo fees and
also pay for private snow removal.

“Even if it is a private commu-
nity, according to the Municipal
Services Act, they [the borough]
are supposed to reimburse you for
part of it [snow removal]. We pay
half a million dollars a year to
Garwood. That is what I am upset
about more than anything,” Tom
Pedas, a resident of The Pointe,
told The Leader.

“The residents sadly do pay high
taxes but that is a result of the mar-
ket at the time of the purchase of the
property. New construction taxes
are based on the sale of property
and some of those townhouses at
the time were selling for close to
$600,000,” Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma told The Leader in an
e-mail.

“However, I do feel for these
people in this situation. Let’s not
neglect the fact that the only ser-
vice not being provided is snow
removal on what the judge deter-
mined to be a ‘private driveway/
road.’ We do provide them services
and no one ever mentions that,” she
said.

The municipality provides The
Pointe garbage, recycling, leaves
and grass pickup, Ms. Ariemma
said, as well as street lighting in the
areas that are not private. Ms. Metz
said The Pointe pays for the elec-
tricity of the street lamps on Chest-
nut Street and Maple Street, which
are municipal streets.

Gudrun Minton of Maple Court
in The Pointe said at last week’s
council meeting, “Here in Garwood
we are being shortchanged. 512
Maple Court, you would think that

is a street, but the city decided it is
a driveway and we are not getting
the basic services you are talking
about. This is not fair. We are pay-
ing the highest taxes in this com-
munity – we should be getting some-
thing.”

The plaintiff, as stated in the rul-
ing, said that Chestnut Court and
Maple Court “allow for two-way
traffic and has a fire lane.”

Testimony at the hearing by plain-
tiff witnesses Mark Epstein, chair-
man of the Association at The
Pointe, and Russell Fernandez of
Bechtel Engineering, and defendant
witnesses, Police Chief Bruce
Underhill and Borough Engineer
Victor Vinegra, were used in the
basis of the court’s decision, as well
as case law Bligen versus Jersey
City Housing Authority as intro-
duced by the defendant and case
law Stonehill Property Owners As-
sociation versus Township of
Vernon as introduced by the plain-
tiff.

In the Bligen case, “…the court
held that a driveway located within
the housing authority did not fall
within the Municipal Land Use
Law’s definition of a ‘street’…”

The plaintiff had argued the
Bligen case law was inapplicable
and had cited case law Stonehill
Property Owners Association ver-
sus Township of Vernon that found
a paved area providing access to
vehicular traffic from public streets
to private homes is covered under
the Municipal Services Act.

At the May 8 council meeting,
William Connolly of Maple Court
in The Pointe, said, “The only ac-
cess for an ambulance is Maple
Court. The only way a fire engine
can get to me is through Maple
Court. The only way a police of-
ficer in a patrol car can respond to
an emergency in my unit is through
Maple Court.  Nonetheless,
Garwood deems Maple Court to be
something less than a public street.
I think that is unfair.”

“This case was closely watched
by other municipalities here in New
Jersey, as this situation has come up
in other towns who are confronted
with the question about access to
condo neighborhoods who have
signs warning non-residents to
‘keep out’....these residents cannot
have it both ways. If my town is
expected to plow your private road,
our kids should be allowed to skate-
board there and ride bikes and teach-
ers should be able to park their cars
there,” Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi
told The Leader in an e-mail.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Scotch Plains
Accident

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RAZZ MATAZZ...The Chuck Lambert Band entertains the crowd at the Sweet
Sounds Downtown Jazz Festival Tuesday night on the north side train station
parking lot lawn in Westfield.
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the council and express their views.
Mr. Huegel said, “I have never wit-
nessed anybody coming podium and
voicing support for this.”

Residents interested in viewing a
draft of the Local Finance application
can do so at http://
spfreconnect.wordpress.com/applica-
tion/

In less controversial news, the coun-
cil welcomed two new fire department
volunteers, Anthony Grasso and Zach
Weissglass.

Fanwood Lions Club President David
Trumpp presented $100 to the Fanwood
Volunteer Fire Department, $300 to the
Fanwood Rescue Squad and $300 to
the Fanwood Recreation Commission
and thanked the community for sup-
porting the Lions Club.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FW Council
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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

1001386

Stop by for your free  
State Farm Insurance  
and Financial Review®.
Like a good neighbor,  
State Farm is there.®

CALL ME TODAY FOR  
MORE INFORMATION.

State Farm, Bloomington, IL

I can help with both.

Protect  
your family. 
Prepare  
for their future.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ  07090
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

School Lighting Upgrade
Program Launched by BPU

TRENTON – The Christie Admin-
istration has announced the launch of
a new initiative designed to promote
energy efficient lighting upgrades in
public and private schools through-
out the state. A total of $6 million has
been allocated to pay project costs,
which will be available to partici-
pants on a first come-, first-served
basis.

The New Jersey’s Board of Public
Utilities’ (BPU) Schools Lighting
Initiative provides for the replace-
ment of T-12 fixtures in New Jersey’s
K-12 school facilities with T-8 and T-
5 energy-efficient lighting. Accord-
ing to the BPU, upgrading to high-
efficiency lighting significantly re-
duces operating costs and helps in the
effort to lower carbon dioxide emis-
sions. The incentives, provided
through New Jersey’s Clean Energy
Program (CEP), will cover the entire
cost of the upgrades, including mate-
rials, labor, permitting and proper
disposal of the T-12 fixtures.

All public and private K-12 schools
in New Jersey that contribute to the
Societal Benefits Charge are eligible
to participate. This initiative serves
as a supplement to the CEP pro-
grams: N.J. SmartStart Buildings pre-
scriptive lighting incentive, Pay for
Performance, or Direct Install. Par-

ticipants will be required to meet all
conditions and criteria of the chosen
program.

Incentives range from approxi-
mately $100 to $500 per fixture de-
pending on the type and are offered
in association with complete fixture
replacement.

“Lighting efficiency was not a pri-
ority when most schools were de-
signed. On average, lighting repre-
sents more than 30 percent of a
school’s electricity usage, making it
an ideal choice for efficiency im-
provements,” NJBPU President Bob
Hanna said. “Proper lighting can have
a dramatic effect on learning and
overall well-being in the classroom,
while at the same time advancing
Governor Christie’s Energy Master
Plan energy conservation goals.”

School administrators interested in
participating or learning more about
the T-12 Lighting Replacement Ini-
tiative can visit NJCleanEnergy.com/
T1. The site includes additional spe-
cifics of the T12 Schools Lighting
Initiative along with links to the ap-
plication, required worksheets and
detailed incentive tables. The web
page also includes links to NJ
SmartStart Buildings, Pay for Perfor-
mance and Direct Install where addi-
tional materials can be accessed.

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

Lance Leads Push for Access
To Congress Research Services

WASHINGTON, D.C. – In an ef-
fort to increase transparency and ac-
cess to Congressional Research Ser-
vices, Rep. Leonard Lance (R-7th)
has announced that he has introduced
the “Congressional Research Service
Electronic Accessibility Act of 2012.”
The Seventh District lawmaker said
he was working jointly with Rep.
Mike Quigley (D-Ill.) to advance the
bipartisan legislation.

The Congressional Research Ser-
vice (CRS) is a little-known but highly
regarded division of the Library of
Congress. The research service is by
law exclusively for the use of mem-
bers of Congress and congressional
staff. The Lance-Quigley measure
would amend that law and allow the
public release of congressional re-
ports that CRS produces.

“American taxpayers spend more
than $100 million a year supporting
the work of the Congressional Re-
search Service,” Rep. Lance said. “It
is good public policy to allow educa-
tors, students, members of the news
media and everyday citizens access
to CRS’ non-partisan taxpayer-
funded reports. What is good for
Congress should be good for the gen-
eral public.”

The lawyers, economists, reference
librarians, and social, natural, and
physical scientists of CRS offer re-
search and analysis to members of
Congress on all current and emerg-
ing issues of national policy.

As a Congressional support agency,
CRS is joined by the Government
Accountability Office (GAO) and the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
in providing Congress with informa-
tion and analysis. While GAO and
CBO reports are already available to
the public, CRS reports are not.

“This new bill introduced by Reps.
Lance and Quigley opens the door to
greater understanding of Congress
by the American people, the media
and government employees. It’s time
to bring reports from the Capitol’s

publicly-funded think tank online for
the public to use,” said Daniel
Schuman, policy counsel at the non-
partisan Sunlight Foundation, which
is a non-profit that advocates for gov-
ernment transparency.

“Librarians have long been sup-
porters of public access to CRS re-
ports. The Lance-Quigley bill would
direct the Clerk of the House to put
widely-distributed CRS reports on a
publicly available website and doing
so would be a boon for researchers,
students and the public. Similar to
GAO reports, which are publicly
available online from the 1920s to
the present, CRS reports offer in-
depth information, analysis and leg-
islative histories across the entire leg-
islative process. Publishing CRS re-
ports on one publicly available
website would greatly enhance their
availability to the public,” said James
Jacobs, co-founder of Free Govern-
ment Information.

Holt Sponsoring
Appraisal Party

LAMBERTVILLE — Rep. Rush
Holt (D-12th) will hold an Antiques
Appraisal Party fundraiser from 4 to 6
p.m. on Thursday, July 26, at the M.
Rago Arts and Auction Center, located
at 333 North Main Street, Lambertville,
N.J. Attendees are asked to bring one or
two treasures to be appraised by experts
in the following categories: decorative
arts and furnishings, 20th Century de-
sign, fine art, jewelry, silver, coins, asian,
historical, and ethnographic.

Contribution levels to attend are:
$150 Individual, $250 friend, $500
supporter, and $1,000, co-host. To
RSVP or for more information, con-
tact Annie O’Toole at (609) 799-
0800 or e-mail
Annie@RushHolt.com.

Editor’s Note: Effective January
2013 the 12th Congressional District
will include most of Scotch Plains and
all of Fanwood.

BNI to Host Networking
Breakfast July 24 in Clark

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Sens. Unveil Bill Requiring
U.S. Made Olympic Uniforms

WASHINGTON, D.C. — U.S.
Senator Robert Menendez (D-N.J.)
and nine of his colleagues have intro-
duced the “Team USA Made In
America Act of 2012” which would
require the United States Olympic
Committee (USOC) to adopt a pro-
curement policy for ceremonial uni-
forms for the Olympics, Paralympics
and Pan-American Games that would
require the uniforms to be made in
the United States, unless the USOC
provides to Congress a detailed justi-
fication for why the uniforms were
not manufactured in the United States.

The legislation follows on the heals
of news stories that athletes for this
summer’s games, which begin July
27 in London, will be wearing uni-
forms made in China after Ralph
Lauren outsourced the production of
uniforms.

USOC CEO Scott Blackmun in-
formed Sen. Menendez that future cer-
emonial uniforms for Team USA, start-
ing with the 2014 Winter Olympic
Games, would be made in the USA.

“While I was shocked that it’s not
already a given that Team USA’s cer-
emonial uniforms should be made in
America, I welcome the United States
Olympic Committee’s commitment
to rely on American manufacturers
and industry to produce uniforms for
our future American Olympians,”
Sen. Menendez said.

“Olympians symbolize our pride
for America and it’s outrageous that
their uniforms weren’t made in
America. This legislation will ensure
that the U.S. Olympic committee sup-
ports American jobs and manufac-
turing, just as the entire nation comes
together to support our Olympic ath-
letes,” Senator Frank Lautenberg (D-
N.J.) said. “Made in America should
be the rule for Olympic uniforms,
and I am pleased that a commitment
was made to produce the 2014 Olym-
pic uniforms in the United States.”

The “Team USA Made In
America Act of 2012” is also co-
sponsored by Sen. Lautenberg and
Sens. Jay Rockefeller (D-W. Va.),

Bob Casey (D-Pa.), Chuck Schumer
(D-N.Y.), Kirsten Gillibrand (D-
N.Y.), Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio),
Debbie Stabenow (D-Mich.), Rich-
ard Blumenthal (D-Conn.), and Joe
Manchin (D-W. Va.).

The bill would amend the Ted
Stevens Olympic and Amateur Sports
Act to require the adoption of a pro-
curement policy that requires ceremo-
nial uniforms for U.S. Olympians, in-
cluding accessories, such as ties, belts,
shoes and hats meet the standards of
the Federal Trade Commission for
labeling as “Made in USA.”

U.S. Olympic  Cmmittee spokes-
man Patrick Sandusky reportedly
tweeted: “All this talk about olympic
uniforms made in China is nonsense.
Polo RL is an American company
that supports American athletes.”

The Xinhua News Agency criti-
cized U.S. lawmakers, saying the
politicians are going against the spirit
of the Olympics with their com-
plaints.

“The Olympics spirit is all about
separating sports from politics, but
these U.S. politicians are going too
far and trying to force a political tag
onto the uniforms,” it said in the
Chinese-language commentary ac-
cording to Reuters.

Xinhua ripped U.S. Senate Major-
ity Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.), who
had called for the uniforms to be
piled up and burned.

“If there is anything that should be
burned, it should really be the hypoc-
risy of the U.S. politics,” according to
The Associated Press report.

Meanwhile U.S. veterans are an-
gry over the placement of the Ralph
Lauren logo where they say the
American Flag is supposed to be.

“When you say the Pledge of Alle-
giance, they’re covering the Ralph
Lauren logo,” a Vietnam War veteran
told nj.com. “The flag’s always sup-
posed to go over your heart. The
company logo shouldn’t be larger
than the American flag. It is the U.S.
Olympic team, not the Ralph Lauren
team.”

Booker Picked to Draft Platform
For Democratic Convention

The Democratic National Commit-
tee and Obama for America have
announced that Newark Mayor Cory
Booker has been selected as co-chair-
man the committee for the 2012
Democratic National Convention.
The committee is charged with draft-
ing a platform that outlines Demo-
cratic principles and priorities. The
convention will be held September 4-
6  in Charlotte, N.C.

“The platform of the Democratic
National Committee is a statement of
our Democratic guiding principles,
our priorities for coming years, and
our vision for the future of this coun-
try,” said Assemblyman John
Wisniewski (D-19, Sayreville), chair-
man of the New Jersey Democratic
State Committee. “As Chairman of
the New Jersey Democratic State
Committee, I am pleased that Mayor
Cory Booker was selected to lead the
platform committee. I know that un-
der his leadership, the platform will
reflect our strong commitment to
middle class and working families.”

Dignitaries Attend Launch of
Jewish Fed of Greater MetroWest

Governor Chris Christie delivered
remarks at the official launch of Jew-
ish Federation of Greater MetroWest
NJ (Federation), the state’s largest
philanthropy, Tuesday night at the
Alex Aidekman Family Jewish Com-
munity Campus in Whippany, the
organization’s headquarters. The new
federation is the result of the July 1
merger of United Jewish Communi-
ties of MetroWest NJ and the Jewish
Federation of Central N.J. It is the
largest merger of two active federa-
tions in the history of the organized
federation system.

In addition to Gov. Christie, other

dignitaries that were scheduled to
attend included state Senators Bar-
bara Buono (D-18, Edison) and An-
thony Bucco (R-25, Denville), As-
semblywoman Mila Jasey (D-27,
Maplewood) and mayors from the
Greater MetroWest community.

The geographic area served by
Federation encompasses Essex, Mor-
ris, Sussex, Union, and parts of
Somerset County. A regional office is
located in Scotch Plains at 1391
Martine Avenue and satellite offices
are planned for Montclair and in
Morris and Somerset counties.

Scranton Works to Add
Revenue to Resolve Crisis

The Scranton, Pa. mayor and city
council are said  to be making progress
in plugging a $17-million budget gap,
The Times-Tribune has reported. In
the meantime, city employees are
currently being paid the federal mini-
mum wage of $7.25 an hour after
salaries were slashed on July 6. The
city’s fire, police and public works
unions have filed a petition to hold
Mayor Chris Doherty in contempt
for paying minimum wages despite a
judge’s order requiring full wages.

 The Pennsylvania Department of
Community and Economic Develop-
ment has offered the city a $2 million
loan and $250,000 grant to cover
payrolls until the budget gap is re-
solved. Mayor Doherty has proposed
a 78 percent hike in city real-estate
taxes over three years and a $22 new
garbage-collection fee to be paid over
a two-year span. The city council has
only agreed to a 12 percent property
tax hike in 2013 to cover payments
on city bonds with maximum hikes
of 10 percent in 2014 and 2015 if
needed. The state has given the city
until August 1 to resolve the budget
crisis, the paper reported.

Lance Comments On House
Efforts to Repeal Obamacare

UC Tea Party to Meet
July 25 at Rustic Mill
CRANFORD —The next meeting

of the Union County Tea Party will be
held Wednesday, July 25, at 8 p.m. at
the Rustic Mill Diner at 109 North
Avenue, West in Cranford. Ron Bass of
United Patriots of America will speak
on the subject of border security.

The Union County Tea Party is a
grassroots organization whose pur-
pose is to educate, inform and em-
power New Jersey residents in Union
County, as well as neighboring coun-
ties, to return government at all levels
to Constitutional principles.

According to founding member
Vikki Jensen, “Our goals include the
resurgence of New Jersey’s and
America’s economy and a return to
liberty for all. We take action against
high taxes and excessive spending,
we seek the repeal of business-sti-
fling and job-killing regulations, and
we promote the principles of free-
market capitalism. We seek a govern-
ment limited to protecting citizens’
individual rights.”

The UCTP’s general meetings usu-
ally take place on the third Wednesday
of every month, but the July meeting
has been postponed to the fourth
Wednesday. There is no charge. The
public and new members are wel-
come. For more information,  e-mail
libertylady76@gmail.com or call
(908) 578-5005.

WASHINGTON – Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th) has issued the follow-
ing statement following House-pas-
sage of bipartisan legislation to re-
peal the President’s Affordable Care
Act:

“Our current health care insur-
ance system is badly broken, but the
President’s Affordable Care Act will
only make it worse. It will lead to
fewer jobs, more debt, higher taxes
and reduced access to higher quality
care. The law’s onerous burdens and
taxes will stifle small businesses al-
ready reluctant to hire because of
uncertainty. In New Jersey, the law’s
taxes on medical devices and its
mandates on employers and indi-
viduals will cost jobs and hurt our
economy at a time when we can
least afford it.

“I am deeply concerned that the
health care law does not even deal
with our primary problem – health
care affordability. There is a better
way: Bolstering health savings ac-
counts, capping medical malprac-
tice judgments, allowing insurance
companies to sell policies across state
lines, permitting small businesses to
pool together to purchase coverage
for their employees and creating in-
surance pools for sick people who
cannot buy insurance on their own.
Taken together, these free-market,

common-sense, patient-focused
measures would reduce health care
costs as well as the deficit. This
would be done without higher taxes,
red tape and government mandates
at the heart of the Affordable Care
Act.”

Bramnick Sponsoring
Annual Photo Contest
WESTFIELD — Amateur photog-

raphers are encouraged to enter pho-
tographs in the Fifth Annual Summer
Photo Contest sponsored by Assem-
blyman Jon Bramnick’s office.

The contest includes three catego-
ries: New Jersey Shore, State Parks
and Wildlife. The contest is open to
all ages and entries will be accepted
through the Friday, September 7 dead-
line. Contestants should submit their
work via asmbramnick@njleg.org.

“The contest goes hand in hand
with summer fun, and it is a great way
to capture the beauty of our great
state,” Assemblyman Bramnick said.
“Each year I look forward to seeing
the wide array of colorful summer
photographs, and I’m truly impressed
by the creativity and talent shown by
the contestants.”

With three categories, shutterbugs
can take their cameras to the board-
walks, beaches, and amusement
parks, or they can go on the trails at a
State Park, historic sites or even their
own backyards to photograph their
favorite critters.

The photographs will be judged
for their quality and creativity. The
winners and prizes will be announced
in September.

For more information on the con-
test, please call (908) 232-2073.

CLARK –BNI (Business Network
International) will host a kickoff net-
working breakfast of its newest chap-
ter, BNI Synapse, on Tuesday, July
24, from 7 to 9 a.m. at the Holiday Inn
in Clark.

BNI is a business organization that
allows only one person per profes-
sion to join its chapters. “Each chap-
ter has one realtor, one photographer,
one business banker, and so on,” said
Claudia MacDermott, senior direc-
tor consultant. “BNI members be-
come a close knit sales team and
focus on helping one another’s busi-
nesses grow. Using a ‘Givers Gain’
mentality, members learn to keep an
eye open for new business contacts
that might benefit other members.”
Meetings are held weekly and refer-
rals are exchanged in a structured
manner.

“Referred business is the best busi-
ness. BNI has a time-proven program
to help business people generate word
of mouth referrals. It makes sense for
us to team up and create this new
chapter,” said Wayne Zuhl, a residen-
tial realtor with Hallmark Realtors
and the chapter’s president. BNI
members carry each other’s business
cards and to hand out to someone
who needs the services of one of the
members.

BNI was started 27 years ago
and is now in 50 countries world-
wide. For more information on

how to join BNI or just to visit,
contact Mr. Zuhl at (908) 917-
4189. Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 7 a.m. at the Clark
Holiday Inn.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com

Assembly Panel to Hold
Hearing on Halfway Houses

TRENTON  -- The Assembly Law
and Public Safety Committee will
hold a hearing on Monday,  July 23,
to investigate the “troubling lack of
oversight” at New Jersey’s halfway
houses, which has been detailed in
numerous recent news reports, ac-
cording the Assembly Majority Of-
fice.
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FREE SHRED DAY
Community members are invited to Northfield Bank’s Free Community Shred 
Day on Saturday, July 21 at our Milltown, Westfield, and Woodbridge offices.

Help keep you and your family safe from the dangers of identity theft by 
bringing in your old paper documents such as old tax returns or any document 
with your social security number.

There is a 3 box/bag limit per person, and all documents will be shredded on site.

Member FDIC

www.eNorthfield.com/shred

Saturday, July 21 
9:00am - 1:00pm

Northfield Bank
Ryders Crossing 
Shopping Center
Milltown, NJ

Northfield Bank
828 South Avenue W
Westfield, NJ

Northfield Bank
624 Main Street
Woodbridge, NJ

Shredding Locations

Shred
Day

Northfield Bank
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Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Why Was Writer Not Grateful and
Satisfied With Florence?

WF-BOE Panel Welcomes Community
Input on Lighted Turf Field

When Will the Court Report Be Issued
On Alleged Theft By UC Employees?

Small Businesses in SP Will Be
Hurt By Five-Day Mail Delivery

Disagreeing With Pelosi, Conservative
Christian Promotes the Rich

On behalf of the Facilities Com-
mittee of the Westfield Board of Edu-
cation, I would like to thank the resi-
dents surrounding Westfield High
School (WHS) for coming to the com-
munity meeting on July 10. The pur-
pose of the meeting was to provide
the residents with an update on the
September 24 bond referendum,
which includes a lighted turf field at
WHS, as well as to answer as many
questions as we could.

Joining the Facilities Committee,
Superintendent Margaret Dolan, and
Athletic Supervisor Sandy Mamary,
were experts on field design, syn-
thetic turf and lighting who provided

explanations of the plan and answered
technical questions. The facilities
committee will continue to meet
throughout the summer and discuss
topics that were raised at the meeting.
As with the traffic /parking plan
around WHS that we are undertaking
with the Town Council, we continue
to welcome community input on plans
for the bond which includes the turf
field and roof replacements on our
schools. Information is available on
our website,
www.westfieldnjk12.org.

Jane Clancy
Westfield BOE Facilities Chair

Fred T. Rossi’s article about the
charm and ambiance of Florence was
well written and a pleasure to read.
That lovely Tuscan city does indeed,
as Mr. Rossi states, entice one to
return.

With all of the beauty and magnifi-
cence of the Uffizi and Accademia
collections and the wonder of
Michelangelo’s “David” made avail-
able for the viewing and admiration
of gallery visitors, why was the au-

thor of this piece not grateful and
satisfied? Why was it necessary for
him to “sneak a few photographs —
despite repeated and sharp admon-
ishments that photos were not per-
mitted.” It seems that the author feels
some special entitlement not avail-
able to others.

Apparently the “ugly American”
lives — and still travels.

Paul Harbaugh
Mountainside

As a small business owner in Scotch
Plains, I rely on six-day mail deliv-
ery. It has been part of the way I do
business for as long as I have been in
business. I do not want to see a cut-
back to five-day delivery, and I have
heard that the Postmaster General
has an idea of eventually cutting back
service to four days a week. What
happens when there is a holiday on a
Monday and there is no Saturday
delivery? I will now receive mail on
Friday and then have to wait until the
following Tuesday for my mail? This
will hurt all of us, not only the small
business owner.

The Postal Service has to pay for
future retiree health benefits for em-
ployees that are not even born yet.
What is the logic behind this man-
date? Let’s not forget that when the
price of gas goes up, we do not pay
more for postage. If Congress de-
cides to destroy our Postal Service by
passing a bill HR 2309, we the people
will pay for it with higher rates and
less service. When one of my cus-
tomers sends me a check for my
services, I would like to receive it in
a timely manner, not wait as the mail
sits in a Post Office or processing
plant.

The bottom line with the Postal
Service is that while everyone is hear-
ing about how they are struggling,
they are not the only organization

struggling today during a recession.
But if the USPS starts to layoff em-
ployees, cut service, stop door-to-
door delivery and close on Satur-
days, that will not fix the problem
and I believe it will just make things
worse for our community and will
impact our economy in a negative
way.

The Scotch Plains Post Office is a
place where people go to buy stamps,
send packages, apply for a Passport,
and we need our Postal Service to
remain as is, without service cuts to
the public. Many employees are vet-
erans and deserve a secure job after
serving in the military to protect our
country. Reducing Postal jobs now
and in the future will not be fair to our
veterans and will only add to the high
unemployment rate.

While I am a resident of Scotch
Plains, I know that six days a week I
will receive mail delivery to my door,
without having to walk down to the
corner to a centralized mailbox to
pick up my mail. The idea of taking
away this service is a reason for the
American people to wonder where
we are headed when even our senior
citizens are overlooked and forgot-
ten. We deserve better, let’s save the
Postal Service, not close it down!

Tom Straniero, owner
Greenskeepers Landscaping

Scotch Plains

In response to Mickey O’Brien’s
question in last week’s Westfield
Leader, “What does Nancy Pelosi
call the 48 percent who don’t pay
income taxes?” — I’d guess she’d
call them the poor, and a few of the
very, very rich who have really cre-
ative tax accountants. Based on re-
cent news reports, Mitt Romney
doesn’t yet qualify for the latter group,
but it sounds like he’s working hard
to join it.

So who are the 48 percent? When
you Google “48 percent tax,” you
find that almost a third of them (31
percent) are households with annual
incomes under $10,000, 61 percent
are under $20k, and 87 percent are
under $40k. There’s another way to
view these “free-riders,” as Mr.
O’Brien seems to think of them. Ac-
cording to the U.S. Dept. of Health
and Human Services, the current

‘poverty threshold’ for a household
is annual income a little over $22,000.

Interestingly, the official definition
of ‘poverty’ hasn’t been updated since
1964, before such modern near-ne-
cessities as cell phones, personal com-
puters, and the Internet even existed.
It also assumes that a typical house-
hold spends a third of its income on
food, which is now generally con-
ceded to be unrealistic.

Several recent proposals indicate
that a more current definition would
raise the threshold to more like
$29,000. It strikes me as very ironic
(and sad) that so many ‘conserva-
tives,’ many of whom consider them-
selves to be Christians, are so intent
on improving things for the rich at
the expense of the less fortunate
among us.

Bruce Phillips
Westfield

In April 2012 the Union County
Watchdog Association filed suit in
Superior Court seeking records per-
taining to an investigation involv-
ing alleged theft by county
employee(s) including Freeholder
Scanlon’s son.

Exactly one month ago, on June
15, 2012, oral arguments were heard
by state Superior Court Judge Regina
Caufield in Union County who said
she’d rule the following week. She
hasn’t ruled yet and there has been no
word on the county’s on-going inves-
tigation. During court proceedings,
Caufield ordered the county to re-
lease an updated Vaughn Index which
the county released on June 20.

A Vaughn Index is a document that
agencies prepare in FOIA (public
records) litigation to justify each with-
holding of information under a FOIA
exemption.

The county has released two
Vaughn Indexes to date, the first one
was released only after our attorney
demanded it, the second one was
ordered released by Judge Caufield;
the county argued against releasing
it.

Although the index isn’t specific
about who, what, when and where
the dates the records were created are

pretty damning.
The first Index shows that an in-

vestigation began on January 31
and on February 6 a Miranda form
was created, which means someone
was advised of their constitutional
rights. The index ends on February
8, 2012.

The second Index, which was or-
dered released by Judge Caufield on
June 15, picks up on April 19 and
ends on June 18 (there were no records
created between February 8 and April
19.) The UCWA filed their lawsuit on
April 12.

By comparison, The Star-Ledger
reported that an ex-Clinton cop was
sentenced to five years for selling
police gear on eBay. The investiga-
tion began in June 2011 and the of-
ficer was arrested and charged just
one month later. Hunterdon County
Prosecutor Anthony Kearns, 3rd said
in a news release: “The investigation
originated when members of the po-
lice department reported to their su-
pervisors that Patrolman Cohen was
selling police issued equipment on
the Internet…. This officer violated
the public trust and was held ac-
countable.”

Tina Renna
Cranford

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Al Mirabella, chair
amirabella@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Thanks to Community
For Support Of Second
Share NJ 5K Walk/Run

I was truly amazed to see such
overwhelming community support
for the NJ Sharing Network
Foundation’s second annual Share
NJ 5K Walk/Run on June 10. Thou-
sands flooded the streets of New
Providence that day, including donor
families and transplant recipients, to
remember those who gave, honor
those who received and offer hope to
those who continue to wait for the
“gift of life.”

Blue skies and warm weather pro-
vided an ideal backdrop for every
walker, runner, civic group and cor-
porate partner that joined us that day.
Together, we showed how much we
care about those touched by organ
donation and transplantation.

I was also deeply moved by the
philanthropic generosity displayed at
the Share NJ 5K.The event has al-
ready raised a record-breaking
$560,000, and we’re still receiving
contributions, moving us closer to
our goal of $625,000. The NJ Shar-
ing Network Foundation is commit-
ted to supporting the work of NJ
Sharing Network and to increasing
the number of lives saved through
education, research, public aware-
ness and donor family support about
the life-saving benefits of organ do-
nation and transplantation.

On behalf of NJ Sharing Network
and its Foundation, I thank all those
who supported this year’s Share NJ
5K and joined us to honor and remem-
ber those touched by the miracle of
organ donation and transplantation.

Joe Roth
President and CEO

NJ Sharing Network

MADE IN THE
GOOD OL’ USOFA?

Lawsuits and Legal Fees Costing
Union County Taxpayers Big $$$

The Union County Board of Chose Freeholders
tonight are expected to finalize a quarter-of-a-mil-
lion settlement with Stephen McGuire, an investiga-
tor in the Union County Prosecutor’s Office (UCPO)
who also happens to head PBA Local 250, represent-
ing investigators in the UCPO. On top of the settle-
ment are legal fees to the tune of $110,000. All this
expense because the investigator sent out an e-mail
following his union’s victory in a court decision
forcing the county to continue reimbursing officers
for fuel for their county vehicles between home and
work and vice versa.

The UCPO viewed the e-mail as insubordination
against senior management and suspended the in-
vestigator for five days. He sued and apparently has
won a handsome settlement. So this case cost the
county taxpayers $360,000. But this is not the only
case before the county.

Five years ago a former county employee, Robert
Travisano, sued for $5 million claiming he was
forced to retire and that he was subjected to “adverse
treatment based upon unlawful discriminatory rea-
sons.” He sued for age discrimination based on age
and a physical disability. A superior court judge
dismissed the suit and now Mr. Travisano is appeal-
ing. To date, the case has cost the county taxpayers
over $300,000 in legal expenses.

And this week it was learned that three teachers
have filed a notice of claim to sue for a collective
$2.4 million after they were laid off by the county
from their jobs at the juvenile detention center in
Linden. How much will this end up costing county
taxpayers? And how many more laid off workers –
there were some 260 workers let go this year – will
follow these three unhappy ex-county employees?

But the biggest waste of money of lawsuits in
recent years was that of discrimination lawsuits filed
in 2005 regarding two candidates to head the Weights
and Measure Division. In the end, Maria Todaro of
Westfield was awarded $500,000 after she claimed
she did not get the job because she was a Republican
after the job went to Michael Florio, son of Demo-
cratic Union Mayor Michael Florio. Also, Joseph
Freitas was awarded $150,000 to settle an age-
discrimination lawsuit he brought for the same job.
That’s $650,000 without including legal expenses,
which also was in the hundreds of thousands of
dollars.

In addition, legal representation of the county in
negotiations with employee unions during the recent
layoffs is costing the county taxpayers another

$170,000.
The current system is setup that the outside law

firms reap the benefits regardless of the outcomes of
litigation and sometimes the individuals who filed
these often-frivolous suits receive a nice payday.
The taxpayers though are always the losers.

We’re not singling out the county. This happens at
all levels of government, especially when one hears
governing bodies going into executive session, be-
hind closed doors with lawyers in toe and without
the public having any say or knowledge in how
thousands of their dollars are being spent. Some
have referred to this system as “Lottery of the
Realm.” Taxpayers are getting hammered from all
directions. Isn’t it time to put an end to it?

The lawyers and judges are in charge. Will they
support change? Who will? In civil suits, regardless
of the outcome or how frivolous, the judge always
rules that the lawyers from both sides get paid (and
this comes from you, the taxpayer). You also pay the
judges and their staff.

We are a nation of laws — a good thing, we believe
— but this “Civil Suit Sweepstakes” must be pared
down.

How about shifting civil law to criminal law?
Which reminds us, where is  Jon Corzine now?
Shouldn’t he be sharing a bunk with Bernie Madoff?

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Senescent – Growing old
2. Sepicolous – Growing in hedges
3. Amygdaline – Resembling almonds
4. Sitology – The study of foods, nutri-

tion, etc.

GUTTATE
1. Spotted, as with drops
2. Rotund, obese
3. Capable of being torn apart or dis-

united
4. To puncture; pierce

SEPELITION
1. A formation of new flesh in a wound;

a cicatrix
2. Separation; division
3. Burial; interment
4. A heated debate or dispute

THILL
1. To saturate; soak
2. A shaft to which a horse is hitched to

a wagon
3. To mix; mingle
4. Untidy or dirty

DIRDUM
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A fight or contest for mastery
3. A song of lamentation; a dirge
4. A loud outcry of blame or rebuke

Some Might Call This Theft
The Office of the State Comptroller (OSC) released a

report Tuesday, which uncovered widespread improper
participation in the state pension system. There are 565
municipalities and 597 school districts in the state - of
these over 1,000 entities, 58 were surveyed for pension
abuse – 57 failed. The OSC’s abuse investigation identi-
fied 176 attorneys, 21 engineers, four health care profes-
sionals and one auditor. The 202 abusers could cost the
state $1.9 million annually in pension benefits.

Assembly Republican Budget Officer Declan O’Scanlon
said municipalities must do their part in identifying and
stopping the abuse of taxpayer dollars so government at
all levels can reduce costs while maintaining services.

 “The findings in OSC’s investigation are very trou-
bling,” stated Asm. O’Scanlon “The Legislature worked
very hard last year to reform the state’s pension system in
an effort to lift a suffocating burden from the shoulders of
property taxpayers and save the system so our workers
can count on receiving the pensions they are due. The
results of this investigation show local officials need to
step up to the plate. Reducing costs at all levels of
government is the responsibility of all parties involved. It
requires a unified, concerted effort.”

Two towns in our area were tested for abuse – and failed
– Westfield and Fanwood – Name the individuals?

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe
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We’d like to think we sell nirvana...
Owners Ron & Kara Shovlin

not just mattresses.
Why Nirvana?

The Talalay latex used in the Nirvana Collection provides a surface that is hypo allergenic and environmentally 

friendly.  And because it is a ‘breathable’ mattress that dispenses body heat – you sleep cooler!

Says Who?
“My new mattress is excellent! The service was prompt and efficient…I was coming from Newark and it was  

a little out of the way…I would recommend you to anyone who needs a new mattress.”  -Mr. Denis K

Mon–Fri 10-6, Thurs 10-8, Sat 10-5, Sun 12-5

 in the Nirvana Collection provides a surface that is hypo allergenic

ecause it is a ‘breathable’ mattress that dispenses body heat – yo

Says Who?
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UNUSUAL FATIGUE
INDIGESTION
SHORTNESS OF BREATH

CHEST TIGHTNESS
PAIN IN NECK OR JAW

PAIN IN ARMS

865 Stone St.  732.381.4200
rwjuhr.com

Get Better. Stay Better.

Mobile ICU • Emergency Angioplasty and Stenting
Diagnostics • Intervention • Cardiac Rehabilitation

KNOW THE SIGNS.
KNOW WHERE TO GO.

CHEST PAIN ISN’T THE ONLY SIGN 
OF A HEART ATTACK.

TOP SCORE for recommended heart attack care 
among NJ hospitals.*

*Met recommended care measures 100% of the time in 2010, according to NJ Department of Health and Senior Services.

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Should Kids Be Stopped From Going
To Shore House Parties After Prom?

Letters to the Editor
Recycling in New Jersey, Where Does It Go?

Editor’s Note: Editor Paul Peyton and Publisher Horace Corbin had a
conference call Monday with NJDEP officials in Trenton: Bob Considine,
press officer; Ross Hull, environmental specialist; and Tom Byrne, section
chief; to learn about the complexity of recycling in New Jersey — where does
it go from your home in Westfield, Scotch Plains and the county, by whom, at
what cost, who monitors it and what is the final destination. This will be the
subject of reports to be published over the next few weeks. If you have
information for the reports, please send it to editor@goleader.com. State
information is posted at the NJDEP website, www.nj.gov/dep/dshw/recycling/

******

Recycling Delivers both Economic and
Environmental Benefits to New Jersey
As we celebrate the 25th anniver-

sary of the state’s milestone Manda-
tory Recycling Act this year, it’s time
to re-energize the recycling movement
in New Jersey and go for the green.
Recycling offers environmental ben-
efits and dollars for municipal coffers
– a real green win-win if there ever
was one for our state.

Over the past 25 years recycling has
become second nature to many New
Jersey residents and businesses. Con-
tainers bearing the familiar recycling
logo filled with bottles and cans, and
bundles of magazines, newspapers and
cardboard, placed at curbsides in
neighborhoods across the state are part
of the Jersey landscape.

State residents in large numbers have
embraced recycling for its environ-
mental benefits. In 2010 we saw an
encouraging increase in New Jersey’s
recycling rate (recyclables that are not
trashed or burned) – up from 37 per-
cent in 2009 to 40 percent for munici-
pal solid waste. But there is still plenty
of room for improvement.

Even after 25 years of mandatory
recycling and technological advances
that make recycling convenient and
cost-effective, we are still missing out
on financial opportunities by not do-
ing enough to reach our 50 percent
statewide recycling goal. Many cities
and towns are still not capturing the
full economic benefits of recycling.

A key component to the Christie
Administration’s strategy for solid
waste disposal is to recycle more ma-
terials, not to bury and burn them. So
we intend to once again kick start the
recycling movement in New Jersey.
To get people and businesses and in-
stitutions who still have not embraced
recycling to understand the benefits
recycling bring to the environment
and their communities.

Everyone has a role to play: the
pizza shop in the strip mall, the small
business in an office complex, the
middle school in your town, and right
down to the individual at his or her
office or home work station.

To date, a third of New Jersey’s
municipalities recycle less than 25
percent of their municipal trash. Only
16 percent have reached the manda-
tory 50 percent recycling rate. Run-
ning an effective recycling program
has a cost for municipalities, includ-
ing recycling infrastructure, person-
nel, training, and recycling collections.
However, the economics of recycling
versus disposal demonstrates that re-
cycling provides a net economic ben-
efit to cities and towns that are diligent
about recycling.

Our jump in recycling rates from
2009 to 2010 added up to real dollars
for local and county government cof-

fers. The extra 364,000 tons of paper,
cardboard, glass, plastic and other ma-
terials recycled in 2010, instead of
going to landfills or incinerators,
equated to $26 million in savings from
avoided solid waste disposal costs,
plus $45.5 million in revenues from
sales of recycled materials.

For New Jersey to reach the 50 per-
cent recycling goal we must annually
recycle another 1.1 million tons of
material. Disposal of those 1.1 million
tons costs New Jersey residents about
$75 million annually in disposal fees,
most of which is financed by property
taxes.

In short, many municipalities are
leaving money on the table by not
maximizing recycling. Municipalities
save money for every ton of recyclable
material that is not landfilled or burned.
As county and municipal governments
struggle to balance their budgets, im-
proved recycling should be part of
smart municipal fiscal management.

The Department of Environmental
Protection is helping towns and coun-
ties improve their recycling. Last year
New Jersey provided $19 million in
recycling grants, including $13.5 mil-
lion to municipalities and $5.5 million
to counties. These grants are used to
fund various recycling activities, such
as purchases of new recycling con-
tainers, public education, household
hazardous waste collection events,
staff to run recycling programs, etc...

The DEP also is engaging munici-
pal and county stakeholders, and busi-
ness representatives to develop new
strategies to boost recycling. Through
this effort, stakeholders are evaluating
new strategies (single stream recy-
cling, enforcement, food waste recy-
cling, pay-as-you-throw, collection
frequency) and sharing information
on existing and new markets for recy-
clable materials.

On June 28, the DEP and the New
Jersey Solid Waste Advisory Com-
mittee hosted an Urban Recycling
Summit, a workshop designed to ad-
dress recycling challenges unique to
urban communities. The department
is planning similar programs for rural
communities. This partnership is criti-
cal as the DEP evaluates regulatory
changes that may boost recycling.

I congratulate our towns and coun-
ties in New Jersey that are recycling
superstars on their commitment to the
environment and to fiscal responsibil-
ity. I encourage all towns in New Jer-
sey to take the recycling commitment
seriously. The contributions of recy-
cling to environmental protection and
sound financial management are too
rich to pass up.

Bob Martin, Commissioner
New Jersey DEP

Many will read this and ask yourself
how stupid was this guy (me) for not
knowing what goes on at the shore
house after the prom. I am speaking to
the other moms and dads. First off,
understand the school has nothing to
do with this shore house! To cover
themselves they act as if they have no
idea what’s going on, and they do not
warn any parent about it. Well it’s time
they get involved and get their heads
out of the sand before one of our kids
gets killed.

The prom is a big deal, however,
every kid loses focus on that day be-
cause they are all thinking about going
down to the shore house. I was told
don’t worry because there is security
and no one is allowed to get into one of
the three houses without a wristband.
There is security the first day; the sec-
ond day there is none. What about
drinking and drugs? Well we were all
once young and there are always bad
apples, however, it gets out of control.

This past year there were several
kids who were so drunk they needed
medical care, one kid fell off the deck,
one kid got very sick because he ate
raw meat and one kid was stabbed, oh
by the way this was a calm year com-
pared to past years. There are three
houses. One of the houses sleeps 70
kids, the other two sleep 25 each. After
seeing the houses, I would not put my
dog in it. I would be afraid my dog
would get ringworm or something
worse. Seventy kids. I guess that means
there are at least 15 toilets, not! Now
we are talking about Seaside not Bay
Head. The area is crawling with kids

from other schools so there is the very
possibility of trouble with other
schools.

We all hope we have raised our chil-
dren well enough so when they are on
their own they will act like gentlemen
and ladies. Forget about it! Too many
act like idiots.

I suggest several things:
- Parents talk with each other, edu-

cate themselves and put a stop to the
shore house.

- Schedule the Prom Night on a
Monday or Tuesday so the kids will
appreciate the day.

- The school should get involved to
put a stop to the shore house.

In this town I would say there are a
couple of attorneys who would love to
take on a lawsuit against the school
district if some kid got seriously in-
jured. Oh, they can’t be sued. First of
all everyone could get sued, and sec-
ond, since the school does not alert the
parents to what goes on at the shore
house, they will be sued.

Now you know what goes on, what
do you plan on doing about it? Are you
going to question the school when they
have board of ed meetings? Are you
going to ask the principal about what
goes on down there and why the school
does not inform the parents about past
events?

Many do not know what goes on
down there – if a kid gets killed, will
you be shocked? “How could this hap-
pen to one of our blessed children? We
are from Westfield.”

John Mancini
Westfield

Caring for Your Trees During Drought
With more than half of the continen-

tal United States in some stage of
drought, what can homeowners do to
keep their trees healthy during hotter,
drier summer months?

“While it’s impossible to keep every
tree in good health in times of severe
drought, taking a proactive approach
for a prized or sentimental tree can
support its good health,” recommends
Tchukki Andersen, staff arborist with
the Tree Care Industry Association. “A
plan that is supported with good cul-
tural practices, monitoring for pests
and disease, and response to warning
signs is more likely to survive.”

Silent Suffering
A tree’s first damage from drought

occurs beneath the soil line in the form
of root damage, long before any out-
ward signs of trouble.
Opportunistic Pests and Diseases

Boring insects are thought to be
drawn by the chemical and acoustic
signals of stressed trees. The sound of
water columns breaking cues the borer
to invade the tree and lay eggs.
Andersen recommends applying a
three-inch layer of organic mulch or
wood chips over the root zone at least
out to the drip line. This will hold
moisture longer for stressed roots to
access, and will provide a long-term
nutritional source for the soil. Prized
or important trees may be protected
from wood-boring insects with spray
or injection treatments.

Another danger to stressed trees are
fungal pathogens. Andersen notes that
when a chemical change in the tree
signals a weakened state, certain patho-
gens penetrate the bark, wood and cam-
bial zone, with fan-like, leathery
clumps, cutting off the water supply to
the tree.

While all trees are at risk during
long period of drought, some are more
prone to its effects. New transplants
are highly vulnerable to drought stress,
and supplemental watering for the first
few years of establishment is neces-
sary, to the extent that it’s allowed. But
even mature trees are suffering.

Watering trees deeply with soaker
hoses or irrigation systems – as op-
posed to brief, surface watering – helps
sustain trees. But it’s very difficult to
do much for a large tree because of the
massive amounts of water it needs.
With so many trees affected, Andersen
recommends watering only those trees
that you can help. How much water a

home landscape needs depends upon
its soil, sun and shade exposure, plant
types, irrigation system and local cli-
mate. How much water trees require
depends upon the type of tree. Apply-
ing the right amount of water, based on
the local weather and the tree’s actual
need, is the key to using water effi-
ciently. But homeowners often over-
water their lawns, which in turn sur-
passes a tree’s real needs.

Drought exacerbates matters for trees
already under stress, like those on dry
slopes, surrounded by pavement, or
improperly planted. In landscape situ-
ations, consider action, such as mov-
ing smaller trees to a better location,
alleviating compaction, or replacing
moisture-draining lawn with  mulch. A
two-three inch layer of compost will
help trees in maintaining moisture.

Outlook
“The aftereffects of drought may

last three to five years, with the stron-
gest trees surviving. Trees have devel-
oped their own mechanisms for coping
with these cycles, but some trees are on
the brink of survival and could go
either way. If it means the difference
between keeping a tree around for your
lifetime or losing it in the next five
years,” Andersen says. “It’s worth do-
ing something about.”

What can you do?
A professional arborist can assess

your landscape, provide information
regarding the value potential of your
trees and work with you to determine
the best trees and shrubs to plant for
your existing landscape. Contact the
Tree Care Industry Association (TCIA),
a public and professional resource on
trees and arboriculture since 1938. It
has more than 2,000 member compa-
nies who recognize stringent safety
and performance standards and who
are required to carry liability insur-
ance.

TCIA has the nation’s only Accredi-
tation program that helps consumers
find tree care companies that have been
inspected and accredited based on: ad-
herence to industry standards for qual-
ity and safety; maintenance of trained,
professional staff; and dedication to
ethics and quality in business prac-
tices. An easy way to find a tree care
service provider in your area is to use
the “Find Qualified Tree Care” pro-
gram. You can use this service by call-
ing 1-800-733-2622 or by doing a ZIP
code search on www.tcia.org.

Free Shipping!
GOLEADER.COM
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POLICE BLOTTER

Matthew Gates of Westfield
Achieves Eagle Scout Status
WESTFIELD – Boy Scout Troop

No. 77, sponsored by the Vestry at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield,
honored Matthew Gates with the rank
of Eagle Scout in a ceremony held
June 24. The Eagle is the highest rank
available in Boy Scouting.

Matthew’s Eagle Scout Leadership
Service Project involved cleanup and
landscaping at the Claire Brownell
Memorial Wildflower Garden, lo-
cated on the property of the Westfield
Historical Society, the Reeve House
and Cultural Resource Center on
Mountain Avenue in Westfield.

The work began with the removal
of ivy from the property. Concrete
was then poured to form bases for
two new metal benches so they could
be bolted down for security. A retain-
ing wall was built for the side of the
path, which was leveled and laid with
gravel. The garden now has a plant-
ing area, steps, a gravel path, low
retaining walls and two custom-made
metal benches and is ready for plant-
ing by the Rake and Hoe Garden
Club of Westfield.

Matthew raised half of the total
cost from donors, including The

Moody’s Foundation, Two River
Community Bank, Christine Cosenza
State Farm Insurance and the
Westfield Service League. The re-
maining funds were raised through
proceeds from the Rake and Hoe
Garden Club’s December Deck the
Halls House Tour.

Matthew’s project won the First
Place National Distinguished High
School Service Project Award from
National Garden Clubs, Inc.

Matthew thanks all of the volun-
teers and donors to his project, his
family, as well as his Eagle Advisor
Dean Roth and all past and present
troop leaders for their time and con-
tributions in helping him achieve the
rank of Eagle Scout. Matthew is the
son of Daniel and Karen Gates of
Westfield.

Outside of Scouting, Matthew is
Web Editor-in-Chief of the Westfield
High School (WHS) newspaper, Hi’s
Eye; a member of the National Honor
Society, a Transition Project Leader, a
member of the high school track team
and a member of the WHS Model
United Nations delegation. He is a
member of the WHS Class of 2013.

PINNACLE OF SCOUTING…Matthew Gates, a member of Boy Scout Troop
No. 77 of Westfield, is honored June 24 on becoming an Eagle Scout. The Eagle
is the highest rank in Boy Scouting. His Eagle ceremony was attended by fellow
troop members, family and friends, Congressman Leonard Lance (R-7th),
Westfield Fourth Ward Councilman Keith Loughlin and Gayle Lechner, presi-
dent of the Rake and Hoe Garden Club of Westfield. Matthew’s Eagle Scout
Leadership Service Project involved cleanup and landscaping at the Claire
Brownell Memorial Wildflower Garden, located on the property of the Westfield
Historical Society. He is pictured with his parents, Daniel and Karen Gates.

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

FAMILY PORTRAIT…John Coursen, on the left, and Scott Coursen, on the right,
with their families, celebrate the unveiling of portraits of their ancestors, Aaron and
Harriet Osborn, at the Osborn Cannonball House Museum in Scotch Plains June
3. The Coursens are pictured with the portrait of Aaron. Aaron’s grandparents,
Jonathon and Abigail Osborn, built the little house that now serves as the museum
and home base of the Historical Society of Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

Osborn Descendants Unveil
Portraits of Local Ancestors
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Histori-

cal Society of Scotch Plains and
Fanwood held a reception and un-
veiling of portraits of Aaron and
Harriet Osborn on June 3 at the
Osborn Cannonball House Museum.
The museum is located at 1840 Front
Street in Scotch Plains.

Aaron Osborn was the grandson of
Jonathon and Abigail Osborn, who
built the circa 1760 house that is now
the museum and the historical
society’s headquarters.

Aaron was the oldest son of David
and Charlotte Miller Osborn. He and
his siblings lived in a house on the
corner of Park Avenue and Front
Street that is now the Village Green.
He married Harriet Manning in 1810
and they moved to Plainfield, where
Aaron ran a country store and stage
line. Aaron became the third Post-
master in Plainfield. The couple had
seven children in their 17 years of
marriage. They both died young;
Aaron in 1827 and Harriet in 1829.

Painted by the well-known portrait
artist Micah Williams, the two por-
traits are now recognized as his earli-
est known oil works, as he is prima-
rily known for using pastels. The
portraits are fragile and currently only

in fair condition, and the historical
society is seeking to preserve them.

Winterthur Museum/University of
Delaware Program in Art Conserva-
tion has agreed to assess the portraits
and make recommendations as to their
conservation needs. Decisions for
their conservation will be made at a
later date, when all the research has
been completed.

Professor Bradner W. Coursen, a
direct descendant of Aaron Osborn,
obtained the portraits 25 years ago.
They had passed down through mul-
tiple generations, from Aaron and
Harriet’s youngest daughter,
Margaretta (Margaret) Drake,
through the Drake, Bunnell, Meyer
and Coursen family. Bradner Coursen
donated them and they were returned
to Scotch Plains.

Twelve Coursen family members
– direct descendants of Aaron and
Harriet Osborn – unveiled the por-
traits. In the museum’s colonial gar-
den, 18th-century food made by many
of the historical society’s members
was offered. Also on hand were some
Scotch Plains governing body mem-
bers, Society members and friends.
Guests enjoyed refreshments, includ-
ing punch and homemade ice cream.

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Senior Citizen Committee will
sponsor a trip on Sunday, Septem-
ber 16, to the Count Basie Theater in
Red Bank for a matinee performance
of My Fair Lady, produced by Phoe-
nix Productions, Inc.

The bus will leave from the Scotch
Hills Country Club parking lot in
Scotch Plains at 12:30 p.m. and re-
turn about 6 p.m.

For those interested in having din-
ner out, arrangements have been made
with Snuffy’s Pantagis Renaissance
on Park Avenue in Scotch Plains to
reserve a section for theatergoers to

sit together. Menu selections and bev-
erages ordered will be charged to the
individual diner.

Registration for residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood will commence
on Monday, August 13, and the fol-
lowing Monday, August 20, for oth-
ers. All registrations must be made in
the recreation department, located at
430 Park Avenue in Scotch Plains,
during business hours.

Since the Township of Scotch
Plains underwrites the cost of trips
sponsored by the committee, the cost
of tickets for orchestra seats is $26
for residents and $30 for others.

Westfield Library to Hold
Kitchen Gardens Program

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Memorial Library will present a pro-
gram on growing one’s own kitchen
garden on Wednesday, July 25, be-
ginning at 6:30 p.m. The library is
located at 550 East Broad Street.

Karen Camden, who has taught
computer courses at the library, will
give the presentation. She will dis-
cuss how to grow everything that is
needed in the kitchen: herbs, veg-
etables, fruits and seasonings.

This program will be free and open
to Westfield Memorial Library and
MURAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that

are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. For
participating libraries, check the
Westfield Memorial Library website,
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, visit wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, option 0.

Library hours are 9:30 a.m. to 9
p.m., Monday through Thursday, and
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day. The library will be closed on
Sundays until September 23.

For more information, call (908)
789-4090, visit wmlnj.org and sign
up for the monthly e-newsletter, “Li-
brary Loop,” or stop by the library for
a copy of its award-winning quar-
terly newsletter, “Take Note.”

Senior Citizen Committee
Plans My Fair Lady Trip

Train and Toy Show
Due August 11 and 12
AREA – Greenberg’s Train and

Toy Show is scheduled for Saturday
and Sunday, August 11 and 12, at the
New Jersey Expo Center in Edison.
More than 85,000 square feet of op-
erating railroads and toy trains will
be on display and for sale. The show
is expected to draw attendance of
over 6,000 people.

The event also will include dem-
onstrations and clinics scheduled
throughout the weekend. There will
be seminars on topics like starting a
layout, developing scenery and main-
tenance. The hobby market will fea-
ture thousands of model and toy trains
from the leading manufacturers. For
youngsters, Thomas the Tank Engine
will be on sale, plus everything needed
to start their first layout.

Admission is $7 and is good for
both days. Children age 11 and under
may attend for free. The event will
take place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on
Saturday and Sunday. For more infor-
mation, visit GreenbergShows.com.

Westfield
Monday, July 9, Virginia DeWitt,

54, of Plainfield was arrested at
Scotch Plains police headquarters
on an outstanding Westfield war-
rant for $750. Further investiga-
tion revealed she had another war-
rant, from Clark, for $467. She
was processed and held pending
transport to the Union County jail.

Monday, July 9, Ronald White-
head, 50, of Newark was arrested
at the Essex County jail on an out-
standing Westfield traffic warrant
for $239. He was transported to
the Union County jail in lieu of
posted bail.

Monday, July 9,  Stanley
Guillaume, 22, of Linden was ar-
rested at Linden police headquar-
ters on an outstanding Westfield
criminal warrant for $375. He was
transported to Westfield police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased on posted bail.

Monday, July 9, Ralph Rotondo,
21, of Westfield was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant for $170 pursuant to a motor
vehicle stop at East Broad and
Elmer Streets. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released on posted bail.

Tuesday, July 10, Michael Lee,
20, of Scotch Plains was arrested
pursuant to a motor vehicle stop at
West North and Edgewood Av-
enues and charged with posses-
sion of a controlled dangerous sub-
stance (CDS)/less than 50 grams
of suspected marijuana. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on his own
recognizance.

Wednesday, July 11, Irvin Hill,
51, of Neptune was arrested on an
outstanding no-bail Essex County
Sheriff’s warrant during a motor
vehicle stop on the 1100 block of
West South Avenue. He was trans-
ported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and turned over to the Essex
County sheriff.

Wednesday, July 11, Raymond
Moore, 30, of Plainfield was ar-
rested at the Somerset County jail
on an outstanding Westfield crimi-
nal warrant. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released after posting $175 bail.

Wednesday, July 11, a business
on the 600 block of West North
Avenue reported a shoplifting in-
cident that escalated to a robbery
after the suspect pushed a store
employee while attempting to flee
the scene. While monitoring secu-
rity cameras, store personnel ob-
served the suspect concealing mer-
chandise. As the suspect attempted
to exit the store with the stolen
merchandise, a loss prevention of-
ficer stopped her. The suspect
dropped some merchandise and
then pushed the officer as she fled
east towards North Avenue. The
suspect is described as a black fe-
male, 30 to 40 years old, with long
braided hair, wearing a black dress
with multi-colored striping. Ac-
companying the woman was a
black female juvenile, approxi-
mately 7 to 10 years old, wearing a
yellow shirt and dark-colored
shorts. The matter remains under
investigation.

Thursday, July 12, Stefan C.
Boyett, 27, of Springfield was ar-
rested during the investigation of a
suspicious motor vehicle on school
property after hours on the 900
block of St. Marks Avenue. Boyett
was wanted on an outstanding
Irvington warrant for $500. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and turned over to the
Irvington Police Department.
Boyett also was issued a summons
for being on school property after
hours.

Friday, July 13, Varetta Hayes,
56, of Plainfield was arrested and
charged with driving while intoxi-
cated (DWI) following a motor ve-
hicle stop at South and Central
Avenues. She was released to a
responsible adult.

Mountainside
Wednesday, July 11, Geoffrey J.

Pridgeon, 53, of Piscataway was
picked up at the South Plainfield
Police Department on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Mountainside.

Friday, July 13, a resident of
Evergreen Court reported that she
received a phone call from an indi-
vidual claiming to be a Microsoft
technician in regards to a potential
virus on her computer. According
to police, the suspect remotely ac-
cessed the victim’s computer to
determine if the computer had a
virus, and now her computer is not
working correctly and the phone
number the suspect gave her is a
non-working number.

Friday, July 13, a resident of
Dunn Parkway reported a suspi-
cious phone message left on her
machine in which two males were
heard talking and one stated, “She
didn’t like my offer. I did tell her.”
The reporting person thought the
individual said, “I did kill her,” but
police confirmed otherwise.

Friday, July 13, a patron of a
Route 22 movie theater reported
that she had accidentally left her
purse on the seat in the theater and
when she returned, it was gone.

Saturday, July 14, Patrick M.
Hanrahan, 19, of Piscataway was
arrested on an outstanding warrant
out of Green Brook in the amount
of $500 after police found him
soliciting without a permit. He was
processed and released.

Monday, July 16, an employee
at a church on Central Avenue re-
ported that someone discarded a
mattress without permission in the
dumpster used by the church. Ac-
cording to police, two used tires
also were found on church prop-
erty. Department of Public Works
employees disposed of the tires.

Scotch Plains
Monday, July 9, a resident of

Terrill Road reported that a neigh-
bor yells obscenities at her and
parks her motor vehicle in front of
her house.

Tuesday, July 10, a resident of
Country Club Lane reported that
sometime overnight someone en-
tered his unlocked motor vehicle,
which was parked in the lot, and
removed several DVDs valued at
approximately $100.

Wednesday, July 11, a resident
of Hunter Avenue reported that
sometime overnight someone
broke the front window of his house
with a rock.

Thursday, July 12,  Steven
Strazzulla, 23, of Piscataway was
arrested and charged with posses-
sion of suspected marijuana after a
motor vehicle stop on Ravenswood
Lane. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Friday, July 13, a resident of
Roberts Lane reported that some-
one entered her residence by break-
ing a rear window and removed an
undetermined amount of jewelry.

Saturday, July 14, police re-
sponded to a motor vehicle acci-
dent in the municipal parking lot
Farmer’s Market at approximately
8:50 a.m. According to police, an
88-year-old Fanwood resident
backed out of a parking space and
put her foot on the gas instead of
the brake pedal. Police said she
struck several parked cars as well
as chairs and tents. An 18-year-old
Berkeley Heights resident was
struck while she was sitting in a
chair and was taken to Overlook
Medical Center in Summit with a
foot injury, police said.

Saturday, July 14, Sylvia Fuller,
49, of Plainfield was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on Woodland
Avenue on an outstanding $1,300
warrant issued by the Perth Amboy
Court. She was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, July 15, M.D. Warren,
55, of Scotch Plains was arrested
after a motor vehicle stop on Park
Avenue on an outstanding $500
warrant issued by the Fanwood
Court. He was transported to po-
lice headquarters, processed and
released.

Sunday, July 15, Edwin Luna,
34, of Union City was arrested after
a motor vehicle stop on Route 22 on
an outstanding $1,189 warrant is-
sued by the Scotch Plains Court. He
was transported to police headquar-
ters, processed and released.
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Temple’s Second Connect
Assists People In Need

WESTFIELD – Marci Fisher and
Susan Klein, members of Temple
Emanu-El’s Second Connect orga-
nization, donated ShopRite gift
cards June 29 to Tom Beck, execu-
tive director of Jewish Family Ser-
vice (JFS) of Central New Jersey,
for its Food Pantry and to the
Westfield Food Pantry, along with
more than 150 food items given at
the temple’s Munch ’N Mitzvah
(to do good deeds) Shabbat Dinner
sponsored March 30 by Second
Connect and chaired by Ms. Fisher
and Ms. Klein.

Begun three years ago at Temple
Emanu-El, Second Connect is an
organization that reaches out to
congregants in their mid-40s to
mid-60s to promote new friend-
ships and connections with other
“baby boomers.”

The Munch ’N Mitzvah Shabbat
Dinner is an example of the social,
cultural and educational events that
this organization develops. More
than 40 people attended the dinner
before services and shared stories,
food and fun as well as their dona-
tions to the Food Pantry.

Additionally, the event gener-
ated money that could be used to
support local organizations that
serve the needy who live in the
community, according to Ms.
Fisher.

Susan Dickstein chaired the Sec-

ond Connect committee; the new
chairwoman for fiscal year 2012-
2013 will be Nan Statton.

Established 30 years ago, the
Westfield Food Pantry provides
food to approximately 125 fami-
lies a month, all of whom are re-
ferred to the pantry by social-ser-
vice agencies throughout Union
County. The Westfield Pantry is
located in Holy Trinity
Interparochial School at 336 First
Street.

Mr. Beck explained that JFS, a
non-profit, non-sectarian, social-
services agency, provides two food
programs to support those in need.
The first gives meals to over 200
people each month, both delivered
to their homes and distributed at
the Food Pantry in the
organization’s Elizabeth building.
This program also provides food
for people who are facing emer-
gencies, and meals delivered by
volunteers to the elderly and frail.
The second program that JFS pro-
vides is Kosher Meals on Wheels.
Each day, 100 people receive two
meals – one hot and one cold.

Temple Emanu-El is located at
756 East Broad Street in Westfield.
For more information, contact
Carolyn Shane, executive director,
at (908) 232-6770, extension no.
114, or cshane@tewnj.org, or visit
tewnj.org.

F-SP Service League Gives
Grants and Scholarships

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Service League recently
completed its 2011-2012 work year
with the distribution of $25,000 in
grant awards and scholarships.

The League reviewed detailed ap-
plications and approved grants to the
following area groups and agencies:
Center for Hope Hospice, Children’s
Specialized Hospital, CONTACT We
Care, Inc., Emmanuel Cancer Foun-
dation, Fanwood Arts Council,
Fanwood Memorial Library,
Fanwood Rescue Squad, Fanwood-
Scotch Plains Girl Scouts, Flintlocks-
BSA, Homefirst, Literacy Volunteers
of Union County, Inc., Master Gar-
deners of Union County, Mobile
Meals of Westfield, Resolve Com-
munity Counseling Center, Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Preschool Program,
Scotch Plains Public Library, Scotch
Plains Rescue Squad, Fanwood-
Scotch Plains YMCA and the YWCA
of Eastern Union County.

Additionally, the League awarded
three $3,000 college scholarships to
local students. Scholarship recipients
are selected with particular emphasis
on students’ demonstrated commit-
ment to volunteerism and commu-
nity service while in high school or
college. The 2012 scholarship win-
ners were Kathryn Powell, Kristen
Spirko and Madelyne Dhaliwal, all
of Scotch Plains.

Kathryn will be a senior at the
University of Maryland, majoring in
marketing and international business.
She has assisted non-profit groups in
the Washington, D.C. area, supported
area food banks, worked on breast
cancer awareness projects and as a
volunteer intern in 2011 did market-
ing and development for the Over-
look Foundation.

Kristen, a Dean’s List senior ma-
joring in organizational leadership
and marketing at the University of

Delaware, was a camp counselor for
urban youth and led the Habitat for
Humanity Collegiate Challenge in
West Virginia. She also has worked
locally as a summer teaching assis-
tant at First Children.

Madelyne, a 2012 graduate of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School
who will major in communications at
the University of Miami, was the co-
originator of the high school’s Inter-
act Club, a service organization af-
filiated with Rotary International;
worked with autistic children as a
volunteer at Intensive Therapeutics,
an occupational therapy clinic; was a
peer tutor and participated for five
years in the American Cancer
Society’s “Relay for Life.”

The Fanwood-Scotch Plains Ser-
vice League is an all-volunteer, non-
profit organization that has served
local communities since 1974 through
the operation of its thrift shop at 1741
East Second Street in Scotch Plains.
For more information about the
League or membership, call (908)
322-5420 or speak to a League vol-
unteer at the shop.

Miss Giovanna Romano and James McCombie

Miss Giovanna Romano
To Wed James McCombie

Mr. and Mrs. Pat Romano of
Westfield have announced the en-
gagement of their daughter, Miss
Giovanna Romano, to James
McCombie, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Andrew McCombie of Harpenden,
England.

The bride-to-be is a graduate of
Westfield High School’s Class of
2000 and earned her Bachelor of
Arts degree in Public Relations at
Monmouth University. Throughout
those years she was involved in
sports, Greek life and was an active
member of the St. Helen’s youth

ministry. In 2000, Miss Romano was
crowned Miss Peru-USA. She cur-
rently is the Director of Custom Sales
for HMX LLC and will be a ward-
robe stylist for NBC at the summer
Olympic Games in London.

Her fiancé was born and raised in
England and attended St. George’s
School. The future bridegroom
earned his Bachelor of Science de-
gree in Geography at the Univer-
sity of Exeter in 2004. He is a Man-
ager at Ernst & Young LLP, having
spent periods of his career in Lon-
don, Melbourne, Australia and New
York.

The couple will wed in June 2013.

Mountainside Seniors
Plan Showboat Trip

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Senior
Citizen Club of Mountainside will
sponsor a trip to the Showboat Ca-
sino in Atlantic City on Monday,
August 13. The bus will depart at 9
a.m. from the Our Lady of Lourdes
Roman Catholic Church parking lot,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside. The cost is $25 per
person.

Checks should be made payable
to the Mountainside Senior Citizen
Club. For more information, call
Eve Vitale at (908) 789-8568. Par-
ticipants are reminded to bring their
card for the slot games.

The Mountainside Senior Citi-
zen Club is always looking for new
members. All are welcome.

THE JAMES WARD MANSION              

www.jameswardmansion.com

Have your Sweet 16 Party at The James Ward Mansion!

“Make Our Mansion Your Mansion”

Sweet Sixteen 

Interiors So Lovely, You’ll Want to Stay Home

Joanne Womelsdorf, IFDA, ASID allied
Phone: 908.232.3875
www.superiorinteriorsofnj.com

Think “Superior” For:
Expert Consultation Services

Space Planning / Room Layouts

Remodeling Services

All Interior Related Products:

Accessorizing & Finishing Touches

Furniture
Lighting

Floor Coverings
Window Treatments

•

•

•

•

The Family Law Department of
Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C. Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi, Hewit & Domalewski, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

www.fellowshipvillage.org

ECF Seeks Vendors
For Outdoor Bazaar
SCOTCH PLAINS – The

Emmanuel Cancer Foundation is
seeking vendors to participate in its
Outdoor Vendor Bazaar on Saturday,
September 22, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
at the Fanwood Train Station. The
rain date is Sunday, September 23.

Admission for vendors is $40 for
a 12-foot by 10-foot space (144
square feet). All proceeds will ben-
efit children with cancer and their
families. For further information,
contact Barbara at (908) 322-4323,
extension no. 17, or
barbara@emmanuelcancer.org.

VICTORY RIDE…Thirteen-year-old Madison McBride of Fanwood recently
won the Horsemanship Over Fences Championship at the Watchung Stable’s
79th Annual Spring Troop Horse Show. She is pictured holding the Hilton F.
Williams Trophy with horse “Junior.” Madison rode “Clifford” of the Watchung
Stable to victory, competing against 13- to 17-year-olds. The Watchung Stable is
located at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.

USS Mount McKinley
Group Sets Reunion
AREA – The USS Mount

McKinley Association will hold its
24th annual reunion in Annapolis,
Md., September 12 to 16, 2012, for
veterans of all branches of the mili-
tary and associate members who
served on the Amphibious Force
Flagship, USS Mount McKinley
AGC/LCC-7 and associate members
from the Flagship Alliance group
who served on one of the other
AGCs during their years of com-
missioned service.

For more information, contact Lee
Temanson, Association secretary,
10749 108th Avenue, N., Maple
Grove, MN 55369-2609, (763) 425-
6315 (evenings and weekends) or
lateman@comcast.net (preferred
contact).
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

MONACO BELTS GRAND SLAM IN NINTH, TOTALS 6 RBI

Stage House Stays Unbeaten,
Conks Charlie Brown’s 17-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Veteran team captain Emidio Mo-
naco put an exclamation mark on a
showdown between the two top teams
in the Wednesday Division of the
Scotch Plains Men’s Softball League
with a grand slam home run in the
ninth inning to elevate the undefeated
Stage House to a 17-9 victory over
Charlie Brown’s at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 11.

The Stage House men, who won
the title in 2009 and 2011, upped
their undefeated record to 14-0 and
appear to have solid footing on the
top rung of the division. Charlie
Brown’s, formerly Park Beverage,
who brought down the Stage House
in two games for the title in 2010,
slipped to 10-4 and must keep a keen
eye on the up-and-coming Diva Sa-
lon men, consisting of a mix of recent

graduates from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School, along with
several wily veterans.

Monaco, however, far from being
a recent grad, stole the show, not only
with his grand slam but also with an
RBI single and an RBI sacrifice fly to
total six RBI. Additionally from his
catcher’s position, he made a run-
saving putout at home plate in the
third inning.

But other Stage House teammates
were also on their high horses. An-
drew Michinard contributed to the
21-hits stampede with a two-run
double, an RBI single and a double,
while scoring three times. Rob Harder
hammered out three singles and a
double, and an RBI, while scoring

three times. Speedy Scotty Savarese
had three singles and an RBI. Tony
Wargo singled twice, had an RBI and
scored once. Pitcher Mo Wright
singled twice, scored twice, walked
twice and added an RBI.

Dan Samila led Charlie Brown’s
with a two-run home run and a pair of
singles and another RBI to go with
two runs scored. His brother Pete (2-
for-4, 2 runs scored) pounded a solo
blast in the first inning. Damon Roth
(run scored) thumped an RBI triple
and a single, and Jeff Bendix jolted a
ground rule two-run double.

The Stage House horses got their
hoofs on the plate four times on six
hits in the top of the first. Todd Simo,
who finished with two RBI, looped
an RBI single to right field.
Michinard, Wright and veteran Brian
Dayton added RBI singles. Charlie

VALL-LLOBERA, DELVECCHIO HAMMER HOME RUNS

Westfield White Uses Long
Ball to Topple Summit, 11-1

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Dog Days” of summer did not
slow down the Westfield White 12-
year-old baseball team that received
stubborn pitching performances from
starter Ben Cappiello and reliever
Mark Walter and also got an across-
the-board hitting attack in an 11-1
victory over Summit at Gumbert 3
Field in Westfield on July 13.

“We are winding down. This is the
“Dog Days” of baseball, but today

we came out with really good energy.
You don’t always get it everyday at
this time of year, because it’s getting
late. It’s hot,” Westfield White Head
Coach Humberto Vall-Llobera said.

“There are a lot of kids playing
baseball in Summit, and despite what
the outcome is they are 12-years-old,
and the more kids you have playing
the better off you are in the future,”
Summit Head Coach Hank Gibson
said.

“Summit is a little bit down this

year. Struggling! So we did what we
had to do. The kids were swinging
the bat, and we hit the ball well to-
day,” added Coach Vall-Llobera.

Cappiello pitched the first three
innings and limited the Hilltoppers to
just one single, while walking none
and striking out one. Walter stepped
to the mound in the fourth inning and
allowed just one run on one hit and
one walk.

Summit Coach Hank Gibson al-

FRIEDMAN, MOONEY, DiNIZO TOSS SHUTOUT BASEBALL

SPF Nips WF Shamrocks, 2-0
In Clark Baseball Tourney

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

“Luck” may not have gone the
Westfield Shamrocks’ way against
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) 12-
year-olds but both teams displayed
superb pitching and very strong field-
ing in a 2-0 SPF victory during the
Clark Tournament at the Clark Little
League Field on July 14.

Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo
went the distance, scattering five hits
and walking one, while striking out
one. He did not permit more than one
hit in any given inning.

“Danny Russo has been our num-
ber-one pitcher all year. He comes to
play. Throws strikes. Mixes up his
pitches quite well. He’s been a gamer.
He’s been a horse by going all six
innings and giving up one earned
run,” Westfield Shamrock Coach

Damon Roth said.
“Both teams’ pitchers were throw-

ing strikes, hitting the spots, and both
teams’ defenses today made a lot of
plays,” Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins said.

Jake Friedman pitched the first two
innings for the Raiders and yielded
no hits, while walking one and strik-
ing out two Shamrocks. Reagan
Mooney stepped to the mound for
three innings and allowed just three
hits, while walking one. Anthony
DiNizo closed the door in the sixth
facing four batters and permitting
one walk, while fanning two.

“Our pitchers were leaders today.
Jake Friedman pitched two, and we
brought Reagan Mooney in, who has
been pitching his tail off lately. He’s
really been throwing a lot of strikes.
He keeps the ball down. He fields his

position well and nothing seems to
phase him when he is on the mound,”
Coach Higgins said.

Shamrock right fielder Ryan Roth
snared a line drive in the second in-
ning. Second baseman Ben Strauss
initiated some fine putouts. First
baseman Chris Wagner pulled off a
fine scoop in the second inning, and
Russo intercepted several difficult
comebackers to the mound and con-
verted them to putouts.

The Raiders did, however, manage
to score their second run in the fourth
inning when DiNizo, who stole sec-
ond base, also stole third then scored
when the catcher’s throw to third
sailed into leftfield.

“Our defense was stellar. Ben
Strauss did a great job at second base.
Our fielding, all-around was pretty

BABOOMIAN, WARFIELD, PRECONTE PREVAIL ON ‘O’

St. Anthony Annihilates Dazed
St. ‘James Gang’ Boys, 16-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Brother against brother showdowns
may be one thing, but St. Anthony,
presently the top guns in the Saints
Division, outgunned the sputtering
St. “James Gang” in a big way in St.
Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League action at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains on July 12.

St. Anthony jumped on the “James
Gang” in a fast and furious manner
with a five-run first inning, amassed
22 hits and cruised to a 16-2 triumph.

In the brother against brother situ-
ation, John Chupko of St. Anthony

and “James Gangster” pitcher Frank
Chupko have met face-to-face for
decades in the league, but there
seemed to have been a question as to
which brother been on the winning
side the most.

“I would say mine,” guessed John
Chupko.

“I seriously don’t know,” answered
Frank Chupko.

Anyhow, the victory added another
notch in John’s favor.

The thunder off the bats of Varojuan
Baboomian, Nash Warfield and
pitcher Tony Perconte, especially,
helped John Chupko capture that ex-

tra notch. Baboomian banged a triple,
double and a single, while scoring
three times. Warfield whacked three
hits, scored three times and had three
RBI. Perconte poked three RBI
singles and scored once.

Dave Rothenberg added to the
“James Gang’s” misery with a double,
single, two RBI and a run scored.
Rob Barone ripped two singles,
walked, scored once and had two
RBI. Craig Burfeindt singled twice
and scored three times. “Joltin’” Joe
Tilocca jerked an RBI triple and
looped an RBI single. Charlie Baier

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TERROR ON THE BASE PATHS…Raider Patrick Downey, right, steals second as Shamrock shortstop Chris Witzel
attempts to make a tag in the first inning at the Clark Tournament on July 14. Downey finished with three stolen bases.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALLED OUT AT HOME PLATE…Charlie Brown’s Damon Roth, No. 4, attempts to stretch a triple into a home run in
the third inning but is called out when Stage House catcher Emidio Monaco makes the tag.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHARGING TOWARDS FIRST…St. James’ Marty Bernstein charges towards first base but does not beat the throw
caught by St. Anthony first baseman Joe Tilocca in the fourth inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSE PLAY AT FIRST…Summit Hilltopper Dylan Ingermann, No. 25, crosses the bag but not before Westfield White
first baseman Mike Knapp grabs the throw for the putout at Gumbert 3 Field on July 13.

Man Lands on the Moon
July 20, 1969 – 43 Years Ago
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St. Anthony Annihilates ‘James Gang’, 16-2
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Stage House Conks Charlie Brown’s, 17-9
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Brown responded with Pete Samila’s
solo blast and Anthony Padovano’s
RBI single.

Three straight 1-2-3 half innings
followed until Charlie Brown’s me-
andered to the plate in the bottom of
the third.

“They are bringing Old Man River
back for a swan song,” said battle-
after-battle tested, veteran Tom
Straniero before taking his turn at bat.
Straniero finished 0-for-3, but Charlie
Brown’s did score a run when Brady
Lau reached base on an error and
scored on Roth’s triple (almost homer
until he was gunned down at the plate).

“That took a perfect throw to get
him and he got him,” Charlie Brown’s
Matt Walsh said.

Four more Stage House men scored

in the fourth to up their lead to 8-3
then their lead jumped to 11-3 in the
fifth. Marc Nies ripped a leadoff
double and Michinard launched a two-
run homer. As Harder stepped to the
plate, teammate Tim Walsh (single, 2
runs scored) hollered, “Come on Rob!
Stay hot!”

He did with a double to left then
Monaco later brought him home with
an RBI single.

Impressive defense seemed to pre-
vail for the next few innings. Wargo,
from his shortstop position, pulled
off several dazzling grabs of hot
grounders. Centerfielder Savarese
charged a blooper, snagged it as he
tumbled head-over-heel and re-
bounded to his feet. Brown third
baseman Kevin Spellman initiated a

second-to-first double play, and
pitcher Pete Samila grabbed a liner
and fired to second to complete an-
other double play.

Stage House added a run to their
lead in the seventh on Harder’s RBI
single then Bendix made a bold pre-
diction.

“We had enough zero innings. I
feel four this inning. What do you
think?”

Pete Samila tapped a leadoff single
and Dan Samila banged his two-run
blast. Gus Alvarez, Kevin Woodring
and Walsh followed with singles to
load the bases for Bendix, who lashed
a ground-rule two-run double that
bounced over the leftfield fence to
give Charlie Brown’s four runs in the
inning.

“We got the four. Let’s go guys,”
Bendix said.

John Palazzolo tapped a leadoff
single and scored on Simo’s groundout
to short to give Stage House a 13-7
lead in the eighth. Charlie Brown’s
added two in the bottom of the inning
then in the ninth, Wright and Dayton
drew free passes and Tim Walsh loaded
the bases on a miscue at third. Monaco
marched to the plate and became the
game’s hero with his stunning grand
slam over the leftfield fence.
Stage House 400 430 114 17
Charlie Brown’s 201 000 420 9

MONDAY DIVISION (July 10):
TEAM W L
Autoland 11   4
Five Guys   8   7
Vicki’s Diner   7 10
Hocus Pocus   6   8
Lou’s Auto   4 11
Sun Tavern   3 14

WEDNESDAY DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Stage House 13   0
Charlie Brown’s 10   3
Diva Salon   8   4
A-1 Tree Service   6   8
Trinity Electric   5 10

(run scored) went 2-for-2, and Kevin
St. Onge tapped a pair of singles and
scored once.

Perconte had a two-hit shutout go-
ing until the bottom of the sixth inning
when the “James Gang” scavenged up
enough ammo to score two runs. Dan
Shneyder singled, and Frank Chupko
brought him home with a double that
rolled towards the leftfield fence. Vet-
eran Tom Maher brought Chupko
home with a groundout to shortstop.
Marty Bernstein had a single in the
first inning, and Jim Cassidy singled
in the second.

Just before Perconte took to the
mound in the sixth, John Chupko
mumbled, “Usually Tony is serving
up meatballs. Today, he’s good.”

Baboomian led off the top of the
first with a double to right field, and
Warfield slapped an RBI single over
first. With Rothenberg on base,
Perconte punched an RBI single to
center.

As Steve Pirella stepped to the plate,
Warfield shouted, “Let’s go Steve!
We ain’t done yet. Get some more!”

Pirella scribbled an RBI single to
left then Tilocca brought home the
fifth run with his looping single to
right.

Since the “James Gang” had no
ammunition at all, St. Anthony plated
two in the third when Warfield man-
aged to score on a series of errors,
Burfeindt doubled and Barone lofted
an RBI sacrifice fly to right-center.
Tilocca thumped an RBI triple and
Baier added RBI single in the fourth
to jump the score to 9-0. Then the
score elevated to 12-0 in the fifth

when Warfield, Rothenberg and
Perconte each slashed RBI singles.

Not to be forgotten were several
fine defensive plays. Warfield and
Baboomian each made slick running
snags in the outfield, and Barone made
a backhand grab at second base. Third
baseman John Stuek initiated a sec-
ond-to-first double play, and Perconte
initiated a second-to-first double play.

St. James’ Rob Stratton made two
fine plays in centerfield, including
one that led to a double play, and Paul
Leso made a leaping grab in leftfield.
But when Frank Chupko made his

second agile play from the mound,
resulting in putouts, Perconte, while
his team was batting in the seventh,
was inspired to say, “Frankie! You are
a lot better than your brother.”

Interestingly, his brother John was
at the plate at the time and wobbled a
slow wiggler back to the mound that
Frankie flubbed. The miscue sparked
a four-run burst, which included RBI
singles from Burfeindt, Barone and
Perconte and an RBI groundout from
Rothenberg.
St. Anthony 502 230 4 16
St. James 000 002 0 2

Marketing New Jersey Real Estate at the Highest Level SM 

prominentproperties.com  |  Office: 908.654.6666  |  436 South Avenue  |  Westfield, New Jersey 
 

10 Offices Serving Northern and Central Jersey 
 

Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated  House at the Seine River, used with permission 

783-85 Woodland Avenue, Plainfield City
$235,000

Welcome to this charming, sun drenched home filled with lots of

character, exceptional detail and craftsmanship. The living room

boasts gleaming hardwood floors, a cozy wood-burning fireplace

along with elegantly placed exposed brick. The kitchen features

granite counters, spacious wooden cabinets and a unique breakfast

nook filled with imported floor to ceiling tiles. There are four

bedrooms with two full baths on the second floor. The third floor is

a large attic with plenty of storage. A detached two car garage and

private garden area complete this lovely home.

606 Hory Street, Cranford
$450,000

Nice Bi-Level house that has been renovated and well kept. With

four bedrooms and two bathrooms, it features hardwood floors, a

dining area with sliding doors to the deck, a large den and a separate

office and laundry area. There is an attached, one car garage as

well as a big garden, shed and a swing set. This is not in a flood

zone and there is an easy commute from here.

704 Highland Avenue, Westfield
$1,200,000

Nestled in "The Gardens”, a highly desirable area of Westfield, New

Jersey, this elegant, eclectic and captivating Spanish mission style home

was built in the Victorian era. Original architectural details have been

lovingly maintained and preserved, including beveled glass doors, brass

fixtures, rich paneling, box beam ceilings and inlaid hardwood floors.

Many of the rooms feature original stained glass panels over the

windows. The third floor features a bonus room with a fireplace that is

currently being used as an art studio, but has many additional uses.

There are many surprises in this special home, including a "secret room"

and a generous, "hacienda" wrap-around porch.

LEAGUE CHAMPS…The Brewers capped off an undefeated season, beating the
Tigers, 16-15, in the championship game of the Westfield International League.
The game was decided in the bottom of the last inning. Pictured, left to right, are:
front row; Dylan Alfano and bat boy Gabe Dayon; kneeling, Matt Paden, Michael
Kane and Luke Bigosinski; back row, Andrew Johnson-Milstein, Coach Schlewitt,
Issac Montez, Michael Juchnik, Jake Dayon, Robert Juchnik, Payton Schlewitt,
Charlie Billek and Coach Billek.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PREPARING TO BASH THE BALL…St. Anthony slugger Nash Warfield prepares to bash the ball in the game against
St. James. Warfield had three hits, three RBI and scored three times.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PUTTING IT IN ORBIT…Stage House’s Andrew Michinard blasted a two-run
home run against Charlie Brown’s in a showdown of two powerhouse teams.
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Westfield White Topples Summit Hilltoppers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

SPF Raiders Nip Westfield Shamrocks, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

solid. We had one hiccup on the steal
at third that cost us a run, but our
defense and our pitching kept us in
the game. We just couldn’t get that
timely hit,” Coach Roth said.

Although the Raiders totaled only
five hits, they had several hard-hit
balls that the Shamrocks’ defense
managed to handle, and struck out
only once.

“That was the best we’ve swung
the bat in a while. We swung the bat
well enough to score six or seven
today, but they really made some
great plays in the field. We got a little
speed, and when we are putting the
ball in play, anything can happen.
Our guys did a nice job with two
strikes today,” Coach Higgins said.

Leadoff hitter Patrick Downey had
two of the Raiders’ hits and in the first
inning, he took Russo’s first pitch of
the game and drilled a double to the

centerfield fence. Downey also
swiped three bases

“He swung the bat very aggres-
sively. He is a tough out, and when he
gets on the bases, anything can hap-
pen, because he is lightning quick
and an aggressive base runner,” coach
Higgins said.

Mooney went 1-for-2 with a walk
and scored the Raiders’ first run in the
first inning when Alex Lipshitz’s
grounder to first was mishandled.
Nick McCormack singled in the sec-
ond inning and Friedman singled in
the fifth. Timmy Glastal, who made a
fine catch in leftfield, laid down a
sacrifice bunt in the sixth after Vinnie
Ferrara walked. Michael Leegan hit
two sharp grounders to Strauss at
second. Andrew Kriney and Sam
Schetelich each drilled two sharp shots
that were caught.

The Shamrocks threatened in three

innings, especially the third when
they put together a pair of singles
from Chris Witzel and Drew Ortiz,
respectively, to put runners on sec-
ond and third with one out, but Jack
Sifelli’s hopper back to the mound
and Wagner’s popup to first ended the
threat. Rory McGovern singled and
stole a base in the fourth and walked
in the second. Ryan Toal walked and
stole two bases.

“We had our three and four batters,
Jack Sifelli and Chris Wagner, who
have been crushing the ball. Jack last
night got four hits, but we could have
used one of those for today. It didn’t
quite happen. Scotch Plains played a
good game. It’s payback! We scored
14 runs on them in one inning two
weeks ago, but they came to play and
shut us down,” Coach Roth said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 100 2
WF Shamrocks 000 000 0

lowed his team the opportunity to
play various positions. Thomas
Walker had both of the Hilltoppers’
hits.

“They are playing everywhere and
they are still having fun. That’s all I
care about,” Coach Gibson said.

Dylan Ingermann, walked and
scored Summit’s only run, and Will
Gibson had the RBI. Since the game
was just four innings, several Summit
players had only one plate appear-
ance, but Michael McCann, Andrew
Kanaley and Brady Shaeffer put the
ball in play in their at-bats. Daniel
McGall and Max Hayford put the ball
in play in both their plate appear-
ances, and Luca Curran was robbed
of a basehit on a fine defensive play
from Westfield White shortstop Mike
Knapp.

Westfield White totaled 11 hits and
was led by Jake Vall-Llobera, who
blasted a solo home run and added a
game-ending RBI double. Tom
DelVecchio lined a two-run homer
over the right field fence.

“It’s nice to get off to a good start.
When those two guys get going, we
are going. DelVecchio looked to get
going, and every ball he hit today was
hard. Everybody hit the ball well to-
day, so it was a really good all-around
team effort,” Coach Vall-Llobera said.

Leadoff hitter Jake Lerie poked a
two-run single and an RBI single.
Walter walked and had an RBI bunt
single and scored both times.
Cappiello walked and was hit-by-a-
pitch and scored both times. Bryce
Dannevig ripped an RBI single and
scored once. Thomas Gannoway
singled and scored twice. Mike Birle
and Matt Barmakian each singled
and walked and scored once. Knapp
singled. Steve Barden and Alex

Apostolos each had two plate appear-
ances.

Westfield White scored once in the
bottom of the first inning when Vall-
Llobera hammered his solo blast into
the right field parking lot. Birle,
Cappiello, Walter and Gannoway
scored in the second inning to make
the score, 5-0.

In the third, Barmakian plopped a
single over second base and
DelVecchio drilled his two-run shot
down the right field line. In the fourth
inning, Cappiello took a fastball on
the back, Walter walked and Dannevig
hopped an RBI single. Gannoway
singled, Lerie pounded his two-run
single and Vall-Llobera rapped his
game-ending RBI double to center.

With the regular season winding
down, each team in the Central Jer-

sey Baseball League are jockeying
for a good seed in the upcoming
playoffs.

“Right now, we are 8-3, probably
tied for second in the league. And we
are looking to go [to the playoffs].
Two years ago at 10-years-old, we
were champions in a great game
against Chatham. The competition
is really tough. We are hoping to get
a little bit of good play going into the
playoffs, because that’s what it’s go-
ing to take. We will have to play
solid for about five or six games to
get to that game. If I can be in that
championship game, I will be happy.
Then whatever the results are, I will
accept them,” Coach Vall-Llobera
said.
Summit 000 1 1
Westfield White 142 4 11

WANTED

FINANCIAL 
REWARD

�  Have you outgrown your home?
�  Do you want to take advantage of today’s 

low interest rates?
�  Do you just want to know what the current 

market can provide for you?

Let me help you discover 
the value of your home. 

There is great 
demand for homes 
in the $400K-
$489K range.  

My services 
can aid you 
in taking 
advantage of 
this hot market. 

TIMOTHY A. DINAN
Sales Associate

908.472.9801 Cell
908.233.5555 x243 Office

timdrealtor@gmail.com
www.timothydinan.com

REALTOR® EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

COLDWELL BANKER 
RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

209 CENTRAL AVENUE, ,
WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

908-233-5555

Probitas Verus Honos

Raider PAL Wrestling
Camp Registration:
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood

(SPF) Raider Wrestling Camp spon-
sored by the SPF PAL dates are
slated for July 30 through August 2.
The camp is open to boys and girls
interested in wrestling and is for all
ability levels from Novice to Expe-
rienced. All interested individuals
should contact Coach Gavor at
tgavor@spfk12.org

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Jayne Bernstein
Sales Associate

NJAR Circle of Excellence Sales Award: 1997-2011
Direct Line: (908) 301-2006  Cell Phone: (908) 403-9330

E-mail: jaynebernstein@gmail.com RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Search for homes
from your cell phone!

Text “jbcb”
to “87778”

129 Marlboro Street, Westfield $409,000
Wonderful quaint colonial featuring 9-foot ceilings, hdwd. floors, large windows and
wide doorways for open, bright and airy ambiance.  First floor features a spacious living
and dining room, a den with skylight, and a renovated EIK. Sliding glass doors lead to a
sunny deck overlooking the professionally landscaped yard. Upstairs, are 3 bedrooms
with hardwood floors and a full bath. Located on a lovely block convenient to the Garden
State Parkway and close to all that downtown Westfield has to offer: excellent shopping,
dining, and NYC transportation.

772 Prospect Street, Westfield $1,190,000
Gorgeous NEW 9 Room, 4 Bedroom, 4 full & one half-Bath custom designed Center Hall
Colonial with covered front porch under construction by Elegant Homes.  Enter this beautiful
home, offering lovely hardwood flooring, through the gracious 2-story foyer and enjoy a
formal Living Room; Grand Formal Dining Room; and Center Island Eat-In-Kitchen w/
breakfast nook open to Family Room w/fireplace. The second floor boasts the Master Bedroom
Suite with private spa bath & walk-in closet; 3 additional Bedrooms and 2 full baths, not to
mention convenient 2nd floor laundry. Not to be missed is the finished basement w/full
bath and 2 car rear entrance garage.

153 Wild Hedge Lane, Mountainside $1,500,000
Fantastic NEW 4 BR, 4-1/2 bath entirely customized homes to be built by Elegant Homes
on 1.1 acre lot on  serene, private lane.  2 story entry foyer; Formal LR,  FDR w/Butler's
Pantry; Center Island EIK open to FR; First floor: Powder Room & Laundry.  MBR suite
w/Sitting Rm. & private spa-like bath; 3 add'l BR suites one w/full bath & 2 which share
Jack & Jill bath.  Elegant millwork, fplc, hardwood floors, Intercom & Central Vacuum
Systems; walk-up attic, finished bsm't w/full bath; 2 car attached garage & so much
more! Plans available for review and modifications are still able to be made! (Rendering
for display only).

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

WESTFIELD OFFICE  •  209 CENTRAL AVENUE  •  (908) 233-5555

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, July 22nd 1-4PM

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CONGRATULATIONS FROM THE COACH…Westfield White’s Tom DelVecchio gets congratulations from Head
Coach Humberto Vall-Llobera after hammering a two-run home run in the third inning.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WILD PLAY AT THIRD…Westfield Shamrock third baseman Ryan Toal, right, watches a bad throw as Raider Anthony
DiNizo slides into the bag. DiNizo was able to score on the play.
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Union County Senior 50+
Softball League Standings:

50+ DIVISION A (July15):
TEAM W L
Roselle American Legion 18   1
Renda Roads 16   3
Top Line Appliance   6 12
Liberty Lighting/Frenchy’s   6 12

50+ DIVISION B:
TEAM W L
Contact Lens & Vision 13    5
Awnings Galore 12    6
Driftwood I/Linwood 10    8
A.J. Jersey   0 18

50+ DIVISION C:
TEAM W L
Molly Maguire’s 13    5
Driftwood Bar & Grill II   9    9
D&K Associates   4 14
Sun Tavern   2 16

SUPER SENIOR A DIVISION July 15:
TEAM W L
Kilkenny House   9   2
Creative Industries I   8   3
Awnings Galore 10   4

SUPER SENIORS B DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Creative Industries II 6   6
The Office 6   7
Nicolina Pizza 4 11
Associated Auto Parts 2 12

Awnings 8, Sun Tavern 5
Neil Granstrand (3-for-3) and Ray

Meigs, Bob Lorincz, Brian
Granstrand and Tom Colandro (each
2 hits) led Awnings’ 19-hit attack. Ed
McColgan and Tom Murray (3 hits
apiece) and George Gonzales (spar-
kling defense) led Sun Tavern.
Molly Maguire’s 7, Linda’s I 5

Bob Ghiretti (3-for-3), Vic
Trindade, Pete Katula, Pat Ahern and
Al Burton (2 hits apiece), along with
Pat Ahern (game-ending double play)
led Molly’s. Mike DiRienzo (3-for-3,

2 doubles), Joe Sarica (2 hits, HR)
and Joe Menza (2 hits) led Linda’s.
LLG/Frenchy’s 12, Top Line 7

Harry Semple (3-for-3, HR), Rick
Regenthal (3-for-3) and Willie Jack-
son (HR) led Frenchy’s. Joe Cittadino
(3 hits), and Dave Ball, Don
Montefusco and Ron Kulik (2 hits
each) led Top Line.
Roselle A. L. 7, Renda Roads 5

In the fifth, Bill Dugan and Harry
Streep singled, Bob Colaneri tied the
game and Ralph Genova tapped the
go-ahead RBI grounder. Jeff Baier
and Ed Mitjans (3-for-3) added RBI
singles in the sixth. Ed Kushner and
John Amato each had two hits.
Linda’s II 18, AJ Jersey 3

Supe Reddick (4 hits, HR), Mike
Smith and Willie Shumate (4 hits
each), Mike Schonberg and Peter
Gelesky (3 hits each) led Linda’s II.
Greg Hobson (2 RBI) and Marc
Tomassi (2 hits) led AJ.
Contact Lens 13, D&K 6

Kerry Gelb (HR, double), Pete Byer
(single, triple) and Ken Zierler’s de-
fense sparked the Lensmen.
Roselle Am. Leg. 8, Frenchy’s 2

Bill Dugan (3 hits), Gene
Antonucci, Bob Colaneri and John
Amato (multiple hits), pitcher Harry
Streep, and Al and Ralph Genova’s
defense led the Legion.
Linda’s II 13, Sun Tavern 4

Mo Fernandez (HR) and Willie
Shumate (HR) sparked Linda’s. Jim
Price, Ed McColgan and George
Gonzales (2 hits each) led the Sun.
Renda Roads 13, Top Line 11

Joe Massimino (HR), Jim Jimenez
(HR), and Tom Straniero and Gary
Pence (3 hits each) led Renda. Tom
DeRocco (3 hits), and Ron Kulik,
Greg Hartnett and Neil Iccarino (2
hits each) led Top Line’s 20 hits.
Contact Lens 12, Awnings 4

Pete Byer (3 hits) and Bill Boyle
and Bill Kearns (clutch hits, 3 double
plays) led Contact. Neil Granstrand
and Tom Pasko (2 hits each) and Bob
Lorincz (triple) led Awnings.
Linda’s I 5, AJ Jersey 4

Stu Lukowiak singled in the winning
run with the bases loaded. Jack Helfrich
(3-for-3), Mac Kowaleski, Lukowiak
and Ron Martins (2 hits each), and
pitcher Tom Siano led Linda’s. Mark
Marotta (HR, triple, 2 RBI) and Mark
Tomassi (2 hits) led AJ.
Molly Maguire’s 21, D&K 6

Dave Drechsel (4-for-4, 2 HRs,
double, 7 RBI), and Vic Trindade,
Pete Katula, Mark McGlynn and Jim
Capizzi (3 hits each) supported win-
ning pitcher Bill Hinkle.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Carol

DiGraci

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. This 10 year old 4 Bedroom 2.1 Bath Colonial home
looks brand new and is ready to make your own. The Kitchen is open
to the Dining Room and Family Room with Fireplace. There is a
25’X43’ unfinished walk up attic that can be finished for additional
living space. Master bath has Jetted Tub, and stall shower. This home
offers an office area near kitchen, finished basement, 2 car garage, and
many other features. Close to transportation. A MUST SEE! $649,000.

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

RANCH

WESTFIELD. Spacious Ranch with generous closet space, hardwood
floors, CAC, fireplace in Living Room, huge basement with finished
Family Room, full bath, Laundry Room, Office/Bedroom and large
storage area-that could be finished. Den off kitchen with wood-
burning stove, entrance to garage and door to patio in back yard. Nice
open front porch and great size level yard. Westfield is noted for it`s
top rated schools and award-winning downtown. $535,000.

Associate of the Month

Holly Cohen
Top Units and Top Dollar Volume for the Month of June

Vivian

Cortese-Strano

RANCH

MOUNTAINSIDE. Tastefully updated Custom 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath
Ranch set on a large landscaped property on a quiet tree-lined street. This
home features hardwood and granite tile floors, custom cabinetry and
sound system throughout, a gourmet kitchen with top-of-the-line
appliances, security system and basement & attic storage. The heated &
air conditioned garage is custom fitted with tile floor and custom wood
cabinetry. The underground sprinkler system has rain sensors. $519,000.

Holly

Cohen

COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. This stately 10 room Colonial residence is set on
a tranquil cul-de-sac on a premium .44 acre in Berwyck Chase. The
home was the builder`s model and is loaded with value added, one of
a kind upgrades, built-ins and amenities. It was further customized to
include a heated and air conditioned skylit garden room for added
enjoyment. The community offers a pool and tennis courts. Private
busing is available to top rated elementary and middle schools. $709,000.

Donald

Ehrenbeck

CUSTOM HOME

Holly

Cohen

SCOTCH PLAINS. This captivating custom home beautifully
articulates the very best of architectural design with notable custom
amenities for today’s lifestyle. This distinctive residence has been
exquisitely renovated and reflects unsurpassed attention to detail with
an outstanding level of quality throughout. Set on a tranquil tree-lined
street, on a spectacular professionally landscaped .44 acre, yet moments
from schools, parks, shops, recreation and transportation. $619,000.

Westfield 11U Black Edges
Rival Westfield Silver, 6-5

Westfield Black 11U baseball team
edged rival Westfield Silver, 6-5, on
July 11 at Gumbert Field. Both teams
got a strong two-man pitching per-
formance. Black started Jeffrey
Bennett, who went four, and closed
with Ethan Wolf. For Silver, Kyle
Wynne also pitched the opening four
frames, and Nathan Gotz finished.

Silver plated three runs in the top of
the first. Alex Park poked an RBI double
that scored Nick Manganello. Sean
Flynn singled in Park and later crossed
home on Gotz’s RBI groundout.

Black responded with two runs in
its half of the inning. Hinkel singled.
Sandy Miller clubbed an RBI double
to left-center that Jonathan Brennan
tracked down and threw to third to
hold the runner. Bennett added an
RBI single into center.

Silver scored once in the second
when Jesse Katz doubled to score
Gavin Tanji. Black clawed back in
the third. A trio of singles by Michael
Kane, Sean O’Brien and Hinkel re-
sulted in a run. In the fourth, Black
knotted the score at four apiece. Kane
singled, advanced on Noah Levy’s
ground ball and scampered home on
O’Brien’s base hit.

Black went ahead in the fifth. Jack
Gerris pounded a triple to the fence in
center. Miller ripped an RBI double and
scored on Bennett’s hit. Silver scored
once in the sixth when Felix Bauer stole
home, to make the final 6-5.

Both teams made fine defensive
plays. Black catcher Michael
Charlton gunned down a runner try-
ing to steal in the fourth, with third

baseman Levy applying the tag.
Black’s first baseman Tommy Norris
made four putouts over three innings.

Silver third baseman Anthony
Iacoponi ranged far into foul terri-
tory to catch a pop up in the first, and
first baseman Tim McGann snagged
a line drive in the fourth to save a
likely double off the bat of Norris.

Black’s Head Coach Jeff Gerris
commented, “The game was well
played on both ends. It could have
gone either way. I’m happy that, on
this night, it fell in our direction.”

Silver Head Coach Chris Flynn
added, “It was great to see all these
Westfield boys playing hard and hav-
ing fun out there.”

Westfield ‘Y’ Flyers Advance
To National Championships

FLYERS TO NATIONALS…Pictured are many of the Westfield “Y” Flyers who
are continuing on to the National Championships.

The Westfield Area “Y” Flyers track
& field team was impressive at the
USATF Regional Championship at
the University of Delaware. The Fly-
ers competed against athletes from
NJ, Pa., Del., Three Rivers and the
Niagara area and advanced 15 out of
19 athletes to the National Champi-
onship in Baltimore, Md.

In the 1500-meter race-walk, Mat-
thew Ackerman and Grace Endy (sec-
ond trip to Nationals) advanced to the
National Championship. Melissa
Endy (fourth trip to Nationals) quali-
fied for the 3000 race-walk. Abigail
Granrath advanced for the 800 run.
Caitlyn Glynn qualified for both the
1500 run, as well as the 3000 meters.

Emily Wilson qualified for the 80
hurdles. Isabella DeSimone, Megan

Power, Cindy Qiang and Jillian Walter
(second trip to Nationals) qualified
for Nationals in the 4x400 relay. Ryan
Siegel, James Lynch, Paul Dunham
(second trip to nationals) and Jay Heo
qualified in the boys 4x400. Jillian
Walter, Megan Power, Cindy Qiang
and Amanda Bush (second trip to
Nationals) qualified for the 4x800
relay.

Annual participation in the
Westfield Area “Y” Track & Field
Club has grown to over 500 athletes
(ages 7-15 years) and this year they
are sending the largest number of
qualifiers to Nationals in the team’s
history.

For more information about the
Flyers program, please contact: Greg
Hatzisavvas at (908) 233-2700 x251.

UC ALL-STARS…The Union County American Legion Baseball All-Star game
was held on July 15 at Teener Field in Union. Five Westfield players were selected
to play (Rowan Oberman, Steven Barmakian, Scott Tupper, Chris Rinaldi and
Chris Boutsikaris ). Their team went on to win, 10-1.

Westfield Black 11U slugger Sean Flynn

Probitas Verus Honos

WESTFIELD – JAG Physical
Therapy recently presented a “Pre-
vention of Sports Injuries” seminar at
the new Holy Trinity Parish Center in
Westfield, N.J. Conducted for play-
ers, parents, coaches, athletic trainers
and physical therapists in the local
community, the “Prevention of Sports
Injuries” seminar was hosted by the
Holy Trinity CYO Sports Program.

John Gallucci, Jr., MS, ATC, PT,
DPT, discussed common sports inju-
ries and how to prevent them, flex-
ibility, conditioning techniques and
the importance of hydration. John
Gallucci, Jr., MS, ATC, PT, DPT, is
the president of JAG Physical Therapy
with renowned expertise in injury
prevention, rehabilitation, sports
medicine and athletic conditioning.

Currently, John is the medical coor-
dinator for Major League Soccer,
coordinating the medical care of more
than 500 professional soccer players.

“It is an honor to be chosen by
Holy Trinity CYO Sports Program
as an expert speaker for a seminar
highlighting ‘Prevention of Sports
Injuries’,” commented JAG Physi-
cal Therapy President John Gallucci,
Jr. “It is important to educate the
community on common injuries ex-
perienced by athletes and to review
how to prevent these injuries to ulti-
mately keep athletes healthy and
competing.”

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Sports Injuries Prevention
Hosted by Holy Trinity CYO
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Tafelski Named Blue Devil
Head Coach for X-C, Track

DISTRICT BASEBALL CHAMPS…Westfield Blue won the 9U District 12
championship in Springfield by defeating Cranford, 5-2, on July 7. The team
went 3-1 in pool play and then won the next three games in playoffs to advance
to the state tournament in Hazlet. The team is Jake Bencivenga, Luke Engelke,
Ryan Pettit, Chris Ho, Colin Brancatella, Jeremy Kornfeld, Ian Gannaway, Nic
Gambello, Jason Petruzzi, Colby Shovlin, Holden Grantz and Will Skoletsky.
The coaches are Gil Engelke, Bob Brancatella, Carl Gambello and Ron Shovlin.

TOURNAMENT CHAMPS…The Girls Softball League of Westfield U10 White
won the Elmora Youth League U10 Softball Tournament, defeating Elmora, 2-1, in
Championship Game. Pictured, left to right, are: bottom row; Amanda Ludwig,
Rachel Harvey, Rachel Rothenberg, Megan Neiswenter and Meaghan Mulvanerty;
middle row, Megan Prasek, Erica Lawrence, Allison Escaldi, Caitlin Clancy, Mar-
garet Rivers, Margaret Kelly and Noelle Laskaris; back row, Assistant Coaches
Michael Ludwig, Brad Rothenberg and Ron Neiswenter. Not Pictured: Head Coach
Pete Spadaccini and Assistant Coaches Emma Crossland and Molly Jennings.

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Chris Tafelski, who has been an
assistant coach under long-time
Westfield High School (WHS) boys
track and cross-country Head Coach
Jack Martin will grab the reins as
head coach in boys cross-country,

winter track and spring track.
“I don’t think I ever imagined

coaching when I was in high school.
But as I got into college, I started
reading a lot about training, and since
I was thinking about going into teach-
ing, becoming a coach just seemed
the logical thing to do,” Tafelski said.

Tafelski, a science teacher at WHS,
ran cross-country and track for coach
Martin and graduated from WHS in
1997. He graduated from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 2001 and Rutgers grad school
in 2003. He began his student teaching
in 2002 and started teaching in 2003.

“I didn’t think coaching or teach-
ing at Westfield would be a possibil-
ity, but as luck would have it, my
student teaching assignment hap-
pened to be in Westfield and they had
an opening available the following
fall,” Tafelski said.

Tafelski is well aware of the task
ahead, especially to keep up the posi-
tive tradition that Martin built.

“Working with Jack every day was
great. He had such a natural way of
talking to kids and mentoring them.

They trusted him and believed in
what he had to say, and it’s that rap-
port that he built with the kids that
made him such a great coach. It’s a
privilege to follow him. It’s exciting
but it’s a big responsibility – the team
has been very successful over the
years, and we want to keep that ball

rolling. So there’s definitely some
positive peer pressure, as Martin likes
to say,” Coach Tafelski said.

WTA Masters Singles
Tennis Ladder Results:

The WTA Masters Singles group
had four matches this period. Mike
McGlynn took the lead on the ladder
with wins over Joe Donnolo (8-5),
Chris Wendel (8-4) and Peter Lee (8-
4). Lee dropped to second.

Current standings:
1. McGlynn (5)*
2. Peter Lee (6)*
3. Chris Wendel (3)*
4. Joe Donnolo (3)*
5. John Mancini
6. Janice Honymar (1)
7. Don Dohm

* active in 5th reporting period
Check the WTA website at

www.westfieldnj.com/wta for
complete details. The next reporting
period ends on July 29.

Match Results:
3 McGlynn vs Donnolo (8-5)
4 McGlynn vs Wendel (8-4)
9 McGlynn vs Lee (8-4)

The fifth reporting period came to
a close with 22 matches played (99
for the season) and one addition to
the top five. Andrew Federbusch re-
mained on top with a 5-7, 6-4, 6-1
win over Tuyen Diep. Robert Errazo
kept second with a 6-0, 6-2 win over
Joshua Suri. Richard Perez broke
back to number three with a 6-2, 6-4
win over Diep.

Diep bounced back with wins over
Suri (6-3, 6-0) and Blair Lehnert (6-
3, 6-2). Lehnert took fifth with wins
over Morgan Willis (10-1) and Suri
(10-5). Suri played another three
matches for the period (19 for the
season) to maintain a one-match lead
over Diep as the most active member.

The sixth reporting period ends on
July 29. Please report all match activ-
ity to Richard Pardo at
rspardo531@msn.com.
  1.Federbusch(6)* 16.D Loffredo (14)*
  2.Rob Errazo (6)* 17.Tyler Becker(5)*
  3.Rich Perez (3)* 18.Matt Short (4)*
  4.Tuyen Diep(18)* 19.Mike Manders(8)*
  5.B Lehnert(10)* 20.Jon Jacobs (4)*
  6.Aaron Keith(5)* 21.Dave Ferio (5)*
  7.Ren Gao (7)* 22.Ravi Motwani(4)*
  8.Rappoport(10)* 23.Chris Farella(6)
  9.Bouchouev (9)* 24.Chris Wendel(5)*
10.Rich Pardo (11)* 25.Tim Lough (7)*
11.Josh Suri (19)* 26.Morgan Willis(4)*
12.F. Adriaens(7)* 27.Daniel Ives (2)*
13.Weldon Chin(3) 28.Mike Muroff (2)
14.Jeff Brinker (9)*29.Nate Suri (1)
15.E Bronander(4)*30.Mike McGlynn
( ) matches played
*match played in period

WTA Open Singles Tennis Ladder Told:
D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’D. Blair Corbin’sssss

WWWWWalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Lalk Down Memory Laneaneaneaneane

RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

July 18, 2008: Every batter in the
lineup contributed a hit, run scored or
an RBI in the Westfield White’s 15-5
victory over Long Hill in a 12-year-
old, 50-70, game at Gumbert Field.
Connor Hagen rapped a two-run
single and an RBI single, while scor-
ing twice, and Jake Wasserman
walked twice, tripled and scored in
all three of his plate appearances.
Peter Zecca went 2-for-2 with two
RBI and scored once. Dillon Elliott
(2 RBI) singled, walked twice and
scored twice.

July 17, 2006: Scotch Plains
burned top-seeded Westfield, 7-5, in
the semifinals of the Senior Ameri-
can Legion Baseball series in
Westfield. Raider Adam Perez
whacked a two-run homer, a double
and scored three runs. Matt Wolff
ripped a two-run double and a single.
Blue Devil Dave Kaplow had three
hits with a ground-rule double and
two singles, two RBI and a run scored.
Peter Antonelli smacked a double
and an RBI single and scored a run.

July 15, 2005: Two days before
the scheduled St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League All-Star game,
St. Joseph, leaders in the Saints Divi-
sion, held off St. Mark, leaders in the
Angels Division, 12-11, at Brookside
Park. Damon Roth drilled two
doubles, scored three times and was
credited with an RBI. Mike Jonny
tapped a pair of RBI singles and
scored twice.

July 15, 2004: The Westfield Se-
nior American Legion baseball team
employed strong pitching and key
offense to overcome Linden, 6-2.
Brandon Cuba found success with
his fastball and curveball, allowing
six hits and three walks, while fan-
ning one on 74 pitches in his four
innings. Billy Hearon held Linden
hitless in two innings, while fanning
two and walking one. Mike Streamon

halted Linden with seven pitches in
the seventh to ice the victory.

July 19, 2002: The Westfield Le-
gion baseball team defeated Berke-
ley Heights, 14-8, in Westfield in its
final regular-season game. Ben Koket
(3-for-4) and Mike Sofka (4-for-4)
totaled seven RBI.

July 18, 2001: Although the
Westfield Blue Devils and Westfield
White 12-year-old baseball teams
each had opportunities, the Blue Dev-
ils capitalized with a five-run third
inning and went on to claim a 6-4
victory at Gumbert Field. Erick Hoens
and John Ramalho had two hits and a
run scored each for the Blue.
Nathaniel Roquet had two of the
White’s four hits and scored two runs,
while Jimmy Ponce swiped three
bases.

July 18, 2000: Kevin Zipler zapped
a two-run single in the bottom of the
seventh to give Russell Road/Sun
Tavern an 8-7, knee-quivering vic-
tory over Marian Avenue in Fanwood
Old Men’s Association action at La
Grande Park. Marian slugger Gary
Pancoast pounded a three-run homer.

July 16, 1999: Third baseman John
Chupko made a startling bare-handed,
running, morale sparking stab of a
foul ball in the fifth inning and St.
Michael kept chipping away offen-
sively to pull out a 13-12, come-
from-behind victory over St. Paul in
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Softball League
action at Brookside Park. Norm
Hansen provided major offensive
clout as he hammered a two-run home
run, ripped two singles and totaled
four RBI.

July 15, 1998: Jason Anderson,
David Weinstein and Tommy Layton
went on an RBI rampage, combining
for 10, and propelled the Westfield
White 10-year-old baseball team to a
22-2 washing of the highly improved
Summit Maroon team at Gumbert
Field. The White solidified its first-
place lead in the Central Jersey All
Star Baseball League with the victory.

David B. Corbin (July 18, 2010 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A STYLISH STRETCH AT FIRST…Park Beverage first baseman Harry Semple
makes a stylish stretch for the putout on Scared Hitless runner Chris Granham.

David B. Corbin (April 2011 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
Chris Tafelski, left, stands with New Jersey State Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) and Jack Martin during a presentation in April.

PRISTINE COLONIAL

Nancy Kronheimer
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD OFFICE • 185 Elm Street • 908-654-7777

Cell: 908-347-8142
nancykronheimer@comcast.net

WESTFIELD. NYC style Chef`s professional kitchen with Wolf, Sub Zero
& Bosch appliances, wet bar, gorgeous granite counters & glass tiled
backsplash. Kitchen rail system for cooking tools & professional lighting.
Integrated audio system in kitchen & throughout home. Bathrooms with
custom tile work, top of the line fixtures, body sprays & towel warmers.
Fabulous location on cul-de-sac, close to schools, town & train. Professionally
landscaped private backyard & custom paver patio.  $1,095,000.

Weichert
Weic he r t

Weic he r t

Weic he r t
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POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

In Business
Since 1986

Westfield’s ONLY
full service used car

sales and repair shop!������
Auto Sales & Repairs
196 Ross Place • Westfield

908-232-9676

www.JEFFSAUTOSALESANDREPAIRS.com

Owned & Operated
by Jeff Deets

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

residential home improvement
specialists

Call for your free design consultation
and estimate. We are fully licensed and

insured. Offering you over 30 years
of experience in the industry.

All types and sizes of jobs

Phone: (862) 216-0686

AII-America
Contractors

PAVING & MASONRY

ASPHALT DRIVEWAYS

BRICK PATIOS

NEW STEPS

BELGIUM BLOCK

NEW STONE WALLS

SAVE $300-$600

ON ANY NEW DRIVEWAY

 732-485-0780

JD’s

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS
UNION COUNTY, NEW JERSEY

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Invitations are extended to qualified Bid-
ders to bid for the following Project:
Raritan Road (Sec. 7), Milling & Top

Course Paving, Contract E2012-1
Major items and approximate quantities

for this project are:
Milling, 2 inch Depth – 8,928 Square

Yards
Superpave Hot Mix Asphalt Surface

Course – 1,160 Tons
Traffic Striping, Thermoplastic – 5,220

Linear Feet
This project will be partially funded by

the New Jersey Department of Transpor-
tation, Bureau of Local Aid.

Bids will be accepted only by mail or in
person to the Office of the Township Clerk,
Scotch Plains Municipal  Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey
07076 (ATTN:  Bozena Lacina, Township
Clerk) until 10:00 a.m. on August 9, 2012.
The Township of Scotch Plains (hereinaf-
ter “Township”) shall not be responsible for
any bid mailed which is lost in transit or
delivered late by the Postal Service or
other delivery service. At the above time,
the bids will be publicly opened and read
aloud. All bids must be presented in sealed
envelopes, clearly marked “Bid for
RARITAN ROAD (SEC. 7), MILLING &
TOP COURSE PAVING - CONTRACT
E2012-1, 430 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, New Jersey 07076”. No bid will be
received after the time and date specified.
After receipt of bids, no bid may be with-
drawn within sixty (60) days after the date
of the bid opening except if provided for
herein. The bid of any Bidder who con-
sents to an extension may be held for
consideration for a longer period of time as
may be agreed upon between Bidder and
the Township.

All bids must be on the bid forms provided
by the Township of Scotch Plains in the Bid
Package. Plans and specifications for this
work may be examined at the Office of the
Township Engineer, Municipal Building, 430
Park Avenue, Scotch Plains, New Jersey,
during business hours, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m., beginning July 25, 2012, and pur-
chased for a $25.00 non-refundable fee.

Bid proposals and all required docu-
ments must be completed and submitted
by the date as set forth above. All docu-
ments in the enclosed Bid Package must
accompany the bid proposal. Additionally,
a certified check, cashier’s check or bid
bond issued by a responsible bank, trust
company or insurance company, payable
to the Township of Scotch Plains shall be

submitted with each bid as a guaranty that
if a contract is awarded the Bidder shall
execute said Contract. The Bid Security
shall be in the amount of ten percent (10%)
of the total amount of the bid or Twenty-
Thousand Dollars ($20,000.00), whichever
is lower. All bid Security, except the Bid
Security of the three (3) apparent lowest
responsible Bidders shall, if requested in
writing, be returned after ten (10) days
from the opening of the bids (Sundays and
holiday excepted) and the bids of such
Bidders shall be considered withdrawn.

The Township reserves the right to re-
ject any or all bids, and to waive immaterial
informalities, or to accept any bid which, in
the opinion of the Township of Scotch
Plains, will be in the best interest of the
Township all in accordance with the New
Jersey Local Public Contracts Law N.J.S.A.
40A:11-1 et  seq.  In the event of an equal
or tie bid, the Township shall award the bid
to the Bidder which, in the Township’s sole
discretion, best serves the interest of the
Township. The Township also reserves
the right to reject any and all bids if suffi-
cient funds are not available and/or appro-
priated. The selected Bidder, will, within
seven (7) days of award of the bid, enter
into an appropriate contact with the Town-
ship.

All Bidders must comply with N.J.S.A.
10:5-31 et seq. and N.J.A.C. 17:27, relat-
ing to Equal Employment Opportunities.
All Bidders must also comply with the
Americans With Disability Act, where ap-
plicable.

All Bidders must be registered with the
New Jersey Department of Labor to en-
gage in public work as defined in the re-
quirements listed under N.J.S.A. 34:11-
56.51 through  56.55, as well as N.J.A.C.
12:62-1.1.

All Bidders must comply with P.L. 2004,
c. 57 and be registered with the N. J.
Division of Revenue. Each bid must be
accompanied by a State of New Jersey
Business registration certificate for the
contractor and any subcontractor. Any bid
submitted without the aforesaid business
registration certificate shall be rejected
according to law.

Where applicable, prevailing wage rate
shall be paid to all workers on the job as per
N.J.A.C. 34:11-56, 25 et seq.

BY ORDER OF THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS OF THE COUNTY OF
UNION, STATE OF NEW JERSEY.
Robert LaCosta
Acting Municipal Manager

Bozena Lacina
Co-Acting Municipal Manager

Township Clerk
1 T - 7/19/12, The Times Fee: $104.55

PUBLIC NOTICE
Collector of Taxes of ROSELLE, and State
of New Jersey to PARK FINANCE, LLC
and subsequently assigned to plaintiff,
PARK FINANCE, LLC. This covers real
estate located in ROSELLE, County of
UNION, and State of New Jersey, known
as LOT 3 BLOCK 703 as shown on the Tax
Assessment Map and Tax Map duplicate
of ROSELLE. and concerns premises com-
monly known as 502 EAST 1ST AVE,
ROSELLE, New Jersey.

YOU, LILLIE M. BAKER A/K/A LILLIE
MAE ARMSTEAD, HER HEIRS, DEVI-
SEES AND PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY OF
THEIR SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT, TITLE
AND INTEREST and STANLEY BAKER,
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS
IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, are
made party defendants to the above fore-
closure action because you are the own-
ers of a property which is the subject of the
above entitled action.

YOU, DEBORAH COP, are made party
defendant to the above foreclosure action
because on May 18, 1995, a child support
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Middlesex County, by
Middlesex Co Bd Social Servs and Deborah
Cop against James Baker. Said judgment
was entered as Judgment No. J-261157-
1995, CS52197673A. Said judgment is
subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

YOU, MAUREEN BAKER, are made
party defendant to the above foreclosure
action because on October 16, 1998, a
judgment was entered in the Superior Court
of New Jersey, Morris County, by Maureen
Baker against James Baker disclosing a
debt in the amount of $4,421.10, plus
costs. Said judgment was entered as Judg-
ment No. J-270454-1998. Said judgment
is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.

AND you, MAUREEN BAKER, are fur-
ther made party defendant to the above
foreclosure action because on October 16,
1998, a judgment was entered in the Supe-
rior Court of New Jersey, Morris County, by
Maureen Baker against James Baker dis-
closing a debt in the amount of $3,358.60,
plus costs.  Said judgment was entered as
Judgment No. J-270457-1998. Said judg-
ment is subordinate to the Plaintiff’s lien.
DATED:  July 13, 2012

Jennifer M. Perez, Clerk
of the Superior Court of New Jersey

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 7/19/12, The Leader Fee: $105.06

PUBLIC NOTICEPUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-8845-11
FILE NO. 13533-11

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANT

(L.S.) STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
LILLIE M. BAKER A/K/A
LILLIE MAE ARMSTEAD, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; STANLEY BAKER,
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; DEBORAH COP;
MAUREEN BAKER;

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED AND
REQUIRED to serve upon PELLEGRINO
AND FELDSTEIN, LLC, plaintiff’s attor-
neys, whose address is 290 Route 46
West, Denville, New Jersey, an Answer to
the Amended Complaint filed in a Civil
Action, in which PARK FINANCE, LLC is
the plaintiff and LILLIE M. BAKER A/K/A
LILLIE MAE ARMSTEAD, HER HEIRS,
ET ALS; are defendants, pending in the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Chancery
Division, UNION County and bearing
Docket No. F-8845-11 within thirty-five (35)
days after July 19, 2012 exclusive of such
date. If you fail to answer or appear in
accordance with Rule 4:4-6, Judgment by
Default may be rendered against you for
relief demanded in the Amended Com-
plaint. You shall file your Answer and Proof
of Service in duplicate with the Clerk of the
Superior Court of New Jersey, Hughes
Justice Complex - CN 971, Trenton, New
Jersey 08625, in accordance with the Rules
of Civil Practice and Procedure.

You are further advised that if you are
unable to obtain an attorney you may com-
municate with the Lawyer Referral Service
of the County of Venue and that if you
cannot afford an attorney, you may com-
municate with the Legal Services Office of
the County of Venue. The telephone num-
ber of such agencies are as follows: Law-
yer Referral Service 908-353-4715 - Legal
Services Office 908-354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing the following tax
sale certificate:

1. A certain tax certificate 09-009, sold
on 6/24/2009, dated 6/24/2009, and was
recorded on 8/5/2009 in Book 12758 at
Page 478, made by JOSEPH P. SKELLY,

Local Student Attends
Leadership Workshop
SELINSGROVE, Pa. — Amanda

Sovany, of Fanwood, participated in
an educational seven-day course in
business leadership at Susquehanna
University’s Sigmund Weis School
of Business July 8-14.

The Leadership Institute for Entre-
preneurship (LIFE) offers a hands-
on introduction to the decision-mak-
ing components of entrepreneurship.
As a member of a small team, Amanda
created and managed a company in a
competitive environment. Teams
made decisions about company
policy, marketing, product develop-
ment, market research, pricing and
production. The week culminated in
team presentations describing the
dynamics of each company’s man-
agement process and assessment of
each company’s performance.

Faculty from Susquehanna’s
Sigmund Weis School of Business,
business professionals and entrepre-
neurs served as guest speakers and
advisers. The program was open to
students on a competitive basis enter-
ing grades 10 through 12. Students
were selected based on recommen-
dations, academic skills, leadership
qualities and future career aspira-
tions.

Amanda, the daughter of Steve and
Sharon Sovany, of Fanwood, will be
a senior at Mount Saint Mary’s Acad-
emy in the fall.

GOLD MEDALS… Westfield High School announced that two recent graduates,
Kevin Oster and Alex Goldschmidt, pictured, left to right, achieved gold medals
in the National Latin exam for the past four consecutive years. Alex will be
attending Tufts University in Massachusetts and Kevin is headed to Vanderbilt
University in Tennessee.

Wesleyan Announces
Dean’s List

MIDDLETOWN, Conn. - Marisa
Stotter, a member of Westfield High
School, Class of 2009, was named to
the Dean’s List of Wesleyan Univer-
sity for the Spring 2012 semester.
Students are placed on the Dean’s
List for maintaining high academic
achievement. Marisa, an English
major, was a former summer intern at
The Westfield Leader.

In addition to her academic stud-
ies, Marisa has been an editor of and
regular contributor to the Los Ange-
les-based entertainment website
GeekWeek.com, and written for
ScreenCrave.com and PikiGeek.com,
two other entertainment industry
websites. She is an intern this sum-
mer in Los Angeles for Valhalla En-
tertainment, the producer of “The
Terminator” film franchise, “Aliens,”
and the AMC cable series The Walk-
ing Dead.

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

An ordinance was introduced by the
Town Council of the Town of Westfield on
July 10, 2012. Copies of this ordinance
can be obtained without cost in the Town
Clerk’s Office at the Westfield Town Hall,
425 East Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey during normal business hours.

GENERAL ORDINANCE NO. 1990
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND
THE CODE OF THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, CHAPTER 13

Summary: This ordinance implements
traffic regulations including restrictions for
parking in the Westfield High School area.

This ordinance is scheduled for adop-
tion on August 7, 2012 at 8:00 p.m. or as
soon thereafter as said matter can be
reached, in the Council Chambers, Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey, at which time and
place any person who may be interested
therein will be given an opportunity to be
heard concerning said ordinance.

Claire J. Gray
Town Clerk

1 T - 7/19/12, The Leader Fee: $24.48

Education News

PIANO FOR SALE

Like new
WEBER UPRIGHT PIANO

and bench, maple wood, needs
tuning. A delight to own! $800

Call (908) 432-9875

YARD SALE

Sun., July 22, 8:00am-1:00pm
(NO early birds)

624 East Broad Street, Westfield
Glider, crib, changing table,
rocking horse, boys bicycle

EDUCATION & CHILD CARE
Seeking PT Staff for Fall
openings - Teachers, Asst.
Teachers, After Care Site
Coordinators & Lead
Counselors for locations in
Westfield, Mountainside &
Garwood. Mon.–Fri., Vari. hrs.
YMCA membership  &
child care disc. elig. Apply:

Westfield Area Y
220 Clark St.

Westfield, NJ 07090
fax (908) 232-3306 or

rcastellone@westfieldynj.org
Women & Minorities are
encouraged to apply. EOE.

EXPERIENCED BABYSITTER

21 yr old, fun & mature college
student available. to babysit
weekdays and weeknights F/T
or P/T. New SUV, swims, cooks,
has references and experience
with newborns. $12/hr + gas.
Now thru 8/17. (908) 723-3982.

320 CLK 2005, Mint condition
convertible, 2 Door, Silver, Black
interior with wood grain details,
34,000 miles, garaged & stored
during winters...never seen salt.
5 speed automatic. Heated leather
seats. Harman Kardon surround
sound system. Asking $20,500
or best offer. (908) 310-8888

LIKE NEW BENZ CONVERTIBLE

FREELANCERS  WANTED
Strong, detail-oriented writers
with professional demeanor
needed to cover local
government meetings. Must be
able to meet deadlines, know
how to write a lead, and take
an active interest in their beats
in order to develop news
stories. Please email
resume and clips to:

editor@goleader.com

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

Are you tired? Let me help you!
Experience & Excellent Work

Residential, Apartments,
Commercial, Offices

Free Estimates 100% Guaranteed
References Available

(908) 361-0335

DAYSI’S CLEANING SERVICES

HOUSE CLEANING
Do you need someone to clean
your house, apartment or
Condo?  We are your team!
We’re a reliable couple with
excellent references. Free
Estimates. (862) 307-3481

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

Supplement your income with your
own financial rewarding business.
We are the leading anti-aging and
nutritional supplement companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from your home - part-time.
Corporate and personal training
provided. For information call:
(908) 665-2527.

HEALTHCARE CLASSES

CNA classes start mornings
August 1st, evenings July 25th,

weekends August 11th.
CHHA, classes start evenings

August 27th.
NCLEX RN/PN REVIEW

weekends starting August 12th.
MEDICATION AIDE classes

start July 23rd.
High Success Rates

Humane Concepts Healthcare
(908) 688-8184 or (908) 265-9803

ERRANDS & MORE

Helping Time for Seniors &
Disabled, Light Housekeeping,
Shopping, Doctors Appointments.
Reliable, Excellent references.

(732) 855-9543

WINDOW TREATMENTS

Beautiful Window Treatments
Fine Upholstry

Faux Artistic Painting
Interior Design Services

(732) 726-0241

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

NOTICE OF HEARING

Please take notice that on the 6th of
August 2012, at 7:30 p.m., a hearing will be
held before the Planning Board of the
Town of Westfield, New Jersey at the Mu-
nicipal Building, 425 East Broad Street,
Westfield, New Jersey on application made
by Darin D. Pinto, Esq. on behalf of the
Estate of Edith Matino for a Minor Subdivi-
sion per the requirements of the Westfield
Land Use Ordinance. The Applicant seeks
a Minor Subdivision for the creation of two
lots and site plan approval so as to permit
the subdivision of the existing lot located at
760 West Broad Street, Westfield, New
Jersey, Block 2740, Lot 30.01 on the Mu-
nicipal Tax Map, located in an RS-6 Zone.

Applicant does not seek any variances.
All documents relating to this application

may be inspected by the public between
the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, in the office of the
Town Engineer, 959 North Avenue West,
Westfield, New Jersey.

Any interested party may appear at said
hearing and participate therein in accor-
dance with the Rules of the Board.

Darin D. Pinto, Esq.
Attorney for Applicant
Estate of Edith Matino

376 South Avenue East
Westfield, New Jersey 07090

(908) 317-940
1 T - 7/19/12, The Leader Fee: $31.11

Reading is Good For You

goleader.com/subscribe

SUNY New Paltz
Announces Dean’s List

NEW PALTZ, N.Y. - The follow-
ing local resident was named to the
Dean’s List at the State University of
New York at New Paltz for the Spring
2012 semester.

Max Narotzky, of Westfield, ma-
jors is History.

CLASSIFIEDS
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Spencer Savings Bank
Recognizes Local Student

Saint Peter’s Preparatory
Announces 2012 Graduates

GARWOOD – Spencer Savings
Bank, a community bank headquar-
tered in Elmwood Park, announced
the winners of its annual scholarship
program. Among the winners is local
student Joseph Brecht, who attended
Lincoln Middle School in Garwood.
Spencer Savings Bank granted Jo-
seph with a $500 Coverdell Educa-
tion Savings Account (CESA) as a
reward for the hard work he has shown
throughout the entirety of his educa-
tional career and his dedication to the
community’s growth and well-being.

Since the program was founded in
2002, Spencer Savings Bank has
awarded a total of $248,000 in schol-
arships to youths in the communities
it serves. This year, Spencer Savings
Bank’s $22,500 scholarship fund was
divided among 15 high school stu-
dents and 15 middle school students
located within the bank’s communi-
ties. The criteria assessed in deter-
mining the quality of the candidate
consisted of the applicants’ academic
record, history of community service
and future interest in a career in busi-
ness, finance or banking.

“Joseph demonstrated excellence in
academic achievement and showed
continuous dedication to our commu-
nity,” said José B. Guerrero, President,
Chairman and CEO of Spencer Sav-
ings Bank. “We are proud to support
the future goals of such deserving stu-
dents through our scholarship program,
as we are confident they will continue
to contribute to and support our com-
munity for many years to come.”

Centered on generating growth
through reinvestment of local depos-
its into the community, Spencer Sav-
ings Bank proudly supports local
business and workforce initiatives,
civic groups, charitable organizations,
youth programs, and other commu-
nity-focused organizations.

For more information on the schol-
arship program and additional pro-

grams established to benefit local
communities, or to learn more about
Spencer Savings Bank and its per-
sonalized banking options, please
visit www.spencersavings.com.

JERSEY CITY – Saint Peter’s Pre-
paratory School celebrated its 134th
Commencement at Saint Peter’s Col-
lege on June 9. Of the 223 graduates,
included were the following eleven
local residents:

Fanwood: Jacob Dombroski, son
of Tress Ann and Charles Dombroski,
will attend Philadelphia University.
A consistent Honor Roll student and
member of the Art Club, Jacob also
won the Silver Medal in Art. While at
Prep, Jacob participated in cross coun-
try, track, and rugby as well as intra-
mural sports. He attended both the
Emmaus and Kairos retreats and made
a mission trip to West Virginia with
Habitat for Humanity.

Mountainside: Matthew Apicella,
son of Laura and Francis Apicella,
will attend The College of the Holy
Cross. Matthew played football for
four years at Prep and was a member
of Marauder Nation, the Petrean and
Petroc, the Microfinance Bank and
the Baseball Club. Michael McGee,
son of Diane and Thomas McGee,
will attend Saint Joseph’s University.
Michael was the Marauder, the head
of Prep’s spirit club, Marauder Na-
tion. He was a member of the Cam-
pus Ministry Team and he partici-
pated in bowling, baseball, basket-
ball, football and rugby.

Westfield: James Doyle, son of
Nancy and John Doyle, will attend
Saint Joseph’s University. James
played hockey at Prep. Michael
Giacone, son of Jean and Michael
Giacone, will attend Boston College.
Michael played football at Prep and
was the captain in his senior year. He

won the 2012 Hudson County Inter-
national Athletic League Scholar-Ath-
lete Award. William Hedley, IV, son of
Mary Ellen and William Hedley, will
attend Saint Joseph’s University. Wil-
liam played football, ran indoor track
and played Rugby. He was a member
of the Campus Ministry Team and Big
Brothers. Kevin Larkin, son of Karen
and Kevin Larkin, will attend East
Stroudsburg University. Kevin played
soccer and rugby at Prep and ran in-
door track. He was a member of both
the Anime and the Gaming clubs.
Martin Monaco, son of Margaret
Monaco and Martin Monaco, will at-
tend Franklin and Marshall College.
He played football and lacrosse and
was captain of the lacrosse team. He
also participated in Campus Ministry
retreats. Anthony Pafumi, son of Paula
and Sal Pafumi, will attend Rutgers
University, New Brunswick. He played
football and wrestled at Prep and par-
ticipated in the Emmaus Retreat. Rob-
ert Slaski, son of Carolyn and Robert
Slaski, will attend Emerson College.
Robert had the lead role in many Prep
plays. He played tennis, was a mem-
ber of Marauder Nation, and attended
the Emmaus and Kairos retreats.
Alexander Williams, son of Sharon
Williams and Stuart Williams, will
attend the University of Scranton.
Alexander played football and lacrosse
and attended the Emmaus retreat.

CONGRATULATIONS…Saint Peter’s Preparatory School celebrated its 134th
Commencement at which time eleven local residents graduated. Pictured, bottom
row, left to right, are: James Doyle, Jacob Dombroski, Kevin Larkin and
Anthony Pafumi. Pictured, top row, left to right, are: Matthew Apicella, Michael
McGee, Martin Monaco, Michael Giacone and Alex Williams. Not pictured are
William Hedley and Robert Slaski.

Union County College’s
Biddar Receives Award

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE…Union County College President Margaret M.
McMenamin, left, and Victor M. Richel, right, Chair of the College’s Board of
Trustees, honor Dr. Patricia Biddar as a recipient of the 2012 NISOD Excellence
Award.

CRANFORD – This past spring,
at the Annual International Confer-
ence on Teaching and Leadership
Excellence, Dr. Patricia Biddar, Ex-
ecutive Director of Institutional As-
sessment, Planning, and Research at
Union County College, was hon-
ored as a recipient of the 2012 Na-
tional Institute for Staff and Organi-
zational Development (NISOD)
Excellence Award. Since its incep-
tion in 1989, NISOD has empha-
sized the importance of teaching and
leadership excellence in institutions
of higher education. The awards are

given annually to faculty, staff, and
administrators who are innovators
in teaching and learning.

The Excellence Award tradition
allows NISOD member presidents
the ability to select an individual at
their college who has defined the
best in teaching and learning prac-
tices that encourage student achieve-
ment. This individual has contrib-
uted towards student success and
the College’s mission. Dr. Biddar
was honored by the College’s Board
of Trustees at their June 2012 meet-
ing.

UCC Board Vice Chair,
James Perry, Honored

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP…President Margaret M. McMenamin, left, and
Victor M. Richel, right, Chair of the Union County College Board of Trustees,
congratulate James Perry on his Lifetime Membership to the Association of
Community College Trustees.

CRANFORD – At the Union
County College’s June 26 meeting of
the Boards of Governors and Trust-
ees, Jim Perry received a Lifetime
Membership to the Association of
Community College Trustees
(ACCT).

Mr. Perry, of Plainfield, has been a
member of the Union County Col-
lege Board since 1992 when he joined
as an appointed member by the Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers. In his 20 years of service, he has
been a key member, chairing the Edu-
cation Planning and Policy Commit-
tee, as well as serving as Vice Chair of

the Board of Trustees.
Jim has served as a Trustee Ambas-

sador for the New Jersey Council of
County Colleges for many years. As
a Trustee Ambassador, he meets regu-
larly with state legislators and mem-
bers of the State’s congressional del-
egation advocating on behalf of the
State’s 19 community colleges.

Since 2006, he has been the North-
east Regional Chair of ACCT. In this
capacity, Jim has been a member of
the organization’s Board of Direc-
tors. The Board establishes policies
that supervise, control and direct the
affairs of ACCT.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT

Notice is hereby given that Westfield
Board of Adjustment adopted resolutions
at the meeting on July 9, 2012 for the
following applications decided at a the
meeting on June 11, 2012.

Arida Properties, Inc., 131 South Euclid
Avenue. Applicant sought Preliminary and
Final Site Plan approval to construct two
one-story additions and an open front porch
contrary to the following Sections of the
Land Use Ordinance:

§11.20E1 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot width of 100 feet. Proposed is 80
feet.

§11.20E3 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot frontage of 100 feet. Proposed is
80 feet.

§11.20E5 - Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard of 60.9 feet. Proposed is +
51.1 feet.

§11.20E9 - Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum floor area ratio of 16.67%. Proposed
is 19.97%.

§11.20E11- Ordinance allows a maxi-
mum improvements coverage of 50%. Pro-
posed is 50.2%

§17.02B2 - Ordinance requires, by zone,
18 parking spaces. Proposed are 11
spaces.

§17.02C5 - Ordinance requires, by use,
20 parking spaces. Proposed are 11
spaces.

§17.03C4 - Ordinance requires a drive-
way parking setback of 5 feet. Proposed is
1.5 feet and 4.8 feet.

Application approved as amended with
conditions.

Alan and Carol Schwartz, 27 Mohawk
Trail. Applicant sought approval to con-
struct a one story addition on the rear of the
house contrary to Sections 11.08E6,
11.08E7, and 12.04F1 of the Land Use
Ordinance to allow a side yard setback of
9.7 feet where 10 feet is required, to allow
a rear yard setback of 30 feet 8 inches
where 35 feet is required and to allow a
building coverage of 21.8% where a maxi-
mum of 20 % is allowed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

YMCA of Westfield, 111 Ferris Place.
Applicant is seeking conditional use vari-

ance approval to use the building for ad-
ministrative offices. Applicant is seeking
variance relief from the following Sections
of the Land Use Ordinance:

§17.02D – Ordinance requires 1 barrier
free parking space. Proposed are 0 barrier
free parking spaces.

§17.03C – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum setback for parking areas of 10 feet.
Proposed is 2.75 feet.

§17.05B – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum driveway width for two-way traffic of
20 feet. Proposed is 9 feet.

§17.07 – Ordinance requires granite
block curbing for parking areas. Granite
block curbing is not proposed.

§11.12A – Ordinance permits residen-
tial use. Proposed is office use.

§18.11C – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot area of 45,000 square feet plus an
additional 150 square feet of lot area for
each 15 square feet of gross floor area in
excess of 1,500 square feet of gross floor
area. Proposed is 8,586 square feet.

§18.11D – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum lot frontage of 200 feet. Proposed is
68.87 feet.

§18.11F – Ordinance requires the maxi-
mum coverage by improvements not ex-
ceed 50%. Proposed is approximately
63.4%.

§18.11G – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum front yard of 28.5 feet. Proposed is
20.5 feet.

§18.11H – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum side yard equal to the height of the
building or 25 feet whichever is greater.
Proposed is 14.6 feet.

§18.11I – Ordinance requires a mini-
mum rear yard equal to the height of the
building or 50 feet whichever is greater.
Proposed is 46.9 feet.

§16.04E5 – Ordinance does not allow
free standing office signage. Free stand-
ing signage is proposed. Application ap-
proved with conditions.

Plans and applications are on file in the
office of the Town Engineer, 959 North
Avenue West, Westfield, New Jersey and
may be seen Monday through Friday from
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Kathleen Nemeth
Secretary, Board of Adjustment

1 T - 7/19/12, The Leader Fee: $89.76

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

SEALED PROPOSALS WILL BE RE-
CEIVED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL
OF THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD AT THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 425 EAST
BROAD STREET, WESTFIELD, NEW
JERSEY, AT 10:00 A.M., PREVAILING
TIME ON TUESDAY, AUGUST 7, 2012
FOR:

INSTALLATION OF POLY-
MER CEMENT SLURRY SUR-
FACING

PROPOSALS SHALL BE IN WRITING
ON THE FORMS FURNISHED AND MUST
BE DELIVERED AT THE PLACE AND
BEFORE THE HOUR ABOVE MEN-
TIONED, AND MUST BE ACCOMPANIED
BY A CERTIFIED CHECK, OR BID BOND,
PAYABLE TO THE TOWN OF
WESTFIELD, IN THE AMOUNT OF
$500.00.  EACH BID MUST ALSO BE
ACCOMPANIED BY A SURETY COM-
PANY CERTIFICATE STATING THAT
SAID SURETY COMPANY WILL PRO-
VIDE THE BIDDER WITH THE REQUIRED
PERFORMANCE BOND IN THE FULL
AMOUNT OF THE CONTRACT, BY A
NON-COLLUSION AFFIDAVIT AND A
CONTRACTOR’S QUALIFICATION
STATEMENT, AND A STATEMENT OF
OWNERSHIP, ON THE FORMS IN-
CLUDED IN, AND EXPLAINED IN THE
CONTRACT DOCUMENTS.

BIDDERS ARE REQUIRED TO COM-
PLY WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF
N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 ET SEQ. AND N.J.A.C.
17:27 AND MUST PAY WORKMEN THE
PREVAILING WAGE RATES PROMUL-
GATED BY THE NEW JERSEY STATE
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND INDUS-
TRY FOR THIS PROJECT, COPIES OF
WHICH ARE ON FILE IN THE OFFICE OF
THE TOWN ENGINEER.

ALL BIDDERS MUST SUBMIT WITH
THEIR BID A COPY OF THEIR NEW
JERSEY BUSINESS REGISTRATION
CERTIFICATE. FAILURE TO SUBMIT
PROOF OF REGISTRATION WILL DIS-
QUALIFY THE BID.

SPECIFICATIONS MAY BE SEEN OR
OBTAINED AT THE OFFICE OF THE
TOWN ENGINEER, PUBLIC WORKS
CENTER, 959 NORTH AVENUE WEST,
WESTFIELD, NEW JERSEY.  THE
MAYOR AND COUNCIL RESERVE THE
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS,
IF IN THE INTEREST OF THE TOWN, IT
IS DEEMED ADVISABLE TO DO SO.

KRIS J. MCALOON
TOWN ENGINEER

1 T - 7/19/12, The Leader Fee: $52.53

FEATHERED FRIENDS…Students in the pre-school class of the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts Summer Workshop, held this year at Roosevelt Inter-
mediate School in Westfield, curiously observe the chicks which hatched in
their classroom. The dozen eggs were delivered at the beginning of the Work-
shop and pre-schoolers anxiously awaited the arrival of their new-found
feathered friends. The hands-on science project was an innovative addition to
their curriculum this year.

Scialabba Selected as
Student Marshal

SYRACUSE, N.Y. - Erin Christine
Scialabba of Westfield, was named a
2012 student marshal for Syracuse
University’s S.I. Newhouse School
of Public Communications.

Student marshals are selected an-
nually by each of the University’s 11
schools and colleges on the basis of
academic achievement, involvement
in student organizations, and campus
and community service. Student mar-
shals have the honor of leading the
procession of graduates from his or
her school or college into the SU
commencement ceremony.

Erin received a bachelor’s degree in
magazine journalism at the May 12
commencement ceremony, and was
also recognized as a Newhouse Scholar,
a designation presented to students for
outstanding strength as a scholar.

Erin Christine Scialabba  Roosevelt Students
Earn Perfect
Report Cards

WESTFIELD – Roosevelt In-
termediate School announced that
the following eighth grade gradu-
ates received straight As for all
three years from 2009-2012:

Claire Cassie, Kayla Derman,
Gwyneth Devin, Sidharth
Eleswarapu, Kevin Frega, Jacob
Furst, Kenneth Hoerle, Alison
Jaruzelski, Catherine King, Patrick
Korth, Rachel Mattessich, Sarah
Morton, Julia Myers, Margaux
Natiello and Haley Sharlow.

Two more Education items
on Page 16
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– Obituaries –
James T. Dettre, 80, Family Man; Had
Long Career With Johnson & Johnson
James Thomas Dettre, 80, of

Westfield passed away peacefully
at Overlook Medical Center in Sum-
mit on Tuesday, July 10, 2012, sur-
rounded by his loving family and
after many long and
courageous battles
against prolonged ill-
nesses.

Jim was born in
Philadelphia, Pa. to
Thomas and Emma
Dettre, graduating
from Upper Moreland
High School in Willow
Grove, Pa. in 1949 and
from Drexel University
in 1955 with a
bachelor’s degree in
business administra-
tion. He began his professional ca-
reer for Vick Chemical Company as
a traveling salesman on the West
Coast, which helped to inspire his
love of travel. Jim’s long and suc-
cessful tenure at Johnson & Johnson
began in 1959. He was a true “com-
pany man,” bringing a great pas-
sion and dedication to his work in
the marketing and promotion of J &
J baby and personal care products.

Jim’s long and active retirement
from Director of Communications
at J & J’s Consumer Products Com-
pany began in 1990, and included
providing his time and talent to the
Touch Research Institute, Holy Re-
deemer Home Care, Drexel Uni-
versity, and most especially the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra.

An avid sports fan, Jim loved the
St. Louis Cardinals, and also en-
joyed basketball, tennis and foot-
ball. He derived great joy from
spending time with family and
friends, as well as traveling, read-
ing, music and movies. Jim espe-
cially enjoyed trips with family and
friends to the Delaware shore and
Vermont’s Green Mountains. His
kind, gentle and generous nature has
been a source of joy, comfort and
peace to many. He was a true gentle-
man in every sense of the word.

Jim was predeceased by his par-
ents in 1975 and his brother, Rob-
ert, in 2009. He is survived by his
loving and devoted children, son
Thomas and his partner, Robert

Johnson, of Essex Junction, Vt. and
daughter Joanne Turner and her
husband, Stuart, of Westfield; his
beloved grandchildren, Olivia,
Carson and Camille, and his long-

time companion, Carol
Tener.

A funeral service took
place yesterday,
Wednesday, July 18, at
St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church in Westfield, fol-
lowed by interment at
Fairview Cemetery in
Westfield.

Donations in lieu of
flowers may be made to
the Parkinson’s Disease
Foundation at
www.pdf.org. For further

information, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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James T. Dettre

Elaine Gould, Was Longtime Resident;
Enjoyed Family, Travel and Reading

Elaine L. Gould (née Monti) passed
away peacefully on Saturday, July
14. Elaine was born in New York City
and grew up and lived
in Westfield for over
50 years. She moved
to Roselle Park in
1998, where she con-
tinued to live in close
proximity of her chil-
dren and grandchil-
dren.

After graduating
from Westfield High
School and Katharine
Gibbs, she was em-
ployed by
MacPherson Controls Products.

In 1960, Elaine was married to
Frederick T. Gould (Duke) and raised
three children, Karen, wife of Donald
Bachert, Jeff and Chris, husband of
Jackie Gould. Elaine enjoyed her four

grandchildren, Brandon and Morgan
Gould and Trevor and Sarah Bachert.
She was an avid reader and loved

family vacations in Stone
Harbor, N.J. and other travel.
She also enjoyed lifelong
friendships with many child-
hood and high school friends.

A service was held on Tues-
day, July 17, at the Higgins
and Bonner Echo Lake Fu-
neral Home, 582 Springfield
Avenue in Westfield. Crema-
tion was private. In lieu of
flowers, the family requests
donations in her memory to
Roselle Park First Aid Squad,

535 Laurel Avenue, Roselle Park,
N.J. 07204.

Condolences can be sent to the
family at
www.higginsandbonner.com.
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Elaine L. Gould

Anthony Bianco, 93, U.S. Army Veteran;
Had Owned Barber Shops In Westfield
Anthony “Tony” Bianco, 93,

passed away peacefully on Thurs-
day, April 19, 2012, at Bethesda Hos-
pital in Boynton Beach, Fla.

Relatives and friends are kindly
invited to the memorial mass at 10
a.m. on Saturday, July 21, 2012, at St.
Helen’s Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield. Interment of cremains will
follow at St. Mary Cemetery in
Plainfield.

Mr. Bianco was a resident of
Westfield until 1980, when he retired
to Delray Beach, Fla. He was a vet-
eran of World War II, serving in the
U.S. Army.

Tony was the owner of Tony’s Bar-
ber Shop and the Colonial Barber
Shop, both in Westfield, for many
years and was a member of the Asso-
ciated Master Barbers of New Jersey,
where he held various positions on

their executive board. He enjoyed
gardening.

Tony was predeceased by his wife,
Mildred, in 2000 and his son,
Raymond, in 1990.

He is survived by his son, Vincent,
and his wife, Barbara, and his daugh-
ters, Elsie Powell and her husband,
Dennis, and Noreen Lund and her
husband, Albert. He also will be
deeply missed by his eight grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren.

Memorial donations in his memory
may be made either to the Wounded
Warrior Project, P.O. Box 758517,
Topeka, KS 66675 or to the Hospice
of Palm Beach County, Florida, 5300
East Avenue, West Palm Beach, FL
33407.

For further information, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12002856

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-5205-10

Plaintiff: PROVIDENT FUNDING ASSOCI-
ATES, L.P.

VS.
Defendant: JOHN J. DEBELLIS, JR; HIROKO

DEBELLIS; PNC BANK, NATIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION; PNC BANK, CONSUMER LOAN CEN-
TER

Sale Date: 08/01/2012
Writ of Execution: 06/01/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***Three Hundred
Seventy-Seven Thousand Eight Hundred Ninety-
Seven and 50/100*** $377,897.50.

The property to be sold is located in the Bor-
ough of New Providence, County of Union and
State of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 30 Fairmount Road,
New Providence, New Jersey 07974.

Tax Lot No: 6 in Block No: 192
Dimension of Lot Approximately: .219 AC
Nearest Cross Street: Central Avenue
Beginning at a point on the southerly side line

of Fairmount Road, therein distant 354.70 feet
southwesterly from the westerly side line of Cen-
tral Avenue, from said point of beginning running
thence.

Prior liens/Encumbrances: Total as of June
21, 2012: $0.00

Total Upset:  ***Three Hundred Ninety-One
Thousand Seven Hundred Fourteen and 49/
100*** $391,714.49 together with lawful interest
and costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 07/05, 07/12, 07/19
& 07/26/12 Fee: $179.52

SHERIFF’S SALE
SHERIFF’S FILE NO.: CH-12002915

SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY
CHANCERY DIVISION

UNION COUNTY
DOCKET NO. F-002172-11

Plaintiff: BAYVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
VS.
Defendant: RAYMOND A. CAPPICCILLE, JR.;

EOLIN CAPPICCILLE A/K/A EOLIN TWEEDIE;
EOLIN T. CAPPICCILLE; RAYBEAT AUDIO
VIDEO (TENNANT)

Sale Date: 08/08/2012
Writ of Execution: 06/25/2012
By virtue of the above-stated writ of execution

to me directed I shall expose for sale by public
vendue, at the UNION COUNTY ADMINISTRA-
TION BUILDING, 1ST FLOOR, 10 ELIZABETH-
TOWN PLAZA, Elizabeth, New Jersey on
WEDNESDAY, at two o’clock in the afternoon of
said day. All successful bidders must have 20%
of their bid available in cash or certified check at
the conclusion of the sales.

The judgment amount is: ***One Hundred
Sixty-Two Thousand Seven Hundred Twenty
and 88/100*** $162,720.88.

The property to be sold is located in the Town-
ship of Scotch Plains, County of Union and State
of New Jersey.

Commonly known as: 1766 East 2nd Street,
Scotch Plains, New Jersey.

Tax Lot No. 27 in Block No. 1201
Dimension of Lot Approximately: 33 x156
Nearest Cross Street: Willow Avenue
Being known and designated as Part of Lot

Nos. 7 & 8, in Block No. 7, on a certain map
entitled “Map of Grand View Park, Township of
Scotch Plains, Union County, New Jersey” filed
in the Office of the Union County Register on
April 1, 1918, as Map No. 184-A, and being
further described as follows:

Beginning at a  point on the Southwesterly line
of East Second Street, at a point therein distant
469.55 feet Northeasterly from its intersection
with the Northeasterly line of Willow Avenue and
running thence.

Prior Liens/Encumbrances: 2012 Qtr 2 Due:
05/01/2012 $1,227.73 Open Plus Penalty

Sewer: Scotch Plains Twp, 430 Park Ave,
Scotch plains, NJ 07076 (908) 322-6700 Acct
01/01/2012-06/30/2012 $126.56 Open Plus Pen-
alty, 07/01/2012-12/31/2012 $156.57 Open and
Due 10/01/2012.

Total Upset:  ***One Hundred Sixty-Six Thou-
sand Two Hundred Eighty-Seven and 96/100***
$166,287.96 together with lawful interest and
costs.

Surplus Money: If after the sale and satisfac-
tion of the mortgage debt, including costs and
expenses, there remains any surplus money, the
money will be deposited into the Superior Court
Trust Fund and any person claiming the surplus,
or any part thereof, may file a motion pursuant to
Court Rules 4:64-3 and 4:57-2 stating the nature
and extent of that person’s claim and asking for
an order directing payment of the surplus money.
The Sheriff or other person conducting the sale
will have information regarding the surplus, if
any.

There is a full legal description on file in the
Union County Sheriff’s Office.

The Sheriff reserves the right to adjourn this
sale for any length of time without further adver-
tisement.

Ralph Froehlich
Sheriff

Attorney:
FEIN, SUCH, KAHN & SHEPARD, PC
7 CENTURY DRIVE
SUITE 201
PARSIPPANY, NEW JERSEY 07054
(973) 538-4700
4 T - 07/12, 07/19, 07/26
& 08/02/12 Fee: $204.00

Trailside Center Continues
Wednesday Matinee Series

MOUNTAINSIDE – The popu-
lar Wednesday Matinee Series at
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter has begun and will continue
weekly through August 15. This
family entertainment series begins
at 1:30 p.m. each week and runs
approximately 45 minutes. All
shows are recommended for chil-
dren ages 4 and older. Admission
is $4 per person and tickets go on
sale at 1 p.m. The Visitor Center
opens at noon. Strollers are not
permitted.

The matinee on July 25 will be
entitled “Rizzo’s Reptiles.” Blend-
ing nature, environment and con-
servation, this program will feature
live snakes, turtles and an alligator.

“Kids in Motion” will take the
stage on August 1. A high-energy,
non-stop musical journey, it will
feature Jo Jo Russell, a DJ who
encourages audience participation.

On August 8, the natural excite-
ment continues with “The Science
of Magic.” Lisa Lou will reveal the
secrets of magnetism, light, air,

condensation, optical illusion and
plenty of other magical tricks up
her sleeve.

“Hocus Pocus” on August 15,
with Joe Fischer,  Magician
Extraordinaire, will be the final
show in the 2012 Wednesday Mati-
nee Series. Mr. Fischer offers a
blend of magic, comedy and ex-
citement and his shows are geared
to children of all ages.

For additional information about
the Wednesday Matinee Series or
other upcoming programs and spe-
cial events, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is lo-
cated at 452 New Providence Road
in Mountainside and is a facility of
the Union County Department of
Parks and Community Renewal.

Edmund W. Bowden, Jr., 88, Manager
Of Labor Relations at Western Electric

Theresa A. Bracuto, 87
Theresa A. Bracuto, 87, passed

away peacefully on Saturday, July
14, 2012, surrounded by her loving
family.

A lifelong resident of Westfield,
Theresa was employed as an accounts
receivable clerk for the Bayer Co. in
Union from 1972 until her retirement
in 1986.

She was predeceased by her sib-
lings, Dr. Peter Cranford, Carmen
Bracuto, Daniel Bracuto,
Bartholomew Bracuto, Michael
Bracuto, Anna Bracuto and Catherine
Khouri.

Theresa is survived by her sisters,
Olympia Bracuto and Margherita
DeGregorio, along with many nieces,
nephews and her extended family of
caregivers at Brandywine at Colts
Neck, where she resided for the last
18 months.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated today, Thursday, July 19,
2012, at 11:15 a.m. at St. Helen’s
Roman Catholic Church in Westfield.
Interment will follow at Fairview
Cemetery in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations in her
memory may be made to St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.

For further information, please visit
www.dooleycolonialfuneralhome.com.
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Edmund Warren Bowden, Jr., 88,
formerly of Westfield, passed away
peacefully at his Greensboro, N.C.
home surrounded by family on Thurs-
day, July 12. Warren was
the son of Edmund War-
ren Bowden, Sr. and Ruth
Larzelere Bowden.

A memorial service
was held at the Centenary
United Methodist Church
in Greensboro. Graveside
service and interment will
be at Fairview Cemetery
in Westfield on Saturday,
July 28, at 11 a.m.

Born in Camden, N.J.
in 1923, Mr. Bowden
lived with his family in
Westfield and graduated
from Westfield High
School in 1941.

His college education at Lehigh
University was interrupted by the
Second World War, when he served
as a captain in the U.S. Army in
Europe. He was an intelligence of-
ficer in the 89th Infantry Division,
where he earned a Bronze Star.

After the war, Warren returned to
Lehigh and graduated in 1948 with a
Bachelor of Science in Industrial
Engineering. He worked most of his
career with Western Electric as Man-
ager of Labor Relations in New York
City and Greensboro. He was mar-
ried to Doris Roeder and after her
death, to Deane Smith, who also pre-
ceded him in death. Warren was an
active member of the Centenary
United Methodist Church and the

Pittard Sunday School Class in
Greensboro. He also was involved in
numerous community, social and
civic organizations. An avid dancer,

he was a longtime mem-
ber of Club 75.

Mr. Bowden is sur-
vived by his children,
Sally Vikner and her
husband, Paul, of Allen-
town, Pa., Susan
Schwarz and her hus-
band, Doug, of
Westfield, Robert
Bowden of Whippany,
N.J. and Judy Stoner
and her husband, Chris,
of Park City, Utah. He
also is survived by a
sister, Barbara Scofield,
and her husband,

Gerald, of Tafton, Pa.; his grandchil-
dren, Mark Vikner and his wife,
Carolyn, Sarah Vikner, Brad Schwarz
and his wife, Mary, Chris Schwarz,
Peggy Logan and her husband, Grant,
Paul Stoner and Rick Stoner, and
great-grandchildren, Hannah, Ben-
jamin and Mason Vikner and Abby
and Isaac Logan.

In lieu of flowers, contributions
may be made to the Centenary United
Methodist Church, 2300 W. Friendly
Avenue, Greensboro, N.C. 27403 or
to Hospice and Palliative Care of
Greensboro, 2500 Summit Avenue,
Greensboro, N.C. 27405. Online con-
dolences may be made at
www.haneslineberryfuneralhomes.com.
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Open House Event on Tap
Sunday at Watchung Stable
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal invite the pub-
lic to attend a free Open House event
at Watchung Stable this Sunday, July
22, from 1 to 4 p.m.

Visitors to the Watchung Stable
Open House will enjoy hayrides, lead-
line rides, riding demonstrations and
other free activities for families of all
ages as they learn about all that
Watchung Stable has to offer. Admis-

sion to the open house will be free of
charge.

Watchung Stable is located at 1160
Summit Lane in Mountainside, in the
Watchung Reservation, the largest
park in the Union County Park Sys-
tem. For further information about
Sunday’s open house event or other
programs and activities at Watchung
Stable, call (908) 789-3665, e-mail
stablequestions@ucnj.org or visit the
Union County website, ucnj.org/
stable.

SPEND SUNDAY AT WATCHUNG STABLE…The Watchung Stable, pictured
above, will host an open house event this Sunday, July 22, from 1 to 4 p.m. A
variety of family activities for all ages will be offered as a way to introduce
members of the community to the Stable and its programs. The Stable is located
at 1160 Summit Lane in Mountainside.

Salvatore Chiarelli

Salvatore Chiarelli Slates
Return Visit to Library

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Me-
morial Library will welcome back
Salvatore Chiarelli on Wednesday,
August 1, at 7 p.m. for
an evening of tradi-
tional, popular and
classical Italian, Nea-
politan and American
songs. This is a re-
scheduled program
from the spring.

Mr. Chiarelli, a na-
tive of New York City,
was vocally trained in
both Italy and New
York City for the op-
era stage. Having only
begun his performing career four
years ago, Mr. Chiarelli already has
been heard on television and radio
as well as on the opera stages of
both North America and Europe.
He has performed as a soloist on

satellite television, reaching 75
countries around the world.

At the very outset of his vocal
training, he was one of
only three tenors chosen
in the United States to par-
ticipate in a five-week
concert tour of Europe.

Attendees will hear fa-
vorites songs such as “O
sole mio (It’s Now Or
Never),” “Mamma,
Dicitencello Vuje (Just
Say I Love Her),”
“Parlami d’amore (Tell
Me That You Love Me
Tonight),” “Chitarra

Romana (Roman Guitar),” “Ritorna
Me (Return To Me),” “Anima e core
(Heart and Soul),” “O marenariello
(I Have But One Heart)” and “Come
prima (For The First Time),” among
others.

For information and registration,
call the library at (908) 322-6400
or visit fanwoodlibrary.org. The
Fanwood Memorial Library is lo-
cated at North Avenue and Tillotson
Road.

WARM WELCOME…Temple
Sha’arey Shalom of Springfield re-
cently welcomed Rabbi Ari Rosenberg
as its new spiritual leader, teacher
and mentor. He takes over the bimah
from Rabbi Joshua Goldstein, who
retired June 30. Rabbi Rosenberg
comes to Temple Sha’arey Shalom
after serving as Associate Rabbi for
Hevreh of Southern Berkshire in
Great Barrington, Mass. for four
years. Rabbi Rosenberg received or-
dination from the Hebrew Union Col-
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion on
May 31, 2008. He was awarded his
bachelor’s degree from Rutgers Uni-
versity in 1996. Rabbi Rosenberg grew
up in Waterford, Conn., attending
Temple Emanu-El, where his father,
Rabbi Aaron Rosenberg, has been the
rabbi for over 30 years. He resides in
Springfield with his two children.

Gundrum Earns
Masters Degree

UNION – Kristen Gundrum of
Westfield earned a Master of Arts
degree in Reading Specialization
from Kean University in Union on
May 15.

Kristen is employed by the Linden
school district as a reading specialist.
She is the daughter of Monica and
Bill Gundrum of Westfield.

UW-Madison
Announces Grad

MADISON, Wis. – Approximately
6,000 students participated in the
University of Wisconsin-Madison’s
spring commencement ceremonies
May 18-20.

Marlee Nicole Austin of Westfield
earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in
Communication Sciences and Disor-
ders and Spanish.

Professor to Address Progress
Regarding Mood Disorders

AREA – The Depression and Bi-
polar Support Alliance will feature at
its monthly educational meeting on
Wednesday, July 25, David Chowes,
Professor of Psychology at Baruch
College of the City University of
New York for over 27 years.

Professor Chowes is the originator
of the lecture series of the Mood
Disorder Support Group in New York,
was chairman and on the board of
that group for 18 years and was pre-
viously on the national Board of the
Depression and Bipolar Support Al-
liance headquartered in Chicago, as
well as vice-president. He has taught
many courses in psychology, spe-
cializing in abnormal, statistical and
research methodologies. He attended
Columbia University Graduate
School.

The subject of his talk will be
“We’ve Come a Long Way! – 35
Years with Mood Disorders.” There

also will be ample time for audience
questions and discussion.

The meeting will take place at 7:45
p.m., using the facilities of the
Morristown Unitarian Fellowship, 21
Normandy Heights Road (about one
block east of the Morris Museum) in
Morristown. The public is invited; a
nominal donation is requested from
non-members. Free literature is avail-
able to all attendees and there is an
extensive lending library of educa-
tional CDs, audiotapes, videotapes
and VHS tapes, also free.

The public is invited to visit the
website of the Depression and Bipo-
lar Support Alliance/Morristown
Area, dbsanewjersey.org/
morristownarea, to learn more about
the support group and to view links to
other sources of information. For fur-
ther local information, call (973) 994-
1143 or the New Jersey Self-Help
Group Clearinghouse at (800) 367-
6274.

More Education items
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few minutes away and drive up to the
top of the mountain where the Griffith
Observatory sits. The site of many
movie scenes, the grounds and the
striking 75-year-old observatory it-
self offer sweeping views of the
entire Los Angeles Basin, includ-
ing the downtown area, Hollywood,
the Hollywood sign and, if the smog
is not too thick, the Pacific Ocean.

And the Pacific Ocean itself
should not be missed on your visit
to Los Angeles. Venice Beach is
known for its lovely canals and wide
and beautiful beach but more so for
the three-ring circus that must be
seen and experienced on its 2.5-
mile long pedestrian promenade
that runs along the beach. Street
performers, artists, fortune-tellers,
weightlifters, musicians, neo-hip-
pies and vendors populate the Ocean
Front Walk, which also features
some very appealing and architec-
turally-creative beachfront homes.

Just to the north is Santa Monica,
with its famed pier and amusement
park and a similarly beautiful stretch
of beach, although the crowd here is
more sedate than Venice Beach. A
few blocks inland, the 3rd Street
Promenade offers several blocks’
worth of restaurants and cafes and
pretty much every retailer one would
fine at an upscale shopping mall.

If you like movies and televi-
sion—and especially the nuts and
bolts of how they are produced and
the history of the industry — be
sure to take a studio tour.

The best is Paramount Studios on
Melrose Avenue. This is no amuse-
ment park, but an actual workplace
where movies and TV shows are
always in production. You will see
actual sets, soundstages, street fa-
cades featuring various New York
City neighborhoods and a variety
of other outdoor locations that may
be familiar if you are a devotee of
some older shows like “Happy
Days” and “The Brady Bunch.” Pray
for a knowledgeable tour guide who
will be full of interesting stories,
especially gossip about the stars of
yesterday like Lucille Ball and some
of their antics and scandals.

Up the 101 Freeway, near Griffith
Park, is tourist-filled Universal Stu-
dios, which includes an amusement
park with Universal-themed rides
for the kids. Although not as inti-

mate as Paramount, the tour is great
fun and very interesting, the exteri-
ors for shows like “Desperate
Housewives” are impressive and
some of the special effects exhibi-
tions provide a thrill. Before leav-
ing, be sure to get yourself to a spot
where you can take in the breath-
taking view of the San Fernando
Valley to the east.

If you can fit all of this in during
a long weekend in Los Angeles,
then you can return to explore other
parts of this great city. One not to be
missed is Mulholland Drive, a twist-
ing, winding street running along
the Santa Monica Mountains and
Hollywood Hills that offers sweep-
ing views of the San Fernando Val-
ley to the east and the Los Angeles
Basin to the west. Then there is a
drive up the Pacific Coast Highway
to Malibu. Or a trip to Marina del
Rey. Or to some of L.A.’s wonder-
ful museums. West Hollywood is
fantastic for shopping, some great
restaurants and bars and strolling
through some lovely residential
neighborhoods. There is also the
Warner Brother Studios tour up in
Burbank. And then there is the —
well, you get the picture.

Seeing everything there is to see
in El Pueblo de Nuestra Señora la
Reina de los Angeles de Porciuncula
(L.A.’s full Spanish name) requires
repeated visits to this great me-
tropolis.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Amazing Spider-Man”
Crawling with Romance

                                   3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Remember when you were little
and you argued for hours as to who
was badder, Superman or Batman?
Well, here’s a new enigma for you:
Which is better, the “Spider-Man”
director Sam Raimi brought to the
screen in 2002, 2004 and 2007, or
this one here, “The Amazing Spider-
Man,” directed by Marc Webb? For
my money it’s the latter.

Dubbed a re-imagining by the
marketing wizzes, it is essentially a
re-boot, a do-over, a retelling of the
superhero’s conception based on the
same Marvel Comics material cre-
ated by Stan Lee and Steve Ditko.
Not your big brother’s Spider-Man,
it’s what your Dad’s Spider-Man
might have looked like if they had the
technical know-how back then.

In all fairness, if all that were left to
posterity were the three Tobey
Maguire/Kirsten Dunst offerings, the
Earth would nevertheless spin on with
little remorse. Yet, now presented the
oxymoronic verities of a more realis-
tic fantasy, we wonder how we could
have ever lived without it. This Spi-
der-Man gets to the nitty-gritty of
power and passion.

All the issues of why a young man
would want to create an alter ego in
the first place are dramatically ad-
dressed in a fine screenplay that tugs
nicely at the heartstrings. The special
effects, as exciting as ever, but almost
always in service of the plot, are
meant to illustrate just how astound-
ing things can get when extraordi-
nary powers are unleashed.

But what surprisingly pierces jaded
skin to find the hopeless romantic
beneath is the love story etched by
Andrew Garfield’s Peter Parker, a.k.a.
Spider-Man, and Emma Stone’s
smartly realized high school
heartthrob, Gwen. While the amo-
rous angle is usually an addendum to
the super saga, such is not the case
here. Fact is, shucks, it’s quite touch-
ing.

Garfield’s lone wolf teen, raised by
a loving aunt and uncle following the
baffling disappearance of his par-
ents, important personages in the sci-
entific community, is a geek
extraordinaire. Peter is a magnet for
the high school bully, especially when
his humanity stirs him to aid an even
lesser nerd. Of course he pines for the
school’s Miss Popularity.

We are expressively reminded of
those years, told again that no matter
what success or notoriety one
achieves in later life, it is the impres-
sions made in high school that are
engraved for life on our psyches. And
so there hardly can be any better wish
fulfillment, any finer vicarious joy,
than having all of those inequities
blown asunder and rectified.

The epiphany for Peter comes after
pondering some all but forgotten lore,

cached in his Dad’s briefcase. It’s
about cross-genetics, the theory be-
ing we can jump the evolutionary
process by eons if we appropriate the
abilities we desire from some of the
so-called lower species. Coinciden-
tally, Dad’s old partner has been try-
ing to find the formula for years.

He is Dr. Curt Connors (Rhys
Ifans), an arrogant, celebrated scien-
tist who, we suspect, knows some-
thing about the famed Dr. Parker’s
curious vanishment. Missing an arm
and exhibiting all the Ahab-like symp-
toms that can accompany such a con-
dition, his interest in a regenerative
power is personal. And yeah, he’s
also into that superhuman race stuff.

Yet, albeit inadvertent, Peter proves
the genius doesn’t fall far from the
tree and beats the modern-day mad
sorcerer to the discovery. Suddenly
he possesses all the abilities of the
test tube spider whose DNA he has
co-opted. The revelatory sequences
are wonderfully operatic, an ebul-
lient Peter dancing through the skies,
flexing his newfound resources.

His confidence soaring, the other-
wise shy teen concurrently strikes up
a relationship with Gwen, who just so
happens to be the daughter of the
police chief (Denis Leary) who re-
gards this Spider-Man phenom as a
dangerous vigilante. Sparks fly, the
most enchanting of them between
Emma Stone and Andrew Garfield.
Talk about chemistry.

Perhaps by design, Mr. Garfield’s
brooding, thoughtful righter of
wrongs evinces the sort of well in-
jected quirks and nuances reminis-
cent of Brando and James Dean…a
sort of vague discomfort barely kept
under control. Reading her partner
with thespic aplomb, Miss Stone’s
winsome, self-assured lass proves his
mental and emotional match.

It’s exciting, too, thanks in great
part to the formidable antithesis Rhys
Ifans’s Dr. Connors morphs into once
he unlocks the genetic blueprint, al-
though with decidedly misbegotten
result. Administering the magic po-
tion, Dr. Connors becomes a varia-
tion on Robert Louis Stevenson’s Mr.
Hyde…a big, ugly, megalomaniacal
lizard, to be specific.

Thus the war between good and
evil, deftly dappled with just enough
gray areas of ambiguity to keep mat-
ters from getting smug, ensues. Ripe
with philosophy, action, love and fan-
tasy, making it clear this is a summer
blockbuster of the first order, “The
Amazing Spider-Man” draws you into
its artistically woven web of solid,
escapist entertainment.

…
“The Amazing Spider-Man,” rated

PG-13, is a Columbia Pictures re-
lease directed by Marc Webb and
stars Andrew Garfield, Emma Stone
and Rhys Ifans. Running time: 136
minutes.

Cranford Teen to Host Flea
Market, Festival Fundraiser

Sensational Soul Cruisers to
Present Free Concert July 25

Westfield Symphony
Orchestra Goes Big Band

WESTFIELD  —  Get “in the
mood” to join David Wroe and the
Westfield Symphony Orchestra
(WSO) for “Swing Time” on Sun-
day, September 9, at 3 p.m. when
the fully professional symphony or-
chestra will change gears to deliver
the authentic sounds of a modern
swing band in full flight.

Save the date to come dance,
bounce and sway to the irresistible
rhythms of big band and swing stan-
dards from the 30s to the 50s and
more. Featuring music made popu-
lar by Benny Goodman, Glen Miller,
Duke Ellington, Count Basie, and
many others, WSO plans to have
the audience swing dancing to blis-
tering big band hits all afternoon
long.

“It’s a great opportunity for our
orchestra to get out and do something
a little different,” remarked Maestro
Wroe, who has been working with
the musicians on their “swing.”

Bandleaders like Benny Goodman
and Count Basie made “danceable
swing” the popular form of music
back in the 30s and 40s – a sound that
continues to be embraced and en-
joyed by millions today.

“Benny Goodman’s importance
to American music cannot be un-
derestimated,” continued Maestro
Wroe. “His transition to swing made
it plausible to actually get up and
dance while the music played and

not just sit passively and listen.”
This event has been made pos-

sible through the outstanding gen-
erosity of three local impresarios,
Keith S. Hertell, Sal Caruana and
Gerald Glasser.

“We are honored and excited to
help provide the opportunity for
WSO to showcase its multifaceted
talents. Swing Time is guaranteed
to get everyone “in the mood” with
a host of golden oldies. I encourage
the entire community to grab their
dancing shoes and come out and
join us for this unique WSO event
which has so much energy the legs
on your seats will be tapping,” Mr.
Hertell said.

“Swing Time” will take place at
L’Affaire, 1099 Route 22 in
Mountainside, where there will be
a cash bar and ample space for both
listening and dancing.

Admission tickets are $30 for gen-
eral seating and $55 for reserved
table seating. Tables of six, eight or
10, located next to the dance floor,
are available for advance reserva-
tion on a first, come first served
basis. Tickets may be purchased
online at
www.westfieldsymphony.org or by
calling (908) 232-9400. To reserve
a complete table for 6, 8 or 10
people ($55 per person), please have
one member of your party purchase
tickets for your entire group.

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School graduate Mary Kate Mueller
will host the “Fundraising Festival
Extraordinaire” featuring a flea mar-
ket and art show. A musician and
aspiring ambassador, Mary Kate will
travel on a scholarship to Brazil to
advocate for women’s rights and youth
development. She is one of 80 Global
Citizen Year Fellows of 2012-2013.

In order for this program to con-
tinuously change lives of future gen-
erations, Mary Kate is organizing a
summer campaign to help out future
potential “Youth Ambassadors.” She
will host a fundraising flea market
and arts festival on Saturday, July 21,
and Sunday, July 22, in Cranford at
56 Burnside Avenue from 8 a.m. to 8
p.m. each day, with the flea market
during the day and performances in
the late afternoon and evening.

The “Fundraising Festival
Extraordinaire” will feature a flea
market and art show from 8 a.m. – 4
p.m. The flea market will include
furniture, instruments, baked goods,
local cuisine, clothing, jewelry, and
everything in between. The art show
will be spotlighting local artists’ and
photographers’ work.

Live music and dance performances
will be from 4 to 8 p.m. Dance per-
formers include Shea Jenning’s Irish
Dancers (Saturday) and the IDance
team from Maplewood (Saturday and
Sunday). On Sunday, Debra Biderman
from New Jersey Symphony Orches-
tra will perform. Aspiring local teen
dancers and musicians will also take
the stage throughout the weekend.

The entry fee for the performances
is $4 for a day pass and $7 for a

weekend pass. The full schedule is
available upon request.

Based out of San Francisco, Glo-
bal Citizen Year is spearheading a
movement to immerse young adults
in developing countries around the
globe after they graduate high
school. The program is dedicated to
building a generation of global citi-
zens.

A recent Institute of International
Education (IIE) poll suggests that
Americans are increasingly isolated
from the developing world. Less than
one percent of Americans will ever
meet any of the world’s 2.6 billion
who live in extreme poverty. There
is an urgent need to prepare a new
generation of Americans for effec-
tive leadership in a globalized world.
Few Americans possess the language
skills, cross-cultural understanding,
or empathy needed to create innova-
tive, collaborative and sustainable
solutions to overcome these chal-
lenges.

Global Citizen Year aims to create
in the next generation; global com-
petence, engaged leadership, and
college readiness. The bridge year
program is the very opposite of ‘tak-
ing a year off.’ Fellows will travel to
developing countries in September
to live with a host family and ap-
prentice in a local organization,
thereby developing an ethic of ser-
vice, fluency in another language,
and a global perspective. Upon re-
turn, these students will be better
prepared to effectively explain the
complexities of international devel-
opment through a profound first-
hand experience.

 MOUNTAINSIDE — The Union
County Summer Arts Festival con-
cert series continues its 52nd sea-
son of music on Wednesday, July
25, with a performance of classic
soul music and rhythm and blues
by the Sensational Soul Cruisers,
sponsored by the Union County
Education Association.

The Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders, led by Chairman
Alexander Mirabella, invites the
public to attend this free concert
that begins at 7:30 p.m. in Echo
Lake Park in Mountainside.

The Sensational Soul Cruisers are
much more than just another vocal
harmony group with horns. Led by
sax player Screamin’ Steve Barlotta
of Jackson, the band captures the
essence of the Jersey Shore sound
and its R&B roots and has cata-
pulted from its humble basement
origins to become Jersey’s premier
show band performing more than
200 shows each year. Celebrating
more than 20 years together, the
band returns to Union County to
entertain its fans with a high-en-
ergy assortment of rhythm and
blues, Motown, Stax, funk, and clas-
sic Philly soul.

The Union County information
van will be at the concert site with

knowledgeable staff to answer
questions and offer information
about interesting programs and rec-
reational activities available to
Union County residents.

The Summer Arts Festival con-
certs continue throughout August
on Wednesdays beginning at 7:30
p.m. The August concerts will be
held at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
Lawn chairs, blankets and picnic
baskets are encouraged. Refresh-
ments and snacks will be available
from vendors.

The other free concerts in the
Union County Summer Arts Festi-
val series include:

August 1 – Classic Rock Revue
with Rick Cantor Band and The
Broadcasters; at Oak Ridge Park.

August 8 – American Rapture; at
Oak Ridge Park.

August 15 – JoBonanno and The
Godsons; at Oak Ridge Park.

August 22 – The B Street Band
(The Original Springsteen Tribute);
at Oak Ridge Park.

For rain information call the
Union County Department of Parks
and Community Renewal at (908)
558-4079 after 3 p.m. on the day of
the scheduled concert, or visit the
Union County web site:
www.ucnj.org.

Sensational Soul Cruisers

‘Family Fun and Flix’ Features
Natural Wonders, Movie

ROSELLE — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders and the
Department of Parks and Commu-
nity Renewal are happy to announce
the next evening of “Family Fun and
Flix” – the free summer entertain-
ment and film series on Tuesday eve-
nings – on July 24 at Warinanco Park.

The evening will feature a display
of natural artifacts from the Trailside
Ecovan followed by a showing of the
animated action comedy, “Puss in
Boots,” which will give families a
chance to enjoy an outdoor activity
and catch a movie under the stars in
a Union County park.

Come to Warinanco Park, on the
border of Elizabeth and Roselle, on
Tuesday, July 24, at 7:30 p.m. when
naturalists from Trailside Nature and
Science Center will display pelts,
gemstones and other natural won-
ders found in Union County’s
Watchung Reservation. Then sit back
at dusk and watch as Puss in Boots
goes on a heroic adventure with
Humpty Dumpty and Kitty Softpaws

in pursuit of Jack and Jill with their
magic beans in the 2011
DreamWorks animated adventure,
“Puss in Boots” featuring the voices
of Antonio Banderas, Salma Hayek,
Zach Galifianakis, Amy Sedaris and
Billy Bob Thornton.

The other dates and locations for
this summer’s Family Fun and Flix
are: Tuesday, August 7, at Meisel
Park in Springfield: Take part in
National Night Out, starting at 6
p.m., before viewing the concert
film, “Justin Bieber: Never Say
Never.”

Tuesday, August 14, at Conant
Park in Hillside: The Trailside
Ecovan will feature a program about
reptiles, before the animated action
comedy spy film, “Cars 2.”

All movies start at dusk, weather
permitting. For more information,
call the Union County Department
of Parks and Community Renewal
at (908) 527-4900. For program and
rain information call (908) 558-4079
after 3 p.m. on the day of the show.

NJPAC, NJYT Present
Future Stars in Smokey Joe’s
NEWARK — From “Jailhouse

Rock” to “Stand By Me,” from “Span-
ish Harlem” and “On Broadway,”
Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller wrote
some of the most enduring rock-n-
roll hits ever recorded. This summer,
talented high school and college-age
musical actors will bring the hits to
life in Smokey Joe’s Café, the annual
collaboration between the New Jer-
sey Performing Arts Center (NJPAC)
Arts Education department and the
New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT).

Smokey Joe’s cast members include
Erica Morreale, Maeve Lynskey and
Matthew Stoke,
all of Cranford,
Dion Grier of
Roselle; and
Kelly Plescia of
M e t u c h e n .
Cynthia Meryl of
Westfield is the
production direc-
tor.

This year, the
summer musical
is going “on the
road,” playing at
the Alexander
Kasser Theater at
Montclair State University Thursday,
July 19, at 12:30 and 7:30 p.m.; July
20 at 7:30 p.m.; July 21 at 7:30 p.m.
and July 22 at 2 p.m. Tickets range in
price from $30 to $35, $20 for stu-
dents 18 and under, and are available
by telephone at 1-888-GO-NJPAC,
at the NJPAC Box Office at One
Center Street in downtown Newark,
or at www.njpac.org.

Smokey Joe’s Café is made pos-
sible in part by The McCrane Foun-
dation; the Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation; Provident Bank; the New Jer-
sey State Council on the Arts/Depart-
ment of State, a Partner Agency of the
National Endowment for the Arts;
Discover Jersey Arts; the Lillian P.
Schenck Fund; Yahoo! Employee
Foundation/Silicon Valley Commu-
nity Foundation; and the Westfield
Foundation.

Sets, props and wardrobe opera-
tions, onstage and backstage, will be
in the hands of professional design-
ers and technicians, assisted by in-
terns in each area. This NJPAC/NJYT
production features young actors

from across the metropolitan-area
who go through a rigorous audition
process and learn the demands of an
Actors’ Equity-level rehearsal and
performance.

Stephen Mir, a lead in last year’s
Kiss Me, Kate  said, “After three
years and taking part in four different
shows with NJYT/NJPAC, I have a
keen sense of what is professional.
I’ve been made aware of respect and
hard work.”

Smokey Joe’s Café’s musical di-
rection is by Ilene Greenbaum of
Livingston and choreography by As-

sistant Director
Sherry Alban of
Edison.

After closing at
the Kasser, Smokey
Joe’s Café will tour
to the Sitnick The-
atre in the Lackland
Performing Arts
Center, home to the
Centenary Stage
Company in
Hackettstown from
July 26-29.

New Jersey
Youth Theatre is

one of the most celebrated youth the-
ater companies in New Jersey, en-
abling young artists to receive the
highest caliber, professional level
theatrical experience and education
possible. Performers learn musical
theater by participating in a full-scale,
professional level production. In ad-
dition to the NJYT/NJPAC summer
program, NJYT offers classes in
drama, musical theater and dance in
the NJYT studio in Roselle Park from
October through May. For more in-
formation, see
www.njyouththeatre.org.

Programming has been made pos-
sible in part by funds from the New
Jersey State Council on the Arts/De-
partment of State, a Partner Agency
of the National Endowment for the
Arts, by funds from the National
Endowment for the Arts, and by Dis-
cover Jersey Arts.

NJPAC is a wheelchair accessible
facility and provides assistive ser-
vices for patrons with disabilities.
For more information, call 888-GO-
NJPAC.

Smokey Joe’s Café

NJWA to Host Multi-
Generational Art Exhibit

WESTFIELD – The New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts in Westfield,
will host art exhibit that spans three
generations open now until Thurs-
day, August 9. The exhibit is open
to the public from 9:30 a.m. to 6
p.m.

Violet Brennan, a former long-
time resident and artist of Westfield
who passed away, her son-in-law
Paul Soisson and her granddaugh-
ter, Chelsea Soisson, comprise the
artists whose artwork will be on

display.
Fine art and illustration pieces

will make up the exhibit. A variety
of subject matter, ranging from
nature, animals, and landscapes,
will be represented in oil, acrylic,
mixed media, charcoal, and print
mediums.

The community is invited to stop
in and view the artwork. The New
Jersey Workshop for the Arts is
located at 152 East Broad Street,
Westfield.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18

Hooray for Hollywood!

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

MOVIE MADNESS…The Paramount
Studio tour is the best and most infor-
mative one in Los Angeles.

SWING TIME...Join Maestro David Wroe and the Westfield Symphony Orches-
tra for “Swing Time” on Sunday, September 9, at 3 p.m. at L’Affaire in
Mountainside when the fully professional symphony orchestra will change gears
to deliver the authentic sounds of a modern swing band in full flight.
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Yoga and Healing
Center to Host

Fundraiser to Benefit
The Retreat Project

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Yoga
and Healing Center of Scotch Plains
is holding a fundraiser on Friday, Au-
gust 17, at 6:30 p.m. to benefit The
Retreat Project, an organization that
brings yoga and other mind and body
modalities to low-income, under-
served women touched by cancer.

The documentary film
“Yogawoman” about how women are
changing the face of yoga, followed
by a question and answer session
with one of the movie’s contributors,
Tari Prinster, cancer survivor, yoga
teacher, and co-director of OM Yoga
Women Cancer Survivors Teacher
Training program.

A donation of $20 will be accepted
at the door, all proceeds to benefit
The Retreat Project. A raffle drawing
will also be held for great prizes.

For more information, or questions,
contact The Yoga and Healing Center
at 1744 East 2nd Street,  Scotch Plains,
(908) 322-0003 or visit
www.yogaandhealingcenter.com.

U N D E R  N E W  M A N A G E M E N T

Your      ometown Animal HospitalH

*$75 value.  Available to new clients only.  Limit one coupon per client.

FREE Exam for new Patients*

(908) 233-6030

New Hours!

WestfieldAnimal.com

357 South Ave. E - Westfield, NJ 07090

Mon-Fri: 8am-7pm & Sat: 8am-1pm

No Handicaps in Premiere Stages’
2012 Play Festival Winner

SWEET FUN…Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory and “A Rising Star
Showcase” will be presented on Saturday, July 21, by Continuo Arts Summer
Musical Theater Conservatory. Performances will be held at Temple Emanu-El
in Westfield at 4 and 8 p.m. Pictured, left to right, are Oompa Loompas Arwen
Portilla of Summit, Sarah McRae of Berkeley Heights, Maggie Bergin of Westfield,
PJ Allen of Westfield, Morgan McEvoy of Summit, Adrian Gomes of Summit,
Allison Salvetti of Berkeley Heights and Katie Evenson of Summit.

Photo courtesy of Roy Groething
LISTEN CAREFULLY...Agnes (Rachel Pickup), Eddie (David Harrell), and
Lori Hammel (Theresa) listen to Monsignor Cooke (Ed Setrakian) address the
ballroom in Premiere Stages Production of Handicapped People in Their Formal
Attire by Kathryn Grant, directed by John Wooten.

Photo courtesy of Roy Groething
SURVEYING THE SCENE...Sisters
Agnes (Rachel Pickup), left, and
Theresa (Lori Hammel), survey the
dance floor in  Handicapped People in
Their Formal Attire.

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION—Winner of the 2012 Pre-
miere Stages Play Festival at Kean
University, Handicapped People in
their Formal Attire, by playwright
Kathryn Grant, opened on July 13,
offering an insightful glimpse into a
different era. The 1968 setting of the
play is decades before Americans’
consciousness was raised about
politically correct language and ac-
commodations for people with a physi-
cal or mental disability. There were not
laws to assist people with disabilities
until 1990 with Congress voting in the
Americans with Disabilities Act.

The setting of this intriguing two-act
play is a black-tie fundraiser of the
Delaware Association for the Handi-
capped. Agnes Sheehan (Rachel
Pickup), a quadriplegic and founder of
the organization that gives a voice to
the disabled, is being honored as
Delaware’s Handicapped Person of
Action and Purpose. The scene opens
on a handsome set designed by Joseph
Gourley that houses a corner of the
wood-paneled ballroom, the dais and a
cleverly-designed pocket door that
slides to reveal a bar, a ladies room or a
phone booth.

Theresa (Lori Hammel), Agnes’ able-
bodied sister, is slugging down Harvey
Wallbangers at the affair. The two sis-
ters have not seen each other in almost
a year because of Theresa’s busy life
with six children. Agnes herself is kept
occupied with an insurance business
that she heads. Theresa, a sarcastic
woman who was kicked out of a Catho-
lic high school for flunking Latin, is in
an ongoing fight generally with God
and specifically the Catholic Church
embodied in the figure of Monsignor
Cooke (Ed Setrakian).

Ms. Hammel is spectacular in this
role. The chip on her character’s un-
happy shoulder is as big as the Rock of
Gibraltar. Ms. Hammel causes chills
when she spits out the line, “…I got
myself into this mess where I am run-
ning through life like a wind-up doll,
with a game face and a black heart.”
Another marvelous performance is Mr.
Setrakian’s as the tipsy monsignor who
shares a few too many secrets of his
own with the gala’s audience.

One of Agnes’ staunch supporters is
co-worker and maimed Korean vet-
eran Eddie (David Harrell) who breaks
bleak news to Agnes that their

fundraiser/gala is not working out as
expected. Many of the donors either
did not show up or did not deliver their
anticipated fat checks. Lighting up
the dance floor, though, is Princeton
graduate Raymond (John McGinty),
a young deaf man who adores Agnes.
Mr. McGinty steals scenes in his
ruffle-shirted tuxedo and contagious
smile that belies the depth of his
character’s secret.

While 1960s instrumental music of
“Chooch and the Even Tones” plays in
the background, Reverend Biggs
(Roland Sands), Agnes’ black van
driver, is “working the room” for dona-
tions for his storefront mission. Mr.
Sands makes the Reverend a bigger-
than-life figure that sports a wide grin
to mask his resentment. His wife,
Cordelia, who normally is the female
assistant for Agnes, is at home with
their 15-year-old unmarried daughter
who is in labor. So stepping into the
assistant’s job for the night is Agnes’
sister, Theresa, who proves herself noth-
ing like the saint by the same name.

Throughout the evening as people
drink and lay their inhibitions aside,
layers of raw emotion, pent-up resent-
ment and guilt among the characters
unfold like pedals of a wilting corsage.
While tensions fester inside the ball-
room of the Hotel duPont, they erupt
outside on the streets of Wilmington.
America was flooded with a nation-
wide tidal wave of riots in 1968 after
the assassination of Martin Luther
King, Jr.

But do not be fooled; this is not an
historical play. It is an intimate story
told lovingly of an able-bodied woman
and her strong sister trapped in a help-
less body. There are no pitying looks
for Agnes in her wheelchair, though.
She is an angel-faced lady of steel who
knows how to get what she needs and
wants. The connection between Ms.
Hammel and Ms. Pickup is insightful,
bringing near perfection to their roles.
The lovely Ms. Pickup delivers a heart-
breaking interpretation of a woman
racked with pain from Cerebral Palsy
yet one who needs to keep up appear-
ances of strength with freshly done
makeup, hair and nails.

Under the stellar direction of John
Wooten, the actors tell Ms. Grant’s

fascinating tale through sympathetic
characters who draw in the audience
with their credibility. Mr. Wooten never
lets the characters run away with the
pacing, but allows for normal, natural
pauses and a tempo that feels so right.

Out of 400 entries of the 2012 Pre-
miere Stages contest, Ms. Grant is a
winner for the second time, the first
being with The Good Counselor that
won in 2010. The team of Grant and
Wooten is a winning one presenting
her play that tells us to listen for
music that others do not hear and
dance when the world says you can’t.

Hooray for Hollywood! And
Hooray for Everything Else in L.A.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

There is something both very glam-
orous and a bit seedy about Los Ange-
les—that sprawling city of nearly
4,000,000 where fame and fortune, as
well as dashed dreams are on stark
display. And that duality — the opu-
lence and extravagance of Beverly
Hills alongside the gritty underbelly
of Hollywood — makes it one of my
favorite places to visit in the United
States.

While San Francisco is truly beau-
tiful and San Diego is unbeatable for
the climate, L.A., to me anyway,
trumps all of California’s great cit-
ies. It is so big (nearly 500 square
miles; Manhattan, by comparison,
is barely 22 square miles) and so
varied — and picturesque in so many
spots — that you can visit the City of
Angels once a month and easily plan
your time around a different part of
town on each trip.

For now, however, we will try to
fit in as much as we can into a
thousand or so words, so let’s begin
on iconic Sunset Boulevard, which
runs from downtown L.A. all the
way to the Pacific Ocean, 24 miles
away. Start out in Brentwood, a
mostly residential area just west of
the 405 Freeway (numbered high-
ways are referred to not as Highway
405, but as the 405, the 110, the 5,
etc.).

First, two bits of advice: you will
need a car in this auto-centric city
and you will need to always budget
extra time for travel because there
can be traffic anywhere and at any
time. A 10-mile drive on the freeway
from the airport to your hotel can
take 10 minutes, as it did on one
visit, or more than an hour, as it did
on another trip.

Head east on Sunset, crossing over
the 405 and then into Westwood and
Bel Air. Sunset Boulevard is quite
winding in this area and there are a
few sharp curves so stay alert on this
at times fast-moving roadway that is
also a lot of fun to drive, once you
get comfortable and especially with
good music blaring from your radio.
Along the way, you will take in some
of wealthy L.A.’s lovely and lush
residential properties.

Before you head into Hollywood,
take a left off Sunset onto Benedict
Canyon Road and zip up into the
hills to check out the neighborhoods.
If you have a fascination with
Hollywood’s morbid side, turn left
onto Cielo Drive and head up this
very narrow street to a private drive-

way across from
Bella Drive. The most
recent street number
on this private drive
is 10066; it was here,
at the far end of the
driveway, that the
Manson murders
took place in 1969.

Back down on Sun-
set, take another de-
tour, turning right
onto Beverly Drive,
and cruise along this
wide and very pretty
thoroughfare through
some very affluent
neighborhoods lined
with very tall palm
trees and very large
estates. Turn right onto Santa
Monica Boulevard, then left onto
Rodeo Drive and into one of the
more expensive shopping districts
you will likely see anywhere.
Cartier,  Dolce and Gabbana,
Barney’s, Louis Vuitton, Hugo Boss
and a slew of very pricey boutiques
line the street, which is a shrine to
conspicuous consumption.

After abusing your credit cards
on Rodeo, get yourself back up to
Sunset Boulevard and head first into
West Hollywood, where the street
is referred to as the Sunset Strip.
You will pass by some legendary
nightspots like the Whiskey-a-Go
Go and the Roxy. Gigantic bill-
boards advertising everything from
fashion to movies to recording art-
ists loom above the Strip. Here you
will also find the foreboding castle-
like Chateau Marmont, a celebrity
hotel where numerous stars have
often sought refuge from the pres-
sures of being famous and from the
paparazzi.

Above the Strip are the Holly-
wood Hills, home to many celebri-
ties and a challenging drive for the
uninitiated as the narrow and twist-
ing streets follow the contours of the
hills and are laid out in no particular
pattern, making it quite easy to get
very lost and disoriented, even for
those with a great sense of direction.

Further down on Sunset is Holly-

wood itself — do not expect to be
wowed by movie stars and glamour.
They are not here — except for the
occasional movie premiere and the
annual Academy Awards.

On the other 350 or so days of the
year, Hollywood is mostly filled with
tourists seeking out the elusive ce-
lebrity but having to mostly settle
for countless souvenir shops, sec-
ond-rate museums, retailers, tour
buses and Hard Rock Café-like eat-
ing spots. Tucked in among the newer
buildings are the occasional crum-
bling ones still sporting rusting
signage from their glory days of
yesteryear — hotels and the like that
were probably hotbeds of activity in
their heyday — that harken back to
when Hollywood itself was the place
to be.

From this area, you can see
Hollywood’s most iconic image—
the 45-foot tall white letters of the
Hollywood sign high above the Hol-
lywood Hills in Griffith Park.

Another L.A. icon is the cylindri-
cal Capitol Records building, lo-
cated near the equally iconic corner
of Hollywood and Vine. And while
you are strolling along Hollywood
Boulevard, look down at the side-
walk at the nearly 2,500 stars that
make up the Hollywood Walk of Fame.

After the faux glitz of Hollywood,
make your way up to Griffith Park a

CONTINUED ON PAGE 18

Lacombe Extends Contract
As NJSO Music Director

NEWARK — New Jersey Sym-
phony Orchestra (NJSO) Music Di-
rector Jacques Lacombe has extended
his contract through the 2015–16 sea-
son, the Orchestra has announced.

The acclaimed music director, who
began his tenure with the NJSO in
2010, will continue in that capacity
for three years beyond his current
contract, which expires at the end of
August 2013.

“My experiences as Music Direc-
tor of the NJSO over the past two
seasons have been both enjoyable and
creatively stimulating,” Mr. Lacombe
said. “I have relished the opportunity
to bring this great Orchestra to venues
throughout and beyond New Jersey,
and I have appreciated the chance to
become familiar with wonderful, di-
verse communities across the state. I
am thrilled to extend my relationship
with the NJSO, and I look forward to
continuing to present captivating pro-
grams and to interacting with the au-
diences and communities of New Jer-
sey.”

Since becoming the NJSO’s Music
Director in October 2010, Mr.
Lacombe has garnered praise from
critics and audiences for his creative
programming and his talents on the
podium. Under Lacombe’s leader-
ship, the NJSO has presented daring
new programs and engaged in in-
spired collaborations with other in-
stitutions in New Jersey and beyond.

Highlights of the NJSO’s “Man and
Nature” Winter Festivals have in-
cluded performances of Tan Dun’s
Water Concerto, Scriabin’s
Prometheus: The Poem of Fire—with
a realization of the composer’s “color
organ”—and the commissioning of
the Francesca Harper Project to cre-
ate original choreography for
Beethoven’s ballet The Creatures of
Prometheus.

NJSO Board Co-Chair Ruth Lipper
stated, “Jacques has invigorated the
Orchestra both on and off stage, with
fresh takes on beloved orchestral
music, an investment in new and de-
serving works and a desire to be a
part of the New Jersey communities
in which the NJSO makes its home.
We are thrilled that he will continue
to lead the Orchestra beyond next
season.”

Lacombe created an ambitious
multi-year initiative that the Orches-
tra began in the 2010–11 season, his
inaugural season as Music Director.
Through the New Jersey Roots
Project, the NJSO has performed the
music of composers who were born
in New Jersey or whose artistic iden-
tity was shaped by their time spent in
the Garden State. The Orchestra has
presented multiple premieres through
the project, including George
Walker’s Sinfonia No. 4 (Strands)
and Robert Aldridge’s Suite from
Elmer Gantry.

EXTENDED CONTRACT...New Jersey Symphony Orchestra (NJSO) Music
Director Jacques Lacombe, right, has extended his contract through the 2015–16
season, the Orchestra has announced. The acclaimed music director, who began
his tenure with the NJSO in 2010, will continue in that capacity for three years
beyond his current contract, which expires at the end of August 2013.

Continuo Arts Foundation
 To Present Willy Wonka

WESTFIELD - The Summer Mu-
sical Theater Conservatory offered
by the Continuo Arts Foundation is
currently rehearsing for its upcom-
ing shows. The performances include
Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Fac-
tory, and A Rising Star Showcase
with Junior and Senior Divisions fea-
turing selections from The Lion King,
Wicked, Annie, Hairspray and more.

Audiences will be delighted with
music spanning the Broadway spec-
trum and enter a world of pure imagi-
nation with Willie Wonka, the Candy
Man, Oompah Loompahs and friends.

Participating in this three-week
intensive performing arts experience,
young artists are learning about the
key elements of musical theater while
working with an experienced, pro-

fessional staff. Twenty-seven conser-
vatory participants ages 7-18, repre-
sent area communities of Summit,
Westfield, Short Hills, Chatham,
Madison, Berkeley Heights, New
Providence, and Skillman. Rehears-
als take place at historic Twin Maples
in Summit, and the Saturday, July 21,
performances will be at Temple
Emanu-El in Westfield.

Directing the 2012 Conservatory
is Owner and Founder of the
Marrocco Academy of Dance/ MAD
Dance, Cherilyn Marrocco. Mrs.
Marrocco is a Miami/New York-based
choreographer, director, instructor
and performer with over 25 years of
dance training, 12 years of dance
instructing, and a Bachelor’s Degree
in Music Theater/Drama Education.
She brings with her a diverse set of
skills and talents, an understanding
for children and their different learn-
ing styles, and a life-long passion for
the beauty, creativity and freedom of
dance.

Tickets are $5 for children/students/
seniors and $10 for adults. To pur-
chase tickets, call (908) 264-5324 or
visit www.continuoarts.com. Temple
Emanu-El is located at 756 Broad
Street, Westfield.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
HOORAY!…The iconic Hollywood sign in Los Angeles
was originally a real estate developer’s advertisement.

OMMM...Tari Prinster, co-director of
OM Yoga Women Cancer Survivors
Teacher Training program, will be on
hand at The Yoga and Healing Center
of Scotch Plains’ fundraiser on Friday,
August 17, at 6:30 p.m. to benefit The
Retreat Project.

Handicapped People in
Their Formal Attire
Thursdays and Fridays

at 8 p.m.
Saturdays at 3 p.m.
Sunday at 3 p.m.

Zella Fry Theatre in the
Vaughn Eames Building at

Kean University
Box office:

(908) 737-SHOW
Through July 29



Let’s Yo! Yoggurt
1701 US HWY 22

Watchung, NJ 07069
908-490-0400



Monk’s Painting
973-635-7900

MonksPainting.com
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l'ennemi du journaliste

FRIEDMAN, MOONEY, DiNIZO TOSS SHUTOUT BALL; RUSSO TOSSES 5-HITTER IN 6 INNINGS

SPF Nips WF Shamrocks, 2-0 in Clark Baseball Tourney
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

“Luck” may not have gone the
Westfield Shamrocks’ way
against the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) 12-year-olds but
both teams displayed superb
pitching and very strong fielding
in a 2-0 SPF victory during the
Clark Tournament at the Clark
Little League Field on July 14.

Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo
went the distance, scattering five
hits and walking one, while strik-
ing out one. He did not permit
more than one hit in any given
inning.

“Danny Russo has been our
number-one pitcher all year. He
comes to play. Throws strikes.
Mixes up his pitches quite well.
He’s been a gamer. He’s been a
horse by going all six innings and
giving up one earned run,”
Westfield Shamrock Coach
Damon Roth said.

“Both teams’ pitchers were
throwing strikes, hitting the
spots, and both teams’ defenses
today made a lot of plays,” Raider
Head Coach Joe Higgins said.

Jake Friedman pitched the first
two innings for the Raiders and
yielded no hits, while walking
one and striking out two Sham-
rocks. Reagan Mooney stepped
to the mound for three innings
and allowed just three hits, while

walking one. Anthony DiNizo
closed the door in the sixth fac-
ing four batters and permitting
one walk, while fanning two.

“Our pitchers were leaders to-
day. Jake Friedman pitched two,

and we brought Reagan Mooney
in, who has been pitching his tail
off lately. He’s really been throw-
ing a lot of strikes. He keeps the
ball down. He fields his position
well and nothing seems to phase

him when he is on the mound,”
Coach Higgins said.

Shamrock right fielder Ryan
Roth snared a line drive in the

second inning. Second baseman
Ben Strauss initiated some fine
putouts. First baseman Chris
Wagner pulled off a fine scoop in
the second inning, and Russo
intercepted several difficult

comebackers to the mound and
converted them to putouts.

The Raiders did, however, man-
age to score their second run in
the fourth inning when DiNizo,
who stole second base, also stole

third then scored when the
catcher’s throw to third sailed
into leftfield.

“Our defense was stellar. Ben
Strauss did a great job at second
base. Our fielding, all-around was
pretty solid. We had one hiccup
on the steal at third that cost us
a run, but our defense and our
pitching kept us in the game. We
just couldn’t get that timely hit,”
Coach Roth said.

Although the Raiders totaled
only five hits, they had several
hard-hit balls that the Sham-
rocks’ defense managed to
handle, and struck out only once.

“That was the best we’ve swung
the bat in a while. We swung the
bat well enough to score six or
seven today, but they really made
some great plays in the field. We
got a little speed, and when we
are putting the ball in play, any-
thing can happen. Our guys did a
nice job with two strikes today,”
Coach Higgins said.

Leadoff hitter Patrick Downey
had two of the Raiders’ hits and
in the first inning, he took Russo’s
first pitch of the game and drilled
a double to the centerfield fence.
Downey also swiped three bases

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
CougarsProbitas Verus Honos

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COVERING HOME TO GET THE OUT…Westfield Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo, right, covers home in time to put
the tag on Raider Patrick Downey in the first inning at the Clark Tournament on July 14.

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul04-wf-w-berk-hts

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul14spf-wf-sham

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader
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“He swung the bat very ag-
gressively. He is a tough out,
and when he gets on the bases,
anything can happen, because
he is lightning quick and an ag-
gressive base runner,” coach
Higgins said.

Mooney went 1-for-2 with a
walk and scored the Raiders’
first run in the first inning when
Alex Lipshitz’s grounder to first
was mishandled. Nick
McCormack singled in the sec-
ond inning and Friedman singled
in the fifth. Timmy Glastal, who
made a fine catch in leftfield,
laid down a sacrifice bunt in the

sixth after Vinnie Ferrara walked.
Michael Leegan hit two sharp
grounders to Strauss at second.
Andrew Kriney and Sam
Schetelich each drilled two sharp
shots that were caught.

The Shamrocks threatened in
three innings, especially the
third when they put together a
pair of singles from Chris Witzel
and Drew Ortiz, respectively, to
put runners on second and third
with one out, but Jack Sifelli’s
hopper back to the mound and
Wagner’s popup to first ended
the threat. Rory McGovern
singled and stole a base in the

fourth and walked in the sec-
ond. Ryan Toal walked and stole
two bases.

“We had our three and four
batters, Jack Sifelli and Chris
Wagner, who have been crush-
ing the ball. Jack last night got
four hits, but we could have
used one of those for today. It
didn’t quite happen. Scotch
Plains played a good game. It’s
payback! We scored 14 runs on
them in one inning two weeks
ago, but they came to play and
shut us down,” Coach Roth said.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 100 100 2
WF Shamrocks 000 000 0

Scotch Plains-Fanwood Raiders Clip Westfield Shamrocks, 2-0,  in Clark 12-year-old Tournament

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY STRONG PITCHING PERFORMANCES…SPF Raider Reagan
Mooney, top, pitched three shutout innings against the Westfield Shamrocks.
Below: Shamrock pitcher Danny Russo pitched six strong inning, allowing just
five hits, while walking only one batter.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A SACRIFICE...Raider batter Timmy Glastal puts down a bunt and moves the runner on first to second base
in the sixth inning against the Westfield Shamrocks in the Clark Tournament.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

“Dog Days” of summer did not
slow down the Westfield White
12-year-old baseball team that
received stubborn pitching per-
formances from starter Ben
Cappiello and reliever Mark
Walter and also got an across the
board hitting attack in an 11-1
victory over Summit at Gumbert
3 Field in Westfield on July 13.

“We are winding down. This is
the “Dog Days” of baseball, but
today we came out with really
good energy. You don’t always
get it everyday at this time of
year, because it’s getting late.
It’s hot,” Westfield White Head
Coach Humberto Vall-Llobera
said.

“There are a lot of kids playing
baseball in Summit, and despite
what the outcome is they are 12-
years-old, and the more kids you
have playing the better off you
are in the future,” Summit Head
Coach Hank Gibson said.

“Summit is a little bit down this
year. Struggling! So we did what
we had to do. The kids were
swinging the bat, and we hit the
ball well today,” added Coach
Vall-Llobera.

Cappiello pitched the first three
innings and limited the Hilltoppers
to just one single, while walking
none and striking out one. Walker
stepped to the mound in the
fourth inning and allowed just
one run on one hit and one walk.

Summit Coach Hank Gibson
allowed his team the opportunity
to play various positions. Tho-
mas Walker had both of the
Hilltoppers’ hits.

“They are playing everywhere
and they are still having fun.
That’s all I care about,” Coach
Gibson said.

VALL-LLOBERA, DELVECCHIO BLAST HOME RUNS; LERIE RAPS 2 SINGLES, KNOCKS IN 3

Westfield White Uses Long Ball to Topple Summit, 11-1
Dylan Ingermann, walked and

scored Summit’s only run, and
Will Gibson had the RBI. Since
the game was just four innings,
several Summit players had only
one plate appearance, but
Michael McCann, Andrew Kanaley
and Brady Shaeffer put the ball
in play in their at-bats. Daniel
McGall and Max Hayford put the
ball in play in both their plate
appearances, and Luca Curran
was robbed of a basehit on a fine

defensive play from Westfield
White shortstop Mike Knapp.

Westfield White totaled 11 hits
and was led by Jake Vall-Llobera,
who blasted a solo home run and
added a game-ending RBI double.
Tom DelVecchio lined a two-run
homer over the right field fence.

“It’s nice to get off to a good
start. When those two guys get
going, we are going. DelVecchio
looked to get going, and every
ball he hit today was hard. Ev-

erybody hit the ball well today,
so it was a really good all-around
team effort,” Coach Vall-Llobera
said.

Leadoff hitter Jake Lerie poked
a two-run single and an RBI
single. Walter walked and had an
RBI bunt single and scored both
times. Cappiello walked and was
hit-by-a-pitch and scored both
times. Bryce Dannevig ripped an
RBI single and scored once. Tho-
mas Gannoway singled and

scored twice. Mike Birle and Matt
Barmakian each singled and
walked and scored once. Knapp
singled. Steve Barden and Alex
Apostolos each had two plate
appearances.

Westfield White scored once in
the bottom of the first inning
when Vall-Llobera hammered his
solo blast into the right field
parking lot. Birle, Cappiello,
Walter and Gannoway scored in
the second inning to make the
score, 5-0.

In the third, Barmakian plopped
a single over second base and
DelVecchio drilled his two-run
shot down the right field line. In
the fourth inning, Cappiello took
a fastball on the back, Walter
walked and Dannevig hopped an
RBI single. Gannoway singled,
Lerie pounded his two-run single
and Vall-Llobera rapped his
game-ending RBI double to cen-
ter.

With the regular season wind-
ing down, each team in the Cen-
tral Jersey Baseball League are
jockeying for a good seed in the
upcoming playoffs.

“Right now, we are 8-3, prob-
ably tied for second in the league.
And we are looking to go [to the
playoffs]. Two years ago at 10-
years-old, we were champions in
a great game against Chatham.
The competition is really tough.
We are hoping to get a little bit of
good play going into the play-
offs, because that’s what it’s go-
ing to take. We will have to play
solid for about five or six games
to get to that game. If I can be in
that championship game, I will
be happy. Then whatever the
results are, I will accept them,”
Coach Vall-Llobera said.
Summit 000 1 1
Westfield White 142 4 11

SEE MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 4

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR THE UMP’S CALL…Westfield White’s Mike Birle, right, and Summit second baseman Michael
McCann look for the ump’s call. Birle successfully stole the base in Westfield White’s 11-1 win over Summit in Central
Jersey Baseball League play at Gumbert 3 Field in Westfield on July 13.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul13-wf-w-sum
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RECEIVING CONGRATULATIONS…Westfield White slugger Jake Vall-Llobera, right, receives
congratulations from his teammates after hitting a homer. Bottom: first baseman Mike Knapp, No.
2, gets the putout on Hilltopper Dylan Ingermann, No. 25.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DIVING BACK TO FIRST…Westfield White’s Ben Cappiello, right, dives back to first as Summit
first baseman Luca Curran, No. 14, awaits the throw. Botton: Mark Walter pitches the final inning
and closes the door on the Hilltoppers.
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Veteran team captain Emidio
Monaco put an exclamation mark
on a showdown between the two
top teams in the Wednesday
Division of the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League with a
grand slam home run in the
ninth inning to elevate the un-
defeated Stage House to a 17-9
victory over Charlie Brown’s at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on July 11.

The Stage House men, who
won the title in 2009 and 2011,
upped their undefeated record
to 14-0 and appear to have solid
footing on the top rung of the
division. Charlie Brown’s, for-
merly Park Beverage, who
brought down the Stage House
in two games for the title in
2010, slipped to 10-4 and must
keep a keen eye on the up-and-
coming Diva Salon men, con-
sisting of a host of recent gradu-
ates from Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School, along with several
wily veterans.

Monaco, however, far from be-
ing a recent grad, stole the show,
not only with his grand slam but
also with an RBI single and an
RBI sacrifice fly to total six RBI.
Additionally from his catcher’s
position, he made a run-saving
putout at home plate in the third
inning.

But other Stage House team-
mates were also on their high
horses. Andrew Michnard con-
tributed to the 21-hits stam-
pede with a two-run double, an
RBI single and a double, while
scoring three times. Rob Harder
hammered out three singles and

MONACO BELTS GRAND SLAM IN NINTH, HAD 6 RBI; MICHNARD, PETE & DAN SAMILA HR

Stage House Stays Unbeaten, Conks Charlie Brown 17-9
a double, and an RBI, while scor-
ing three times. Speedy Scotty
Savarese had three singles and
an RBI. Tony Wargo singled
twice, had an RBI and scored
once. Pitcher Mo Wright singled
twice, scored twice, walked twice
and added an RBI.

Dan Samila led Charlie Brown’s
with a two-run home run and a
pair of singles and another RBI
to go with two runs scored. His
brother Pete (2-for-4, 2 runs
scored) pounded a solo blast in
the first inning. Damon Roth (run
scored) thumped an RBI triple
and a single, and Jeff Bendix
jolted a ground rule two-run
double.

The Stage
House horses got
their hoofs on the
plate four times
on six hits in the
top of the first.
Todd Simo, who
finished with two
RBI, looped an
RBI single to right
field. Michnard,
Wright and vet-
eran Brian Day-
ton added RBI
singles. Charlie
Brown responded
with Pete
Samila’s solo
blast and An-
thony Padovano’s
RBI single.

Three straight
1-2-3 half innings
followed until
Charlie Brown’s
meandered to the
plate in the bot-
tom of the third.

“They are bring-
ing Old Man River
back for a swan
song,” said
b a t t l e - a f t e r -
battle tested,

veteran Tom Straniero before
taking his turn at bat. Straniero
finished 0-for-3, but Charlie
Brown’s did score a run when
Brady Lau reached base on an
error and scored on Roth’s triple
(almost homer until he was
gunned down at the plate).

“That took a perfect throw to
get him and he got him,” Charlie
Brown’s Matt Walsh said.

Four more Stage House men
scored in the fourth to up their
lead to 8-3 then their lead
jumped to 11-3 in the fifth. Marc
Nies ripped a leadoff double and
Michnard launched a two-run
homer. As Harder stepped to

the plate, teammate Tim Walsh
(single, 2 runs scored) hollered,
“Come on Rob! Stay hot!”

He did with a double to left
then Monaco later brought him
home with an RBI single.

Impressive defense seemed to
prevail for the next few innings.
Wargo, from his shortstop posi-
tion, pulled off several dazzling
grabs of hot grounders.
Centerfielder Savarese charged
a blooper, snagged it as he
tumbled head-over-heel and re-
bounded to his feet. Brown third
baseman Kevin Spellman initi-
ated a second-to-first double
play, and pitcher Pete Samila

MONDAY DIVISION (July 10):
TEAM W L
Autoland 11   4
Five Guys   8   7
Vicki’s Diner   7 10
Hocus Pocus   6   8
Lou’s Auto   4 11
Sun Tavern   3 14

WEDNESDAY DIVISION:
TEAM W L
Stage House 13   0
Charlie Brown’s 10   3
Diva Salon   8   4
A-1 Tree Service   6   8
Trinity Electric   5 10

grabbed a liner and fired to sec-
ond to complete another double
play.

Stage House added a run to
their lead in the seventh on
Harder’s RBI single then Bendix
made a bold prediction.

“We had enough zero innings.
I feel four this inning. What do
you think?”

Pete Samila tapped a leadoff
single and Dan Samila banged
his two-run blast. Gus Alvarez,
Kevin Woodring and Walsh fol-
lowed with singles to load the
bases for Bendix, who lashed a
ground-rule two-run double that
bounced over the leftfield fence
to give Charlie Brown’s four runs
in the inning.

“We got the four. Let’s go
guys,” Bendix said.

John Palazzolo tapped a lead-
off single and scored on Simo’s
groundout to short to give Stage
House a 13-7 lead in the eighth.
Charlie Brown’s added two in
the bottom of the inning then in
the ninth, Wright and Dayton
drew free passes and Tim Walsh
loaded the bases on a miscue at
third. Monaco marched to the
plate and became the game’s
hero with his stunning grand
slam over the leftfield fence.
Stage House 400 430 114 17
Charlie Brown’s 201 000 420 9

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CALLED OUT AT HOME PLATE…Charlie Brown’s Damon Roth, No. 4, attempts to stretch a
triple into a home run in the third inning but is called out when Stage House catcher Emidio Monaco
makes the tag.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul11-stage-char-brown
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Brother against brother show-
downs may be one thing, but St.
Anthony, presently the top guns
in the Saints Division, outgunned
the sputtering St. “James Gang”
in a big way in St. Bart’s Oldtimers
Men’s Softball League action at
Brookside Park in Scotch Plains
on July 12.

St. Anthony jumped on the
“James Gang” in a fast and furi-
ous manner with a five-run first
inning, amassed 22 hits and
cruised to a 16-2 triumph.

In the brother against brother
situation, John Chupko of St.
Anthony and “James Gangster”
pitcher Frank Chupko have met
face-to-face for decades in the
league, but there seemed to have
been a question as to which
brother been on the winning side
the most.

“I would say mine,” guessed
John Chupko.

“I seriously don’t know,” an-
swered Frank Chupko.

Anyhow, the victory added an-
other notch in John’s favor.

The thunder off the bats of
Varojuan Baboomian, Nash

ST. ANTHONY’S BABOOMIAN, WARFIELD, PRECONTE, BURFEINDT PREVAIL ON OFFENSE

St. Anthony Annihilates Dazed St. ‘James Gangsters’ 16-2
Warfield and pitcher Tony
Perconte, especially, helped John
Chupko capture that extra notch.
Baboomian banged a triple,
double and a single, while scor-
ing three times. Warfield whacked
three hits, scored three times
and had three RBI. Perconte
poked three RBI singles and
scored once.

Dave Rothenberg added to the
“James Gang’s” misery with a
double, single, two RBI and a run
scored. Rob Barone ripped two
singles, walked, scored once and
had two RBI. Craig Burfeindt

singled twice and scored three
times. “Joltin’” Joe Tilocca jerked
an RBI triple and looped an RBI
single. Charlie Baier (run scored)
went 2-for-2, and Kevin St. Onge
tapped a pair of singles and
scored once.

Perconte had a two-hit shutout
going until the bottom of the
sixth inning when the “James
Gang” scavenged up enough
ammo to score two runs. Dan
Shneyder singled, and Frank
Chupko brought him home with a
double that rolled towards the
leftfield fence. Veteran Tom

Maher brought Chupko home with
a groundout to shortstop. Marty
Bernstein had a single in the first
inning, and Jim Cassidy singled
in the second.

Just before Perconte took to
the mound in the sixth, John
Chupko mumbled, “Usually Tony
is serving up meatballs. Today,
he’s good.”

Baboomian led off the top of
the first with a double to right
field, and Warfield slapped an
RBI single over first. With
Rothenberg on base, Perconte
punched an RBI single to center.

As Steve Pirella stepped to the
plate, Warfield shouted, “Let’s
go Steve! We ain’t done yet. Get
some more!”

Pirella scribbled an RBI single
to left then Tilocca brought home
the fifth run with his looping single
to right.

Since the “James Gang” had no
ammunition at all, St. Anthony
plated two in the third when
Warfield managed to score on a
series of errors, Burfeindt doubled
and Barone lofted an RBI sacri-
fice fly to right-center. Tilocca
thumped an RBI triple and Baier
added RBI single in the fourth to
jump the score to 9-0. Then the
score elevated to 12-0 in the fifth
when Warfield, Rothenberg and
Perconte each slashed RBI
singles.

Not to be forgotten were sev-
eral fine defensive plays. Warfield
and Baboomian each made slick
running snags in the outfield,
and Barone made a backhand
grab at second base. Third
baseman John Stuek initiated a
second-to-first double play.

St. James’ Rob Stratton made
two fine plays in centerfield, in-
cluding one that led to a double
play, and Paul Leso made a leap-
ing grab in leftfield. But when
Frank Chupko made his second
agile play from the mound, re-
sulting in putouts, Perconte, while
his team was batting in the sev-
enth, was inspired to say,
“Frankie! You are a lot better
than your brother.”

Interestingly, his brother John
was at the plate at the time and
wobbled a slow wiggler back to
the mound that Frankie flubbed.
The miscue sparked a four-run
burst, which included RBI singles
from Burfeindt, Barone and
Perconte and an RBI groundout
from Rothenberg.
St. Anthony 502 230 4 16
St. James 000 002 0 2

Youth Sports Programs

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Blue Devils
Raiders
Cougars

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO BLAST THE BALL…St. Anthony’s Dave Rothenberg prepares to blast the softball. Rothenberg finished
with a double, a single, two RBI and a run scored against the St. “James Gang” at Brookside Park in Scotch Plains.

Story on page 9

of The Westfield Leader

More Photos in “Photo Library”
12jul12-st.-ant-james
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – New Jersey State
Superior Court Judge Karen
Cassidy, the assignment judge
for Union County, has ruled that
The Pointe, a 44-unit age-re-
stricted condominium complex,
is not entitled to snow and ice
removal by the borough because
she deemed that the “area in
question was not a road but a
driveway not subject to the Mu-
nicipal Services Act.” In her deci-
sion, the judge said the area in
question, Chestnut Court and
Maple Court, “does not provide
circulation or access to other
roadways” but rather access to
The Pointe residents’ parking
spaces and garages.

“We are disappointed. We feel
we are being treated like sec-
ond-class citizens,” Roswitha
Metz, a homeowner and also trea-
surer of the board at The Pointe,
told The Westfield Leader.

On March 10, 2011, The Pointe
billed the borough for $54,524 in
snow removal costs for the pe-
riod of 2008-2010. Since the
borough did not reimburse The
Pointe, The Pointe responded with
a lawsuit filed May 31, 2011. The
borough decided to litigate, re-
sulting in hourly charges billed
by Borough Attorney Joseph
Triarsi summing $15,655, ac-
cording to his law offices’ bill that
was retrieved through an OPRA
request.

“That is ridiculous. We are not
talking about roads and roads
and roads. We were only talking
about the middle of the street [of
Chestnut and Maple Courts]. It is
a minimal amount [of plowing]
and for Garwood to spend
$15,000 to litigate – that is ab-
surd,” said Ms. Metz.

Since the lawsuit was filed, resi-
dents of The Pointe have spoken
out at borough council meetings,

stating the residents at The Pointe
pay about double the taxes, about
$12,000 to $14,000, of the aver-
age taxpayer in Garwood. In its
legal argument, The Pointe re-
lied on the Municipal Services
Act, which was written to protect
condominium dwellers, such as
The Pointe residents, from double
taxation. The Pointe residents
have argued that they pay taxes
and condo fees and also pay for
private snow removal.

“Even if it is a private commu-
nity, according to the Municipal
Services Act, they [the borough]
are supposed to reimburse you
for part of it [snow removal]. We
pay half a million dollars a year to
Garwood. That is what I am up-
set about more than anything,”
Tom Pedas, a resident of The
Pointe, told The Leader.

“The residents sadly do pay
high taxes but that is a result of
the market at the time of the
purchase of the property. New
construction taxes are based on
the sale of property and some of
those townhouses at the time
were selling for close to
$600,000,” Borough Clerk Chris-
tina Ariemma told The Leader in
an e-mail.

“However, I do feel for these
people in this situation. Let’s not
neglect the fact that the only
service not being provided is snow
removal on what the judge de-
termined to be a ‘private drive-
way/road.’ We do provide them
services and no one ever men-
tions that,” she said.

The municipality provides The
Pointe garbage, recycling, leaves
and grass pickup, Ms. Ariemma
said, as well as street lighting in
the areas that are not private.
Ms. Metz said The Pointe pays for
the electricity of the street lamps
on Chestnut Street and Maple
Street, which are municipal
streets.

Gudrun Minton of Maple Court
in The Pointe said at last week’s

council meeting, “Here in Garwood
we are being shortchanged. 512
Maple Court, you would think that
is a street, but the city decided it
is a driveway and we are not
getting the basic services you are
talking about. This is not fair. We
are paying the highest taxes in
this community – we should be
getting something.”

The plaintiff, as stated in the
ruling, said that Chestnut Court
and Maple Court “allow for two-
way traffic and has a fire lane.”

Testimony at the hearing by
plaintiff witnesses Mark Epstein,
chairman of the Association at
The Pointe, and Russell
Fernandez of Bechtel Engineer-
ing, and defendant witnesses,
Police Chief Bruce Underhill and
Borough Engineer Victor Vinegra,
were used in the basis of the
court’s decision, as well as case
law Bligen versus Jersey City

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD — A public hearing
to review the site plan being
submitted by Cranford Develop-
ment Associates LLC for the
Birchwood Avenue development
will be held on Wednesday and
Thursday, August 8 and 9, at the
Union County Courthouse. And
township officials, past and
present, voiced their displeasure
at Tuesday night’s township com-
mittee meeting, not only about
the venue for the hearing but
also the timing.

Cranford Development Associ-
ates is proposing to build 360
new housing units in what local
officials say is a flood zone. Town-
ship Attorney Phil Morin said
Tuesday night that Douglas
Wolfson, a court-appointed spe-
cial hearing officer, had sched-
uled the two-day public meeting

in Elizabeth even though both
Cranford officials and the devel-
oper had sought to have the
hearing held in Cranford. Mr.
Morin added that the Cranford
Board of Education had offered
the Orange Avenue School as a
venue.

Several residents also com-
plained about the venue, saying
it will be more difficult for inter-
ested residents to travel to Eliza-
beth and then find parking in
advance of the hearing, which
begins at 10 a.m. on both days.
Mayor David Robinson agreed,
saying “It’s a hassle.” The mayor
also questioned the timing of the
hearing, noting that many resi-
dents may be out of town on
summer vacations during the
early days of August. And he
agreed with comments made by
former mayor Mark Smith, who
said the site plan approval hear-

Judge Rules The Pointe Not Entitled to Snow Removal by GW
Housing Authority as introduced
by the defendant and case law
Stonehill Property Owners Asso-
ciation versus Township of Vernon
as introduced by the plaintiff.

In the Bligen case, “…the court
held that a driveway located
within the housing authority did
not fall within the Municipal Land
Use Law’s definition of a ‘street’…”

The plaintiff had argued the
Bligen case law was inapplicable
and had cited case law Stonehill
Property Owners Association ver-
sus Township of Vernon that
found a paved area providing
access to vehicular traffic from
public streets to private homes is
covered under the Municipal Ser-
vices Act.

At the May 8 council meeting,
William Connolly of Maple Court
in The Pointe, said, “The only
access for an ambulance is Maple
Court. The only way a fire engine

can get to me is through Maple
Court. The only way a police
officer in a patrol car can respond
to an emergency in my unit is
through Maple Court. Nonethe-
less, Garwood deems Maple Court
to be something less than a pub-
lic street. I think that is unfair.”

“This case was closely watched
by other municipalities here in
New Jersey, as this situation has
come up in other towns who are
confronted with the question
about access to condo neighbor-
hoods who have signs warning
non-residents to ‘keep
out’....these residents cannot
have it both ways. If my town is
expected to plow your private
road, our kids should be allowed
to skateboard there and ride bikes
and teachers should be able to
park their cars there,” Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi told The
Leader in an e-mail.

ings were being held before
Cranford Development will have
gotten the necessary permits
from the state Department of
Environmental Protection.

 “This seems to be putting the
cart before the horse,” Mr. Smith
said.

When the former mayor asked
if there was anything that could
be done to change the venue of
the hearing, Mr. Morin said the
committee had discussed options
in closed session, but would not
divulge the details of those talks.

After the two-day hearing, Mr.
Wolfson will then make recom-
mendations about the site plan
to state Superior Court Judge
Lisa Chrystal, who last year is-
sued an order over the township’s
objections allowing the develop-
ment to move forward. The town-
ship is in the process of filing an

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Birchwood Site Hearing Set for Aug. 8-9 in Eliz.
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appeal of the judge’s decision.
The township committee has

received a letter from the
Cranford Environmental Commis-
sion that, besides stating that it
is “extremely concerned” about
the Birchwood Avenue develop-
ment, asked that the township
secure the services of an environ-
mental consultant to assist with
the township’s fight against the
project.

In other business, the commit-
tee gave unanimous approval to
the 2012 capital budget, which
amounts to $1,361,800 for sev-
eral projects, according to Deputy
Mayor Andis Kalnins. He said
$280,000 in radio upgrades for
the police department will be
funded by the capital budget, along
with $265,000 earmarked for
sewer repairs, $280,000 for re-
surfacing of several streets, a re-
placement street sweeper and de-

silting efforts in the Rahway River.
“This is a well-balanced capital

program,” he said. In response to
a resident’s query, Mr. Kalnins
said no funding was included for
repairs of the dikes along the
Rahway River. He said the town-
ship is still reviewing cost esti-
mates for the project, which range
from $1 to $3 million.

Commissioner Kevin Campbell,
while voting to approve the capital
budget, said he would have pre-
ferred have money included for
dike repairs. “But a half or two-
thirds of a loaf is better than none,”
he said.

Commissioner Edward O’Malley
presented certificates to two local
businesses — the Cranford Cham-
ber of Commerce and
NJDriver.com — for their efforts at
adopting environmentally-sustain-
able practices as part of the local
Go Green initiative.

LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP…President Margaret M. McMenamin, left, and
Victor M. Richel, right, Chair of the Union County College Board of Trustees,
congratulate James Perry on his Lifetime Membership to the Association of
Community College Trustees.

state legislators and members of
the State’s congressional delega-
tion advocating on behalf of the
State’s 19 community colleges.

Since 2006, he has been the
Northeast Regional Chair of ACCT.
In this capacity, Jim has been a
member of the organization’s
Board of Directors. The Board
establishes policies that super-
vise, control and direct the af-
fairs of ACCT.

CRANFORD – At the Union
County College’s June 26 meet-
ing of the Boards of Governors
and Trustees, Jim Perry received
a Lifetime Membership to the
Association of Community Col-
lege Trustees (ACCT).

Mr. Perry, of Plainfield, has been
a member of the Union County
College Board since 1992 when
he joined as an appointed mem-
ber by the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders. In his 20
years of service, he has been a
key member, chairing the Edu-
cation Planning and Policy Com-
mittee, as well as serving as Vice
Chair of the Board of Trustees.

Jim has served as a Trustee
Ambassador for the New Jersey
Council of County Colleges for
many years. As a Trustee Am-
bassador, he meets regularly with

Birchwood Site Hearings Set Aug. 8-9

UCC Board Vice Chair,
James Perry, Honored

CRANFORD – Cranford High
School graduate Mary Kate
Mueller will host the “Fundraising
Festival Extraordinaire” featur-
ing a flea market and art show. A
musician and aspiring ambassa-
dor, Mary Kate will travel on a
scholarship to Brazil to advocate
for women’s rights and youth
development. She is one of 80
Global Citizen Year Fellows of
2012-2013.

In order for this program to
continuously change lives of fu-
ture generations, Mary Kate is
organizing a summer campaign
to help out future potential “Youth
Ambassadors.” She will host a
fundraising flea market and arts
festival on Saturday, July 21, and
Sunday, July 22, in Cranford at
56 Burnside Avenue from 8 a.m.

to 8 p.m. each day, with the flea
market during the day and per-
formances in the late afternoon
and evening.

The “Fundraising Festival
Extraordinaire” will feature a flea
market and art show from 8 a.m.
– 4 p.m. The flea market will
include furniture, instruments,
baked goods, local cuisine, cloth-
ing, jewelry, and everything in
between. The art show will be
spotlighting local artists’ and pho-
tographers’ work.

Live music and dance perfor-
mances will be from 4 to 8 p.m.
Dance performers include Shea
Jenning’s Irish Dancers (Satur-
day) and the IDance team from
Maplewood (Saturday and Sun-
day). On Sunday, Debra
Biderman from New Jersey Sym-

phony Orchestra will perform.
Aspiring local teen dancers and
musicians will also take the stage
throughout the weekend.

The entry fee for the perfor-
mances is $4 for a day pass and
$7 for a weekend pass. The full
schedule is available upon re-
quest.

Based out of San Francisco,
Global Citizen Year is spearhead-
ing a movement to immerse
young adults in developing coun-
tries around the globe after they
graduate high school. The pro-
gram is dedicated to building a
generation of global citizens.

A recent Institute of Interna-
tional Education (IIE) poll sug-
gests that Americans are increas-
ingly isolated from the developing
world. Less than one percent of
Americans will ever meet any of
the world’s 2.6 billion who live in
extreme poverty. There is an ur-
gent need to prepare a new gen-
eration of Americans for effective
leadership in a globalized world.
Few Americans possess the lan-
guage skills, cross-cultural under-
standing, or empathy needed to
create innovative, collaborative
and sustainable solutions to over-
come these challenges.

Global Citizen Year aims to cre-
ate in the next generation; glo-
bal competence, engaged lead-
ership, and college readiness.
The bridge year program is the
very opposite of ‘taking a year
off.’ Fellows will travel to devel-
oping countries in September to
live with a host family and ap-
prentice in a local organization,
thereby developing an ethic of
service, fluency in another lan-
guage, and a global perspective.
Upon return, these students will
be better prepared to effectively
explain the complexities of inter-
national development through a
profound first-hand experience.

Cranford High School Teen to Host
Flea Market, Festival Fundraiser

UC Tea Party to Meet
July 25 at Rustic Mill
CRANFORD —The next meeting

of the Union County Tea Party will
be held Wednesday, July 25, at 8
p.m. at the Rustic Mill Diner at 109
North Avenue, West in Cranford.
Ron Bass of United Patriots of
America will speak on the subject
of border security.

The Union County Tea Party is
a grassroots organization whose

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Probitas Verus Honos
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Spencer Savings Bank
Recognizes Local Student

GARWOOD – Spencer Savings
Bank, a community bank head-
quartered in Elmwood Park, an-
nounced the winners of its an-
nual scholarship program.
Among the winners is local stu-
dent Joseph Brecht, who at-
tended Lincoln Middle School in
Garwood. Spencer Savings Bank
granted Joseph with a $500
Coverdell Education Savings
Account (CESA) as a reward for
the hard work he has shown
throughout the entirety of his
educational career and his dedi-
cation to the community’s
growth and well-being.

Since the program was
founded in 2002, Spencer Sav-
ings Bank has awarded a total
of $248,000 in scholarships to
youths in the communities it
serves. This year, Spencer Sav-
ings Bank’s $22,500 scholar-
ship fund was divided among 15
high school students and 15
middle school students located
within the bank’s communities.
The criteria assessed in deter-
mining the quality of the candi-
date consisted of the applicants’
academic record, history of
community service and future
interest in a career in business,
finance or banking.

“Joseph demonstrated excel-
lence in academic achievement
and showed continuous dedica-
tion to our community,” said
José B. Guerrero, President,
Chairman and CEO of Spencer
Savings Bank. “We are proud to
support the future goals of such
deserving students through our
scholarship program, as we are
confident they will continue to
contribute to and support our
community for many years to
come.”

Centered on generating
growth through reinvestment
of local deposits into the com-
munity, Spencer Savings Bank
proudly supports local business
and workforce initiatives, civic
groups, charitable organiza-
tions, youth programs, and
other community-focused orga-
nizations.

For more information on the
scholarship program and addi-
tional programs established to
benefit local communities, or to
learn more about Spencer Sav-
ings Bank and its personalized
banking options, please visit
www.spencersavings.com.

AWARD OF EXCELLENCE…Union County College President Margaret M. McMenamin, left, and Victor M. Richel,
right, Chair of the College’s Board of Trustees, honor Dr. Patricia Biddar as a recipient of the 2012 NISOD Excellence Award.

CRANFORD – This past spring,
at the Annual International Con-
ference on Teaching and Lead-
ership Excellence, Dr. Patricia
Biddar, Executive Director of
Institutional Assessment, Plan-
ning, and Research at Union
County College, was honored as
a recipient of the 2012 National
Institute for Staff and Organiza-
tional Development (NISOD)

Excellence Award. Since its in-
ception in 1989, NISOD has em-
phasized the importance of
teaching and leadership excel-
lence in institutions of higher
education. The awards are given
annually to faculty, staff, and
administrators who are innova-
tors in teaching and learning.

The Excellence Award tradi-
tion allows NISOD member presi-

dents the ability to select an
individual at their college who
has defined the best in teaching
and learning practices that en-
courage student achievement.
This individual has contributed
towards student success and the
College’s mission. Dr. Biddar was
honored by the College’s Board
of Trustees at their June 2012
meeting.

Union County College’s Patricia Biddar
Receives National Excellence Award

***** Cranford/Garwood Education News *****

purpose is to educate, inform
and empower New Jersey resi-
dents in Union County, as well as
neighboring counties, to return
government at all levels to Con-
stitutional principles.

According to founding member
Vikki Jensen, “Our goals include
the resurgence of New Jersey’s
and America’s economy and a
return to liberty for all. We take
action against high taxes and
excessive spending, we seek the
repeal of business-stifling and
job-killing regulations, and we
promote the principles of free-
market capitalism. We seek a
government limited to protect-
ing citizens’ individual rights.”

The UCTP’s general meetings
usually take place on the third
Wednesday of every month, but
the July meeting has been post-
poned to the fourth Wednesday.
There is no charge. The public
and new members are welcome.
For more information,  e-mail
libertylady76@gmail.com or call
(908) 578-5005.

Probitas Verus Honos

Tea Party Meeting
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8




