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Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ATTENTION…The Scotch Plains Police Department held a graduation cer-
emony on July 12 at the John H. Stamler Police Academy for 10-to-12-year-old
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Middle School students who participated in the seventh
annual Junior Police Academy. The youth trained with the Scotch Plains Police
officers and detectives, Union County SWAT Team, Union County Bomb Squad,
the K-9 Unit and Union County Mounted Police. The program is designed to
bridge the gap between the members of the police department and local youth.

Alex Taner for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DON’T CONNECT SP/FW…At last week’s Courage to Reconnect Scotch Plains and Fanwood meeting in Fanwood
residents, including Mayor Colleen Mahr and George Weiss, voiced their concerns regarding the petition to explore a SP/
FW consolidation.

Horace R. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FINGER LICKIN’ FOOD...The LeMarmiton Society of Cranford, an interna-
tional cooking society comprised of all men, held its annual barbe at the home of
Rich Humphrey in Westfield on July 14. Member Bill Drejka of Grillbillies
Barbecue manned the grill.

UC Freeholders Moving Ahead
With Privatization at Runnells
By PAUL J. PEYTON

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders is con-
tinuing to privatize operations at
Runnells Specialized Hospital in Ber-
keley Heights in an effort to reduce an
$11-million operating deficit.

At last week’s agenda meeting, the
board considered a resolution for
tonight’s regular meeting for a one-
year, $8.4-million contract with
Gaithersburg, Md.-based Sodexo, Inc.
to take over dietary and housekeeping
services. The contract, according to the

agenda, would save the county a little
over $2 million. The proposed contract
offers an option for an additional two
years through December 31, 2015 and
a second option for 20 months, extend-
ing the contract through August 31,
2017.

On a draft agenda available online
July 11, the contract under consider-
ation was for the full five years at a cost
of $33.3 million.

The freeholders approved a $1.9-
million contract in April to Genesis
ElderCare Rehabilitation Services, Inc.
of Kennett Square, Pa. for privatization

of Runnells’ occupational, physical and
speech therapy services. It is antici-
pated that contract will save $376,000
while also producing $1.5 million in
additional revenues for the county.

The total budget for Runnells per the
2012 county spending plan is $36.9
million.

In other business, a resolution was
on Thursday’s agenda for a $250,000
settlement of a lawsuit brought by
Stephen McGuire, president of the
Union County Policemen’s Benevo-
lent Association, Local 250, against
the county. Mr. McGuire had filed a
civil suit in March of 2011 alleging that
his First Amendment rights to free
speech were violated when he was
suspended without pay for five days
for an e-mail he sent November 2,
2010 to his membership.

“The e-mail discussed an arbitration
concerning the Union County
Prosecutor’s Office’s policy of reim-
bursing officers for their fuel costs,”
according to Federal District Judge
Faith Hochberg’s denial of a motion by
the county to have the case dismissed.

PBA 250 had won that arbitration
award involving additional fuel re-
quests for five officers for commuting
expenses.

“Plaintiff (McGuire) contends that
his suspension was retaliation for his
union activities,” according to Judge
Hochberg’s summary judgment deci-
sion.

The Prosecutor’s Office contended
that Detective McGuire’s e-mail was
in violation of the General Rules and
Regulations for professional conduct
and loyalty and found him in insubor-
dination resulting in the suspension.

The county freeholders have autho-
rized $110,000 in legal costs to outside
law firms to represent the Prosecutor’s
Office in the matter. Prosecutor
Theodore Romankow and Robert
Buccino, chief of detectives, and the
Prosecutor’s Office itself were named
as defendants in the case.

Judge Hochberg had scheduled the
trial to start June 12 at the U.S. Federal
Courthouse in Newark.

Mr. McGuire had sought dismissal
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Farmers’ Market Crash
Damages Vehicles, Stands

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Last Sat-
urday morning, less than an hour
after the Scotch Plains Farmers’
Market opened for business, a mo-
tor vehicle accident occurred, re-
sulting in damage to other vehicles
as well as to vendors’ stands and
wares, and sending one person to
the hospital.

At approximately 8:50 a.m.,
Scotch Plains police responded to a
motor vehicle accident reported at
the farmers market, which is held in
the municipal  parking lot next to
the municipal building on Park Av-
enue on Saturdays from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m.

According to Captain Brian
Donnelly of the Scotch Plains Po-
lice Department, an 88-year-old
Fanwood resident driving a 2000
Chevy Malibu was backing out of a
parking spot when she hit the gas
pedal instead of the brake. Her ve-
hicle then struck another parked
vehicle, which then hit a 19-year-
old woman who was sitting in a

chair at the bakery stand. The
younger woman suffered a leg in-
jury, and was taken to Overlook
Medical Center in Summit. The
driver of the vehicle, who received
a summons for careless driving, was
also taken to the hospital after com-
plaining of chest pains, but was not
injured.

“It was pandemonium for a
minute,” Captain Donnelly said. “It
looked a lot worse than it was. The
accident could have been very bad,
but fortunately there was only prop-
erty damage.”

Lisa Mohn, president of the
Scotch Plains Business and Profes-
sional Association, told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times that the
driver is a frequent customer at the
market.

“The driver was so shaken up,
[because] the girl was so upset and
in shock,” Ms. Mohn said.

According to Ms. Mohn, the ve-
hicle struck by the driver was an
SUV belonging to a vendor.

“Luckily, she hit the truck,” Ms.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

Benjamin B. Corbin for The The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE FINEST…Scotch Plains police officers receive the Chief’s Achievement
Award on July 12. They were given this award for their years of service in
volunteering their time to run the Scotch Plains Junior Police Academy.  Pic-
tured, left to right, are: Scotch Plains Police Chief Brian T. Mahoney, Officer
Dave Lavery, Sgt. Ernesto Hernandez, Officer Jerry Brown and Det. Shawn
Johnson.
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Fanwood, SP Residents Question
Process for Consolidation Study

By SARA MAGNOLA-TANER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The citizens’ or-
ganization Courage to Reconnect
Scotch Plains/Fanwood (CTR-SPF)
held the second of three public meet-
ings July 10 at Forest Road Park in
Fanwood. The organization is seek-
ing local and state endorsement to
study consolidating the two towns.

Presiding over the meeting was
CTR-SPF chairman and Scotch
Plains resident Fred Lange, as well
as Gina Genovese, executive direc-
tor of Courage to Connect NJ, and
Christopher Vaz, assistant division
director at the New Jersey Depart-
ment of Community Affairs.
Princeton Township Mayor Chad
Goerner also was in attendance, “as
a resource” to answer questions re-

garding the consolidation process,
since Princeton Township and
Princeton Borough residents voted
to merge their two municipalities in
November of 2011.

Courage to Connect NJ is a non-
profit, non-partisan organization
that educates the public about the
Local Option Municipal Consoli-
dation Law of 2007. Mr. Lange en-
listed the group’s assistance in 2011
to help him form CTR-SPF, which

is comprised of five Scotch Plains
residents and five Fanwood resi-
dents.

Mr. Vaz explained to the many
residents in attendance at the July
10 meeting that the state’s role is to
facilitate the public meetings.

“Consider me the moderator to
mandate decorum,” Mr. Vaz said.

Mr. Lange explained that CTR-
SPF is trying to get permission from

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

SP Bd. Tells Applicants to
Resubmit Building Plans

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The Scotch
Plains Zoning Board of Adjustment,
last Thursday evening, turned down
five out of five applications by
homeowners seeking variances or re-
lief from code. Board attorney Vincent
K. Loughlin had reservations on each
application and told each to resubmit
their plans.

Donald Auriema, of 2245 Madison
Avenue, who wishes to relocate an
upstairs bathroom downstairs where
there is now a two-car garage attached
to the front of the house, submitted an
especially complicated application. The

house is on a corner lot measuring
24,176 square feet. Mr. Auriema also
wishes to construct a detached two-
story, two-car garage at the back of his
property facing another street. The
backyard already has a patio, a pool,
and they wish to add a cabana. Mr.
Auriema is represented by his attorney,
Richard Cohen, and architect, Michael
D. Giambalvo.

The Auriema’s have a 14-year-old
boy who has his own bedrooms and a
set of three-year old triplets, who are
sharing one bedroom. They wish to
add more bedroom and bathroom space
in the home and more storage space on
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Congratulations to Our June
Sales Associate of the Month!
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FW Residents Speak Out at
Borough Council Meeting

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — With the bulk of
Fanwood’s boards and commissions
either not meeting in July or meet-
ing later in the month, the reporting
of the borough’s official business
was set to a simmer at July’s bor-
ough council meeting Tuesday
night. But that did not stop lively
discussion on what seemed to be
weighing on both the council’s and
the residents’ minds; the “Courage
to Reconnect” organization’s ap-
plication to the state’s Local Fi-
nance Board and its implications
for Fanwood.

Resident George Weiss began the
discussion with a quote his late wife
was fond of. “Things are not always
as they seem. Skim milk masquer-
ades as cream.” In Mr. Weiss’ view,
the proverbial “skim milk” is the
Courage to Reconnect group itself,
who, in its application to the Local
Finance Board, is petitioning the
board to create a Municipal Con-
solidation Study Commission to
study a Scotch Plains and Fanwood
merger.

Residents in attendance com-
plained about the timing and the
limited publicity over the public
hearings recently held to discuss
the Local Finance Board applica-
tion and by the lack of transparency
over the individuals acting as the
driving force behind the push to
form the commission. It was sug-
gested that the organization is not
representative of the prevailing view
of voters of either municipality, but
the personal agenda of Fred Lange,

a resident of Scotch Plains, and a
few other residents who have
cloaked themselves in anonymity
while trying to shoehorn a merger
between the municipalities. Harry
McNally, a resident of Fanwood,
questioned whether the organiza-
tion was “a dictatorship” and ac-
cused it of being run by “outsid-
ers.”

The council’s collective re-
sponses, albeit tempered, held a note
of dissatisfaction with how the
Courage to Reconnect group oper-
ated. Councilman Robert Manduca
commented that he was disturbed a
number residents and council mem-
bers is the “sheer lawlessness” about
the overall process involved and
the “bureaucratic overreach” asso-
ciated with the Local Option Mu-
nicipal Consolidation Act.

Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell has formed her own
counter-petition in response to the
petition before the Local Finance
Board.

Borough Attorney Dennis Estes
posited that one of the dangers of
the entire process is that the com-
mission, if formed, will have the
power to make a “momentous de-
termination” about whether it be-
lieves a merger should take place,
but to have “one person picking
four of the 10 members of the com-
mission is an absurdity” which
leaves Fanwood without fair repre-
sentation.

Council President Russell Huegel
implored residents who are in favor
of the application to come before

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8




