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Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE BIG BANG...Union County residents celebrate America’s 236th birthday on Wednesday, July 4. Fireworks are
shown above in a nighttime collage from Cranford at Nomahegan Park from the archives of 2010.

County’s Process Was Flawed
Resulting In Illegal Budget

Editor’s Note: The following let-
ter was sent to the towns of
Union County and the New Jer-
sey State Division of Local Gov-
ernment Services (DLGS).

*****
Dear Governing bodies of Union

County towns and Mr. Neff of the
DLGS:

Our Union County government
this year created many prob-
lems and flaws with their budget
process to the point where one
can declare it is now illegal and
thus they are not functional as a
proper government. The 21
towns do not have to be respon-
sive in sending any further
county tax monies to the county
until this complete failure of pro-
cedure is rectified. The towns
and the DLGS/Trenton should
demand proper resolution.

A simple list of this year’s Union
County budget process failures:

1) The budget process was
tainted by a conflict of interest
when Union County Freeholder
Chairman Al Mirabella selected
Freeholder Dan Sullivan to chair
the budget committee. Sullivan
is on both sides of the equation
in that he is director of the [Union
County Utilities Authority], which
sends millions of dollars into the
Union County budget and he
now is on the budget side ac-
cepting that money. County
Counsel Robert Barry, in his ig-
norance, could not see the con-
flict of interest. This was a pro-
cedural failure tainted by con-
flict of interest.

2) Every year during the bud-
get process departmental hear-
ings are normally held in the
county administration bldg on
the sixth floor for the public to
observe as the finance commit-
tee discusses the various de-

partments’ cost and capital re-
quirements. This transparency
process was scrapped for a pro-
cess that was done behind closed
doors and out of sight of the
public.... if it was really done at
all. This may or may not have
been a procedural failure, de-
pends on county policies, but it
reflects lack of transparency if
anything.

3) The budget was introduced
in May but was not voted on, so
the budget was not a formal
county budget put in place for
the public. This was a proce-
dural failure.

4) Some kind of budget hear-
ing was not listed on the county
website, but per county coun-
sel comment at that hearing
was previously advertised in the
media. This meeting was held
upfront before the normal June
14th freeholder meeting, but
without an agenda for the pub-
lic as to be aware of procedure.
The freeholders discussed cost
adjustments to their introduced
budget. The public showing up
at the normal freeholder meet-
ing were caught unaware. The
freeholders called it a “special
meeting” which, for transpar-
ency of governance, should nor-
mally have a written hard copy
agenda attached to this meet-
ing for the attending public.
This was another procedural
failure.

5) The county budget, later in
a third June 14th freeholder
meeting, was not voted on as
the budget but was voted on as
cal led “county budget as
amended.” However, one must
have a formal “budget” in place
before one votes to have a “bud-
get as amended.” This was the
final procedural failure.

The county budget is now ille-
gal.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

Letter to the Editor

GARWOOD — Progress, a new
store specializing in the resale
and buying of gently worn
woman’s and men clothing and
accessories, has opened at 200
North Avenue in Garwood.

“Our Store is very unique be-
cause we also cater to custom-
ers who embrace a lifestyle of
urban living and social con-
sciousness,” owner Tricia
Caminos said. “When you sell or
purchase from us, you are mak-
ing a conscious decision to pre-
vent good clothing from filling
our landfills. We are committed

to serving customers who ap-
preciates hip’ clothing, value
pricing, personalized service and
supports our ecosystem from
waste.”

Also, unlike Thrift-type stores
most customers visit, the
Progress store is typical of a
boutique store that found in
trendy New York City neigh-
borhoods like SoHo, Tribeca and
Greenwich Village. The busi-
ness has hardwood floors, eclec-
tic lighting and subtle textures.
The store sits on the former site
of 20-year old gas station.

Progress Store Open In GW on North Ave.

Cranford Youth & H.S.
Sports Programs

Go
Cougars!

Go and See a Game!

Please Support

Probitas Verus Honos


