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The long ball philosophy barely
won out over the slap-hit merry-
go-round philosophy as the Stage
House nipped the up-and-com-
ing A-1 Tree Service, 17-15, in
the first game of a doubleheader
in Scotch Plains Men’s Softball
League action at Jerseyland Field
in Scotch Plains on June 27.

The Stage House, 10-0 after
the game, comprised primarily
of veteran – long ago – athletes
and grads from Scotch Plains-
Fanwood (SPF) High School and
several New Providence Pioneers
totaled 20 hits, which included
four home runs and four doubles.
Left-handed hammer Andrew
Michinard banged a pair of two-
run home runs and a solo blast,
while Todd Simo slammed a two-
run homer and an RBI single,
while scoring twice. Tony Wargo
went 4-for-4, scored twice and
led the team with six RBI.

Stage House leadoff hitter Scotty
Savarese singled twice, walked
twice and scored three times.
Rob Horder drilled a pair of doubles
and scored twice. Brandon Doyle
doubled, singled and scored twice,
and PJ Dowling singled twice,
walked and scored once. Veteran
veterans John Pellazzato singled
and scored once, Emidio Monaco
had an RBI, and Tim Walsh had
two RBI and a single. Pitcher “Mo”
Wright singled and walked to help
his cause.

The A-1 Tree trimmers com-
prised almost exclusively of re-
cent SPF grads, within the past
three years, amassed 25 hits,
which included two triples and
two doubles. Lefties Kevin
Maroney went 2-for-3 with three
RBI and two runs scored, and
Gary Binkiewicz went 3-for-4,
with a double and two runs
scored. Mike Ridge ripped a pair

of RBI singles, doubled and scored
three times. Steve Bello (RBI, 2
runs scored, walk) went 3-for-3,
and Nick Galasso had two singles
and a triple, scored twice and
added an RBI.

But Jordan Bayroff, who batted
last in the lineup, had the most
hits with three singles and a triple,
while scoring once and adding
three RBI.

When he led off the fifth inning
with his triple, Bayroff shouted to
his teammates, “Does that bring
me up a few spots [in the lineup]?

Only the second game of the
doubleheader would tell whether

his question had fallen upon deaf
ears.

A-1’s Matt Greaney (run scored)
and Lou Mazzella (RBI) each had
two hits. Mike Lauricella had an
RBI single, and RBI sacrifice fly
and scored once. Mike Marsand
had two RBI, a single and scored
once. Kevin Coughlin added a
single.

Galasso led off the top of the
first with a triple to leftfield and
scored on Bello’s slashing single
to right. Maroney later lofted an
RBI sac fly to give A-1 a 2-0 lead.

“Let’s start banging with some
runs,” shouted Savarese as the

Stage House trotted in to bat.
“They can bang, but we can bang
harder.”

A-1’s lead was short-lived when
the Stage men got on their horses
and galloped with five runs on six
hits, which included Michinard’s
first two-run homer that flew past
the centerfielder and right fielder.

In the second, Ridge doubled
and scored on Marsand’s
grounder to short. Simo an-
swered with his two-run shot
down the leftfield line. In the
third, A-1’s Maroney thumped an
RBI triple and Lauricella followed
with an RBI sac fly, but the Stage

House came back with three runs
to grab a 10-5 lead.

In the fourth, as Michinard
stepped to the plate, Lauricella,
from his catcher’s position, yelled
to his outfielders, “Move back!
He hit a homer last time!”

Michinard slammed his solo
homer in the same location as his
first to make the score, 11-5.

Pellazzato added, “He told you
to move back!”

In the fifth, Bayroff became the
Alpha and Omega man when he
lined his leadoff triple and ended
the inning with a two-run single. In
between, the Tree trimmers rolled
off a merry-go-round of eight runs,
which included a string of six straight
singles, to take a 13-11 lead.

Concerned, Walsh shouted,
“Guys! Wakeup with the bat!”

The stallions came to the plate,
and Horder opened with a double.
Savarese walked, and Wargo
whacked a two-run single. Simo
slashed an RBI single. Michinard
lined a shot just shy of his two
previous shots, but the outfielder
gambled and attempted to scoop
it on a short one-hop, but the ball
skid past him for a two-run homer
to make the score, 16-13.

Doyle doubled and scored on
Walsh’s infield grounder in the
sixth to add one more insurance
run. In the seventh, Binkiewicz
drilled a leadoff double, Mazzella
singled and Ridge poked an RBI
single. Dowling, who was playing
third, gave the Stage House a
sigh of relief when he grabbed a
grounder, stepped on third for a
force out and fired to first to
complete a double play. Coughlin
singled, and Bayroff added an
RBI single before Galasso
grounded to shortstop Ed Zazzali
for the final out.
A-1 Tree Service 212 080 2 15
Stage House 523 151 x 17

MICHINARD RAPS 3 HRs, 5 RBI; WARGO WHACKS 4 HITS, 6 RBI; BAROFF GOES 4-FOR-4, 3 RBI

Stage House Barely Holds Off A-1 Tree Service Surge, 17-15
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AWAITING THE THROW…A-1 first baseman Matty Greaney makes the putout on Stage House veteran Tim Walsh. MORE PHOTOS ON PAGE 8
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