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Bringing two unbeaten records
into the final game of pool play to
determine which team would re-
ceive a bye for the first round of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tour-
nament Championship, the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s and
the Chatham Cougars lived up to
their expectations of quality play
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 26.

The pitching quality, the field-
ing quality, the hitting quality
and the coaching quality of both
teams was at a high standard,
but in the end, the Chatham
Cougars managed to nip the Raid-
ers, 4-3.

“We played this game in an
hour and a half. This is good
baseball played by both teams,”
Chatham Head Coach Bill
Karpowic said.

The Raiders out-hit the Cou-
gars, 9-6, but to all four pitchers’
credit, several hits never or barely
cleared the infield, although there
was no shortage of hard-hit balls.
Anthony DiNizo went 2-for-3 with
an RBI and a stolen base, and
Jake Friedman also went 2-for-3
and scored a run. Nick
McCormack singled, was hit-by-
a-pitch, walked and scored once.
Alex Lipshitz (RBI), Andrew
Kriney (run scored), Michael
Leegan and Patrick Downey each
had a hit. Sam Schetelich scored
once, while Regan Mooney
grounded out twice and Timmy
Glastal grounded out once.

Max Schelling led the Cougars
with a double and an RBI single,
while scoring once. Matt
Karpowic (run scored), Matt
Stamford (RBI), Peter Demaria
and Mac Brendahl each had a
hit. Billy Gyves had an RBI sac-
rifice fly. Clay Delsandro and
Charlie Bergman walked and

scored in their one plate ap-
pearance. Chloe Blanc, Tommy
Winter, Will Covino and Ethan
Glasgow all put the ball in play in
all of their at-bats.

Chatham starting pitcher Gyves
tossed the first three innings,
allowing two runs on four hits
and a hit batter. Lefty Stamford
pitched the next three innings,
allowing one run on five hits with
two walks. No Raiders struck out.

Raider starter Friedman pitched
three-and-a-third innings, allow-
ing four runs on six hits, while
walking three and striking out

two. McCormack pitched two-
and-two-thirds innings and al-
lowed no runs and no hits, while
walking one and fanning two.
Friedman’s only tough inning
came in the second when the
Cougars plated three of their runs
on two hits and two free passes.

“Jake Friedman did a great,
great job. He was really hitting
the spots, and he kept the ball
down against a very good hitting

DiNIZO GETS 2 HITS, RBI; FRIEDMAN RAPS 2 HITS, SCORES 1; LIPSHITZ RBI, SCHETELICH RBI

Chatham Cougars Nip Raiders in Ripken District 12, 4-3
team. He had some bad luck in
one inning, but he kept us in the
game. Then McCormack came in
and overpowered them a little bit
and threw a lot of strikes. Our
pitchers have been pitching in
tough situations with a lot of guts
all year,” Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins said.

Several of the hard-hit balls led
to fine fielding plays. Brendahl at
shortstop and Demaria at third
base fielded several tough
grounders that led to putouts.
First baseman Glasgow made a
leaping grab just after Stamford,

on the mound, initiated a fine
second-to-first double play to
dodge a bullet in the fourth in-
ning.

“Specifically, I had several
standout efforts. Billy Gyves
pitched three good innings, and
then Matt Stamford pitched the
last three innings. In the field,
we had a couple of standout plays.
Peter Demaria made a couple of
great plays at third base. My
shortstop made a couple of great
plays. We had a play in the fourth
inning where we turned a double
play. I feel like that was the
turning point. We have been in
pressure situations before, and I
try to tell them to play loose, so
I like to think that is coming a bit
more commonplace. That helped
us hang on. At the end, we gut-
ted it out. They had the winning
run on second base. I am happy
about the way the kids played
and they hit the ball really well,”
Coach Karpowic said.

“Their defense was excellent.
Their shortstop and their third
baseman, especially, made some
really tough plays look easy. We
hit two bullets in the first inning
that they made nice plays on. We
led off the second inning with a
bullet to the third baseman. One
or two of those balls gets through
and it’s a different game. I can’t
fault my guys. If they didn’t strike
out, they did everything they
could. Our kids fought hard,”
Coach Higgins said.

Chatham took a 3-0 lead in the
top of the second inning.
Karpowic led off with an infield
single. Bergman and Desandro
walked to load the bases and
Schelling drilled a hard RBI single
off the third baseman’s glove.
Gyves lofted his RBI sac fly to
right and Delsandro advanced to
third, while Schelling remained
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MAKING THE STRETCH FOR THE PUTOUT…Chatham first baseman Ethan Glasgow makes to stretch to get the
putout on Raider Andrew Kriney in the first inning of the Ripken Tournament at Gumbert Field in Westfield on June 26.
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