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Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong pitching efforts from
Jack Wolfson and Matthew
Sullivan allowed the Millburn
Cyclones, who overcame a 5-2
deficit and grab a 7-5 lead, to
hold on to claim a 7-6 victory
over the Westfield 12s in New
Providence Green League action
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 29.

With his team trailing, 5-2,
Wolfson took to the mound to
retire the last two batters in the
second inning then continued to
toss shutout ball, while walking
one and yielding just one hit,
before Sullivan stepped to the
mound in the sixth and managed
to hold off Westfield’s final at-
tempt.

“It was a lot of fun. We got
down early. The pitching really
helped out. We had some very
timely hits, and we were fortu-
nate that Matthew Sullivan was
able to close it out like he did.
Jack really shut them down too.
We are really fortunate that we
have so many good pitchers on
our team,” Cyclone Head Coach
Tony Torre said.

Westfield had only four hits but
added five walks and a hit batter
and reached base four additional
times on errors. Once on base,
the Blue Devils took advantage
of every opportunity with crafty
base running to total 11 stolen
bases. The majority of the thefts
came in the first two innings off
left-hand starting pitcher Raj
Kapur.

“We are very aggressive on the
bases. The one thing we like to
do, especially with those lefty
pitchers, when they are commit-

ted to make that throw, my fast
guys know when to break. We
worked on that play a lot, and we
get our guys to third base,”
Westfield Head Coach Pat
Pucciarelli explained.

One of Westfield’s chief thieves
was Steven Warren, who swiped
four bases. He also led the team
with two hits, two runs scored
and an RBI in his three plate
appearances.

“I have been fortunate enough
to have Steven on the team since
second grade. I am very pleased,”

Coach Pucciarelli said.
Andrew Milstein, who went 1-

for-3, also gave the Cyclones
headaches with four stolen bases.
Leadoff batter David Sprug, who
walked twice, scored once and
had an RBI, added two stolen
bases, and Robert Norris, who
scored once, had a stolen base.

Jack Cerria contributed a single.
Joseph SanGiocomo and Ryan
Palmer each scored a run, and
John Sickles had an RBI. Dean
Pucciarelli was hit-by-a-pitch.
Matt Meusel had a walk, while

Tyler Hoffman and Danny Bracco
put the ball in play in all of their
plate appearances.

The Cyclones totaled eight hits.
Leadoff batter Michael Helmacy
had an RBI double and a single
and scored three times, while
stealing two bases. Sullivan went
2-for-2 with two RBI and a run
scored. Jim Torre rapped a two-
run single and stole a pair of
bases. Anshul Nayar whacked an
RBI triple and scored twice. An-
drew Wyshner singled, stole a
pair of bases and scored. Ross

Gang singled, and Wolfson had
an RBI. Will Raincsuk, Raj Kapur
and Dylan Saggio all had three
plate appearances.

The Cyclones struck for two
runs in the top of the first inning.
After Helmacy singled and Nayar
reached on an error, Sullivan
drilled an RBI single and Wolfson
added an RBI groundout.
Westfield immediately answered
with two runs. Sprung walked,
stole two bases and scored on
Warren’s single to left. Warren
then stole two bases and scored
on a failed pickoff play.

In the second inning, Westfield
took advantage of two throwing
errors and four straight walks to
take a 5-2 lead. Sullivan ripped
his second RBI single in the third
inning to make the score, 5-3.

The Cyclones stormed the bases
in the fifth to grab their 7-5 lead.
Helmacy hit an RBI double, Nayar
slashed an RBI triple and Torre
punched a two-run single.

The Cyclones threatened again
in the sixth and had Gang on
second with no outs. Kapur
stepped to the plate and launched
a shot to deep centerfield, but
Warren made a spectacular catch
and had the presence of mind to
fire to second to complete a

WARREN CRACKS 2 SINGLES, SCORES 2 RUNS, STEALS 4 BASES; SPRUNG RBI, RUN SCORED
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STIRRING UP SOME DUST…Westfield’s Robert Norris, No. 24, stirs up some dust as he slides safely into third base
in the game against the Millburn Cyclones at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 29.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4


