
BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo New Jersey

Sports, Humor and Commentary

Page S-1  Thursday, July 5, 2012

goleader.com/ballyhoo

BallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhooBallyhoo
Submit commentary and items for publishing.

Email to ballyhoo@goleader.com

See & Subscribe at
goleader.com/ballyhoo

l'ennemi du journaliste
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense and gutsy
pitching made for a quick and
very well-played game between
the Westfield White 12s and the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood 12s in the
championship round of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 30.

The Raiders overcame a 2-0
deficit with a run in the fourth
and two more in the fifth then
held on to claim a 3-2 victory to
advance to the next round of the
single-elimination tournament.

Westfield White starter Tom
DelVecchio pitched the first four
innings, allowing one run on four
hits, one walk and a hit batter,
while striking out one. Ben
Cappiello occupied the mound in
the fifth and sixth innings, allow-
ing two runs on four hits and one
walk.

Westfield catcher Jake Vall-
Llobera gunned down a base run-
ner heading for second in the
first inning. DelVecchio knocked
down a nearly devastating line
drive off the bat of Nick
McCormack and recovered to
make a force out at third base in
the second inning. Centerfielder
Steve Barden snagged a liner in
the third inning. Mark Walter,
playing second, and DelVecchio,
playing short, made fine back-
to-back plays in the sixth to pre-
vent further Raider runs.

“I think it was really more about
defense. Both teams played really
good defense. That’s kind of like
what we’ve been all year, a really

good pitching defense team,”
Westfield White Head Coach
Humberto Vall-Llobera said.

Raider Anthony DiNizo tossed

the first three innings, allowing
two runs on four hits and three
walks while striking out two. Jake

Friedman pitched two innings,
yielded no runs on two hits and
two walks while fanning two.
McCormack pitched the final in-

ning, allowing no runs on one hit
and one walk.

“Our pitchers really have been
pitching with a lot of guts. An-
thony, Jake and Nick seem to get
tougher as the situations got

tougher. The two innings they
[Westfield] scored one run, they
could have very easily scored
two or three. They came back
and threw strikes, and our de-
fense stepped up to make the
plays,” Raider Head Coach Joe
Higgins said.

The Raiders’ defense commit-
ted no errors and received poised
performances, especially from
second baseman Alex Lipshitz
and shortstop Sam Schetelich.

“Defense has been keeping us
in games all season. We had one
bad weekend at Roselle Park.
Since then we bounced back.
Even if we lost today, we are not
beating ourselves, because they
[Westfield] played a nice game
too,” Coach Higgins said.

McCormack, who had the two
hardest-hit balls of the game,
hammered a solo home run over
the 250-foot mark in centerfield
in the fourth inning.

“He’s just a very tough kid. He
is a super nice kid. He always
wants to do the right thing. He
takes it to heart when he is strug-
gling, and this week, he started
to hit the ball really well again.
He deserves a ton of credit with
the way he swung the bat and
pitched today,” Coach Higgins
said.

Michael Leegan (2-for-3)
tapped what turned out to be the
winning RBI single in the fifth
inning to bring home DiNizo, who
had singled.

“He is a very good hitter. He’s
got a nice swing. He hits the ball
to all fields. That’s what he did on
that. He stayed back and hit one
through the left side,” Coach
Higgins said of Leegan.

Andrew Kriney (2-for-4) singled
earlier in the fifth and scored the
second run on an attempted
pickoff play. Vinnie Ferrara and

RAIDERS McCORMACK HRs, LEEGAN 2 HITS, RBI, KRINEY 2 HITS, WF’S APOSTOLOS 2 HITS

SPF Raiders Stop WF White in Ripken District 12, 3-2

Probitas Verus Honos
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BEATING THE THROW TO FIRST…Westfield White’s Mike Birle, No. 25, beats out an infield single as Raider first
baseman Jake Friedman catches the ball during the Ripken Tournament at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on June 30.


