
Page 16  Thursday, July 5, 2012 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Elm                               APPLIANCE

220 ELMER STREET    Westfield, NJ  07090908-233-0400

“Local Service at Highway Prices”
69 Years in Westfield

Kitchen and Laundry Appliances, TV’s, Grills and A/C’s

In Pedestrian-Friendly Amsterdam, It Is
Canals, Bikes, Red Lights And Charm
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

A friend who lives there describes
Amsterdam as being more like a vil-
lage of 800,000 than the capital city
of the Netherlands. That is one of
wonderful aspects of a city some re-
fer to as the “Venice of the North.”

No cars or taxis are necessary if
you plan to explore the city’s core
area, an area about a mile square that
fans out southward from the stately
Amsterdam Centraal railway station
to the Stadhouderskade, the highway
that rings three sides of the city cen-
ter.

Just bring some comfortable walk-
ing shoes and prepare to wander one
of Europe’s more unique cities, which
despite its anything-goes image, is
safe at all hours and is decidedly not
seedy or gritty.

I spent a quick 24 hours in
Amsterdam recently, interrupting a
visit to France for the chance to see a
city that feels architecturally as if you
were dropped into a life-size replica
of a scene out of “Hansel and Gretel.”
The city center, or Centrum, contains
a series of picturesque 17th century
canals arranged in concentric U-
shaped belts with the River Amstel
gently cutting through from the south
and terminating there.

The canals, which were placed on
the UNESCO World Heritage List
two years ago, can be crossed by any
number of small bridges and run
alongside buildings containing well-
maintained small shops and apart-
ments. The canals in the center of the
city are primarily narrow — 30 or 40
feet, perhaps, from one side the other.

Singel is the innermost canal in the
city, having first served as a moat
around medieval Amsterdam from

1480 until 1585. One of the wider
ones, the Zwanenburgwal, is also one
of its most beautiful, with the painter
Rembrandt and the philosopher
Spinoza having resided alongside it.
Herengracht, Keizersgracht and
Prinsengracht are some of the other
larger canals in the center of the city.

I could have easily spent my entire
time walking along and photograph-
ing the canals. The tree-lined neigh-
borhoods that run alongside them tend
to be mostly quiet, with the only
noise coming from the ducks and
swans you’ll see on the water as well
as the occasional canal boat moving
by slowly, sometime filled with a
group of friends or tourists clearly
having a good and, at times, boozy
time.

A word about transportation op-
tions in Amsterdam - as Los Angeles

is all about the au-
tomobile, in
Amsterdam, it is
all about bicycles.
You will never see
a greater concen-
tration of bicycles
anywhere else.
Everyone rides
them, they are
parked and locked
up everywhere, of-
ten in bunches of
10, 20 and more.
Next to the railway
station is a multi-
level parking
deck—for bikes!
They are every-
where, and they
often move
quickly. So be sure to be aware of
them wherever you are—and avoid
my small breach of etiquette when I
was sitting outside at a sidewalk table
eating dinner one night. I was stretch-
ing my legs too far out into the small
narrow street filled with passing pe-
destrians and cyclists, and a bike rider
avoided my outstretched foot by
swerving into a decorative flower pit
and tumbling to the pavement—fol-
lowed by a well-deserved scowl in
my direction. In other words, yield to
cyclists.

One does not see many private
autos in the city center. It’s appar-
ently expensive to park and, frankly,
many of the streets are quite nar-
row—and with so many pedestrians
and bikes, who would want to drive
anyway? Taxis are available if you
need one. And there is also a very
efficient tram system, which runs until
around midnight, is not expensive
and can get you pretty much any-

where in the city
in fairly quick
time.

One word of
caution, though:
while strolling
a r o u n d
Amsterdam, be
aware of your
surroundings
because the tram
runs on electric-
ity, making it
nearly silent and
hard to hear as it
approaches and
does not sound
its horn if you
happen to be
standing astride

its tracks. Several times, I found
myself standing and studying a map
in my hand, only to turn to see an
approaching tram mere feet away
from running me down. I’m guessing
collisions of this type are quite rare
but save yourself a spike in your heart
rate by not standing on tracks.

Some of the streets in Amsterdam
connect with one another via nar-
row alleyways that are home to el-
egant small shops and cafes. Some
are so narrow that no more than two
people can pass at one time. And in
one specific area, you will stumble
upon—without warning or signs or
fanfare—Amsterdam’s famous red-
light district. Prostitution is legal
here, so if you are touring the city
with the kids, either map out a route
that avoids it or be prepared to an-
swer questions about who the la-

dies in the windows and doorways
are, why are they dressed that way
and why are they beckoning to the
men passing by.

You will not notice you have en-
tered the red-light district because
the brick buildings housing the la-
dies are indistinguishable from the
ones containing shops and apart-
ments. The neighborhood is ar-
ranged like a series of several dozen
side-by-side ground-floor studio
apartments, with a door and a large
picture window from which the la-
dies of the night (and day) beckon
to prospective customers. There was
no air of seediness or danger in the
red-light district; it reminded me of
certain gentrified neighborhoods in
various American cities. The build-
ings are clean and well-kept, the
neighborhood is safe and the atmo-
sphere is low-key. And the chances
of seeing an actual red light are
pretty slim.

Another aspect of life in
Amsterdam is the legality of drugs,
namely the types that can be
smoked. Most of the consumption
is done in so-called hash bars, which
sell and make space available in-
side the premises for consumption,
so - again, if you are traveling with
the kids – do not fret too much
about the youngsters being exposed
to this side of life in public places.

Culturally, Amsterdam packs
quite a punch, given its relatively
small area. The Museumplein, a
grassy park situated just beyond
the Stadhouderskade ring highway,
is home to several great museum
including the Rijksmuseum (home
to the largest collection of classical
Dutch art), the Van Gogh Museum,
the Stedelijk Museum
(Amsterdam’s largest modern art
museum) and the Diamond Mu-
seum. Closer in to the city center
are the Rembrandt House Museum,
where the famed painter lived and
painted for nearly 20 years, and the
Anne Frank House, where the Jew-
ish wartime diarist and her family
hid from Nazi persecution.

As is the case with many Euro-
pean cities, sometimes it is best not
to have a detailed itinerary but to,
instead, just arrive and wander. This
is especially so in Amsterdam, given
its small size and ease of getting
around. It is an exceptionally pretty
city with nothing to compare it to in
the United States, Amsterdam is so
unique - like walking through a big
gingerbread house display, with lots
to see and experience.

Gozfest Rocks In the Hot
Sun For Sound Station

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

LIVINGSTON — The most fa-
mous music festivals are the result of
meticulous individual and sometimes,
corporate planning. But this week-
end, Gozfest featured bands from
across the state, playing two days of
music in Livingston and Westfield to
help raise money for the restoration
of the Sound Station (the Westfield
record store that burned down in Janu-
ary). It was created by a Westfielder
who has a history of having bands
play in his backyard.

Eric Gozdeiski (the namesake of
Gozfest) has been hosting the festival
in his backyard for years, but after the
Sound Station fire wiped out the lo-
cal landmark, he decided to expand
the event, and use it to help raise
money to rebuild. Luckily, he was
not alone in his effort, as several
people from Westfield, Scotch Plains,
and Glen Ridge helped out.

“We’ve been friends for a long
time, and doing Gozfest helped us
get together as a production com-
pany (Fool Gang Productions),” said
Hansel Romero, one of the organiz-
ers and bassist for the band
InSkagnito. “We’ve wanted to ex-
pand the show for a long time, and the
Sound Station fundraiser was the
perfect reason to do it.”

Originally, the event was set to take
place in Mt. Carmel in Berkeley
Heights, but negotiations on payment
and the level of police involvement
broke down, leading the show to
Livingston’s Riker Hill Art Park.

Fool Gang set up the electronics on
a hilly region of the park, as well as a
stage composed of plywood under the
blazing heat. But as the crowd started
to arrive, everything came together, as
a variety of bands hit the stage.

“We really reached out all over the

state for talent,” said Mr. Romero,
whose band hails from Scotch Plains.
“Some bands traveled for over two
hours to make it here. We even con-
tacted a few bands in L.A., just to see
if we could get them (they could not).”

The effort was a success, as the one-
day event stretched into two. The first
day featured varied bands like the solo
acoustic pop of Bobby Jae, the pop-
punk of The Starting Line and Cross-
town Train, and the ska-punk of
InSkagnito.

The mood was incredibly festive
and involved, as the bands get the
crowd involved as often as possible -
Jae told stories and jokes about his
songwriting and had a sing-a-long on
Weezer’s “El Scorcho,” The Starting
Line and Crosstown Train bashed their
guitars in on respective originals like
“Brass Knuckle Boxing” and “Ship-
wrecks,” while InSkagnito turned the
park field into a mosh pit, as the crowd
danced to the high energy horns.

Mr. Gozdiesky also made an ap-
pearance to thank the crowd and
encourage them to buy shirts and
CDs (sold by Sound Station owner,
Bob Larsen, who is in negotiations
for a new location) to fund the re-
covery effort.

Unfortunately, the show was shut
down in the park, but reorganized on
Sunday in Westfield, with perfor-
mances from local bands like the
pop-punk Blue Side Down, rockers
Transit Radio, and the ska-based
Birds in Hats.

Mr. Romero stated that Gozfest will
hopefully have more cause-related
events in the future, and that the event
will continue to grow. With the ab-
sence of the Union County Arts Festi-
val this year, we can only hope that a
new annual rock can be in the mix,
especially one that showcases young
talent from all across the state.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ROCKING THE HEAT...Gozfest, held this past weekend, featured bands from
across the state, including Crosstown Train, pictured. The bands played two days
of music in Livingston and Westfield to help raise money for the restoration of the
Sound Station.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BIKE APPEAL…It is estimated that there are about
1,000,000 bicycles in Amsterdam, and they are never out of
sight — whether being ridden or hitched to bike racks or
parked in a bikes-only parking deck.

Fred T. Rossi for The Westfield Leader and The Times

VENICE OF THE NORTH…Amsterdam is called the “Venice
of the North” because of the belts of canals that ring the city.

WCP Auditions For
The Fox on the

Fairway Announced
WESTFIELD — Auditions for

Westfield Community Players,
The Fox on the Fairway, the com-
edy-farce by Ken Ludwig, will be
held on Tuesday, July 17, and
Thursday, July 19, from 7:30-10
p.m. The play will be directed by
John Correll and produced by
Sally Brown.

Character requisites (three men,
three women) are as follows: Jus-
tin – About 25 years old, good
looking, offbeat, sweet, anxious,
a bundle of nerves with unruly
hair; Louise – About 23 years old,
beautiful, leggy, good-natured and
a little ditzy. She is in her own
world, which is very innocent.
Louise and Justin get very affec-
tionate with each other; Bingham
– 40s, tough, hard headed, Napole-
onic, but, somehow, likable;
Pamela – About 39, beautiful, very
sophisticated, very at home with a
martini (or whatever) in her hand;
Dickie – 40s, a bounder, a snake-
in-the-grass, a variant of his name;
Muriel – 40s a large Harridan,
Bingham’s wife, he calls her “Lady
Voldemort, She of Darkness.”

All actors must have good
comic timing and the ability to
perform physical comedy. Re-
hearsals are scheduled to begin
the week of August 12 or 19.

Production dates: October 6,
13, 19 and 20, at 8 p.m. and Octo-
ber 14, at 3 p.m.

An audition form can be sub-
mitted prior to auditioning. The
form can be found at
www.westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditionform.html.

Sharon Byrne And Judy Marchman Win Top
Honors At Minuetto Music Festival

SHOWCASE WINNERS…Milton Cross Young Artist Showcase winners are seen pictured at the recent Minuetto Music Festival. Pictured, front row, left to right,
are: co-chairs Janet Whitman and Lyle Brehm. Back row, left to right, are: Judy Marchman, Sharon Byrne, Hope Osborn, Stanley Wilson, Mayor Ellen Dixon, Dr.
Candace Wicke, Director, Shannon Hunt, Jenne Carey, Craig Sanphy, Laura Heckman, Sara Noble, Erica Papillion-Posey and Jami Leonard.

SUMMIT — Sharon Byrne and
Judy Marchman were named the
Milton Cross Young Artist winners
at the June 27 performance of this
year’s Minuetto Music Festival:
Milton Cross Young Artist Show-
case, Judy Kang in Concert and the
Minuetto Finale Concert. The
Young Artist winners were an-
nounced by Mayor Ellen Dixon with
presentation of crystal awards by
Festival Co-Chairs Janet Whitman
and Lyle Brehm at a reception held
at The Grand Summit Hotel.

Sharon Byrne is the mezzo-so-
prano soloist and alto section leader
at Calvary Episcopal Church in
Summit. She has actively partici-
pated in Calvary’s concert series
over the years, and her many orato-
rio performances as a soloist with
Calvary and with several local con-
cert series include Brahms’ Alto
Rhapsody, as well as Handel’s Mes-
siah, Bach’s Magnificat, Bach’s
Mass in B Minor, Bach’s St. John
Passion, Mendelssohn’s Elijah,
Mozart’s Requiem, and Verdi’s Re-
quiem. Sharon completed her gradu-
ate studies at Shenandoah Conser-
vatory where she earned her Master
of Music Education. She is cur-
rently studying voice with Dr. Chris-
topher Arneson of Westminster
Choir College and coaches with Ms.
Pamela Gilmore of Rutgers Uni-
versity.

Judy Marchman is a soprano from
the University of Miami. Her voice
is a delicate blend of rich and ethe-
real beauty. She has appeared in
Britten’s Albert Herring, Menottti’s
The Consul, in Milhaud’s Les
Malheurs d’Orfee, and in Verdi’s
Falstaff. Currently studying for her
DMA, she teaches applied voice,
opera theater and diction. Her up-
coming performances include
Rutter’s Magnificat and Gorecki’s
Symphony No. 3, Sorrowful Songs,
and Mozart’s Requiem.

The Milton Cross Young Artist
Competition was named for Ameri-
can radio announcer Milton Cross.
He was best known as the voice of
the Metropolitan Opera, hosting its
Saturday afternoon radio broadcasts
for 43 years. His distinctive voice
conveyed the excitement of live per-
formances “from the stage of the
Metropolitan Opera House in New

York City” for generations of radio
listeners. According to Janet
Whitmen, his grandniece, Mr. Cross
was dedicated to promoting the ca-
reers of young performers and she
was pleased that the Minuetto Fes-
tival named the young artist pro-
gram in his memory.

Rising Star Award Winners were
Erica Papillion-Posey (Colo.), Sara
Noble (N.J.), Jenne Carey (N.J.)
Craig Sanphy (N.H.), Shannon E.
Hunt (N.J.), Stanley Wilson (Mass.),
Hope Osborn (N.J.). The Emerging
Artist Award Winners were Michelle
Repella (N.J.), Jamie Leonard (Ind.)
and Laura Ann Heckman (N.Y.)

The Minuetto Music Festival was
sponsored by The Grand Summit
Hotel, which hosted a post-concert
reception for the artists and guests.
In addition, support came from In-
vestors Bank, Overlook Medical
Center, Hilltop Bank, Peapack
Gladstone Bank and Somerset Hills
Bank and private donors. The Fes-
tival was produced by the Continuo
Arts Foundation, under the direc-
tion of Dr. Candace Wicke and Dr.
Beverly Coulter of the Riunite Op-
era in Miami, Fla.

Continuo Arts offers an
intergenerational choral music pro-
gram for ages six to past 60 Sep-
tember to May and a Summer Mu-
sical Theater Conservatory July 2-
21, Willy Wonka and The Chocolate
Factory, and a “Voices Rising Show-
case” For more information call
908.264-5324 or visit  www.
continuoarts.com.

WF Senior Housing to
Host Author Hampton

WESTFIELD — Westfield Senior
Citizens Housing will host Westfield
author Deanne Hampton at a book
reading and signing for her book “My
Look-Like-Me Mommy” on Friday,
July 13, at 2:30 p.m.

“My Look-Like-Me Mommy” is
the story of Zachary, a zebra whose
mommy is a hippo, and his discovery
that he does not look like his mommy.
Throughout their adventure in town,
Zachary realizes that love is what
makes you family, not what you look
like.

Seniors at the home, along with
their children and grandchildren, will
enjoy the afternoon with this heart-
warming story. The event will take
place in the front lobby of the Westfield
I building. For further information,
contact Randi Kass, Recreation Co-
ordinator, at (908) 233-5898.

“My Look-Like-Me Mommy” is
currently available at The Town Book-
store in Westfield, as well as through
Tate Publishing.

See it on the Web!
goleader.com


