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MICHINARD RAPS 3 HRs, 5 RBI; WARGO 4 HITS, 6 RBI

Stage House Barely Holds Off
A-1 Tree Service’s Surge, 17-15

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The long ball philosophy barely
won out over the slap-hit merry-go-
round philosophy as the Stage House
nipped the up-and-coming A-1 Tree
Service, 17-15, in the first game of a
doubleheader in Scotch Plains Men’s
Softball League action at Jerseyland
Field in Scotch Plains on June 27.

The Stage House, 10-0 after the
game, comprised primarily of veteran
– long ago – athletes and grads from
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High
School and several New Providence
Pioneers totaled 20 hits, which in-
cluded four home runs and four
doubles. Left-handed hammer Andrew
Michinard banged a pair of two-run
home runs and a solo blast, while
Todd Simo slammed a two-run homer
and an RBI single, while scoring twice.
Tony Wargo went 4-for-4, scored twice

and led the team with six RBI.
Stage House leadoff hitter Scotty

Savarese singled twice, walked twice
and scored three times. Rob Horder
drilled a pair of doubles and scored
twice. Brandon Doyle doubled,
singled and scored twice, and PJ
Dowling singled twice, walked and
scored once. Veteran veterans John
Pellazzato singled and scored once,
Emidio Monaco had an RBI, and Tim
Walsh had two RBI and a single.
Pitcher “Mo” Wright singled and
walked to help his cause.

The A-1 Tree trimmers comprised
almost exclusively of recent SPF grads,
within the past three years, amassed 25
hits, which included two triples and
two doubles. Lefties Kevin Maroney
went 2-for-3 with three RBI and two
runs scored, and Gary Binkiewicz went
3-for-4, with a double and two runs
scored. Mike Ridge ripped a pair of

RBI singles, doubled and scored three
times. Steve Bello (RBI, 2 runs scored,
walk) went 3-for-3, and Nick Galasso
had two singles and a triple, scored
twice and added an RBI.

But Jordan Bayroff, who batted
last in the lineup, had the most hits
with three singles and a triple, while
scoring once and adding three RBI.

When he led off the fifth inning
with his triple, Bayroff shouted to his
teammates, “Does that bring me up a
few spots [in the lineup]?

Only the second game of the
doubleheader would tell whether his
question had fallen upon deaf ears.

A-1’s Matt Greaney (run scored)
and Lou Mazzella (RBI) each had
two hits. Mike Lauricella had an RBI
single, and RBI sacrifice fly and
scored once. Mike Marsand had two
RBI, a single and scored once. Kevin

McCORMACK HRs, LEEGAN 2 HITS, APOSTOLOS 2 HITS

SPF Raiders Stop WF White
In Cal Ripken District 12, 3-2

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Stubborn defense and gutsy pitch-
ing made for a quick and very well-
played game between the Westfield
White 12s and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 12s in the seeded round of
the Cal Ripken District 12 Tourna-
ment at Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield
on June 30.

The Raiders overcame a 2-0 deficit
with a run in the fourth and two more
in the fifth then held on to claim a 3-
2 victory to advance to the next round
of the single-elimination tournament.

Westfield White starter Tom
DelVecchio pitched the first four in-
nings, allowing one run on four hits,
one walk and a hit batter, while strik-
ing out one. Ben Cappiello occupied
the mound in the fifth and sixth in-
nings, allowing two runs on four hits
and one walk.

Westfield catcher Jake Vall-Llobera
gunned down a base runner heading
for second in the first inning.
DelVecchio knocked down a nearly
devastating line drive off the bat of
Nick McCormack and recovered to
make a force out at third base in the

second inning. Centerfielder Steve
Barden snagged a liner in the third
inning. Mark Walter, playing second,
and DelVecchio, playing short, made
fine back-to-back plays in the sixth to
prevent further Raider runs.

“I think it was really more about
defense. Both teams played really
good defense. That’s kind of like
what we’ve been all year, a really
good pitching defense team,”
Westfield White Head Coach
Humberto Vall-Llobera said.

Raider Anthony DiNizo tossed the

DiNIZO GETS 2 HITS, RBI; FRIEDMAN 2 HITS, SCORES 1

Chatham Cougars Nip Raiders
In Ripken District Tourney, 4-3

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Bringing two unbeaten records into
the final game of pool play to deter-
mine which team would receive a
bye for the first round of the Cal
Ripken District 12 Tournament
Championship, the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood 12s and the Chatham Cou-
gars lived up to their expectations of
quality play at Gumbert 1 Field in
Westfield on June 26.

The pitching quality, the fielding
quality, the hitting quality and the
coaching quality of both teams was at
a high standard, but in the end, the
Chatham Cougars managed to nip
the Raiders, 4-3.

“We played this game in an hour
and a half. This is good baseball
played by both teams,” Chatham Head
Coach Bill Karpowic said.

The Raiders out-hit the Cougars,

9-6, but to all four pitchers’ credit,
several hits never or barely cleared
the infield, although there was no
shortage of hard-hit balls. Anthony
DiNizo went 2-for-3 with an RBI
and a stolen base, and Jake Fried-
man also went 2-for-3 and scored a
run. Nick McCormack singled, was
hit-by-a-pitch, walked and scored
once. Alex Lipshitz (RBI), Andrew
Kriney (run scored), Michael Leegan
and Patrick Downey each had a hit.
Sam Schetelich scored once, while
Regan Mooney grounded out twice
and Timmy Glastal grounded out
once.

Max Schelling led the Cougars with
a double and an RBI single, while
scoring once. Matt Karpowic (run

scored), Matt Stamford (RBI), Peter
Demaria and Mac Brendahl each had
a hit. Billy Gyves had an RBI sacri-
fice fly. Clay Delsandro and Charlie
Bergman walked and scored in their
one plate appearance. Chloe Blanc,
Tommy Winter, Will Covino and
Ethan Glasgow all put the ball in play
in all of their at-bats.

Chatham starting pitcher Gyves
tossed the first three innings, allow-
ing two runs on four hits and a hit
batter. Lefty Stamford pitched the
next three innings, allowing one run
on five hits with two walks. No Raid-
ers struck out.

Raider starter Friedman pitched
three-and-a-third innings, allowing
four runs on six hits, while walking
three and striking out two.
McCormack pitched two-and-two-
thirds innings and allowed no runs

WARREN CRACKS 2 HITS, SCORES 2, STEALS 4 BASES

Millburn 12s Edge Westfield
In New Providence League

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Strong pitching efforts from Jack
Wolfson and Matthew Sullivan al-
lowed the Millburn Cyclones, who
overcame a 5-2 deficit to grab a 7-5
lead, to hold on to claim a 7-6 vic-
tory over the Westfield 12s in New
Providence Green League action at
Gumbert 1 Field in Westfield on
June 29.

With his team trailing, 5-2, Wolfson
took to the mound to retire the last
two batters in the second inning then
continued to toss shutout ball, while

walking one and yielding just one hit,
before Sullivan stepped to the mound
in the sixth and managed to hold off
Westfield’s final attempt.

“It was a lot of fun. We got down
early. The pitching really helped out.
We had some very timely hits, and we
were fortunate that Matthew Sullivan
was able to close it out like he did.
Jack really shut them down too. We
are really fortunate that we have so
many good pitchers on our team,”
Cyclone Head Coach Tony Torre said.

Westfield had only four hits but
added five walks and a hit batter and

reached base four additional times on
errors. Once on base, the Blue Devils
took advantage of every opportunity
with crafty base running to total 11
stolen bases. The majority of the thefts
came in the first two innings off left-
hand starting pitcher Raj Kapur.

“We are very aggressive on the
bases. The one thing we like to do,
especially with those lefty pitchers,
when they are committed to make
that throw, my fast guys know when
to break. We worked on that play a
lot, and we get our guys to third
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CATCHING A THIEF…Westfield White shortstop Mark Walter gets the throw from catcher Jake Vall-Llobera in time
to nail Raider Andrew Kriney at second.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TERROR ON THE BASES…Westfield’s Steven Warren, right, steals second as Millburn shortstop Ross Gang scoops the
throw. Warren stole four bases against the Cyclones.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LITTLE LATE WITH THE TAG…Raider catcher Anthony DiNizo makes the tag on Chatham’s Clay Delsanto in the
second inning but it is a little too late.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO KEEP HIS BALANCE…A-1 Tree shortstop Mike Ridge, right, tries to maintain his balance as he snags a high
throw just as Stage House’s Brandon Doyle slips into second.Probitas Verus Honos

Yankee reliever Goose Gossage
Born July 5, 1951
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