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NEW TO QUIMBY STREET.…A grand opening ribbon-cutting was held
recently for Gemmette Hair Studio, a full-service salon, at 110 Quimby Street in
Westfield. Attending the ribbon cutting, from left to right, are: Robert Centrella,
Downtown Westfield Corporation (DWC) board member, Westfield Council-
man Sam Della Fera, Mitch Beinhaker, Greater Westfield Area Chamber of
Commerce chairman, Mayor Andy Skibitsky, Jeff Gemmette and Jacqueline
Nanci of Gemmette Hair Studio, Councilman Dave Haas, DWC Economic
Development Committee Chairman Peter Vietes, Sienna Vietes, and Jeffrey
Christakos, DWC Economic Development Committee.

County OK’s New Site
For Construction Debris

COUNTY — Evergreen Recycling
Solutions, located at 110 Evergreen
Avenue in Newark, has announced
that they can now process construc-
tion, demolition, bulky and industrial
material from Union County. After
signing a reciprocation agreement
with the county as a materials recov-
ery facility, the company will now
begin accepting and recycling these
materials immediately.

ERS highlighted some advantages of
choosing their company as service pro-
viders. They are as follows: competi-
tive hauling and/or disposal costs, con-
venient location, free recycling reports
to document green initiatives and one
container system.

Evergreen Recycling Solutions also
offers hauling services and operates a
scrap metal yard at their facility.

Other approved materials recovery

facilities for Union County-generated
construction and demolition waste are:
Allegro Sanitation, 278 Secaucus Road,
Secaucus; Importico Transfer Corp.,
120 Baekeland Avenue, Middlesex; J.
Pyskaty, Inc., 800 Castle Road,
Secaucus; Waste Management of New
Jersey, Inc., 666 Front Street and 864
Julia Street, both in Elizabeth;
Montecalvo Disposal Services, 75
Crows Mill Road, Kearney, and
Plainfield Municipal Utilities Author-
ity, 87-95 Rock Avenue, Plainfield.

The New Jersey Meadowlands Com-
mission, 437 Bergen Avenue, Kearney,
was recently approved as a final dis-
posal facility while Covanta Energy,
which operates the county’s resource
recovery facility at 499 U.S. Highway 1
in Rahway, is the designated facility for
county-generated household, commer-
cial and industrial waste.

Sustainable Funding Strategy
Needed for Transportation

REGION – Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing is a statement of Veronica Vanterpool,
executive director of Tri-State Transpor-
tation Campaign, in response to the New
Jersey Legislature’s passage of a bond
cap increase for its transportation capi-
tal program.

“The New Jersey State Legislature
has passed a bill that raises New Jersey’s
total bonding for its transportation capi-
tal program to $1.247 billion in fiscal
year 2013. Yet, capital program expen-
ditures will remain flat, breaking the
trend of increasing the size of the capi-
tal program to address inflation and
growing transportation needs. The New
Jersey taxpayer will get less invest-
ment for the same price tag in coming
years.

“While the state is right to ensure
that it can pay for next year’s capital
plan, this is an irresponsible way to do
it. The move continues the state’s over-
reliance on debt to fund its transporta-
tion system, perpetuates the state’s his-
toric unwillingness to identify new rev-
enue sources for transportation, and
sanctions the diversion of transporta-
tion funds to plug budget gaps. The

loans taken out to pay for today’s trans-
portation projects will saddle future
generations with debt and commit even
more of the state’s dollars towards in-
terest payments, rather than improve-
ments to the state’s infrastructure. Bor-
rowing $260.6 million this year means
additional debt payments of roughly
$13 million each year for the next 30
years. This means that there will be at
least $13 million less per year to spend
on other pressing transportation needs
throughout the state. New Jersey’s
Transportation Trust Fund, set up in
1984 to pay for transportation projects
through dedicated tax revenues, has
been borrowed against so heavily that
the fund is now engulfed in debt.

“This bill is a wake-up call. New
Jersey needs a long-term, sustainable
funding strategy for transportation that
adequately addresses today’s and
tomorrow’s needs without relying on
debt. Anything less is irresponsible
and shortsighted. Tri-State calls upon
Governor Christie and New Jersey’s
lawmakers to begin today with a more
fiscally responsible long-term plan
moving forward.”

Environmentalists Agree
Flood Control Is A Priority

AREA — Strong advocacy by sev-
eral of the region’s environmental
organizations has brought a commit-
ment by the Mayors Council on
Rahway River Watershed Flood Con-
trol to make storm water manage-
ment a higher priority.

At its June 27 meeting held at the
Millburn Municipal Building, hosted
by Millburn Mayor Sadra Haimoff,
Union Mayor Joseph Florio and
Cranford Mayor David Robinson, the
Mayors Council heard from several
environmental organizations it invited
to the meeting to provide input on the
proposed South Mountain Reserva-
tion detention dam. Representatives
to the Mayors Council included May-
ors, councilmen and engineers from
Millburn, Union, Springfield,
Cranford, Kenilworth, Garwood,
Rahway and West Orange.

Representatives of organizations
such as the Millburn Environmental
Commission, Rahway River Asso-
ciation and Cranford Environmental
Commission, spoke on the project
and stated that past poor regional
planning, overdevelopment and in-
adequate storm-water practices have
contributed to regional flooding and
better storm-water management prac-
tices must be the highest priority of
the communities affected. Enforce-
ment of existing rules and implemen-
tation of best practices for new devel-
opment, such as green standards, have
to be in place. The concern expressed
was that a detention project could
later be marginalized by continued
inadequate storm-water management.

The Mayors Council announced it
would target several recommenda-
tions in the coming months to have
each community consider stepping
up storm-water management best
practices. In July a planning group
with representatives of various con-
cerned organizations and municipal
staff will meet to develop recommen-
dations for regional action. A review
of all the storm-water ordinances in
the watershed is already being under-
taken; a request to establish a 10 per-
cent reduction on municipal and school
facilities of impervious surfaces has
been established as a goal, and a re-
gional conference in the fall, cospon-
sored by the Mayors Council, the
Cranford Flood Advisory Committee
and other organizations, will be held.

During the June 27 meeting a pre-
sentation on the South Mountain dry

detention dam was provided by Leo
Coakley, Hatch Mott engineer, and
Dan Aschenbach, former Cranford
mayor. The details on the site remain
preliminary but input was provided
on the environmental impacts of the
project and mitigation requirements.
The public hearing was for the pur-
pose of input and was not a required
hearing. As the project proceeds, state
DEP will hold formal hearings as
part of the regulatory requirements.

The benefits of the South Mountain
dry detention dam was restated again
that almost three feet in water eleva-
tion at peak storm conditions could be
lowered at Millburn, Union and
Springfield and almost 1.5 feet at the
Kensington footbridge in Cranford.
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Lance Votes ‘Yes’ On Package
Including Fed Student Loan Rates

Legislature OK’s Drug
Court Bill; Heads to Christie

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has voted in
favor of a combined legislative package
to fund federal transportation programs
for two more years, keep loan rates low
for millions of students, and maintain
national flood insurance.

The catch-all measure, which passed
the House by a vote of 373-52, would
overhaul transportation programs, giv-
ing states more flexibility in how they
spend federal money, step up the pace
of road construction by shortening en-
vironmental reviews, impose new safety
regulations and boost funding for a
federal loan guarantee program aimed
at increasing private investment in high-
way and other transportation construc-
tion projects.

“The multi-year transportation reau-
thorization enacts critical reforms to
our nation’s transportation programs,
significantly streamlining Washington’s
bureaucratic project process while giv-
ing states and the private sector more
flexibility, stability and certainty all
without higher taxes or adding to the
deficit,” Rep. Lance added.

The House-passed bill also included
a bipartisan agreement that would avert
a doubling of interest rates beginning
Sunday on federal student loans of 7.4
million students. The current 3.4 per-
cent interest rate on subsidized Stafford
loans would have ballooned to 6.8 per-
cent on Sunday under a cost-saving
maneuver contained in a 2007 law.

“With tuition costs rising and an un-
steady job market I believe it is impor-
tant that student loan rates remain at
their current level,” Rep. Lance said.

“Many of the members of the House
have called for extending the current
rates without adding to the deficit. I am
pleased that the U.S. Senate has agreed
to pass this fiscally responsible mea-
sure to assist recent graduates and cur-
rent college students.”

The legislation extends the federal
flood insurance program to 5.6 million
households and businesses, including
many in New Jersey.

“All three of these measures rein-
force my fiscally conservative beliefs
that Washington must live within its
means,” concluded the 7th District law-
maker.

TRENTON – A bill sponsored to
expand eligibility for the state’s drug
court substance abuse treatment pro-
gram and create a phased-in pilot pro-
gram in which any offender who’s eli-
gible would be automatically enrolled
in drug court was approved by the Sen-
ate on June 28 by a vote of 36-1, receiv-
ing final legislative approval. The As-
sembly passed the measure, 79-0, on
June 25. the legislation was sponsored
by Senators Ray Lesniak (D-20, Eliza-
beth) and Nick Scutari (D-22, Linden).

The bill, S-881, would expand the
number of criminal offenders eligible
for treatment for drug or alcohol addic-
tion under supervision of the state’s
drug court programs by removing some
of the disqualifications currently in place
for eligibility into those programs. Un-
der the bill, two of the existing manda-
tory criteria for eligibility – that the
offender in question have no more than
one prior conviction of a second degree
crime, and that the criminal offense in
question was committed under the in-
fluence or to support drug or alcohol
dependency – would be made permis-
sive, rather than mandatory, and the
current prohibition against more than
one prior conviction for robbery would
be eliminated. The result would be that
courts would have more discretion in
placing individuals in the drug court
program. The bill would additionally
allow individuals currently serving a
sentence of incarceration, or convicted
and awaiting a sentence, to request that
their eligibility for the program be re-
evaluated based on the new criteria.

Finally, the bill would phase-in the
implementation of a program that would

mandate access to special probation
under drug court for any offender with
a drug problem who is not disqualified
from the drug court program under the
revised criteria in the bill. The adminis-
trative director of the courts would over-
see the phase-in and would submit re-
ports to the Governor and the Legisla-
ture tracking the completion and revo-
cation rates for people admitted to drug
court, as well as the recidivism rates of
graduates, the costs associated with
implementing mandatory drug court,
and any other information that may
indicate the efficacy of the program.

The bill now heads to Governor Chris
Christie to be signed into law.

Bill to Turn Foreclosures to Affordable
Housing Heads to Gov. Christie

TRENTON – By a 44-33 part-line
vote on June 28, the state’s General
Assembly granted final legislative ap-
proval to a legislation aimed at trans-
forming foreclosed properties into af-
fordable housing. The Senate passed
the bill, 21-18, on June 25.

“Abandoned properties are a major
problem, particularly in urban areas
and as they erode and drag down the
value of other properties in the neigh-
borhood,” said Assemblyman Green (D-
22, Plainfield), one of the sponsors of
the bill. “This bill provides a practical
solution for residents who have limited
financial means and are in need of af-
fordable housing, and for communities
that are dealing with the blight, reduced
property values and illegal activity that
is synonymous with vacant properties.”

The bill (A-2168), known as the “New
Jersey Residential Foreclosure Trans-
formation Act,” would establish the
“New Jersey Foreclosure Relief Cor-
poration” for the purpose of purchasing
foreclosed residential properties from
institutional lenders and dedicating
them for occupancy as affordable hous-
ing.

More than 100,000 New Jersey
homeowners are dealing with foreclo-
sures, according to reports.

Under the bill, the Foreclosure Re-
lief Corporation would be established
as a temporary entity within the New

Jersey Housing and Mortgage Finance
Agency (HMFA), and governed by a
seven-member board, with its opera-
tions expiring on December 31, 2017.

The bill would empower the corpora-
tion to purchase foreclosed residential
property and mortgage assets from in-
stitutional lenders in order to produce
affordable housing and dedicate it as
such for 30 years.

Municipalities would be given the
right of first refusal to purchase such
properties and dedicate them as afford-
able housing. A municipality that exer-
cises this right and dedicates the prop-
erty for affordable housing would re-
ceive bonus credits towards its afford-
able housing obligations.

“Our economy is intrinsically linked
to a healthy housing market,” said As-
semblyman Wisniewski (D-19,
Sayreville), the state’s Democratic
chairman and a bill sponsor. “Now, four
years into the recession, there are many
homes that have sat idle for quite a
while and deteriorated, making it even
harder to reclaim them. We need to
pursue creative solutions such as this to
reinvigorate our economy and our neigh-
borhoods.”

Whenever a municipality does not
exercise an option to purchase an eli-
gible property, the corporation or its
contractors would be able to convey the
property for occupancy as affordable
housing subject to a 30-year deed re-
striction to another public agency, a
community development corporation,
a developer, or a qualifying household
or the contractors may lease the prop-
erty for occupancy as affordable hous-
ing subject to a 30-year deed restric-
tion.

The bill would establish a mecha-
nism through which a “foreclosure-
impacted municipality” – one that has
10 or more foreclosed homes listed on
a multiple listing service for at least 60
days – could insulate its affordable hous-
ing trust funds from the laws that re-
quire the transfer of its trust fund mon-
ies to the “New Jersey Affordable Hous-
ing Trust Fund.”

The bill was amended during the
committee process to limit the author-
ity of the New Jersey Foreclosure Re-
lief Corporation to acquire real prop-
erty under the bill to short-term pur-
chases, of no more than 60 days, to
facilitate prompt conveyance of the
property for occupancy as affordable
housing.

The measure now heads to Governor
Chris Christie’s desk for consideration.

Lt. Jillian Saridaki

Lt. Saridaki Reports to
Travis Air Force Base
SCOTCH PLAINS — Upon

completion of her training at Patrick
Air Force Base in Cocoa Beach, Fla.,
in May, 2nd Lieutenant Jillian Saridaki
of Scotch Plains reported to Travis Air
Force Base in Fairfield, Calif.

 She has been assigned as deputy
director of the Equal Opportunity
Office. Lt. Saridaki is the daughter of
Debbie and Ed Saridaki of Scotch
Plains. She is  2000 Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School graduate,
holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in
History from Western New England
College and a Masters degree in Edu-
cation from Kean University. She was
commissioned after her basic officer’s
training at Maxwell Air Force Base,
Montgomery, Ala. in May of 2011.

Progress Store Open
In GW on North Ave.
GARWOOD — Progress, a new store

specializing in the resale and buying of
gently worn woman’s and men clothing
and accessories, has opened at 200 North
Avenue in Garwood.

“Our Store is very unique because we
also cater to customers who embrace a
lifestyle of urban living and social con-
sciousness,” owner Tricia Caminos said.
“When you sell or purchase from us, you
are making a conscious decision to pre-
vent good clothing from filling our land-
fills. We are committed to serving cus-
tomers who appreciates hip’ clothing,
value pricing, personalized service and
supports our ecosystem from waste.”

Also, unlike Thrift-type stores most
customers visit, the Progress store is
typical of a boutique store that found in
trendy New York City neighborhoods
like SoHo, Tribeca and Greenwich Vil-
lage. The business has hardwood floors,
eclectic lighting and subtle textures.
The store sits on the former site of 20-
year old gas station.

O’Halloran Inducted
Into Honor Society

FAIRFIELD, Conn. – Fairfield
University announced that Annie
O’Halloran of Fanwood was inducted
as a member of the Connecticut Chap-
ter of Pi Mu Epsilon, the national
mathematics honor society. In order
to qualify for membership, a junior
or senior must major or minor in
mathematics, rank in the top third of
the class and have a 3.0 grade average
in mathematics.

Annie is the daughter of John and
Maureen O’Halloran and a graduate
of Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School. She is also active at Fairfield
University as a math tutor and swam
for two years on the varsity swim
team. She spent a semester abroad in
Galway, Ireland and plans a career as
a math teacher.

AG Holder
Should Comply

WASHINGTON, D.C. — Editor’s
Note: The following is an excerpt from
Rep. Leonard Lance’d (R-7th) state-
ment in response to the U.S. House  vote
to hold Attorney General Eric Holder
in contempt of Congress:

“...It is my strong opinion that Mr.
Holder has failed to take responsibility
for Operation Fast and Furious. He and
officials at the Justice Department have
been less than forthcoming with the
facts surrounding the failed anti-gun-
running operation. The American people
deserve better from our nation’s top law
enforcement officer. The family of agent
Brian Terry deserve the truth. “I call on
Attorney General Holder to comply
with the congressional subpoena and
allow this House to conduct a proper,
thorough and vigorous investigation into
Operation Fast and Furious.”


