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30 YEAR ANNIVERSARY
Karl Gerckens has been creating beautiful kitchens for 30 years

www.craftsmankarl.com • 522 Central Ave., Westfield • 908-377-6761 • email: craftsmankarl@verizon.net
Designing • Installation • Remodeling

DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

$336$336AVERAGE 
ANNUAL
SAVINGS:

SHOPPING FOR CAR INSURANCE?
CALL ME FIRST.

*

Geico saved $440* on average with Allstate

Progressive saved $332*  on average with Allstate

State Farm saved $182 *  on average with Allstate

Annual  savings based on information reported nationally  by new Allstate  auto customers for  policies
written  in  2010.  Acutal  savings  will  vary.  Allstate  New  Jersey  Property  and  Casualty  Insurance
Company: Bridgewater, NJ. © 2011 Allstate Insurance Company

Nelson C. Espeland, LUTCF
(908) 233 6300

Save even more than before with
Allstate.
Drivers who switched to Allstate saved an
average of $336* a year.  So when you’re
shopping for car insurance, call me first. 
You could be surprised by how much you’ll
save.

The Espeland Group
Scotch Plains
nelson@allstate.com

LEADER IN PARIS…Janet Frigerio catches up on local news in The Westfield
Leader in front of Carcassonne in the south of France.

Greg Ryan for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
NIGHTTIME BLAZE...At 9:25 p.m. Friday, the Westfield Fire Department responded to a house fire at 725 Standish Avenue in Westfield. Heavy smoke and fire
were evident. With the help of several towns, the fire was put out quickly. No injuries were reported. Several rescue squads responded to help with monitoring the
firefighters due to the 90-degree heat. See www.goleader.com/photos.

district in making various videos
and for taping all of the BOE meet-
ings. He thanked Justin for all the
time and effort he gave to the dis-
trict and wished him well in all his
future endeavors.

Mr. Whitehouse noted that last
summer Justin had won Best in En-
tertainment Variety Youth in the
AMC National Hometown Video
Awards in Tucson, Ariz. He asked
Justin to step in front of the camera
instead of being behind it to be
congratulated and asked him where
he would attend school in the fall.
Justin then reported that he was
enrolled at New York University’s
Tisch School of the Arts.

The next BOE meeting will be
held on Thursday, August 23, at
7:30 p.m. in the administration
building at Evergreen Avenue and
Cedar Street in Scotch Plains. No
board of education meetings are
scheduled for July.
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SPF-BOE

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
WAITING FOR THE MOVIE...Fanwood kicked off its free movie summer series
with a presentation of Puss in Boots, the story about the events leading up to the
sword-fighting cat’s meeting with Shrek and his friends. Movies will be shown on
a 16-foot-wide outdoor movie screen at LaGrande Park through August 14.

Dominic Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
UNDEFEATED!...The Deerfield Elementary School’s girls’ softball team was
recognized at the June 26 Mountainside Board of Education meeting for its
undefeated season.

Dominic Lagano for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
TALENTED PHOTOGRAPHER...Allison Post, a student at Deerfield Elemen-
tary School in Mountainside, was honored by the Mountainside Board of
Education on June 26 for her photography submission in the national Parent
Teacher Association Reflections Program.

other organized groups so as not to
interrupt their use time.

Also, the “Y” proposed to build a
second playground at the front of
the building, just south of the walk-
way to the entrance. It would be a
35-foot square fenced-in play-
ground for preschoolers, situated
90 feet from Beech Avenue and 60
feet from East Street.

“We didn’t want to put it in the
back because we didn’t want to
take any more of the field space,”
Mr. Schmidt said.

Residents also were concerned
with how much traffic would in-
crease because of “Y” members
using the fitness facility as well as
the childcare services. The “Y”’s
traffic engineer is scheduled to tes-
tify before the board at the July 25
meeting to that.

“We already have a lot of traffic,”
Locust Avenue resident Jared
Cumming said. “Do you anticipate
a problem with that in terms of
safety?”

“No,” “Y” Chief Executive Of-
ficer Mark Elsasser responded.

“The school is a school and was a
school before and had a lot of the
same kind of volume or more vol-
ume. I don’t anticipate having a
problem based on the type of pro-
gram we are offering,” Mr. Elsasser
said.

The fitness center would close at
9 p.m. weekdays and 6 p.m. on
Saturdays, and would be open from
noon to 4 p.m. on Sundays.
Childcare would start at 7 a.m. and
end at 6:30 p.m., weekdays. Mr.
Elsasser said he estimates about 200
members would use the Garwood
“Y” fitness facility, and that a maxi-
mum of about 30 people would use
the facility at one time. He also
anticipated 12 to 14 employees
would be in the building at any
given time.

Susan Morton, senior director of
Child Care Services at the “Y,” said
the school could have a maximum
of 80 children in childcare, but she
estimated that there would be about
60.

After residents were alarmed that
the “Y”’s 11,000 members could
have access to the Garwood facil-
ity, Mr. Elsasser said, “The whole
idea of conceptualizing this is, if
you put a small family workout
center here, perhaps residents of
Garwood, especially families, might
not have to fight their way through
traffic and go to another location
and come to a neighborhood place
and work out. The volume is not
going to be that great.”

Mr. Elsasser also said, given the
main “Y”’s much larger and varied
fitness areas and extensive pro-
grams, that most members would
continue to use the main “Y” and
not come to use the Garwood facil-
ity. The Garwood fitness room
would be about 400 to 600 square

feet and have about 10 to 15 pieces
of air pressurized training equip-
ment that is safe for young adults
and some cardio equipment. There
would not be weights. Should vol-
ume be a main concern of residents,
he said the “Y” would restrict the
facility for members who sign up
for the Garwood “Y” only. There
also would be fitness classes of-
fered, mostly geared to senior citi-
zens.

Mr. Schmidt also had Thomas
Spera, BOE supervisor of build-
ings and grounds, testify about the
increased vandalism at Washington
School since it closed two years
ago. Mr. Spera noted broken win-
dows, security cameras, vent cov-
ers and window screens, as well as
the laminated glass elevator being
shattered several times, and a fau-
cet overflowing – costing the BOE
$60,000. There is also increased
trash strewn around the property,
he said.

Sal Perednia, treasurer of the
Garwood Baseball League, said the
league would like to see an advi-
sory committee in place, which the
“Y” was in favor of.

James Watson, a land surveyor
hired by the “Y,” said the only addi-
tional lighting on the property
would be for two signs – a front-
sign identification and a sign in the
rear.

Gary Maher, attorney with Maher
& Maher, questioned the complete-
ness of the “Y”’s application at the
onset of the hearing, with zoning
board member Bruce Paterson
agreeing with Mr. Maher. However,
after a board discussion, the board
decided to continue hearing the
application.
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Garwood Zoning Board WF Rec. Dept. Discusses
Leasing of Tennis Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Several residents
questioned the Westfield Recreation
Commission Monday night about
the lack of daytime availability for
residents of the town’s tennis courts
adjacent to the Westfield Memorial
Pool. Monday’s meeting, the last of
the summer, was held on the grounds
of the pool.

Marci Borg, a tennis pro at the
indoor tennis facility on East Grove
Street, and Debbie Osment, both of
Westfield, questioned why those ten-
nis courts are being leased to a pri-
vate tennis company which gives
lessons for profit when it is public
property which could be used by the
public for free.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann responded, “We have a
lease agreement with the company.
They pay $10 per hour for use of
three of those courts. We also have
professionals teaching in other pro-
grams, such as art.”

Ms. Borg said, “If I knew you were
allowing tennis pros to teach at the
courts for that fee, I could provide
that service for a much lower rate to
the public. If you are offering this
service, why didn’t it go out to bid?”

Mr. Kaufmann replied, “It is a
professional service and that doesn’t
go out to bid.”

According to information ob-
tained by The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times, P3 Tennis Acad-
emy, a private company based in
Cranford, is leasing three of the
courts adjacent to the pool and is
charging $555 per week, per child,
Monday through Friday, from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m., ages 14 to 16. An alternate
program, held Monday through Fri-
day, charges $300 per week, per

child, ages 14 to 18, and is held from
1 to 4 p.m. The owners of the com-
pany are Phil Stevenson and Bill
Bynum.

Ms. Osment stated she recently
went to the courts with her son, and
all six courts were being used by P3
Tennis, so that she and her son were
unable to play. She asked where the
money being paid to the recreation
department is going, to which Mr.
Kaufmann replied, “It’s going to the
Field Improvement Trust Account.
The lease is in effect until the end of
August.”

“I didn’t think it was possible to
use public courts for such a pur-
pose,” Ms. Borg said. “Could I come
in and talk to you?” Ms. Borg asked.
“Sure,” Mr. Kaufmann responded.

In other business, Debbie Burslem,
president of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, told the commis-
sioners, “We have a lot of work to be
done, but not in July.” She said
Mindowaskin Park needs trash cans,
and that the drainage system needs to
be replaced. She said she would also
like to discuss signage and additional
lampposts. She said people are congre-
gating in the park at night, lighting fires
and causing vandalism.

On another subject, Mr. Kaufmann
said that the local Red Cross chapter
would no longer be supplying its senior
transportation service. He said the
Westfield Recreation Department will
be taking over the service, and for this
year, it will be funded by the Westfield
United Fund. He also said the depart-
ment has hired Diana Johnson as a part-
time employee who will oversee the
program and help out with secretarial
duties in the office.

The recreation commission will
not meet in August. Meetings will
resume in September.
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Union County Freeholders
ficial turf and lights at Wheeler Park
in Linden and Rizzuto Park in
Union, both of which are county
parks.

“This is to the tune of $2,750,000
that you will be spending for artifi-
cial turf in this economic climate
when we just went through a disas-
ter of a budget,” Garwood resident
Bruce Paterson said. “I would re-
ally like to hear somebody explain
how laying off people is not as
great a priority in this economic
climate as providing turf. It really
boggles my mind.”

The freeholders also approved a
three-year contract with Brown &
Brown and Worth Insurance
Agency, both of Florham Park, as
the county’s insurance broker. An-
thony Tavaras of Brown & Brown
said the commission paid to his
firm is “built into the rates” based
on membership, enrollment and the
type of health insurance plan. He
said the firm’s fee is 1.3 percent of
the insurance rate, which means
there will be no increase to the
county for insurance broker ser-
vices in the new contract.

The Freeholders renewed its
health insurance contract with Ho-
rizon Blue Cross Blue Shield of
New Jersey for $47.8 million, a 4
percent increase amounting to $1.3
million over last year. The prescrip-
tion plan, included as part of the
Horizon contract, is $10.2 million,
a decrease of 4.02 percent or $1.8
million. The overall contract is
down $500,185 over last year.

Tina Renna of Cranford, presi-
dent of the Union County Watch-
dog Association, asked why the
county did not change to the state’s
health benefits plan to save money,
as recommended in a report by state
comptroller Matthew Boxer.

Matthew DiRado, director of per-
sonnel and acting director of ad-
ministrative services, said the
county did get a quote from the
state’s benefits plan, which he said
was $2.2 million over the county’s

current vendor.
On another matter, Rick Sarkisian

of Harrington Park asked the board
to pass a resolution supporting Con-
gressional legislation, HR 1489, to
bring back Glass Steagall, passed
in 1933, “which is split between
commercial and investment bank-
ing.” The act was repealed through
passage of the Gramm-Leach-Bliley
Act and signed by President Bill
Clinton in 1999.

“The events of the past three years
proves that the supervision of na-
tional banks for protection of de-
positors has been ineffective. I pro-
pose much more rigid supervision,”
Mr. Sarkisian said.

Quoting President Franklin
Roosevelt, he said, “Investment
banking is a legitimate business.
Commercial banking is another
wholly seperate and distinct legiti-
mate business. There consolidation
and mingling is contrary to public
policy.”

He said he found “disturbing”
the “apparent pledge of support by
the Federal Reserve and therefore
the American people to backup a
massive bailout of the Euro sys-
tem.”

The board also announced that
County Manager Al Faella has been
elected vice-president of the Na-
tional Community Development
Association.

Reading is good for you!
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