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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
THE BIG BANG...County residents celebrate America’s 236th birthday on Wednesday, July 4. Fireworks are shown above
in a nighttime collage from Cranford at Nomahegan Park from the archives of 2010.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
FAMILY NIGHT OUT...The Walter Family gets ready for the movie at the
Fanwood Party in the Park June 26 at LaGrande Park.

Paul Lachenauer for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
RIDE ’EM COWGIRL...This youngster enjoys riding the mechanical bull at the
Fanwood Party in the Park on June 26 at LaGrande Park.

Christina M. Hinke for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CONCERNED NEIGHBORS...The Garwood Zoning Board began hearing the
application for the Westfield Area “Y” last Wednesday to open a childcare and
family fitness center at Washington School. The application will be continued
July 25.

‘Y”s GW Application
To Continue on July 25

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD – The Westfield Area
“Y” began its zoning board hearing
Wednesday, before a standing-
room-only audience, on its appli-
cation for a conditional use vari-
ance to relocate its Garwood-based
childcare program to Washington
School, and add a pre-school and a
small family fitness facility, with
plans to open in September. The
application will continue Wednes-
day, July 25.

Washington School was taken
offline by the board of education
(BOE) in 2010 because of budget-
ary reasons, and students were
merged at Lincoln School. Earlier
this year, the “Y” had signed a ten-
tative, five-year lease with the
Garwood Board of Education.

Currently, the “Y” operates
childcare at St. Paul’s Church on
Center Street. Pre-school is taught
through the Garwood school sys-
tem, and should the “Y”’s applica-
tion be approved, preschoolers
would, should families choose to
enroll them at the “Y,” shift over to
Washington School come Septem-
ber. Dana Parkhill, a mother whose

child is enrolled at the Garwood
Schools preschool, said she had not
heard that the preschool would be
cancelled this coming year, and
spots would be held at the “Y” fa-
cility, should the application be ap-
proved.

The same concerns voiced last
week at an informational meeting
with residents and “Y” representa-
tives were heard again at the zoning
board meeting. Most residents are
concerned with limited parking and
loss of the playground and basket-
ball court use for local kids. Van-
dalism and devaluation of homes
was voiced last week. The “Y” ad-
dressed most of these issues
Wednesday night.

John Schmidt, Jr., attorney for
the “Y,” established that the black-
top where the basketball court is
situated would remain as is, after
last week a majority of residents
objected to parking there, and staff
would park on the street, and the
baseball field and the open field
would remain open to the public.
He said the “Y” would use the fields
for skills training, but would coor-
dinate with the T-ball teams and
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Fanwood Planning Board
Hears Four Applications

By LAURIE SCHWARTZ
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – The Fanwood Plan-
ning Board heard four applications
during its June 27 meeting.

The homeowners at 34 Forest Road,
situated at the intersection of Forest
Road and North Avenue, currently
have a four-foot-tall wooden picket
fence around their backyard that they
want to replace with a six-foot, solid
PVC one, citing security and safety
reasons, most notably the pool in the
backyard.

The Fanwood Police Department
objected to the application on the
grounds that the new fence might
obstruct the line of sight of motorists

turning onto North Avenue from For-
est Road. Planning Board Chairman
Jack Molenaar said he went to the
location and he did not believe a
higher fence would obstruct anyone’s
view, especially since the fence, which
is only in the backyard and not the
front yard, did not come close to the
intersection.

All but one member of the board
voted in favor of the application on
the condition that the new fence is
built on the homeowners’ property
(the existing fence is not), resulting
in the new fence being further away
from the sidewalk that runs parallel
to North Avenue. The sole dissenter
argued that the fence should be lo-
cated even further away from the
sidewalk and that shrubbery should
be planted in front of the fence to
“soften” the visual impact of a higher
fence, a condition imposed on prior
applicants. Mr. Molenaar suggested
that the board not “legislate” by im-
posing conditions above and beyond
those required by the Land Use Code.

The homeowners at 133 North
Martine Avenue currently have a de-
tached one-story garage and sought
approval for a larger, two-story lofted
garage. Homeowner Katrina Coxe
told the board that she was looking to
use the second story for storage only.

One board member shared the senti-
ment that, after suffering damage
from Hurricane Irene, he could un-
derstand Ms. Coxe’s storage con-
cerns. Other members thought the
updated garage would be aestheti-
cally pleasing and in line with other
detached garages in the neighbor-
hood. Board member Daniel Zucker
objected to the application on the
basis that the borough limits garages
to a single level for good reason, but
all others in attendance were in favor
of the renovation. One concern dis-
cussed among officials is that two-
story garages might be illegally used
as residences.

The board also heard two other
applications. The owners of a home
at 72 MacDermott Place requested
permission to put a second level onto
their Cape Cod-style home within
the existing footprint of the house
(building only up and not out). The
homeowners at 47 Fifth Street sought
a variance in order to build a patio
and wanted to reinstall a drainage
system at the end of the driveway that
they had previously removed. All at-
tending members voted favorably on
both applications.

The next planning board meeting
is scheduled to be held on Wednes-
day, July 25.

Scotch Plains-Fanwood BOE
Hears Special-Education Report

By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS – Before sum-
mer break begins for members of
the Scotch Plains-Fanwood Board
of Education, the group held a brief
meeting in the Media Center of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School last Thursday evening.

During this time members of the
BOE heard a special-education re-
port given by Thomas Beese, Jr.,
director of special services for the
district.

According to Mr. Beese, the re-
port was done in compliance with
state regulations to evaluate spe-

cial-education state performance
plan indicators for the 2010-2011
school year.

According to the report, the spe-
cial-education graduation rate is at
100 percent in the district, where
the state indicated that a rate of 80
percent or higher is acceptable. In
addition, the dropout rate for the
district is at 0, where up to 4.9
percent is allowable.

Mr. Beese also reported that the
participation rate for assessments
in grades 3-5 in both math and lan-
guage arts for the district was at
100 percent. In grades 6-8 language
arts, 99.6 percent of students took

the test and 99.5 percent were
present for the math portion. For
11th grade, 100 percent of special-
education students took the lan-
guage arts portion of the test while
98.1 percent was assessed in math.

Mr. Beese also reported on the
proficiency rate for children with
Individualized Education Plans
(IEP) and the state standards set.

In grades 3-5, Mr. Beese reported
that 100 percent of children were
proficient in language arts and 72.8
percent were tested proficient in
math. He also reported that the dis-
trict fell short in the 6-8 grades
language arts assessment, where
students scored at a 43.9 percent
proficiency rate for language arts
and a 44.5 percent in math.

According to the report, the 11th
grade also did not meet state re-
quirements as 70.6 percent were
tested as proficient in language arts
and 56 percent tested proficient in
math.

Mr. Beese also noted that the dis-
trict fell short on IEPs for children
6-21 served in public or private
separate schools, residential place-
ments or homebound or hospital
placements. While the state indi-
cates that they would like only 8
percent of students in these pro-
grams, the district placed 12.2 per-
cent.

Mr. Beese reported that to com-
bat this statistic and help the dis-
trict, the special-education program
has continued to “expand services
to children at the elementary- and
middle-school level, increasing
self-contained classes.” He also
noted that the district has initiated a
“through 21” program at the high
school, incorporating daily living
and pre-employment activities for
students.

In other business, Board of Edu-
cation President Trip Whitehouse
congratulated recent graduate Jus-
tin Scholar, noting all of the work
he had done over the years for the
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New Location OK’d For
County’s Construction Debris

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers approved the first reading of an
ordinance to approve the New Jer-
sey Meadowlands Commission
landfill in Kearney as the new des-
ignation for county-generated con-
struction, demolition, dry industrial,
bulky and vegetative waste. The
commission replaces South Orange-
based Transload America, which
suddenly shut its doors on May 25
and filed for bankruptcy.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who
serves as interim executive director
of the Union County Utilities Au-
thority, which has approved a one-
year contract with the Meadowlands
Commission, said the bankruptcy
created a situation in which the
county did not have a facility to
handle construction and other bulky
waste not accepted at the county’s
garbage incinerator in Rahway. That
waste had been going to the Oak
Island rail yard in Newark, utilized
by the Canadian Pacific Railway
(CPR).

Mr. Sullivan said the UCUA had
approved a five-year contract with
Transload in 2008. He said under
the one-year pact with Meadow-
lands, the fee would drop $14 per
ton of waste from $95 to $81 per
ton. He said the UCUA will go out
to bid for the contract next year. Mr.
Sullivan said the UCUA notified
municipalities and some 500 haul-
ers regarding the change of loca-
tion for the waste.

The board introduced the ordi-
nance by a 7-0-1 vote, with Mr.
Sullivan abstaining. Freeholder

Deborah Scanlon was absent. The
public hearing and final adoption
vote on the ordinance, which
amends the county’s solid waste
plan by replacing Transload with
Meadowlands, is scheduled for
Thursday, July 19.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to rent space at
40 Parker Road in Elizabeth for 10
years for the county’s Division of
Social Services, with two optional
five-year renewals. Frank Guzzo,
director of human services, told the
county at the board’s agenda meet-
ing Thursday that the county was
gaining 9,000 square feet with the
15,500 square feet of building space
on Parker Road. He said the addi-
tional space was needed due to “un-
precedented numbers” of welfare
clients in the current economy, caus-
ing lines outside the building, re-
sulting in security issues.

The new location replaces 342
Westminster Avenue in Elizabeth,
which includes the county’s immu-
nization center. The total contract
is for $3.5 million, an increase of
$281,000 over the Westminster
lease, with the county and state each
paying $99,000 annually for the
space. Mr. Guzzo said the county
also would now have more space
for its immunization clinic, noting
that the center at Westminster was
“woefully small.” He also said the
county has the option “to pull out at
any time” of the agreement. The
county additionally has space at
200 West Second Street in
Plainfield.

The board also approved resolu-
tions to spend $2.7 million for arti-
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