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EXTRAORDINARY PROFESSIONALS

Greg Ryan for The Westfield Leader
NIGHTIME BLAZE...At 9:25 p.m. Friday, the Westfield Fire Department responded to a house fire at 725 Standish Avenue in Westfield. Heavy smoke and fire were
evident. With the help of several towns, the fire was put out quickly. No injuries were reported. Several rescue squads responded to help with monitoring the firefighters
due to the 90 degree heat. See www.goleader.com/photos.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
THE BIG BANG...Union County residents celebrate America’s 236th birthday on Wednesday, July 4. Fireworks are shown
above in a nighttime collage from Cranford at Nomahegan Park from the archives of 2010.

Photo courtesy of Debby Burslem
BEATING THE HEAT…A water truck from Fairview Cemetery waters the
newly-planted grass seed at Mindowaskin Park. Renovations are being made at
the park with the help of Friends of Mindowaskin Park. Inquiries of the Friends
can be made via email info@mindowaskinpark.org or by calling (908) 233-0028.

WF Planning Board Approves
Carleton Avenue Subdivision

By LISA HAGEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD - The Westfield Plan-
ning Board discussed and eventually
approved all four applications it heard
Monday, which included residential
and commercial properties and build-
ings.

Attorney Arthur Attenasio dealt
with the first three applications, and
Richard Toniolo was the attorney who
spoke on behalf of several clients
concerning the last application.

Michael Mahoney applied for a
subdivision at 926 Carleton Road,
which he proposed would involve a

lot with the existing single-family
house and garage and a new resi-
dence with a two-door attached ga-
rage. Along with six other houses
that have attached garages on the
street, the new one would have a
proposed 18-foot driveway.

He said that people think it is im-
portant to have a backyard for their
children to play in which they can see
from the house. Mr. Mahoney also
said that the green space is “more
pleasing to the eye.”

Licensed engineer Thomas Quinn
proposed a plan with drawings about
how the drainage would work since

certain parts of the property are lower
than others. Swails would be installed
on both sides of the house, which
would intersect the run-off, to get as
much water from the backyard to
drain into the road.

“All we can do is reduce the water,
but we cannot eliminate it com-
pletely,” he said. “It can be reduced
substantially by about 50 percent.”

Neighbor Rebecca Ricigliano and
her husband, Nicholas, objected be-
cause of the water that accumulates
in their backyard. They brought in
pictures of the flooding from March
2010 and last month. They estimated
that they pumped about 69 tons of
water out of their backyard after the
storm in December.

“We will be great neighbors no
matter what happens, but we are con-
cerned about our property rights,”
she said.

Keenan Hughes also testified that
the proposed subdivision is “very
appropriate” for the neighborhood
because it meets minimal require-
ments, there are no substantial detri-
ments and drainage will be improved.
He also said that it would add more
aesthetics that are “wholly consistent
with the character of the neighbor-
hood.”

Mr. Mahoney said that if the board
approved the proposal, he would be
willing to install a pump system. Af-
ter the discussion from the public and
board members, the proposal was
approved.

K.O. Realty, Westfield LLC, lo-
cated at 436 South Avenue, proposed
to add a second story, create more
signage on site and install landscap-
ing on an adjacent property. Appli-
cant Charles Oppler, who said it was
the tenth real estate sales office the
company acquired, wants more signs
because of its unique location and to
add landscaping to make the “build-
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Christina M. Hinke for The Westfield Leader
CONCERNED NEIGHBORS...The Garwood zoning board began hearing the
application for the Westfield Area “Y” last Wednesday to open a childcare and
family fitness center at Washington School. The application will be continued
July 25.

‘Y”s GW Application
To Continue on July 25

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
 Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Westfield Area
“Y” began its zoning board hearing
Wednesday, before a standing-
room-only audience, on its appli-
cation for a conditional use vari-
ance to relocate its Garwood-based
childcare program to Washington
School, and add a pre-school and a
small family fitness facility, with
plans to open in September. The
application will continue Wednes-
day, July 25.

Washington School was taken
offline by the board of education
(BOE) in 2010 because of budget-
ary reasons, and students were
merged at Lincoln School. Earlier
this year, the “Y” had signed a ten-
tative, five-year lease with the
Garwood Board of Education.

Currently, the “Y” operates
childcare at St. Paul’s Church on

Center Street. Pre-school is taught
through the Garwood school sys-
tem, and should the “Y”’s applica-
tion be approved, preschoolers
would, should families choose to
enroll them at the “Y,” shift over to
Washington School come Septem-
ber. Dana Parkhill, a mother whose
child is enrolled at the Garwood
Schools preschool, said she had not
heard that the preschool would be
cancelled this coming year, and
spots would be held at the “Y” fa-
cility, should the application be ap-
proved.

The same concerns voiced last
week at an informational meeting
with residents and “Y” representa-
tives were heard again at the zoning
board meeting. Most residents are
concerned with limited parking and
loss of the playground and basket-
ball court use for local kids. Van-
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WF Rec. Dept. Discusses Leasing of
Memorial Pool Tennis Courts

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Several residents
questioned the Westfield Recreation
Commission Monday night about the
lack of daytime availability for resi-
dents of the town’s tennis courts adja-
cent to the Westfield Memorial Pool.
Monday’s meeting, the last of the sum-
mer, was held on the grounds of the
pool.

Marci Borg, a tennis pro at the in-
door tennis facility on East Grove Street,
and Debbie Osment, both of Westfield,

questioned why those tennis courts are
being leased to a private tennis com-
pany which gives lessons for profit
when it is public property which could
be used by the public for free.

Recreation Director Bruce
Kaufmann responded, “We have a lease
agreement with the company. They
pay $10 per hour for use of three of
those courts. We also have profession-
als teaching in other programs, such as
art.”

Ms. Borg said, “If I knew you were
allowing tennis pros to teach at the
courts for that fee, I could provide that
service for a much lower rate to the
public. If you are offering this service,
why didn’t it go out to bid?”

Mr. Kaufmann replied, “It is a pro-
fessional service and that doesn’t go
out to bid.”

According to information obtained
by The Westfield Leader, P3 Tennis
Academy, a private company based in
Cranford, is leasing three of the courts
adjacent to the pool and is charging
$555 per week, per child, Monday
through Friday, from 9 to 4 p.m., ages
14 to 16. An alternate program, held
Mondays through Friday, charges $300
per week, per child, ages 14 to 18, and
is held from 1 to 4 p.m. The owners of
the company are Phil Stevenson and
Bill Bynum.

Ms. Osment stated she recently went
to the courts with her son, and all six
courts were being used by P3 Tennis,
so that she and her son were unable to

play. She asked where the money being
paid to the recreation department is
going, to which Mr. Kaufmann replied,
“It’s going to the Field Improvement
Trust Account. The lease is in effect
until the end of August.”

“I didn’t think it was possible to use
public courts for such a purpose,” Ms.
Borg said. “Could I come in and talk to
you?” Ms. Borg asked. “Sure,” Mr.
Kaufmann responded.

In other business, Debbie Burslem,
president of the Friends of
Mindowaskin Park, told the commis-
sioners, “We have a lot of work to be
done, but not in July.” She said
Mindowaskin Park needs trash cans,
and that the drainage system needs to
be replaced. She said she would also
like to discuss signage and additional
lampposts. She said people are congre-
gating in the park at night, lighting fires
and causing vandalism.

On another subject, Mr. Kaufmann
said that the local Red Cross chapter
would no longer be supplying its senior
transportation service. He said the
Westfield Recreation Department will
be taking over the service, and for this
year, it will be funded by the Westfield
United Fund. He also said the depart-
ment has hired Diana Johnson as a part-
time employee who will oversee the
program and help out with secretarial
duties in the office.

The recreation commission will not
meet in August. Meetings will re-
sume in September.

New Location OK’d For
County’s Construction Debris

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders ap-
proved the first reading of an ordi-
nance to approve the New Jersey
Meadowlands Commission landfill
in Kearney as the new designation for
county-generated construction,
demolition, dry industrial, bulky and
vegetative waste. The commission
replaces South Orange-based
Transload America, which suddenly
shut its doors on May 25 and filed for
bankruptcy.

Freeholder Dan Sullivan, who
serves as interim executive director
of the Union County Utilities Au-
thority, which has approved a one-
year contract with the Meadowlands
Commission, said the bankruptcy
created a situation in which the county
did not have a facility to handle con-
struction and other bulky waste not
accepted at the county’s garbage in-
cinerator in Rahway. That waste had
been going to the Oak Island rail yard
in Newark, utilized by the Canadian
Pacific Railway (CPR).

Mr. Sullivan said the UCUA had
approved a five-year contract with
Transload in 2008. He said under the
one-year pact with Meadowlands, the
fee would drop $14 per ton of waste
from $95 to $81 per ton. He said the
UCUA will go out to bid for the
contract next year. Mr. Sullivan said
the UCUA notified municipalities and
some 500 haulers regarding the
change of location for the waste.

The board introduced the ordinance
by a 7-0-1 vote, with Mr. Sullivan
abstaining. Freeholder Deborah
Scanlon was absent. The public hear-
ing and final adoption vote on the
ordinance, which amends the
county’s solid waste plan by replac-
ing Transload with Meadowlands, is
scheduled for Thursday, July 19.

In other business, the board ap-
proved a resolution to rent space at 40
Parker Road in Elizabeth for 10 years
for the county’s Division of Social
Services, with two optional five-year
renewals. Frank Guzzo, director of
human services, told the county at
the board’s agenda meeting Thurs-
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