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WF Area ‘Y’ Set to Open Facility
In Garwood’s Washington School

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The Garwood
Board of Education announced
Tuesday after executive session
that it has approved a five-year
lease agreement with the
Westfield Area “Y” to lease Wash-
ington School.

Superintendent of Schools
Teresa Quigley said the “Y” would
offer daycare, preschool, a fit-
ness center, yoga, before- and
after-school care, senior pro-
grams and youth programming.

“Y” Senior Director of Childcare
Services Susan Morton said, “We
are thinking of offering a full-day
program for two-and-a-half years
and above.” She also said sum-
mer camps, and a middle school
after-school program for grades
6 to 8, may be offered at the
Washington School. Ms. Morton
was among four representatives
of the Westfield Area “Y” in atten-
dance at the meeting. The lease
will be effective March 1, 2012
through February 28, 2017.

Paula Ehoff, chief operating of-
ficer of the Westfield Area “Y,”
said, “There isn’t anything we
wouldn’t be open to. There are a
lot of exciting opportunities here.”

Resident Dana Parkhill asked
about the parking situation at the
school. “As a resident over there,
I am concerned.”

“I don’t anticipate it will be a
major problem,” Ms. Ehoff re-
sponded.

Superintendent Quigley said the
“Y” is planning to appear before
the borough council to discuss
changing the 15-minute-maxi-
mum parking signs around the
school.

Currently, the “Y” runs childcare
for 2½ to 5 year olds and pre-
kindergarten at St. Paul’s United
Church of Christ on Center Street
in Garwood. As far as the future of

the “Y” at St. Paul’s, “That is all still
being considered,” Ms. Ehoff said.

“We will be doing all the same
services we are doing now, plus
additional,” she said.

Resident Jenn Blumenstat asked
how the “Y” offering preschool
would affect the school district’s
preschool program. “It won’t af-
fect children who are currently
enrolled in the program,” Ms.
Quigley said. She said it would
“perhaps” affect new enrollment.

Cranford Public Schools is ex-
pected to remain in Washington
School through the end of the
month, Ms. Quigley said. Cranford
has been using Washington
School since Cranford’s Brookside
Place School was flooded from
Hurricane Irene.

Preschool rates for the 2012-
2013 school year were raised by
the board to $2,575 for the half-
day pre-kindergarten and $5,150
for the full-day pre-kindergar-
ten. Ms. Quigley said, when asked
by resident Bruce Paterson, the
total revenue from pre-kinder-
garten for this year is approxi-
mately $50,000.

Board member Russell Graham
said solar panels have been in-
stalled on the roof at Lincoln
School and internal wiring is to be
completed by the end of the
month. The district signed a 15-
year contract with Tioga Energy,
which was chosen to operate
Union County’s Renewable En-
ergy Program. Tioga absorbs all
of the cost and is responsible for
maintaining the equipment, and
the board has estimated it will
see a $6,000 savings per year in
energy cost, Mr. Graham told The
Westfield Leader. After the 15
years is up, the district would
own the solar panels.

Board member Barbara Greet
said the seventh-grade Science
and Social Studies class has

bumped up to a class size of 35
students. She said the class would
be divided into a separate sci-
ence and social studies class. Ms.
Quigley told The Leader the
classes will be offered during third
and eighth periods. The board
approved a salary increase of
$4,118 to teacher Karen
McCarrick for teaching the addi-
tional class. Last year, after teach-
ers were laid off, the class size
was 31 with an aide, Ms. Quigley
told The Leader.

The book fair is next week and
Bring Your Family to School Week
will be held the week of Valentine’s
Day, Board Vice-President Susan
Groning said in her PTA report.
She said the PTA is looking for
candidates to fill positions of the
president, vice-president and sec-
ond vice-president.

Tuesday, Governor Chris
Christie signed a new law allow-
ing school districts to move school
elections from April to November
to coincide with the November
General Election.

“I would personally like to see it
moved to November because it
would save the district money,”
Superintendent Quigley said.

The board would have to vote to
have it moved to November or
voters would have to pass it as a
question on election ballots, Board
Attorney John Geppert explained.
Also, by moving the election to
November, school budgets that
fall under the 2-percent cap would
not be voted on, only additional
spending over the cap would go
to the voters. Board members
elected in November would take
office the following January.

There were four reports last
month involving the district’s Ha-
rassment, Intimidation and Bul-
lying (HIB) policy, two of which
were considered bullying, Ms.
Quigley reported.

GW Awaiting Word From
HUD on Senior Housing

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The United States
Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development (HUD) has ap-
proved funding for the Westfield
Senior Housing Corporation
(WSHC) to build a 72-unit apart-
ment complex for people age 62
and over on the former St. Anne’s
School property in Garwood, ac-
cording to a November 16, 2011
dated press release from HUD.

The project, which was an-
nounced in 2010, has already
received approval from the
Garwood Planning Board and,
according to HUD, the borough
has approved the project for tax
exemptions.

HUD’s website, hud.com, states
that it is providing WSHC with a
Section 202 capital advance that
“provides very low-income eld-
erly persons 62 years of age or
older with the opportunity to live
independently in an environment
that provides support services to
meet their unique needs.” The
release states that the project is
slated to receive $11,719,100 for
capital costs and $1,588,500 for
rental assistance over three years.
Also according to HUD’s website,
rental assistance can be renewed
at the end of the three-year pe-
riod, depending on fund availabil-
ity, and the capital advance does
not have to be repaid as long as
the project serves low-income eld-
erly persons for 40 years.

WSHC Board President Robert
Conroy told The Westfield Leader
that while, “we’re pleased that
HUD made such a release, we
haven’t received (the) official let-
ter.” He said that he hopes to
have the official notification from
HUD in the next few weeks.

Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi also said that she
had yet to receive any official
notification from HUD.

St. Anne’s School, located along
Cedar Street between Second and
Third Avenues, was closed in
1986. While the school building
and an adjacent convent were
rented out at one time, they are
currently vacant. In 2008, prior
to WSHC’s current plans, devel-
oper James Ward had proposed a
55-and-older condominium com-
plex for the site, but the deal
failed.

The proposed development by
WSHC calls for 71 one-bedroom
apartments and one two-bedroom
apartment for a live-in caretaker.
There would be 41 parking spaces,
with access to the parking lot
from both Cedar Street and Third
Avenue. The three-story building
is proposed at 36.5 feet from the
first floor to the top with a brick
and stucco façade. Mr. Conroy
had said in 2010 that he expects
the project to take 12 months to
complete from the time they break
ground.

WSHC is a not-for-profit corpo-
ration and currently owns and
operates two buildings on
Boynton Avenue in Westfield.

Cranford/Garwood/Area News

Bilenker Named Lt. Col.
With N.Y. Nat. Guard
CRANFORD — Arthur Bilenker

of Cranford, serving with the
Medical Command of the New
York State Army National Guard,
has been promoted to the rank of
lieutenant colonel. Promotions
are based on overall perfor-
mance, attitude, leadership abil-
ity, and development potential.


