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One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

‘Mission: Impossible – Ghost Protocol’
Amusement: Probable

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Director Brad Bird’s “Mission: Im-
possible – Ghost Protocol,” starring
Tom Cruise as agent Ethan Hunt, re-
minds of that rather interesting guest
who overstays his welcome. While
amiable and engaging through dinner,
after dessert his stories become repeti-
tive. Unfortunately, the only way to
edit the fellow would be to kick him out
of your house.

Though free of said moral dilemma,
the filmmaker nonetheless fails to lop a
good twenty minutes off his otherwise
rousing and wonderfully absurd ad-
venture yarn. If the tale were to con-
clude after what surely seems like the
third act, complete kudos would be in
order. But a problem in story structure
makes for a cumbersome addendum
and gilds the lily.

It doesn’t help that, with the piggy-
back surplus slowing matters and giv-
ing us a chance to think, it occurs that
the melodrama attached to the exhilara-
tion is pure bathos. Odd in comparison
to the stunning ingenuity it means to
complement, its inclusion seems as dis-
ingenuous as a fast food restaurant put-
ting a “trace of Vitamin C” in the Hefty
Fries.

That said, this is pretty snazzy stuff,
with enough spy-related gizmos and
gadgets to fill  any catalogues
Hammacher Schlemmer or The Sharper
Image might plan in the far future. And
Mr. Cruise, adeptly sharing the lime-
light with an ensemble worthy of the
gig, again ostensibly reminds that with-
out him there couldn’t have been a
“Rain Man” (1988).

Of course, just as the extortionary
fees in such gambits have climbed from
the hundreds of thousands into the bil-
lions over the years, the real estate at
risk also hasn’t escaped the wiles of
inflation. Threaten to knock off the
local pumping station if they don’t fork
over a hundred grand and they’d think
you a piker. Now, it’s the whole world
or nothing.

Dusting off the never completely
settled, Cold War friction, arch-villain/
madman Hendricks (Michael Nyqvist),
aided by his genius goony, Wistrom
(Samuli Edelmann), has a strange plan
to achieve world peace. It’s apparent he
hasn’t heard the maxim about not throw-
ing the baby out with the bath water.
He’d like to just cleanse the whole orb.

That’s right, steal and activate the
Russian nuclear launch codes and force
humankind to begin anew. Witnessing
the cold liquidations he performs while
warming up to his scheme, it probably
won’t make much sense to try and rea-
son with the crazy. In short, this is an
assignment for Ethan and Co., provid-
ing of course that they choose to accept
it.

Since it’s the fate of the planet at
stake, what kid’s soccer game is more
important? So off they go, into the
breach, maybe the best balanced bunch
of crusaders the silver screen will see
this week. And nice, too. As alacritous
and welcoming as Snap, Crackle and
Pop, surely these worthies deserve a
positive Yelp review under the cat-
egory, World Savers.

Paula Patton supplies charm and eye

candy as Jane Carter. OK, so she runs
like a girl. Still, she’s about the pretti-
est co-secret agent one could hope for,
and can commiserate with Ethan in that
she, too, lost a loved one to the cruel
realities of international intrigue. Plus,
the pulchritude serves a plot purpose
when Jane is called to do the Mata Hari
thing.

But the key supporting bit is Simon
Pegg’s reprise of Benji Dunn, techno
geek extraordinaire. He could be stream-
ing Netflix out of your kitchen faucet
faster than you can say Ethernet mega-
bit. While hardly as burlesque but none-
theless reminiscent of the jesting Hope
furnished in the road movies, his wry-
ness is a comedy relief for the times.

And naturally if push comes to shove,
in good nerd sidekick tradition he can
be counted on to surprise us with an
emergency whirlwind of kung fu fight-
ing. Of less certainty is what might be
brought to the party by special analyst
William Brandt, the wild card foisted
upon the gang when a sudden tragedy
requires a complete rethinking of the
plan.

 ‘Hmm,’ we surmise while scratch-
ing the stubble of our chin. ‘He sure is
badass for just an analyst, don’t you
think?’ While no great shakes, this
enigma, etched appropriately enough
by Jeremy Renner, will have some folks
guessing. However, even I, who can
rarely figure these things out, kind of
grokked the soap opera-ish skinny in
his case.

All of which is why this should ap-
peal to the great unwashed. It’s lots of
glitz and fancy derring-do, easily ac-
cessible without having to know the
secret handshake. And, in a world where
the spin increasingly obfuscates val-
ues, clearly identifiable good guys and
villains make “Mission: Impossible-
Ghost Protocol” a properly spirited en-
tertainment.

…
 “Mission: Impossible-Ghost Proto-

col,” rated PG-13, is a Paramount Pic-
tures release directed by Brad Bird and
stars Tom Cruise, Paula Patton and Simon
Pegg. Running time: 133 minutes

Choral Art Society to Host
Lecture on Mendelssohn

WESTFIELD - The Choral Art So-
ciety of New Jersey is pleased to
announce that Dr. John Sichel will
give a pre-concert lecture on Felix
Mendelssohn’s Oratorio Paulus (St.
Paul), Op. 36, on Saturday, January
21, 7 p.m. at The Presbyterian Church
in Westfield located at the corner of
Mountain Avenue and East Broad
Street, prior to the 8 p.m. performance
by The Choral Art Society of New
Jersey.

In his lecture Dr. Sichel will be dis-
cussing Mendelssohn’s connection to
both the traditions of the past, particu-
larly to the oratorios of Handel and the
sacred music of Bach, and what, for
him, was the Romantic present. He will
also place the work in biographical
context, in terms both of Mendelssohn’s
musical life and his spiritual life.

Dr. Sichel studied at the Yale School

of Music, where his teachers included
Jacob Druckman, Nicholas Maw and
Martin Bresnick, and from which he
received his Doctor of Musical Arts
degree in 1990. His compositions
have been performed around the
world. He is a member of the full-
time music faculty at Raritan Valley
Community College, where he is con-
ductor of the college Chorale, and
also teaches theory, composition, pi-
ano, music history and rock-and-roll
history at the college. He is also mu-
sic director of the Madrigal Singers,
a Renaissance vocal ensemble based
in Cranford, New Jersey. A lifelong
resident of the Garden State, he cur-
rently lives in Union County with his
wife and two sons. His hobbies in-
clude birding and astronomy and he
has self-published science fiction un-
der the pen name of F.L. Green.

Premiere Stages Seeks
Proposals for Liberty Live
UNION - Aspiring and established

playwrights are invited to submit new
plays to Premiere Stages, the profes-
sional theatre company in residence
at Kean University. Liberty Live is
the new program of Premiere Stages
Play Festival, which will commis-
sion a one-act script from a New
Jersey playwright. The commissioned
writer will be awarded $1,000, and
the script will be developed and pro-
duced in November at Kean
University’s Liberty Hall Museum.
Local audiences, school groups and
the public will be invited to attend.

Liberty Live will dramatize the his-
tory that shaped the state of New
Jersey, while fulfilling Premiere
Stages’ mission: to cultivate talented
writers, support the development of
new plays and bring high-quality,
professional productions to diverse
audiences.

For 2012, the focus of Liberty Live
will be on the town of Westfield. A
partnership with the Westfield His-
torical Society adds a family and
educational component. Workshops
and staged readings will culminate in
public performances at Liberty Hall
Museum in November. Question and
answer sessions with noted histori-
ans and guided tours of the Museum
will be offered as part of the event.

More than twenty-five plays have
been developed through Premiere

Stages Play Festival. The most recent
works include the 2011 hit Follow
Me to Nellie’s by Dominique
Morisseau, James Christy’s Egyptian
Song (2011 Runner-Up and a current
National New Play Network nomi-
nee), and 2010 winner The Good
Counselor by Kathryn Grant which
was named as the runner up for the
prestigious 2011 American Theatre
Critics Harold and Mimi Steinberg/
ATCA New Play Award.

All entries are evaluated by a panel
of theatre professionals and histori-
ans in consultation with Wooten and
resident dramaturg, Clare Drobot.
Interested New Jersey based writers
are encouraged to submit by the dead-
line of March 15. There is no entry
fee. Please email premiere@kean.edu
for guidelines or visit www.kean.edu/
premierestages.

The Westfield Foundation has
funded the 2012 pilot program of
Liberty Live. Premiere Stages re-
ceives additional funding from The
New Jersey State Council on the Arts
/ Department of State, The Geraldine
R. Dodge Foundation, Northfield
Bank, The New Jersey Theatre Alli-
ance and generous support from in-
dividual patrons.

Premiere Stages offers affordable
prices, air-conditioned facilities, free
parking and discounted tickets to
patrons with disabilities. All Premiere
Stages facilities are fully accessible
spaces. Please call for a list of sign-
interpreted, audio-described or open-
captioned performances. Assistive
listening devices and large print pro-
grams are available at all times. Pub-
lications are available with advanced
notice in alternate formats.

Bevere Retires as Westfield
Summer Workshop Director
WESTFIELD - Ted Schlosberg,

Founder and Executive Director of
the New Jersey Workshop for the
Arts, has announced the retirement
of Westfield Summer Workshop
(WSW) Director Raymond R.
Bevere.

Mr. Bevere began his teaching ca-
reer in Newark 1964 and became a
member of the Westfield Public
Schools in 1966. He joined the staff

Musical Club Announces
Auditions For New Members
WESTFIELD - The Musical Club

of Westfield will be holding auditions
for new members on Wednesday,
February 1.

Now in its 96th season, this vener-
able club has had the twofold goals of
sharing and promoting music, and
supporting promising young musi-
cians through scholarships, since it
was founded in 1915. In the begin-
ning, club members performed after-
noon musicales for each other in mem-
bers’ homes, with an occasional per-
formance in a public space, to which
the public was invited.

Over the years, more perfor-
mances became open to the public.
Now all of the Musical Club’s pro-
grams are open to the public, and
are held in the sanctuary at the First
Baptist Church in Westfield, where

a beautiful seven-foot Steinway
grand piano belonging to the club is
housed.

Vocalists or instrumentalists who
wish to become performing mem-
bers of the club should prepare two
musical selections: one from the
period up to and including
Beethoven, and one from the post-
Beethoven period. They must pro-
vide their own accompanist, if
needed, unless otherwise arranged.

Active membership is also open
to piano accompanists, composers
and conductors. Associate (non-per-
forming) membership is open to
anyone who is interested in music.

For more information about mem-
bership, or to schedule an appoint-
ment to audition, call the member-
ship chairman at (908) 232-2173.

of the Westfield Summer Workshop
in 1977, first as an instructor in the
mini-furniture classes and then as
department chair in 1984. In 1986
he was named WSW administrative
assistant to Schlosberg and held this
position for the next 20 years.

With the continued expansion of
the programs at the NJWA, Mr.
Schlosberg needed more time to de-
vote to the entire NJWA organiza-
tion and, in 2006, named Bevere
WSW Director. Of Bevere’s service
to the WSW, Mr. Schlosberg com-
mented, “I chose Ray to lead the
WSW because I had complete confi-
dence in his ability to oversee all
aspects of the position. We are grate-
ful to Ray for his years of dedicated
service to our organization. He was
a key factor in helping us to grow
and has provided outstanding lead-
ership in a position of enormous
responsibility. We all wish him the
best of luck in the future and will
indeed miss him. We hope he will
continue to visit us each summer to
see the continued growth of the pro-
gram in which he has played a vital
role.”

This summer’s WSW begins its
41st season on June 27.

Meet Father-Daughter
Writing Team at The

Town Book Store
WESTFIELD - The Town Book

Store in Westfield will host Armand
Miele and his daughter, Donna Miele,
co-authors of the book, “Born Minus:
From Shoeshine Boy to News Pub-
lisher, An Italian-American Journey”
on Saturday, January 21, from 2-4 p.m.
to discuss their book and writing expe-
riences.

Armand Miele’s unique memoir,
based on his biography and his musings
for the Rockland County Times, tells
the American struggle from every angle.

Meet Armand and Donna Miele and
at The Town Book Store located at 270
East Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets). If
you are unable to attend this event,
please call The Town Book Store at
(908) 233-3535 to reserve an
autographed copy.

ARABIAN DANCE…Ben Kevelson, a sixth grader at Edison Intermediate
School in Westfield, performed at the Museum of Early Trades and Crafts in
Madison on January 8, as part of HarpAntics, an ensemble led by his teacher
Odarka Stockert. Ben played a solo of “Arabian Dance” from The Nutcracker.

Washington School Presents
Roadsters and Jokesters

WESTFIELD — Washington El-
ementary School’s Annual School
Show comes to the stage on Friday,
January 27, and Saturday, January
28, at Roosevelt Intermediate
School, 301 Clark Street in Westfield.

This year’s production, Roadsters
and Jokesters, is the story of the
Grisword family and their adven-
tures on a vacation trip that they
hope will lead to fame and fortune.
The impetuous family patriarch,
Clark Grisword, enters a contest to
win a reality television show based
on his family. To win, the family
must embark on a cross-country road
trip to unknown locations. A series
of riddles and clues guide them from
city to city en route to their ultimate
destination — Hollywood, Calif.

The unforgettable journey turns
out to be much more than they bar-
gained for, as the Griswords get
tripped up at every stop along the
way…only to learn that their road
trip itself is the reality TV show they
thought they were vying for. Clark
learns the valuable lesson that fame
and fortune is not all it is cracked up
to be (and that you really need to
read the fine print on contracts).
What really matters is the time you
spend with the ones you love.

This clever (National Lampoon’s
Vacation meets Punk’d) take on life,
family and reality TV was penned
by Washington School Show vet-
eran, and first-time writer, Eric

Lipkind. Continuing its decades-
long tradition, the show is also di-
rected, produced, and performed by
the school’s dedicated parents and
teachers. “‘The Show,’ as we affec-
tionately refer to it, is such an inte-
gral part of the Washington School
community. It’s something that ev-
eryone puts their hearts into each
year,” said Josie O’Brien, one of
the show’s producers.

The Show has been a Washington
School tradition since 1948. It is
the school’s biggest fundraiser and
all proceeds go to the PTO to pro-
vide classroom resources, teacher
grants and additional programs for
Washington’s 300 plus students.

Tickets for Roadsters and
Jokesters are on sale now for all
three performances — Friday, Janu-
ary 27, at 8 p.m. and Saturday, Janu-
ary 28, at 1:30 and 7 p.m. All seats
are $12 for the evening performances
and $8 for the Saturday matinee.
Reserve your tickets online from the
Washington Elementary School
Show web page at
www.westfieldnjk12.org/education/
dept/dept.php?sectionid=1328 Click
on the “Ticket Order Form” link in
the left to reserve your seats. Tickets
ordered and paid for in advance can
be picked up at the door one-half
hour prior to each performance.

For questions about tickets, con-
tact Monica Bergin at
bergin5@comcast.net.

SAY CHEESE…All K–12 photographers are welcome to enter the “Eyes of
Westfield II” photo contest sponsored by the Education Fund of Westfield. Each
photo should capture a moment in a “Westfield Weekend”. Entry fee is $10. To
enter and for additional information visit www.westfieldnj.com/edfund/
Eyes_of_Westfield.html.

This is a work full of romantic rubato,
its ebb and flow providing many op-
portunities for the performers to show
off their excellent sense of ensemble.
Watching them watching each other is
a treat, and it is nice to hear and see
chamber music in a more intimate space
than the usual large concert hall. It is,
after all, written for the “chamber”, and
it is more meaningful to be closer to the
performers and their music.

This excellent series continues at
Temple Emanu-El on Sunday, Febru-
ary 12.
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Raymond R. Bevere


