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WF Blue Devil Boys Nip
Cougar Cagers in OT, 64-62
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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The 37th Union County Wrestling
Tournament will be hosted by Union
this Saturday and it figures to be a
wide open affair. With recent wins
over Roselle Park, Cranford and SP-F,
the unbeaten Blue Devils figure to be
in contention, along with last year’s 1-
2 finishers, Kenilworth and Berkeley
Heights.

WHS has finished fourth, ninth and
fifth the last three years. In fact, its last
county title came back in 1992, when
current coach Glen Kurz was a fresh-
man in college. Senior Mike Kalimtzis
won a county title as a sophomore, and
he is WHS’s best hope for a gold on
Saturday. But Kurz’s crew, which is
currently 12-0, has the potential to

score points in probably 10 of the 14
weights, maybe more, depending on
early-round match-ups.

When the tournament began in 1976,
WHS was among the state’s elite teams
and it won team titles in Gary Kehler’s
last six years as head coach (1976-81).
While fielding good teams for most of
the next 30 years, WHS has only man-
aged two more county titles, in 1990
and ’92.

The following Sunday, Jan. 29, the
Union County Swimming Champion-
ships will be held at Rutgers University.
The WHS girls are a heavy favorite to
capture their 20th in a row, which would
give them 29 titles in the meet’s 35 years.

The 61st UC boys meet figures to be

another down-to-the-wire battle be-
tween WHS and SP-F. The Raiders
won last year – and also in 1999,
ending WHS’s 42-year win streak –
and have four of the best swimmers in
the meet – Greg Baliko, Joe Dunn,
Ryan Gasjdisz and Dan Pesin, who
conceivably could win all eight indi-
vidual races.

Depth will be the key word for WHS,
which has won 56 of the previous 60
county meets, and will by looking to
keep from losing two straight county
meets for the first time in history. The
Devils, who lost an 88-82 nail-biter to
SPF in a December dual meet, have
three to four quality guys in each grade.

And while Summit doesn’t have the
depth of WHS or SPF, the Hilltoppers
do have six or seven really top guys.
They will definitely have a major ef-
fect on the meet’s outcome.

THIS AND THAT
For WHS fans it was a memorable

Friday the 13th, with nice road victo-
ries against the school’s two biggest
rivals.

You had the 33-27 wrestling win
over SPF. Brian Bulger clinched it with
a 4-0 win over Matt Ridge at 170, but
the key match might have been at 138,
where Nick Rotondo avenged a loss by
fall a year in last year’s match to earn a
tough 4-2 victory over Dom Natale.

Equally outstanding was the 64-62

overtime victory by the boys basket-
ball team against Cranford. Four guys
in double figures (Keegan Hess, Dylan
Elliott, Nate Mitchell, Ozan Tezucar)
is tough to beat.

Lillian Scott pumped in 25 points
during last week’s win over North
Plainfield. The last time a Blue Devil
scored that many was in 2010, when
Diana Venezia went for 31 against
Cranford and 28 vs. Summit.

REMEMBERING JAY
My Sunday routine includes read-

ing the New York Times just about
cover to cover. On Jan. 8, that included
a page-stopper in the obituaries. “Andy
Carey, 80, Who Played Third Base for
1950s Yankees.”

Until one Mother’s Day in the late
‘90s, I hadn’t thought of Andy Carey
in close to 40 years. But on that day, I
ran into Jay Jones (WHS, ’66), a former
Franklin Bowler and at that time a
well-known restauranteur, owning the
Court Jester in Freehold, Aberdeen
and Hightstown under his real name,
Jeff Jones.

Jay, whose brother Steve (’67) was
WHS’s heavyweight wrestler in 1966
and ’67 (28-5 record and one district
title, had idolized Carey growing up
and thought of himself as a third
baseman on the Bowlers. Knowing
my brother owned C.J.’s Extra Innings
baseball card store, Jay asked me if I
could get him an Andy Carey baseball
card. He wanted to add the card to his
Yankees memorabilia wall at the Free-
hold Court Jester.

Within a week I took an eBay-pur-
chased Andy Carey card down to Free-
hold, but Jay wasn’t in that day. When
I hadn’t heard back from him a week
later, I called the Court Jester and found
out that Jay had died suddenly that
previous weekend. It turns out Jay, who
barely graduated from WHS and was –
to understate it – a wild and crazy guy
growing up, had become a local legend,
even running for mayor of Freehold
one year. He was given a hero’s funeral
parade in Freehold and his casket was
on display at the Court Jester bar.

Jay was later written up in the New
York Times’ old New Jersey section as
one of the six New Jerseyans who had
made a difference in an end-of-the-
20th-century article. While I had
thought of Jay often since then, Andy
Carey had totally left my mind . . . until
the obit. And then I thought again of a
youthful, wild and crazy Jay playing
for the Franklin Bowlers and the
Laymes. The Friday and Saturday
night beer runs to Staten Island. The
day he refused to sit out a Y.B.A.
game, even though he had a broken
ankle. The big smile on the pimpled,
pie-shaped face.

Crazy what a simple headline in a
newspaper can do, especially when
you get older and it’s on the obituary
page.

ROOOOOOL TIDE ROLL
Many people probably didn’t look

at the two Alabama-LSU football
games as classics. But they were. They
were two of the best football games
I’ve seen . . . in quite a while, maybe
ever. The BCS final matchup was eas-
ily the two best teams, even if one
didn’t show it. Despite people’s giddi-
ness over defensively-challenged
teams like Oklahoma State, Oregon
and Boise State, with their bombs-
away style of I’ll-outscore-you attack,
defense has always been what wins
the big football games. What’s the
saying? Offense gets the girls, defense
gets the titles?

(Note to NFL general managers:
Alabama’s No. 30, 6-foot-4, 260-
pound linebacker Dont’a Hightower
should be your No. 1 draft pick. PS:
For those who care, my betting pool
pick for the over-under on the BCS
final score was 14, as in 14-0 Bama.)

Another thing, WTF was the vote
for LSU as the No. 1 team by one
Associated Press voter? You can sorta
overlook the four first-place votes for
once-beaten Okie-State, as long as you
forget the Cowboys lost to a 6-7 Iowa
State that lost to Rutgers in a bowl
game. But the Bayou Tigers had eight-
plus quarters vs. Bama and didn’t score
a TD, or even sniff the end zone. In the
title game they didn’t cross midfield
until the middle of the fourth quarter.
And they didn’t cross midfield often
in the first game either. LSU averaged
over 41 points per game in its 12 non-
Alabama games, and 4.5 in its two
games vs. the Tide.

IN PASSING
The New Year got off to a horrific

start when news came to us that the
female park ranger killed in Mount
Rainer, Wash., was Margaret Kritsch
(WHS, ’95). Now Margaret Anderson
and the mother of two daughters,
Kritsch was a letter-winner on the 1995
WHS volleyball team under then first-
year coach Bev Torok.

On New Year’s Day, Fred Milano
passed away at age 72 of lung cancer.
Fred was an original member of The
Belmonts, who later became Dion and
the Belmonts when Dion DiMucci
joined the group. Milano sang tenor
on hits like “A Teenager in Love,”
“Where or When,” “I Wonder Why”
and my all-time favorite “That’s My
Desire.”

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday every month during the
school year. Contact us with com-
ments, complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

County Wrestling, Swimming
Tourneys Heat Up the Winter

Blue Devil of Month
Returns February 2
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Hess led the Blue Devils with 15
points, while adding two assists and
four rebounds. Mitchell finished with
14 points, including three 3-pointers,
three rebounds, a steal and an assist.
Yucetepe finished with 11 points, in-
cluding two 3-pointers, two rebounds
and a block. Turner (2 steals, block)
finished with seven rebounds and four
points. Shakespeare Nelson had five
points and two rebounds. Henry Smith
had three assists, David Kane sank a
3-pointer, Mike Androconis had two
rebounds and Tom Malley had four
rebounds.

Elliott, a sophomore, finished with
seven rebounds and a steal, and scored
eight of his 12 points in the third
quarter, which the Blue Devils won,
20-10, to gain a 50-41 lead entering
the final quarter.

“Dylan started the year playing with
not a lot of confidence. He wasn’t sure
of himself on offense. He wasn’t sure
what kind of a player he was. I am
trying to encourage him. Get him to be
aggressive. You can see that starting to
happen,” Coach Palmieri said.

After the Blue Devils won the first
quarter, 19-16, Green dominated un-
derneath the boards and rolled in nine
of his points in the second quarter,
which the Cougars won, 15-11, to
give them a 31-30 lead at the half. But
a bad omen arose when Green, usu-
ally a very good free throw shooter,
missed four of five free throws in that
quarter then missed five of six in the
third quarter.

“We lost the game at the foul line.
We were five for six at one point then
next time we look we are nine for 21.
You can’t win a game doing that,”
Coach Huber said.

The Blue Devils’ seemingly com-
fortable lead vanished when the Cou-
gars knotted the score at 58-58 with
2:37 left in the fourth quarter then
took the lead when Green rolled in a
lay-up. Mitchell made a key rebound
then Hess sank his two free throws to
send the game to overtime.

“We still need to learn how to finish
games. We had a chance to put it away,
and we made a few little mistakes,
which led to three or four mistakes.
You could see a little of the doubt
starting to creep in. We did our best to
get them to fight through it. We need to
keep battling every day. When things
don’t go right, we just got to work
harder every day,” Coach Palmieri said.
Westfield 19 11 20 10 4 64
Cranford 16 15 10 19 2 60

The Westfield High School boys
indoor winter track team finished
ninth with 12 points at the Group 4
Relays at the Bennett Center in
Toms River on January13. Trenton
took top team honors with 32 points.

Kevin Smith, Dan Luzzi, Matt
Luppino and Kevin Ingram fin-

ished second in the 4x800 with a
time of 8:06.87. Cherokee won the
event with a meet-record time of
8:04.33. Blue Devils John Kirna,
Jacob Vergara, Ingram and Jack
Leahy crossed fourth in the dis-
tance medley relay with a time of
10:36.66.

Blue Devils Get 9th at Group 4 Track

Elizabeth Girls Stop
Raider Cagers, 52-40
The Elizabeth High School girls

basketball team seized a 17-4, first-
quarter run and held on to defeat
Scotch Plains-Fanwood, 52-40, on
January 13. Taylor Sebolao led the
Raiders with 12 points. Thabitha
Dwunfour netted 10 points.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood   4 18 12   6 40
Elizabeth 17 14 13   8 52

High School Boys
Swimming Results:

Westfield 123, New Providence 47
200 medley relay: W (Connor Moore,
Mark Trinkle, Steve Husch, Sean
Beattie) 1:50.11
200 free: Harry Clewell (NP) 1:53.59
200 IM: Matt Daniel (W) 2:04.86
50 free: Brennan Haley (W) 24.17
100 fly: Max Shin (W) 57.44
100 free: Tim York (W) 54.34
500 free: Tom Pyle (W) 5:20.92
200 free relay: W (Rich O’Connor, Luke
McGrory, Nick Constantine, Alec Penn)
1:37.92
100 back: Clewell (NP) 58.22
100 breast: Moore (W) 1:06.22
400 free relay: W (Nick Cannone, John
Lindros, O’Connor, Dan Myers) 3:44.71

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 113, Ora-
tory 57
200 medley relay: S (Joe Dunn, Greg
Baliko, Sam Bebout, Ryan McKenna)
1:49.98
200 free: JB Walling (S) 2:04.77
200 IM: Tim Lynch (O) 2:13.15
50 free: Alex Skoog (S) 24.78
100 fly: Ryan Henkels (S) 1:01.54
100 free: Matt Marino (S) 56.88
500 free: Jason Steinberg (O) 5:34.41
200 free relay: O (Ted Feites, Steinberg,
Lynch, Conor Gilheay) 1:42.97
100 back: Walling (S) 1:03.75
100 breast: Lynch (O) 1:07.15
400 free relay: S (Bebout, Austin
Englehardt, Jeff Peart, Brendan
McKenna) 3:56.38

High School Girls
Swimming Results:

Westfield 123, New Providence 46
200 medley relay: W (Allie McBrearty,
Kathleen Bond, Erika Daniel, Julia
Diamantopolous) 1:58.31
200 free: Caroline Baldwin W) 2:00.14
200 IM: Kelly Carroll (N) 2:19.01
50 free: Ellie Reinhardt (W) 26.14
100 fly: Carroll (N) 1:03.53
100 free: Sarah Cronin (W) 56.06
500 free: Lesia Olesnyckyj (N) 5:42.83
200 free relay: W (Baldwin, Lauren
Schmeider, Loren Ball, Audrey Bangs)
1:44.62
100 back: Reinhardt (W) 1:02.88
100 breast: K Bond (W) 1:16.96
400 free relay: W Maeve Maloney,
McBrearty, Courtney Day, Meghan
Myers) 4:00.57

Scotch Plains-Fanwood 101, Oak
Knoll 63
200 medley relay: S (Caitlin English,
Melissa Kaiser, Caroline Leahy, Maggie
O’Brien) 2:10.05
200 free: Caroline Watt (O) 2:08.43
200 IM: Nicole DePaola (S) 2:30.34
50 free: Alex Monetti (O) 28.7
100 fly: Jessica Fugett (S) 1:12.92
100 free: Kathleen Miszkiewicz (O) 57.93
500 free: Wayy (O) 6:02.03
200 free relay: O (Alex Monetti,
Miszkiewicz, Caroline Doherty, Watt)
1:53.76
100 back: Miszkiewicz (O) 1:04.3
100 breast: Anita Mo (S) 1:21.32
400 free relay: O (Gabby Monetti, Alex
Monetti, Miszkiewicz, Watt) 4:16.71

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LOOKING FOR A WEAKNESS IN THE DEFENSE…Cougar Sean Babos, No.
1, tries to work the ball around Blue Devil Keegan Hess, No. 12, as Blue Devil
Dylan Elliott, No. 34, keeps tabs on Cougar Stefan Fedorchak, No. 5.
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/22 • 1-4PM

128 Woodland Ave, Westfield $1,395,000
This fabulous & unique 5 BR, 3-1/2 bath Arts & Crafts home is brimming with architectural
details and craftsmanship thru-out! Grand LR w/fplc. , Banquet-sized FDR; Gourmet center
isl. kitchen w/butler’s pantry; FR w/fplc; 1st flr. BR w/full bath; MBR w/sitting rm. On a
.99+/- acre lot w/2 car det. garage.  DIR: E. Broad to Woodland Ave.

33 Woodbrook Circle, Westfield $1,250,000
Magnificent, like NEW 10 room, 5 BR, 3 bath Needle Point Colonial with beautiful details
thru-out! Formal LR, Formal DR, Center island kitchen open to FR w/fplc.; 1st floor BR &
full bath; MBR Retreat w/sitting rm., private bath & WIC;  Landscaped grds. w/wrap
around mahogany frt. porch & gunite ingrd. pool.

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 1/22 • 1-4PM

1931 Winding Brook Way, Scotch Plains $615,000
This spacious, beautifully maintained 4 Bedroom, 2 ½ Bath split-level home with numerous
updates awaits you. Nestled on a picturesque lot in a neighborhood setting, with inviting
stone patio, 2 car attached garage, charming storage shed, this home is ready for you to
move in & enjoy! DIR: Raritan Road to Winding Brook Way.

2027 Portland Avenue, Scotch Plains $699,900
Gorgeous NEW 4 BR, 2-1/2 Bath Colonial w/covered frt. porch; FLR w/fplc., FDR, Center
island kitchen w/granite ctops & ss appliances; The 2nd floor offers a MBR suite with
private bath plus 3 BR’s,  a main bath, and convenient laundry room. The finished LL
boasts a recreation room & large storage area. Ready for immediate occupancy.

526 Bradford Avenue, Westfield $699,900
This beautifully decorated, 10 room, 5 BR, 1.5 Bath Dutch Colonial nestled in the “Gardens”
section of Westfield awaits you.  Warm & inviting floor plan w/FLR w/fplc.; FDR w/built-
ins opens to fabulous EIK w/bfast bar, 1st flr. Den., 3rd fl. retreat with 5th BR, finished
bsm’t., patio, 2 car det. garage & more!

930 Tice Place, Westfield $985,000
Spectacular 4 BR, 3-1/2 bath Contemporary Colonial with fabulous open floor plan & 2
fplc's. FLR, FDR, EIK w/lg. island open to FR; 1st flr. BR/Office; lg. MBR suite; Beautifully
finished LL w/2 offices, expansive rec. rm. & full bath; Nestled on just under 1/2 acre lot
in picturesque neighborhood setting.


