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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

HESS HITS 15, MITCHELL SINKS 14, ELLIOTT GETS 12

Blue Devil Basketballers Nip
Cougars in Overtime, 64-62

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior guard Keegan Hess sank a
pair of free throws with 4.1 seconds
remaining in regulation to force an
overtime period, which led the
Westfield High School boys basket-
ball team to a 64-62 victory over the
Cranford Cougars in Cranford on
January 13.

The game was then decided by a
key rebound and a difficult 2-point
jumper, followed by 26.6 seconds of
stubborn defense on the 3-7 Blue
Devils’ part. After Cougar Sean Babos
opened the overtime period with a 2-
pointer, Blue Devil Dylan Elliot was
fouled and went to the line for two
shots. He made his first one, but when
he missed the second shot, teammate
Aswad Turner grabbed the rebound
and dished the ball to Ozan Yucetepe,
who banged the 2-pointer. Moments
later Nate Mitchell sank one of two

free throws to give Westfield the 64-
62 lead with 26.6 seconds remaining.

“Keegan made some big foul shots
at the end to take it to overtime. We
had a slow start in overtime, but Ozan
made a big shot for us. We defended
when we needed to at the end. We got
the stops when we needed. I told the
kids at the end, we needed one stop.
There was 20 seconds left and, ‘it
comes down to you winning the battle
right now over them.’ We got the
miss. We got the rebound, and we
were able to inbound it and run the
clock out,” Blue Devil Head Coach
Daryl Palmieri said.

“The kid made a tough shot. Are
you going to tell me the kid’s going to
make that shot every time? But he
made it. That’s all you can say. We
needed two big rebounds, and we
didn’t get either one of them, and
that’s really what hurt us,” Cougar
Head Coach Ryan Huber said.

“When I looked at their games
from last year, I saw they were both
close, hard-fought games. I knew that
this wasn’t going to be easy. I thought
that we matched up well with them.
We were in desperate need for a win.
We have been playing hard game-in,
game-out. The results just weren’t
there. I wanted this win badly for the
kids, and they earned it,” Coach
Palmieri said.

Cougar junior center Reggie Green,
who had two steals, led everyone in
scoring with 26 points and 15 re-
bounds. Stefan Fedorchak bucketed
17 points, including three 3-pointers,
and added three blocks and two re-
bounds. Kurt Rutmayer sank seven
points, pulled seven rebounds and
had five assists. Babos finished with
six points, four assists, three rebounds
and two steals. Chris Wills had six
points and five rebounds.

GONZALES, NOEL-BROOKS HIT FOR 8 POINTS EACH

Tigers Rule Offensive Boards
In 52-29 Win over Raider Boys

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Quick hands and control of the of-
fensive boards enabled the 10th-ranked
Linden Tigers to roll to a 52-29 victory
over the Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys basketball team in Scotch
Plains on January 12.

The 5-3 Tigers disrupted the 6-5
Raiders’ offensive schemes by forc-
ing many turnovers, especially in the
first half. Linden’s shooting, how-
ever, partially due to the Raiders’

dogged defense left a lot to be de-
sired, but because of their dominance
under the offensive boards, the Ti-
gers were able to take three or four
shots per drive and managed to take a
10-5 lead at the end of the first quar-
ter and extend it to 20-11 by halftime.

Xavier Noel-Brooks scored all of
the Raiders’ points in the first quarter
with a 3-pointer and a lay-up. Brooks
and co-captain/point guard Dom
Gonzales (2 assists) each finished
with eight points. Senior Anthony

Byers, who had four rebounds, three
assists and a steal, finished with four
points. Senior Ian Johnston sank a 3-
pointer, and junior Tom Bonacum
finished with five points.

Shakir Phelps and Jaquille Wright
led the Tigers with 13 points each.
Malil Burns put in six points, and
Marcus Fleming sank 10 points.

“We came out strong, but they came
out as strong as we did. Their defense
was great with one of the best coaches

STEINFELD, BARBER WIN KEY BOUTS; TUFARO PINS

Westfield Nips Raiders, 33-27,
In Packed-House Mat Thriller

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Two undefeated teams meeting
face-to-face and a packed house
crammed with screaming fans set the
stage for a thrilling finale that sizzled
down to the last bout between the 8-
0 Westfield High School Blue Devils
and the 10-0 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
(SPF) wrestling teams in Scotch
Plains on Friday, January 13, in Scotch

Plains.
Trailing 27-22 with three bouts

remaining, the Blue Devils got a 6-4,
overtime win from Colin Barber at
152-lbs, a technical fall from Mike
DeLouisa at 160-lbs and a 4-0 deci-
sion from Brian Bulger at 170-lbs to
pull off a 33-27 victory.

Barber’s bout with Raider Sean
Cannon was just one of several key
match-ups of the evening and just

one of four bouts that were decided
by two or less points. Barber got a
side single-leg takedown in the first
period and Cannon escaped. Barber
escaped in the second period but
Cannon scored a takedown, then with
one second left in the period, Barber
escaped via standing Granby roll.
Cannon escaped in the third period to
force overtime where Barber pulled
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Daunno Development is proud to introduce 4 Forest Glen Court in Westfield New

Jersey! This new home construction project is the latest offering from the Daunnos
and will be the next home on Forest Glen Court, their 3 lot sub-division backing

Tamaques Park. Together with architect David Bailey, Daunno has successfully blended

a classic colonial exterior with a modernized interior to recreate the traditional appeal

and charm of colonial Westfield architecture while maintaining an open floor plan

that invites light, air, and style into the home. The exterior will boast Hardie plank

siding, AZEK trim, and cultured stone. The interior will feature hardwood floors
throughout, custom detailing and moldings, elegant cabinetry, and a gourmet kitchen

with generous allowances for appliances and stone tops. The master suite includes a

tray ceiling, a HUGE walk in closet, a large sitting area, and spa style bath. The first

floor bedroom has an attached full bath. The second floor laundry room is strategically

placed between the bedrooms. The walk out basement can be easily converted into a

luxurious “man-cave.” The complete landscape package includes sod, shrubs, paver
walks, retaining walls, a trex grill deck, and lawn sprinkling.

Please call us at 732-910-3043 for details

or visit us on the web at www.Daunno.com.

Rudolph A. Daunno III
President and

Broker of Record
Residential Brokerage

Offered By Daunno Realty Services for $1,399,000.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WORKING TO GET OUT THE BACK DOOR…Blue Devil Nick Rotondo, bottom, works to free himself of the snaky leg
ride of Raider Dom Natale. Rotondo managed to get free and won, 4-2, at 138-lbs.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ON GUARD IN COUGAR LAND…Blue Devil Nate Mitchell, No. 23, keeps close to Cougar Chris Wills during a very
competitive game in Cranford on January 13. The Blue Devils won a 64-62, overtime thriller.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SURROUNDED BY VICIOUS TIGERS…Raider Anthony Byers, center, gets the rebound but finds himself surrounded
by Linden Tigers in Scotch Plains on January 12. The Tigers won, 52-29.

More photos on www.goleader.com
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Lady Devils Top Mt. St. Mary, 105-65
In Swimming – Story Next Week


