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riod, Barber was awarded an-
other penalty point, and Birch
added an escape. Time ran out
and Barber picked up a 4-3 deci-

sion.
“He is all heart and guts. He’s

into it now. He doesn’t like to
lose. We are going to be able to
do so much with him,” Coach
Kurz said.

Blue Devil Nick Rotondo
bounced up to 145-lbs and did
some bouncing of his own at Nick
Frediani’s expense. Rotondo tal-
lied a single-leg, front-trip
takedown in the first period then
took only 10 seconds in the sec-
ond period to pin Ferdiani with a
reverse cradle.

The first of two straight crucial
showdowns arrived in the 152-lb
bout between undefeated Ellis
Opoku and Cougar Corey
Markovitch. Opoku attempted a
high crotch takedown, but
Markovitch used his height to
walk over Opoku and take him to
his back for a four-point move.

“I wasn’t really expecting that.

I was glad that happened. Against
strong people my height really
doesn’t go well with strength, so
it was like his weakness. I just

wrestled him the way I wanted to
wrestle,” Markovitch said.

Opoku recorded a reversal in
the second period. Markovitch
escaped early in the third period,
and Opoku added a takedown to
make the score, 5-4. Opoku let
Markovitch escape in an effort to
tie the score with another
takedown, but Markovitch held
on to record the 6-4 decision.

“He is very conditioned and
strong. He kept fighting. I did the
same. I fought a little bit harder,”
Markovitch said.

The second major showdown
was at 160-lbs between Blue Devil
Colin Barber and Jim Dwyer, who
had defeated him by a point last
year. In the first period, Barber
converted a barrel roll takedown
into a two-point tilt to take a 4-0
lead. Barber added a reversal to
earn a 6-0 decision.

“Last year, he beat me by a

point. I wanted revenge. I took
him down with a high-crotch
dump and turned him to his back
in the beginning. He was pretty
strong, but I knew I could take it
to him,” Barber said.

“He did a great job on his feet,
and he did a great job on top. He
[Dwyer] was fighting off his belly.
He really opened it up today,”
Coach Kurz said.

In the final bout of the evening,
Cougar JP Christiano, an NJSIAA
qualifier last year, recorded an
escape and followed with a slip-

behind and lift takedown in the
second period and added a
takedown in the third period to
grab a 5-0 decision over Brian
Bulger at 170-lbs.

“We were expecting a battle.
My kids prepared for a battle.
They were prepared to go. They
wanted this. Cranford has taken
it to us the last couple of years.
Kalimtzis lost to Helmstetter the
last two years. Dwyer beat Colin
Barber last year. These guys had
pride, and that took over to-
night,” Coach Kurz said.

WEIGHT SEQUENCE:
182: — Cline (W) p Diaz, 1:46
195: — Kessler (C) d Oral, 9-8
220: — Knepper (W) d Weiss, 2-1
Hwt: — Kania (W) p ElKhoury, 4:32
106: — Fuller (W) p Quigley, 1:24
113: — N. Kalimtzis (W) won forfeit
120: — Murray (C) p Aldana, 3:30
126: — Kalimtzis (W) p Helmstetter,
2:29
132: — Henry (C) d Valez, 13-7
138: — Barber (W) d Birch, 4-3
145: — Rotondo (W) p Frediani, 2:10
152: — Markovitch (C) d Opoku, 6-4
160: — Barber (W) d Dwyer, 6-0
170: — Christiano (C) d Bulger, 5-0

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
TRYING TO KEEP CONTROL…Cougar JP Christiano, top, tries to maintain control of Blue Devil Brian Bulger in his
170-lb bout. Christiano scored an escape and a pair of takedowns to win, 5-0.

Westfield Blue Devil Matmen Step Up to Cage Cranford Cougars, 45-18

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN A TOUGH BOUT…Cougar Corey Birch, left, Blue Devil Matt Barber are
engaged in a tough bout at 138-lbs. Barber pulled out a 4-3 victory
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